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Part 42 – Grace and Justice 
 

Genesis 18:1-21 
In the first 21 verses of chapter 18 we see both the 
grace of God’s repeated promise to Abraham and 
Sarah as well as his justice as he turns his face 
toward the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. In his 
kindness, the Lord repeats the same promise he had 
made to Abraham years earlier. This time Sarah’s 
faltering faith is the focus of the encounter. And yet, 
just as with Abraham, even as he corrects her, the 

Lord deals gently with Sarah’s doubt. Abraham is set forth as the friend of God. His former doubts have 
been replaced by trust and loyalty.  
 
Vv. 1-2 – The men showed up during mid-day which because of the heat was often a time of rest. The three 
men, as was suggested in 18:1 and will be confirmed in 19:1, were actually the Lord and two angels. “The 
Lord” in v. 1 is “Yahweh.” What we have here is a theophany, the appearance of God in the form of a man; 
not yet an incarnation, but an anticipation of the incarnation.1  
Vv. 3-4 – The form of the Hebrew word used for “Lord” here (Adonai is used only for God) suggests that 
Abraham at least understood that the three men were no ordinary visitors and his treatment of them 
demonstrates this.2 
Vv. 5-8 – A seah is two gallons of grain! Abraham is presented here as the “consummate host.” “Something 
to eat” turns out to be a great banquet.3 Abraham’s hospitality is presented as exemplary.  
Vs. 12 – The One who knows Sarah’s thoughts can also open her womb. Sarah had the same incredulous 
reaction as did her husband Abraham. 
Vv. 13-14 – Much like Abraham in chapter 17, Sarah laughs incredulously at the promise of the Lord. Being 
the Lord, their guest is able to discern Sarah’s innermost thoughts. He promises that their child will arrive 
within a year’s time.  
Vs. 15 – Sarah lies to the Lord about having laughed at his promise. The Bible never glosses over the 
failures of its heroes, even of the most important figures in the history of redemption. 
Vs. 16 – The narrative shifts from a focus on the Lord’s gracious promise to his holy justice as he prepares 
Abraham for the coming judgment of the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah.  
Vv. 17-21 – The dialogue between the Lord and Abraham is strictly for Abraham’s benefit that he might 
continue to act in wisdom and righteousness. God’s esteem for his chosen prophets is seen in his 
determination to use them in the working out of his sovereign plans. Here, the Lord is preparing Abraham 
to be a father of nations by teaching him the vital importance of justice. This, in turn, is something that must 
be taught to God’s people from parent to child (vs. 19). That the Lord announces his intention to “go down 
and see” (vs. 21) what is happening in Sodom and Gomorrah is not an indication of any lack of knowledge 
on his part. Rather it is a lesson to Abraham that justice is founded upon truth and the one charged with 
carrying out justice must establish the truth of each situation placed before him. 
 
1. God will not forget his promise. 
Vv. 1-15 

 The passage makes clear that Abraham’s three guests that day were the Lord Himself and two angels. 
These Old Testament appearances of God in human form are known as theophanies. These pre-
incarnate appearances of God are not to be thought of as equivalent to the Son’s incarnation in human 
flesh. In a theophany, the Lord does not lay aside any of his Divine rights or take on the frailties of a 
human nature. Indeed, Abraham recognizes immediately the worth of this visitor. 

 The visitors do something that was out of accord with the protocol of near eastern cultures. They ask 
Abraham where Sarah is (these visitors know Sarah’s new covenantal name). In those days the women 
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and the men did not eat together. It is unthinkable that a guest would have called his host's wife by her 
name. That would be entirely too familiar, even if he knew her name. This is a clear indication that their 
visit was intended at least in part for Sarah. 

 Sarah’s laughter, like that of Abraham in chapter 17 is an expression of unbelief. The Lord responds to 
Sarah in verse 14 by asserting the very truth every generation of believers relies upon: "Is anything too 
difficult for the Lord?" God’s call for his people to trust him is grounded entirely in his character. He is the 
good and sovereign God for whom nothing is too difficult. Without that, what hope would we have?  

 Sarah's denial of her laughter doesn't deter the Almighty. He corrects her but as one who loves her. The 
Lord Himself has come to eat a meal in the tent of His servant in order to assure Sarah specifically. The 
Lord is kind to his children, even in their doubts and struggles.  

 By now Abraham has proven himself to the friend of God. His insight, attentiveness, hospitality and faith 
are all indications that he is being shaped by the Lord’s standards of righteousness.  

 There is much for Christians to consider about the hospitality of Abraham. Consider for a moment the 
picture the New Testament provides of a table spread for us in the age to come. Luke’s Gospel speaks 
of this in chapter 12 where we are told that the Lord Jesus Himself will serve us (vs. 37). The Lord Jesus 
will take the place of Abraham, standing while you are fed in the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. What an 
extraordinary Friend we have in Jesus!  

 
2. God will not disregard his justice.  
Vv. 16-21 

 There is a looming sense of judgment as the Lord turns his face toward wicked Sodom. Of Genesis 
chapter 18 Derek Kidner writes: “The noon encounter in this chapter and the night scene at Sodom in the 
next are in every sense a contrast of light and darkness. The former quietly intimate and full of promise, 
is crowned by the intercession in which Abraham’s faith and love show a new breadth of concern. The 
second scene is all confusion and ruin, moral, physical, ending in a loveless squalor which is even uglier 
than the great overthrow of the cities.”4 

Vv. 16-17 – “…Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do…” 

 Here, the Lord is not unsure about the best course of action. Rather, Moses records the events in such 
a way as to instruct Abraham (and believes of all generations) that the Lord holds in high esteem his 
prophets. He works his sovereign will while inviting the participation of his chosen instruments.  

Vs. 19 – “For I have chosen him, that he may command his children and his household after him to keep 
the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham what he 
has promised him” (vs. 19).  

 God establishes a sense of urgency in one generation passing the faith along to the next. Considering 
the world’s active attempts to catechize our children in wickedness and error, how much more must our 
labors be to indoctrinate them in the truth!   

 There is a Hebrew word play in vv. 19 and 20. The Hebrew word “righteousness” in v. 19 sounds like the 
word “outcry” in v. 20. The Lord had called Abraham to live a righteous life and immediately the outcry of 
Sodom’s wickedness has come up to the Lord. Abraham’s call to be a righteous man and Sodom’s great 
sin are going to collide as events unfold. There will be a necessary conflict between Abraham’s 
righteousness and Sodom’s great sin. Keep in mind that Abraham has been designated by God to be the 
father of nations; a conduit of God’s blessing to all the world. Therefore, Abraham’s life must stand as a 
righteous rebuke to wickedness.  

 As Abraham is made aware of God’s coming judgement he states: “Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do what is just?” (vs. 25). In being introduced to the Lord’s justice, Abraham is being tested just as we 
are. In the Bible the word “righteousness” typically refers to a godly way of life; authentic Christian 
behavior. That is certainly its meaning in verse 19. 

 Abraham is set before us as the righteous man, the truly good and godly man. He is godly in his concern 
for justice and mercy. In particular, Abraham is exemplary in his concern for the reputation of God and 
for the lives of others. If we would be the people God would have us to be, we must aspire to be like 
Abraham in his faith, his concern for others, and his commitment to righteousness.  
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