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Part 49 – Faith in the Crucible  
 
Genesis 22:1-12 
The passage recounts one of the most important, moving, and 
perplexing events recorded in God’s Word. In terms of its 
significance to redemptive history, this event ranks as one the 
most powerful in the Old Testament. The willingness of 
Abraham to sacrifice his beloved son and God’s intervention 
to provide a substitute points directly to the sacrifice of the Lord 

Jesus in our place. As F.B. Meyer notes, “So long as men live in the world, they will turn to this story with 
unwaning interest. There is only one scene in history by which it is surpassed: that where the Great Father 
gave his Isaac to a death from which there was no deliverance.” But before the redemptive significance of 
the event is fully revealed, it is Abraham’s faith which is most notably observed.  
 
God tested Abraham. 
Vv. 1-2 

• The chapter begins by drawing our attention directly to Abraham and his tested faith. Chapter 22 is the 
final account of Abraham’s faith sojourn since we were first introduced to him in chapter 12. Indeed, 
chapters 12 and 22 function as bookends for Abraham’s development as the great man of faith. This 
account is intended to teach us about obedient faith. That is why the opening words tell us that the 
shocking events which are to come are actually a test for Abraham’s faith.  

• Notice how God employs the language of familial love in his command to Abraham: “Take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go the land of Moriah” (vs. 2a). Isaac was Abraham’s only son by 
the virtue of the fact that Ishmael had been gone for over 10 years. For over ten years Isaac had been 
his old father’s laughter; the apple of his eye. This adds to the horror of what is to follow: “Offer him there 
as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you” (vs. 2b).  

• There are three imperatives which make up God’s command to Abraham: “Take,” “go,” and “offer him.” 
For Abraham, there was nothing strange about burnt offerings. Indeed, he was well aware of the process 
of burnt offerings having participated in such sacrifices his entire life. The beast was first dispatched by 
having its throat cut. Next came dismemberment. And finally, the various pieces of the beast would be 
burnt upon an altar. There was nothing alien about any of this in those days. Even human sacrifice was 
part of the world Abraham occupied from his life in Ur to the practices of the Canaanites and other pagans 
living in and around the Land of Promise. But now Abraham is forced to think of this bloody burning 
process applied to his dearly loved son. On the surface of things this command from God seemed to 
contradict his own promises. What is Abraham to make of this perplexing and horrifying command? 

 
Abraham believed and obeyed. 
Vv. 3-10 

• Abraham’s immediate obedience is astonishing: “So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his 
donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut wood for the burnt 
offering…” (vs. 3). “God was asking Abraham to act against common sense, his natural affections, and 
his lifelong hope.”1 We are not told anything about Abraham’s inner feelings or thoughts as he heard this 
command. We are left to imagine what was going on inside him. Certainly, it is reasonable to assume 
that Abraham was deeply distressed by God’s command. But the focus of the text is not Abraham’s 
feelings but rather his obedient faith.  

 
God kept his promise. 
Vv. 11-12 

• This moment grants tremendous relief. God came through. He had not forgotten his promise. He had a 
plan for deliverance all along. And once again, Abraham’s faith is proven to be well founded. As his hand 
is raised in an act of stunning obedience to the perplexing command of God, Abraham’s hand is stayed 

 
1 R. Kent Hughes, Genesis: Beginning and Blessing (Wheaton: Crossway, 2004) p. 301 
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by the LORD who has provided a substitute for Isaac just as he will one day provide a Substitute for all 
of his people. 

• Two important truths to affirm: 
a) God is not cruel. God is not playing games with Abraham and Isaac. In this incident God is enacting a 
drama which will stand as one of the chief sign posts pointing the way toward God’s salvation of his people. 
So, far from cruelty, God is blessing Abraham and Isaac by making them types of his great salvation to be 
consummated by the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Abraham points us to the loving Father who 
spares not his own Son but gives him up. And Isaac, the righteous seed, points us toward the people of 
God who require and are provided a divine Substitute to take their place on the altar of sacrifice. 
b) God is not ignorant. God is perfect and comprehensive in his knowledge. Therefore, God did not need 
proof of the quality of Abraham’s faith. God’s words in verse 12 are a way of honoring the faith of Abraham 
as it takes action in radical obedience. The word translated “now I know” was typically understood not as 
the discovery of something previously unknown. Rather, as one Old Testament scholar explains, the word 
is “the joyful cry of a person who experienced the effects of God’s action on his behalf.”2 Here it is used to 
describe God’s joyful knowledge of Abraham’s obedient faith. God did not learn something new. Rather, 
He was joyfully greeting Abraham’s faith as it came to full bloom.  
 
Theology Applied: 
1. Faith is better than doubt.  

• Certainly God is patient with us in our times of doubt. And we must not weigh ourselves down with shame 
when our faith falters. However, we must resist the seeming elevation of doubt to the level of virtue which 
has curiously found a place in much of the preaching and writing marketed to Christians. Failing to trust 
God is inevitable for saved sinners. But it is not a good thing. Faith is always better than doubt. 

• Imagine the joyful worship that would have flowed from the hearts of the old man and his young son. As 
the sacrifice God provided was consumed upon the altar the two would have declared their faith in the 
LORD their Provider (vs. 14). Proven faith is always an occasion for joy.  

 
2. Saving faith is an obedient faith.  

• We are not save by our obedience. But we are saved through the means of a faith which obeys. Scripture 
tells us that even the demons believe the facts concerning Jesus (James 2:19). But this “faithless belief” 
cannot save. The faith which God grants by his grace for the salvation of his elect is a faith which acts in 
obedience.  

 
3. Tested faith is an enduring faith.  

• An enduring faith is pleasing to God and good for us. Like few things in this world, an enduring faith has 
value beyond this life. Therefore, when God stretches us in order to strengthen and deepen our faith he 
is doing us good; he is adding fuel to the engine of our eternal joy. We will not face Abraham’s specific 
test of faith. But our faith will certainly be tested for it is in our best interest for God to do so (James 1:2-
4). Abraham’s response to God’s terrifying command demonstrates the attitude of a tested faith. That is, 
Abraham had complete confidence in God even though he could not fathom God’s ways. Though God’s 
ways are often mysterious and his plan unseen, he is nevertheless impeccably good and will always do 
what is right (Genesis 18:25). This is the resting place of an enduring faith.  

 
4. You are not Abraham  

• It may be that you have heard it preached that, like Abraham, you should be willing to sacrifice your child 
if God calls you to do that. But this is not the lesson to draw from this passage. You are not Abraham and 
your child is not Isaac. You do not occupy Abraham’s unique space in redemptive history. God will no 
more tell you to sacrifice your child than he will tell you to take the land of Canaan. Certainly we must 
remember that our children ultimately belong to the Lord just as we do. But God’s command to Abraham 
was unique in history. It was to establish a pattern of belief for God’s people wherein they would learn 
that, like Isaac, they would be redeemed by the work of a divinely appointed substitute. So, while we are 
certainly to imitate Abraham’s obedient faith, we are not to think that we will be called to repeat Abraham’s 
unique role in God’s plan for redemption.  

 
2 Allen Ross, Creation and Blessing (Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998) p. 399 


