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Week 1 | What’s the Use in Trying? 
 

Class Outline 

 

 God’s purpose  

 Our motivations 

 Christian’s responsibility and God’s 

sovereignty 

 

God’s Purpose 

 

What is God’s purpose in evangelism?  

 

1. God purposes to manifest his glory through evangelism. 

 

“On many occasions Scripture calls the saints to give glory to God in their worship, and in a couple 

of places it exhorts Christians to do all things for God’s glory. But more often Scripture appeals 

to God’s glory as a way of describing God, especially as he manifests himself through biblical 

history, climactically in the Lord Jesus Christ, his Holy Spirit, and the new creation where Christ 

now sits enthroned.”1 

 

 

 Psalm 102:15-22 

 God is manifesting his glory in the Son to the waking world. 

 

Notes:  

 

 

2. God purposes to establish his kingdom through evangelism. 

 

 Psalm 102:22The New Creation 

 Ultimately, evangelism is something God is doing. Primarily, we are first recipients of 

this kingdom. This kingdom is breaking in on the hearts of rebellious sinners from the 

outside-in.  

                                                           
1 Vandrunen, David. God’s Glory Alone: The Majestic Heart of Christian Faith and Life (Grand Rapids, Zondervan: 

2015) 26. 
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 God’s eternal decree purposed to establish a people for himself through the seed of the 

woman, who would crush the serpent (Gen 3:15). This kingdom is indestructible (Mt 

16:18) and comprises a multitude of people from a vast stretch of history, cultures, and 

places (Gen 22:17-18). 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

3. God purpose to purify his people through evangelism. 

 

 Titus 2:11-14 

 The act of God purifying his people results in visible good works. Evangelism is a faithful 

God-glorifying act through our speech. 

o An everyday example: The 9th Commandment 

 Hebrews 13:14-15, “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to 

come. Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, 

the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name.” 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

Our Motivations 

 

 Witnessing for Christ comes at a sacrificial cost.  

o 1 Peter 4:13-14. 

 What reasons prevent you from evangelizing?  

 We are called to a consistent prayer-life of repentance and faith in light of those 

protective, self-driven motivations that inhibit our responsibility to share the gospel. 

 

Notes: 
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Christian’s Responsibility and God’s Sovereignty 

 

1. Christian’s Responsibility 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:16-20  

 What does an ambassador do? 

 

i. Represents someone else 

ii. Acts on the basis of someone else’s authority 

iii. Says what someone else wants him or her to say 

iv. Is a citizen of a different country, called to be a good citizen while in a foreign 

land 

v. Promotes the business and plans of their true country 

 

 What are qualities of a good ambassador? 

 

i. Knowledge 

ii. Wisdom 

iii. Character 

iv. Diligence 

 

2. God’s Sovereignty 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:18 - The “this” is God’s work to save people, not our work. God is the 

one who saves people, which means our salvation, and the salvation of our neighbors, is 

not dependent upon us.  

 Our security rests in Christ and not the response of those to whom we will witness. 

 Acts 17: 24-26 “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and 

everything. 26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the 

face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their 

dwelling place…”  

 If God has actually allotted the time, periods and places that we would live, do you not 

think he has also placed your neighbors in your life as well? 

 

Notes: 


