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Join the Triumph of 
the Skies 
 

Luke 2:8-14     
And she gave birth to her firstborn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 

and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn  

(Luke 2:7). 
Jesus’ birth was unusual in its humble 
circumstances. Mary and Joseph were 
seemingly cogs in the wheels of Rome. 
Like everyone else, they made their way 
to their ancestral home in order to register 
for the tax. Joseph’s ancestral home, 
Bethlehem, was the very place where prophecy had dictated that the Messiah would be born: “But you, O 
Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days” (Micah 5:2). 
 
Tiny Bethlehem was filled with those traveling for the census. Joseph and Mary were forced to lodge in the 
portion of a home reserved for animals. There were no luxuries or even typical comforts that accompanied 
the birth of the Messiah. Thus, the glory of God’s love is displayed in the manner of Christ’s birth. The 
Father sent the Eternal Son in such a way that he would be a sympathizing High Priest for frail and fallen 
sinners.  
 
1. Join the shepherds in awe.     
Vv. 8-9 

• Vs. 8 – The Shepherds Fields (as they are known today) are about two miles from Bethlehem in the 
direction of the Dead Sea. As a young man, before he was king, David watched over his father’s flocks 
in these same fields. The text does not specify the timing of the angelic announcement in relation to 
Jesus’ birth but it is clear that the announcement was made on the day of the birth and the shepherds 
made haste to see him. 

• Vs. 9 – The appearance of an angel or angels is typically met with fear and / or worship.  

• In the hills outside Bethlehem, heaven erupted in praise over what the world ignored. Luke directs our 
attention to shepherds keeping watch over their flocks. Shepherds occupied the lower rungs of society at 
that time. They were a rough lot, spending their time with animals and equipped to fend off predators. 
Shepherds were considered ceremonially unclean and yet it was to these rough and lowly men to whom 
the announcement of the Messiah’s arrival was made.  

• It is clear in Scripture that the appearance of angels was typically accompanied by either fear or worship 
or both. The visual revelation of the Lord’s glory struck fear in the hearts of the shepherds. Though we 
are not afforded such visions in these post-apostolic times we have God’s powerful Word and the witness 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit that we may join the awe of the shepherds. Contemplating the nature of God 
– his Triune majesty and eternal perfections – stir the hearts of Christians and fill us with humble awe. 

 
2. Join the shepherds in hearing.    
Vv. 10-12 

• Vs. 10 – The word translated “bring good news” is taken from the Greek euangelidzo. It is the verb form 
of the noun we translate “gospel.” The angels were evangelizing the shepherds. They were announcing 
the good news of Jesus’ birth. 

• Vs. 11 – The title “Christ” is the Greek translation of the Hebrew word “Messiah,” which means anointed 
one. The child born in Bethlehem is the coming king of Old Testament prophecy. It is noteworthy that this 
is the first time in the Bible that the Messiah is specifically referred to as the Savior. The prophesied King 
is also the Savior of sinners. In Matthew’s account it is made clear that Jesus will come to save his people 
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from their sins. Step-by-step the Scriptures unfold the identity of the baby born in Bethlehem. It has 
already been revealed that he is the Lord. The true meaning of that title will unfold over time.  

• Vs. 12 – The sign is not that the baby would be in swaddling cloths like any other baby. The sign is that 
this particular baby would be lying in an animal’s feeding trough. 

• The announcement of the angel to the shepherds is not only an announcement of the Messiah’s arrival 
but an explanation of the purpose of his coming. The One born in Bethlehem (a fulfillment of prophecy) 
is the Christ; the Messiah. He is the long-awaited Deliverer. He is also the Lord. The baby born in 
Bethlehem is not merely a prophet or a mighty leader. He is God in the flesh; the Lord Almighty. The 
angelic song pronounces “peace” to all those upon whom God’s grace rests. This peace is not the peace 
of Rome. It is the peace which only God can bring about. It the peace of God and sinners reconciled.  

• The angels announce the good news. Literally they are “gospelling” the shepherds (vs. 10). There is 
nothing in the passage to indicate that the shepherds were devout. It is likely that we are meant to take 
these shepherds as the first Christian converts; the first recipients of the good news of the consolation of 
Israel. Though we live after the atoning death and victorious resurrection of Jesus, the gospel announced 
to the shepherds is the same gospel we have believed; that Jesus is Savior, Christ, and Lord.  

• Some 900 years before Jesus’ birth God’s people suffered a devastating division between Israel and 
Judah; the Northern and Southern Kingdoms. Around AD 722 Israel was conquered and carried away by 
the mighty Assyrians. Many in Judah were taken into exile by Babylon. The glory had departed. By the 
time of Jesus’ birth, Judah was a client state of a pagan Roman oppressor. 

• Augustus, the nephew of Julius Caesar, was on the throne of Rome. He had patiently consolidated power 
after the divisions caused by his uncle’s assassination. Augustus defeated the forces of Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra. He subdued the peoples to the north. There was peace in Rome. But it was a peace that came 
at the point of a sword. Judah survived, it seemed, only because Rome allowed it. How curious it is that 
God chose to display the glory of his redemptive purposes not when Judah was at her strongest but when 
she was at her weakest. 

• Augustus seems to have been the first Caesar to be worshipped as a god. He was lauded as a man who 
became a god. What beautiful irony that God sent his Son to become a man at a time when a man in 
Rome pretended to be a god. While Augustus was praised as “Savior of the World” God quietly sent the 
world’s true Savior through the womb of a virgin, born in the tiny city of David.  

 
3. Join the angels in praise.   
Vv. 13-14 

• Vs. 13 – The word translated “host” was often used to describe a great military force; an army. This vast 
army of the Lord arrives to announce peace and goodwill to the people of God. 

• Vs. 14 – The King James Bible renders the heavenly praise as: “Glory to God in the highest, Peace on 
earth, goodwill to men.” Far better is how the ESV and other more contemporary translations render the 
words: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

• The awesome might of the heavenly army bursts forth into the sight of those shepherds tending their 
flocks. For that one glorious moment the gulf between heaven and earth is bridged so that men of earth 
could see a glimpse of the glory of the highest heaven. The angel’s song is at once a doxology and a 
benediction. The first clause calls for God to be glorified in his highest heaven; that place reserved for the 
Lord’s holy habitation. The second clause pronounces the blessings of peace upon those with whom 
God’s favor rests. And who are these people upon whom God has rested his favor? They are all of those 
from every nation, tribe, and tongue throughout the ages who by God’s sovereign grace have ever and 
will ever cast their hope for redemption upon the Lord’s Christ, King Jesus. This is the sovereign work of 
God. As Christopher Ash writes: 

Peace comes to “those on whom his favor rests.” That is, God will choose who will come into his 
peace, and when, and how. God will decide. If you belong to Jesus the Savior, you have that 
joyful privilege because the favor of God has rested upon you. You didn’t deserve it; you didn’t 
earn it; you simply received it. It is all God’s sovereign kindness.1 

 

 
1 Christopher Ash, Repeat the Sounding Joy (UK: The Good Book Company, 2019) p. 103 


