
Setting the Stage for the Story of Redemption: An Overview of the Pentateuch 

Week 2 | Genesis  

Overview |  

The title “Genesis” comes from the Greek word which means “origin.” 

Genesis covers a wide range of history stemming from the creation of the world up until approximately 

1900 B.C.. 

“Only one character is present from the beginning of the book to the end, and that character is God. 

Virtually every passage in Genesis provides answers to the question ‘What is God like?’ This question 

and a secondary one – ‘How do God and people relate to one another’ – provide a helpful analytic grid 

for all parts of the book…The unifying plot of Genesis is God’s interaction with the sinfulness of the 

human race. The history that Genesis tells has a double thrust: the evil of the human race that brings 

God’s judgment upon it, and God’s redemptive actions in saving a remnant of believers for himself. It is 

obvious already in Genesis that God has a plan for dealing with human sinfulness. A subplot is the story 

of characters’ trusting God versus trusting what seems sensible or expedient from a human point of 

view.” – Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 30 

 

Structure | Two main sections 

Genesis has two main sections: chapters 1-11 (Primeval History) and 12-50 (Patriarchal History). 

     
  Taken from Ryken’s Bible Handbook, p. 5 

 

 



Key Themes | 

Creation/Fall/Re-creation  

 Genesis 1-2 gives us a picture of the creation – the world as it was. 

 Genesis 3 gives us a picture of the pollution, corruption, and death that sin and rebellion brought to 

God’s good world. 

 Genesis 6-9 gives us a picture of God’s judgment on sin, his gracious saving of a few, and of a new 

beginning for his creation (although one tainted with sin). 

 The unfolding of the story of scripture after this is the story of God moving toward a people, making 

a way for them to be in relationship with him, with the end goal of a new creation without the 

possibility of sin.  

Covenant – (Material taken from Sacred Bond by Michael Brown and Zack Keele, pp. 17-18) 

 A covenant: 
o “A solemn agreement with oaths and/or promises, which imply certain sanctions or 

legality.”   
o It can be between equals (marriage) or between unequals (superior/inferior).  

 Biblical covenants: 
o They are between God and His people/mankind 
o God is the author and initiator 
o They are divine commitments bound by oath – God’s promises or oaths to humans with 

seals and/or signs.  

 What role do covenants play? 
o “God’s purpose in history is to govern his kingdom of creation and bring forth his holy 

kingdom. His covenants, therefore, are the way that God administers his kingdom. As God 
brings forth his redemptive kingdom from Genesis 3:15, he administers his kingdom through 
the covenant of grace and its different administrations. The Mosaic covenant is the 
constitution of the Israelite theocracy. The new covenant is the constitution for the church, 
the kingdom of heaven on earth. God’s kingdom people are called the covenant community 
and citizens of heaven. God’s covenants embody that relationship: what God has done for 
us, as well as our obligations to him. Hence, covenant is not a means to an end, but it is the 
end itself – communion between God and His people.” 

 

 

 

Four Aspects to the Covenant of Works | (Sacred Bond, pp. 43-44) 

 God is the one who initiates the covenant with Adam in creation.  
o God gives the stipulations for living in the Garden (Gen. 2:16-17). 

 The promise of life is based on Adam’s perfect obedience.  



o Adam’s works of perfect obedience would secure for him the promises of life and blessing. 
o Adam was fully able to be obedient. (True free will.)  
o His actual sin of disobedience brought upon the covenant curse. 

 The promises and the curses related to the covenant were eternal and spiritual in nature. 
o The curse of death brought upon a spiritual death and a cutting off of relationship between 

God and man.  
o This break in relationship and spiritual death is emphasized by our physical death.  

 God made the covenant with Adam and all of his posterity.  
o Adam is the covenant representative (federal head) for all of mankind. His sin is imputed 

(transferred to us). 
o All of mankind bears the burden of the covenant curse because in Adam, we all sinned are 

guilty.  
 
 

Six Examples of the Covenant of Grace | (Sacred Bond, p. 66) 

The covenant promise in redemptive history – “I will be your God and you shall be my people.” This is 

based on God’s faithfulness and his purposes through Christ to gather His elect.  

1. With Abraham (Gen. 17:7) 
2. With His covenant people during the exodus (Ex. 6:7) 
3. With His covenant people as He gave them the law (Lev. 26:11-12) 
4. With His disobedient covenant people (Jer. 31:33; Ez. 34:23-24; 37:26-28) 
5. With His New Testament covenant people (2 Cor. 6:16) 
6. With His redeemed covenant people (Rev. 21:3) 

 
Westminster Confession of Faith 7.3: Man, by his fall, having made himself incapable of life by that 
covenant, the Lord was pleased to make a second, commonly called the covenant of grace; wherein He 
freely offers unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ; requiring of them faith in Him, that they may 
be saved, and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto eternal life His Holy Spirit, to make 
them willing, and able to believe. 
 
 

 COVENANT OF WORKS COVENANT OF GRACE 

Parties God and Adam God and believers and their children 
 

Time made Eden 
 

First promised in Gen. 3:15 

Condition Perfect obedience Faith in Christ, the One who was perfectly 
obedient 

Mediator None 
 

Christ 

Promise Glorified life 
 

Justification and glorified life 

   (Chart taken from Sacred Bond) 

 

Key Doctrines | (Adapted from Ryken’s Bible Handbook, pp. 31-32) 

 The nature of God – Genesis does not give us a full theology of God but it gives us the insight into 

the mystery of God who has always been (Gen. 1), who is all powerful (Gen. 1-2), who is loving and 

just (Gen. 3), and who orchestrates all things for his good purposes (Gen. 50:20).  



 The nature of people – Without Genesis we would not have the answer to why things are the way 

they are in the world. The first three chapters give us an anthropology – an understanding of who 

we are as humans. We are created with dignity as image bearers of God and yet, because of sin, we 

have hearts set against God.  

 Creation – Genesis does not answer all of the how and when questions related to the creation of the 

world but it does give us a foundation to understand that God is the creator of a world that is good.  

 Sin – Genesis tells us how sin entered the world and it shows the repercussions of sin as it is works 

its way in and through people. It also shows the comprehensive nature of sin’s devastation on all of 

creation. 

 Judgment – Genesis shows us that God does not take sin lightly but that he will judge the sin of 

mankind thoroughly.  

 Grace – Genesis gives us pictures of God’s grace toward sinful man as he makes a way for rebellious 

sinners to be in relationship with him. S 

 Covenant – Genesis introduces us to the idea of covenants through which God engages his people in 

relationship.  

 Redemption – Genesis gives us glimpses of redemption starting with the promise to Eve in chapter 

three. The stories of Genesis begin to unfold the story of Redemption through a particular people 

and place setting the stage for the coming Messiah, Jesus Christ.  

Why does Genesis matter? | 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource List 

ESV Study Bible 

The Reformation Study Bible 

Waiting for the Land: The Storyline of the Pentateuch by Arie C. Leder 

The Message of the Old Testament by Mark Dever 

Ryken’s Bible Handbook by Leland Ryken, Philip Ryken, and James Wilhoit 

Introduction to the Pentateuch (https://thirdmill.org/seminary/lesson.asp/vs/PEN/ln/1) 

Exodus: An Exegetical Commentary, by Victor P. Hamilton 

Sacred Bond by Michael Brown and Zack Keele 

https://thirdmill.org/seminary/lesson.asp/vs/PEN/ln/1

