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The Way Home  
 
John 14:1-7      
 
1. The Crisis  

• The first words of chapter 14 have a context. Jesus had already entered Jerusalem to cheering 
crowds (12:12ff). He had proclaimed his impending death as the very purpose for which he 
came into the world (12:27ff). Chapter 13 is an account of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples 
before he was turned over and crucified. There, Jesus humbled himself and washed their feet 
as a prelude to his ultimate act of sacrifice (vv. 1-20). Jesus then revealed Judas’ act of betrayal 
and Peter’s coming denial.  

• All of this presented a crisis to the disciples not least of all because they still were not able or 
willing to accept the fact that Jesus was going to be turned over to the Romans and crucified. 
The crises we face range from fears over finances to the well-being of our children to the 
damage of a global pandemic (and everything in between). To be alive in a fallen world is to be 
burdened. To be a sinner living in a world full of sinners is to be faced with an unending variety 
of crises. Jesus never denied this. Indeed, he labored to prepare his disciples that by following 
him their crises would increase.  

• As the great D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones preached in the first half of the 20th century:  
The gospel commends itself to me because of its truth, because it does not say, “Well now, let’s 
forget our troubles and think of something beautiful.” It says, “In the world you shall have 
tribulation” (John 16:33). It says that in a world like this, dominated by Satan, there will be “wars 
and rumors of wars” (Matthew 24:6)…The gospel confronts us with facts…It comes and tells me, 
“Let not your heart be troubled.” But it comes in the light of Gethsemane and Jesus’ trial and cruel 
death upon the cross, the broken body, the burial, the utter hopelessness and despair. Then, and 
only then, it goes on to tell me of the resurrection and the glory of the ascension and the sending 
of the Holy Spirit…It has taken me through the facts, through the tunnel of darkness to the dawn 
that lights the other end.1 

 
2. The Command  
Vs. 1 – “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.”  

• These are imperative statements. Jesus is not making suggestions. Unintentional as it may be, 
we sometimes cast a negative light on the notion of commandments. After all, our hearts tend 
to react against being told what to do. But we must remember what the Scriptures tell us about 
God’s commands.  

Psalm 40:8 - I delight to do your will, O my God; your law is within my heart.” 
Psalm 119:10 - With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments!   
Psalm 119:18 - Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law.  
Psalm 119:48 - I will lift up my hands toward your commandments, which I love, and I will meditate 
on your statutes.  
Psalm 119:77 - Let your mercy come to me, that I may live; for your law is my delight.  
Psalm 119:35 - Lead me in the path of your commandments, for I delight in it. 

 

• Vs. 1a – “Let not your hearts be troubled.” 

• The first clause – an imperative – is a recognition on Jesus’ part that the news of his death and 
departure has indeed troubled the disciples. And how could it not? They had come to rely so 
much on Jesus. What is more, they had not yet comprehended Jesus’ promise to come again. 
As far as they knew, death meant only one thing, even for Jesus.  

 
1 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Let Not Your Heart be Troubled (Wheaton: Crossway, 2009) p. 24 
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• Without lifting the source of their trouble – his death and departure – Jesus nevertheless calls 
them to be at peace; to ease their hearts. This is not an exercise in denying reality. Rather, 
Jesus call for his disciples – the same call that he would make to us today – is grounded fully in 
reality. Jesus is not going to merely die. He is going to die to redeem them from their sin. He is 
not just going to be buried but he is going to be raised. When he returns to his Father he is not 
abandoning them. He will be with them all the more powerfully through the ministry of the Holy 
Spirit. So the command to be untroubled is the most sensible thing a follower of Jesus can do. 

 

• Vs. 1b – “Believe in God; believe also in me.” 

• Repeatedly in John’s gospel, Jesus links himself directly to the Father. For instance, he has just 
told them, “And whoever sees me sees him who sent me” (12:45). To look upon Jesus was to 
look upon God. As Paul writes in Colossians 1, “He is the image of the invisible God” (vs. 15). 
In other words, Jesus is God made visible to human eyes. Here, Jesus is not separating himself 
from the Father as though he is another god or a lesser god. Rather Jesus is doing the very 
thing he was crucified for. He is equating himself with God. He is saying that to believe in God 
is necessary to believe in him. As John affirms in the opening words of his gospel, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made” (John 1:1-2). 

• In the face of their current crisis, Jesus called his disciples to believe in him. Now, Jesus’ 
disciples were men of faith. Theirs was an often faltering faith to be sure. Nevertheless, they 
had believed in Jesus. They had walked away from their previous lives to follow him. And what 
we learn here is that we never outgrow the basics. Jesus takes his disciples back to first things: 
“Believe in me.” When the whole world panics, believe in Jesus. When the doctor has bad news, 
believe in Jesus. When the loneliness is excruciating, believe in Jesus. When your child won’t 
listen, believe in Jesus. When the sin seems so satisfying, believe in Jesus.  

 
 
3. The Comfort  
Vv. 2-4 – “In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, that where I am you may be also. And you know the way to where I am going.” 

• “Human beings long for home.  Just as they long for life and can never make peace with the 
prospect of death, just as eternity has been written in their hearts, so has home. And what is 
heaven, Jesus is telling us here, but finally and at last the home for which all human beings long 
with an inconsolable longing.” (Robert Rayburn)  

• Christians ought not be shy about the fact that we long for heaven. We live looking forward to 
that home where “sickness, sorrow, pain and death are felt and feared no more.”  

 
Vv. 5-7 – “Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him.’” 

• Here, Jesus corrects Thomas. It’s as though Jesus is saying, “Thomas, you do know the way 
because you know me. I am the way…” The disciples already knew the way home. Then and 
now the way to our true and eternal home has always been a Person. The way home has always 
been Jesus.  


