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Part 11 – No Longer Slaves (2)  
 

Galatians 4:1-7     
The message of the Judaizers (the false teachers in 
Galatia) was one of salvation, at least in part, by 
obedience to the regulations and ceremonies of the law 
of Moses. What they offered the people was salvation by 
merit. But the Apostle Paul had a far greater vision. 
Anyone can come up with the idea of salvation by works, 
technique, obedience, etc. Indeed, salvation by works is 
the default religion of all mankind.  
 

But the grand vision of the gospel is that God in his 
sovereign mercy makes sinners his sons through the 

life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The gospel promises that redemption from bondage to sin and 
death provided by Christ alone is received by grace alone through faith alone. In other words, justification 
before God is entirely the work of God without any contribution by mankind so that sinners are justified 
before God by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  
 

1. Know your history. 
• Galatians can be understood in one sense as a history lesson. Specifically, Paul seeks to help the 

Galatian Christians to properly locate themselves in redemptive history. The “false brothers” influencing 
the churches in Galatia were, in essence, turning back the clock of history. They were calling Christians 
to return to a time when, as infants, they were cared for by a schoolmaster. They were calling full heirs 
to return to the time of infancy before they were old enough to access their full inheritance.  

 

2. Know your Savior.  
a) Your Savior is fully divine. 
b) Your Savior is fully human. 
c) Your Savior is fully sufficient.  
 

3. Know your status.  
Vv. 5-7 

• Just as Israel enjoyed a special status in the world as God’s particular people, so now the church of Jesus 
made up of Gentiles and Jews; men and women from around the world possess that special status in its 
fullness. In other words, the sonship prefigured in Israel has come into its fullness in the church with each 
believer being granted the status of son of God. It should be kept in mind that the sonship of believers 
differs fundamentally from the sonship of Jesus Christ who is the eternally begotten Son of God co-
existing and co-equal with the Father and Spirit.  

• Believers have been “redeemed,” Paul says, so that “we might receive adoption as sons.” As a result of 
this redemption, believers are made sons of God through adoption by the Holy Spirit. Adoption was an 
established practiced in the Greco-Roman world. Adoption conferred legal rights and privileges upon the 
one who was adopted. Christians enjoy the status of an adopted son; “heirs of all that God has promised 
to his own people.”1 But little if anything is known of adoption in the Old Testament (this is not to say that 
the practice was unknown). However, as Paul shifts from adoption to sonship the flavor is distinctly 
Hebrew. In Exodus 4:22 God declares, “Israel is my firstborn son.” Paul reinforces that theme in Romans 
9:4 where he describes those who believe in Jesus as the true Israel. In 2 Corinthians 6:18 Paul applies 
to all Christians God’s promise of the Davidic kingdom (2 Samuel 7:14 – “I will be his father, and he will 
be my son.”).  

“In claiming that Christians enjoy  [“adoption as sons”], then, Paul is claiming not only 

that we believers become his adopted children, with all the rights and privileges pertaining to 

 
1 Douglas Moo, Galatians (BECNT) (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2013) p. 268 
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that status, but also that we have become his own people, inheriting the status and blessings 
promised to his people Israel.”2 

 

A) “You are no longer a slave...” (vs. 7) 

• In the first clause of verse 7 Paul states the status of believers by way of negation – “You are no longer 
slaves.” Christians are no longer enslaved either to worldly paganism or old covenant ceremonies. Not 
even the eternal moral law of God (10 Commandments) can serve as the means of our justification before 
God. By his life, death, and resurrection Jesus has broken the curse of anything that would enslave his 
people to condemnation or shame.  

 

B) “…but a son.” (vs. 7)  

• Believers are sons of God by adoption through the Holy Spirit. The designation “son” has to do with 
status. What was once only granted to male heirs belongs to all believers, male and female alike. 
Believers have been redeemed from sin and unto sonship (vs. 5). That means, among other things, that 
believers status as sons is not earned through their obedience. It is achieved through the redeeming 
perfection and sacrificial death of Christ the Lord. Therefore this status cannot be altered, diminished or 
lost.  

 

• Paul uses language that helps us understand the blessing of our status as sons. 
i) “Abba, Father” (vs. 6) 

• Notice the Trinitarian language. God sends the Holy Spirit “into our hearts.” God’s activity is not “a minor 
disturbance on the surface of life.”3 John Stott notes that the activity of the Spirit is “not by some 
spectacular gift or sign but by the quiet inward witness of the Spirit as we pray.”4 The term “Abba, Father” 
indicates relational intimacy. It can properly be understood as “Dearest Father.” F.F. Bruce describes 
“Abba” as “the voice of the Spirit of Jesus (on the lips of his people).5 In Christ we are not outsiders but 
household insiders; sons of God. So, by the Holy Spirit, God adds to our status as sons, the experience 
of being a chosen child of God, given the language of a family member. God is a good and loving Father. 
Like all good fathers, God desires that his children receive and rest in his love. The Heavenly Father who 
knew his children before the foundations of the world certainly desires that they know for certain that they 
are dearly loved. “Abba Father” is the language of the beloved.  

 

ii) “Heir” (vv. 1, 7) 

• Befitting their status as sons, believers in Jesus have been written into the will of God. That is, they have 
been made heirs of all the benefits and blessings that God has to bestow upon his beloved sons. 

• Paul employs the preposition  (“through”) which should be understood here as “ultimate cause or 

author.”6 So God is not an instrument of our being heirs. Rather he is the Author of our status as heirs. 
He is the One who creates and bestows upon us our inheritance.  

 

iii) “Adoption” (vs. 5) 

• Adoption was commonly known in the Greco-Roman world in which Paul lived. Adoption is a legally 
binding commitment. The one adopted is given all the rights and status of an heir; a full member of the 
family. Additionally, the one adopted holds the knowledge that they were deliberately chosen.  

• Of the believer’s adoption, The Westminster Confession of Faith offers the following summary: 
All those who are justified, God vouchsafes, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, to make 
partakers of the grace of adoption, by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy the 
liberties and privileges of the children of God, have his name put upon them, receive the Spirit 
of adoption, have access to the throne of grace with boldness, are enabled to cry, Abba Father, 
are pitied, protected, provided for, and chastened by him, as by a father: yet never cast off, but 
sealed to the day of redemption; and inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation. 
(12:1) 
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4 John Stott, The Message of Galatians (Downers Grove: IVP, 1968) p. 12 
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