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Whenever then we enter on a discourse respecting the eternal counsels of God, let a bridle be 

always set on our  thoughts and tongue, so that after having spoken soberly and within the limits 
of God’s word, our reasoning may at last end in admiration. - John Calvin 

 
I. Summary of the Challenge: What about the Jewish people? (9:1-5) 

A. They were God’s chosen people. Now (in Paul’s day) so many of them have 
denied Jesus and stand under divine judgment. Did God abandon his people? If 
he did, what’s to stop him from doing it again? 

B. This seems to be a major threat, not only to Assurance and Perseverance, but to 
God’s righteousness. 

II. Paul’s Response in Romans 9-11 
A. God and his word have not failed (9:6) 
B. Not all Israel is Israel (9:6-29) 
C. Unbelieving Israelites sought righteousness through the law (9:30-10:21) 
D. Israel’s fall is not entire (11:1-10) 
E. Israel’s fall is not final (11:11-36) 

III. Unbelieving Israelites sought righteousness through the law (9:20-10:21) [cont’d] 
A. What is needed to be saved? 

1. “...[I]f you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (10:9) 

2. Confession: “That is, we must openly recognize his authority to the full 
extent in which he is Lord; acknowledge that he is exalted above all 
principality and powers, that angels are made subject to him, that all 
power in heaven and earth is committed unto him, and of course that he 
is our Lord. This confession, therefore, includes in it an acknowledgment 
of Christ’s universal sovereignty, and a sincere recognition of his authority 
over us. To confess Christ as Lord, is to acknowledge him as the 
Messiah, recognized as such of God, and invested with all the power and 
prerogatives of the Mediatorial throne. This acknowledgment is 
consequently often put for a recognition of Christ in all his offices.”   1

3. Belief: “Saving faith is not mere intellectual assent, but a cordial receiving 
and resting on Christ alone for salvation.”  2

4. In other words, it isn’t just a blind or uninformed faith in Christ. It is an 
informed faith in Christ that is rooted in what Scripture says about his 
person and work. 

1 Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,(Albany: Books for the Ages, 1996), 529 
2 Ibid, 530. 



a) Confession is the substance of belief. Confession is what is 
believed. 

b) Knowledge (Notitia), Assent (Assensus), Trust (Fiducia) 
B. This is true for Jew and Gentile alike (10:12) 

1. God has ordained just one way for salvation, and this applies to all people 
C. “For ‘everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” (10:13) 

1. This is a quote from Joel 2:32, to help make the point that this is not a 
new plan of salvation 

2. It also speaks to Assurance and Perseverance 
IV. Israel and the Church 

A. Dispensational view: Israel and the Church are two distinct entities with no 
continuity. The promises that God made to Israel belong uniquely to Israel. The 
promises that God made to the Church belong uniquely to the Church. 

1. “Therefore, one must conclude that the church is not the continuation of 
Israel and her purpose in being called out from among the nations...The 
godly from both groups are redeemed, but they do not necessarily have 
the same promises or fulfill the same purposes...That God is continuing 
His work of redemption in calling out a people for His name in the church, 
the Body of Christ, we gladly affirm, but we also insist that this Body of 
Christ is distinct from any previous body of redeemed people in its nature, 
characteristics, time, and promises.”  3

B. Reformed view: Israel (spiritual/true) and the Church are one entity - the people 
of God - in two different phases of realization/fulfillment. The Church does not 
replace Israel, but continues/fulfills it. The promises given in Scripture to Israel 
belong to the Church and vice versa. 

1. “The story of the church begins with Israel, the Old Testament people of 
God...In the history of revelation, the Old Testament people of God 
become the church of the Messiah, formed as the fellowship of the Spirit. 
The Bible does not deliver shipments of doctrine in cargo containers. 
Rather, the new grows out of the old, as the flower opens from the bud. 
The coming of the Spirit fulfills the promise to Abraham, and makes the 
Gentiles Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:14, 29). Only in the coming of the Spirit 
is the body of Christ given its full reality, just as only in Christ’s 
redemption do sinners become the true people of God, sprinkled with the 
blood of the New Covenant.”  4

V. Israel’s Fall is Not Entire (11:1-10) 
A. It’s not as if every ethnic Israelite has rejected salvation by grace through faith in 

Christ (vv. 1-2) 
1. Paul himself is ethnically Jewish 

3 Charles C. Ryrie, Dispensationalism, (Chicago: Moody, 1995), 130-131. 
4 Edmund P. Clowney, The Church, (Downers Grove: IVP, 1995), 28-29. 



2. There are many in the church in Rome who are ethnically Jewish (c.f. 
Week 1 notes) 

3. God has elected some from among the Jews, just as he has elected 
some from among the Gentiles 

B. The fact that election is not determined by ethnicity/heritage/genealogy cuts both 
directions 

1. It does not guarantee that someone is elect based on their ethnicity 
2. It does not guarantee that someone is not elect based on their ethnicity 
3. Election is based in God’s sovereign, righteous, immutable decree 

C. God has chosen a “remnant” in his grace (v.5) 
1. This refers to the elect ethnic Israelites 
2. There’s an implication that there will always be a remnant 

a) That is, there will be elect ethnic Israelites in every age 
b) So there is never a day when one could say that ethnic Israel has 

been completely cut off from God 
3. By quoting 1 Kings 19 in vv.3-4 Paul shows that this isn’t the first time that 

God has preserved a faithful remnant.  
a) In fact we see this quite a bit in the history of Israel: Noah, The 

Patriarchs in Egypt, Jerusalem during the Assyrian invasion, those 
exiled to Babylon, etc. 

D. Has Israel failed to obtain salvation? (v.7) 
1. Ans: Only the reprobate. The elect will be saved (vv.7-10). 
2. Again, not all Israel is Israel (9:6-7). And God has mercy on whom he wills 

and he hardens whom he wills (9:15, 18) 
VI. Israel’s Fall is Not Final (11:11-36) 

A. “Did they stumble in order that they might fall? By no means!” 
1. Note the difference between stumbling and falling. Paul acknowledges 

that the Jews have stumbled. He also resolutely denies that they have 
fallen. 

2. This wording here indicates that it is not the end for the Jewish people. 
What is happening is not ultimate, not final. 

B. In his divine providence, God is using the lack of faith on the part of the Jews to 
bring Gentiles to saving faith. At the same time, he is using the inclusion of 
Gentiles to prod/provoke the Jewish people to come to saving faith. (v.12) 

1. “The stumbling of the Jews was not attended with the result of their utter 
and final ruin, but was the occasion of facilitating the progress of the 
Gospel among the Gentiles. It was, therefore, not designed to lead to the 
former but to the latter result. From this very design it is probable that they 
shall be finally restored, because the natural effect of the conversion of 
the Gentiles is to provoke the emulation of the Jews.”  5

2. This is as much a lesson for the Gentiles as it is for the Jews 

5 Ibid, 562. 



a) The Jews should not despise the surge of Gentiles into the Church 
(true Israel, the people of God, because that is God’s redemptive 
plan. 

b) And the Gentiles should not look down on the Jews. 
(1) Believing Jews are their brothers in Christ. 
(2) Unbelieving Jews were hardened to make room for the 

Gentiles. And God is not done with them. There are still 
elect Jews out there waiting to hear the Gospel (10:14-17). 

c) This is a crucial lesson for Paul’s original readers 
(1) The church in Rome was founded by Jewish believers 

(Acts 2), but when Claudius expelled the Jews from Rome 
in 49 AD the church became exclusively Gentile. Then in 
53 AD the exile ended and the Jewish believers returned to 
the Roman church. This created a tension between Jew 
and Gentile Christians over who was in charge. 

C. The engrafting analogy (vv.17-24) supports the points that Paul has been making 
thus far. 

1. Unbelieving Israelites stand condemned 
2. Gentiles have been brought into the people of God 
3. All believers (Jew & Gentile alike) are part of the body of Christ 
4. The inclusion of Gentiles is mean to provoke elect Jews to saving faith 
5. There is a warning against pride for the Gentiles (v.21) 

D. All Israel will be saved (vv.25-32) 
1. What is meant by “all Israel”? 

a) Needs to be understood in light of the larger context of chs 9-11. 
2. Doesn’t mean that all ethnic Israelites will be saved 

a) Paul already established that not all Israel is Israel (9:6-8) 
3. Nor does it seem to be a reference to all the elect in general (i.e. the elect 

from all nations), because Paul has been using “Israel” to refer to ethnic 
Jews (contra Gentiles) throughout chs. 9-11 (c.f. 9:3, 8; 11:1) 

4. So it refers to all elect Jews 
a) It “describes the bringing to salvation throughout history of the 

total number of the elect from among the Jews.”  6

E. The inscrutable ways of God (vv.33-36) 
1. This is a mystery! We will not (cannot) understand it all.  
2. As such, we must be cautious in this area. 

a) There are a lot of disagreements on the interpretation of this 
passage (esp. ch.11). We must not be too dogmatic here. 

3. We must turn to God in praise for his wisdom - manifest here in 
predestination/election - which is beyond our understanding. 

6 Anthony Hoekema, The Bible and the Future, (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 140. 


