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Part 21 – Glory in the Cross (2) 
 

Galatians 6:11-18      
“But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” (vs. 14). When Paul refers to the cross 
he typically is referring to the message of the gospel which 
includes the perfect obedience, sacrificial death, and 
victorious resurrection of Jesus. The shorthand of “the 
cross” to encapsulate the gospel message as a whole is a 
reminder that the cross stands as the centerpiece of God’s 
redemption of sinners. The cross means that a sinner’s 
justification before God is a work of grace alone apart from 
works of the law. 
 

The reason for Paul’s especially sober tone is that the Galatian churches had gathered to themselves 
Judaizers, “false brothers,” who had adulterated the gospel by which they had been converted. Their false 
gospel was one of human merit. Specifically, the agitators preached the necessity of circumcision in order 
to be justified by God. This one adjustment effectively obliterated the good news at the heart of the gospel. 
In contrast, stands the gospel of God’s grace in Christ Jesus. The gospel proclaims the forgiveness of sins 
and justification of sinners by the cross of Christ. This is why Christians glory in the cross. On the cross our 
salvation was achieved. On the cross our pattern of living was set. And on the cross hangs the blessings 
of God’s grace.  
 

1. The Achievement of the Cross 
Vs. 16 – “And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.” 

• “Walk” is a common metaphor in Scripture for the Christian life. The great saints of the Old Testament 
are said to have walked with God. In the New Testament Christians are exhorted likewise to “walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling you have received” (Ephesians 4:1). One’s “walk” is the same as one’s 
manner of living.  

• “This rule” likely modifies the most immediate prior clause: “For neither circumcision counts for anything, 
nor uncircumcision, but a new creation” (vs. 15). Here, Paul is juxtaposing two different ages in 
redemptive history. On the one hand is the temporal age which relied upon certain laws and ceremonies 
to help the people anticipate and understand the coming Christ. On the other hand is the eternal new 
creation marked by the cross of Christ as he fulfilled all the old ceremonies (sacrificial system, 
circumcision, feast days, etc.). Christ inaugurated the new age of redemptive history. The ceremonial 
laws have served their purpose. Christ has come and atoned for the sins of God’s people. Therefore, 
even now, we live as citizens in God’s new creation where the substance of Christ has fulfilled all the 
shadows which pointed to him. To rely upon those old types and shadows for salvation is to deny Christ 
and his gospel. It is to live as though Christ had not come and made atonement. So, “this rule” is a 
reference to the entirety of the saving work of Christ Jesus; the salvation proclaimed in the gospel.  

• Paul offers his hearers a blessing of “peace and mercy.” In this context, peace is to be understood as 
that peace which a sinner can have with God. But this peace is only achievable by the mercy of God; a 
mercy purchased on the cross. There is nothing a sinner can do to make peace with God. For that to 
happen God must act. He must remove the obstacle which stands between them. The gospel explains 
how it is that God can make peace with sinners for the gospel tells of how God satisfied his own righteous 
justice through the propitiation of his own Son (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 2:17; 1 John 2:2; 1 John 4:10). 
God’s mercy is not a sentimental feeling. Rather it is an objective state whereby his kindness to sinners 
is justified by the sacrifice of his Son. So God’s mercy toward sinners is not a flimsy state which can fade 
as quickly as it appears. Rather his mercy is grounded in his own justice accomplished on the cross.  

• Paul’s “peace and mercy” is conditioned upon their walking “by this rule.” That is, peace with God is 
conditioned upon believing and continuing in the gospel. God is not arbitrary or random in his mercy 
toward sinners. It is a mercy which is received by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

• “The Israel of God” in the final clause of verse 16 is significant in helping us understand the continuity of 
God’s redemptive purpose. “The blessing of peace and mercy comes from a traditional Jewish 
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benediction. However, here Paul uses it to refer not merely to Jews, but to all true children of Abraham, 
whether Jews or Gentiles. It is a way of saying that the church is the new Israel…The promises that God 
made to Israel are fulfilled in the true spiritual Israel, which is the church of Jesus Christ. God has one 
people in Christ, and what unites them is the cross.”1 The cross did not merely save individual sinners. A 
vast company of people were saved at the cross; the church of Jesus Christ, the Israel of God.  

 

2. The Signature of the Cross  
Vs. 17 

• Paul levels one last salvo against the false brothers in Galatia. He refuses to dignify them by naming 
them. These are not brothers in Christ who are merely struggling. They are wolves devouring lambs. 
They are proclaiming a false gospel and have therefore heaped judgment upon themselves. Paul’s 
assertion to no longer tolerate the false brothers is actually a gracious warning for they have placed 
themselves under the wrath of God. Also, these words are not actually directed to the false brothers but 
to the Christians in Galatia. It is their responsibility to rid themselves of the Judaizers. James Boice 
comments, “It would be far better if the churches he founded at such a cost would assume their own 
share of suffering above all by resisting the kind of teaching that the legalizers upheld and therefore, if 
necessary, by enduring whatever persecution might follow.”2 

• Paul refers here to his physical suffering as an apostle. His opponents often pointed to Paul’s suffering 
as an indication that he could not truly be an apostle. For Paul, however, the suffering he endured as an 
apostle of Jesus was the Lord’s mark of ownership upon him; the authentication of his status as an 
apostle. His scars were marks of authentication upon his body even as his own handwriting marked the 
epistle’s authentication in the closing words. Paul gives a summary of his sufferings in 2 Corinthians 
11:23-25. 

• We boast in the cross by being prepared to suffer for it. That is, we glory in the cross when we believe it 
and proclaim it in a world that hates it. It is a costly thing to glory in the cross as Paul’s body testified. But 
our sufferings for the sake of Christ are his signature, his mark of authentication upon our lives. 

 

3. The Good Word of the Cross  
Vs. 18 

• While Paul cannot give thanks for where the Galatian Christians are in terms of their drift from the gospel 
he nevertheless ends the letter appropriately with a benediction. Benediction means literally “good” 
(bene) “word” (diction). There are many wonderful benedictions in Scripture. The Scriptural benedictions 
are meant to convey a blessing from God to the people. Certainly we think of the benediction spoken by 
Aaron over God’s people (Numbers 6:22-26). The New Testament epistles typically conclude with a 
benediction. 

• Certain words in Paul’s benediction point toward the hope he had even for these confused Galatians: 
a) “Our Lord Jesus Christ” 

o Paul remains confident that even in their presently confused state the Galatian Christians share his 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

b) “Brothers” 
o Likewise, Paul assures them that because of their reception of the true gospel – though they are now 

being confused by false brothers – they remain his brothers in Christ.  
c) “Amen” 

o The “amen” confirms and ratifies the blessing. The benediction is a true word; a true blessing from 
God. 

d) “Grace” 
o This is what the epistle to the Galatians is all about in the first place. Sinners are saved by grace 

alone (Sola Gratia!). In the end we will stand before our Maker and Redeemer in his grace alone. 
Grace means there is nothing in our obedience to boast about. Grace means that our only ground of 
boasting is the cross of Christ by which our sins have been removed. 

 
1 Philip Ryken, Galatians, REC (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 2005) p. 279 
2 Quoted by Terry Johnson, Galatians, MEC (Scotland: Christian Focus, 2012) p. 277 


