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Part 19 – Doing Good  
 

Galatians 6:6-10  
In chapter six Paul continues the work of applying what he 
has taught about the Fruit of the Spirit (5:22-23). The one 
who is justified by faith is indwelt by the Holy Spirit. He is 
brought into spiritual union with the risen Christ. As such, 
the Christian’s life will show evidence of this significant 
inner transformation. Christians will do good to those 
around them. The Fruit of the Spirit are conspicuous in that 
they require us to be in regular contact with others. How 
can we love or be gentle or demonstrate patience or 

exercise self-control if we are not regularly with and seeking to do good to others?  
 
“The Holy Spirit does not produce this fruit for our private enjoyment. True Spirituality is not an individualistic 
quest for self-fulfillment…The life of the Spirit flourishes for the sake of others. It is not experienced in 
private, primarily, but exercised in public. Therefore, it does not grow in isolation, but within the community 
of faith. Spiritual life is meant to be shared. It is less like a fruit tree hidden away somewhere in a secret 
garden, and more like one that grows in a public park.”1 

 
1. Do good to the church’s prodigals. 
Vs. 1 – “Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 
spirit of gentleness.” 

 Chapter six does not introduce a new line of thought for Paul. He is continuing to build upon his instruction 
from chapter five concerning the deeds of the flesh and the Fruit of the Spirit. He moves from the general 
exhortation in 5:24-25 to the more specific exhortations to do good to those around us.2 The chapter 
begins with instruction to do good to those who have wandered into sin. They are to be restored with 
gentleness. Notice how Paul calls “you who are spiritual,” to do this work of restoring prodigals. Real 
spiritual work often takes the form of doing good to those around us. Certainly we should pray and 
meditate on the Scriptures. These “spiritual” things are essential to the Christian life. But so is doing good. 
And here Paul calls the faithful to go after and retrieve the one who has wandered away.  

 Doing good to prodigals will at times require church discipline which is painful for a while. And, certainly, 
not all efforts to retrieve the one who has wandered into sin are successful. But even the pain of proper 
discipline has as its prize the gentle restoration of the prodigal.  

 

2. Do good to the church’s pastors. 
Vs. 6 – “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches.” 

 Christians do good by sharing with one another. Throughout the Scriptures God instructs his people to 
be generous. Here, Paul calls attention to the kind of sharing between a minister and the congregation. 
The minister shares faithful teaching and preaching from God’s Word. The word used in verse 6 for 
teaching is the word from which we get the English word “catechism.” It indicates oral instruction from the 
Scriptures. And, of course, this is the primary job description for the pastor’s gospel ministry. He must 
guard his time so that he is not distracted from his primary role. As the apostles were to give themselves 
primarily to the ministry of the Word (Acts 6:2), so too with pastors. 

 It was common among pagan religions for the priests to charge fees for their various services, spells, 
incantations, sacrifices, etc. Pastors, however, are to be supported by the voluntary tithes and offerings 
of the people of God. In this way it is mutual “sharing,” not charging a fee for services. 

 While all elders are to instruct and provide leadership to the church, there are some elders who are set 
apart full time for this ministry and therefore “get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:14; 1 
Timothy 5:17-18). These are pastors or ministers. In the PCA we call them “Teaching Elders.” Paul tells 
us here that the church is responsible to “share all good things,” with those whose role is to minister the 
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Word of God. Martin Luther explained well the need for this sharing: “It is impossible that one man should 
be devoted to household duties day and night for his support and at the same time pay attention to the 
study of Sacred Scripture, as the teaching ministry requires.”  

 Preaching and teaching the Scriptures well is time-consuming. It is rigorous mentally and intellectually. 
Much study and prayer are required. But such a ministry is also emotionally draining as a faithful preacher 
will labor over his work in prayer and careful consideration of the needs of the congregation. He is well 
aware that he will stand before God to give an account for his service to the church. It is also spiritually 
treacherous work in that the one tasked to preach and teach is often a target of attack by Satan, the 
Accuser. The pastor bears the criticisms of those who are dissatisfied. And on top of it all he struggles 
with the unwelcome but recurring fear that he is failing in his calling. Yes, the job of pastor is actual work. 
He does it for the good of God’s beloved people. Share with your pastors “all good things.”  

 

A Warning! 
 Verses 7-9 seem almost like an interruption in the section. But Paul has not lost his train of thought. 

These verses serve as a warning. Doing good to others is no trifling matter. Our actions have 
consequences. Lest we think that doing good to those around us is anything less than a matter of great 
significance Paul warns us of the judgment to come. Specifically, he warns against sowing a lifestyle 
which will end in facing God’s righteous judgment in the age to come. The significance of our deeds in 
this life in no way undermine the truth that Paul has already established about what justifies us before 
God (grace alone working through faith alone). However, the same God who justifies sinners by grace 
through faith alone also establishes the law of the harvest: What is sown will yield a harvest in keeping 
with the nature of the seed. “God is not mocked,” Paul warns. We cannot pretend to be justified before 
him and proceed to live a sinfully selfish life disinterested in the lives of those around us.  

 

3. Do good to the church’s neighbors. 
Vs. 10a-b – “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone…” 

 “So then…” After the warning, Paul continues with his train of thought. Since God is not mocked and we 
will reap what we sow, let us keep doing good. In verse 10 Paul casts the net wide. “…as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone…” Paul is not calling for us to neglect our duties to our family and 
employer. He is not calling us to use doing good as an excuse to escape other fundamental 
responsibilities. Rather, as we go through life as a spouse, a parent, a child, a friend, or an employee let 
us not neglect our responsibility to do good to those outside our closest circles. 

 The comprehensiveness of Paul’s words here reminds us that no one is outside the scope of our concern. 
Certainly, we cannot do good to everyone on the planet nor should we try. Rather we are to remember 
that the people we encounter in our workplace, neighborhood, classroom, coffee shop, and intersections 
are our neighbors whom we are called to love. Whatever distance they may have from us ethnically, 
culturally, religiously, morally, or politically does not change the call upon us to do good to them.  

 

4. Do good to the church’s members. 
Vs. 10c – “…and especially to those who are of the household of faith.” 

 Without neglecting our neighbor who is outside the household of faith we are to nevertheless begin our 
doing good among our fellow believers; our brothers and sisters in God’s household. Without diminishing 
our obligation to do good to all, Paul places emphasis on our obligation to those with whom we share 
spiritual communion. The church is the fulfillment of the hope of Israel. As such, the church is an extended 
spiritual family whose roots reach back to God’s covenant with Abraham. Paul’s use of “faith” to describe 
the defining characteristic of the church ought to resonate with those who have been following along with 
the entire letter. As he has argued so passionately concerning the role of faith in Christ in justification 
now he points to faith in Christ as that which knits us to all who those who have trusted in Christ. “As he 
has argued throughout Galatians, faith (in Christ) is the fundamental and transforming mark of God’s new 
covenant people.”3 

                                                           
3 Ibid, 389 


