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In Romans 12-16, Paul outlines the contours of the moral demands that rest upon those who 

have received “righteousness of God” by faith alone. This is not the way in which they are 
justified. It is, rather, the way in which justified persons must live. - Guy Prentiss Waters 

 
I. Continuing from Romans 8 

A. Romans 9-11 is a cohesive unit that acts like a parenthesis to the overarching 
progression of Romans. 

B. Thus, ch. 12 picks up where ch. 8 left off. 
C. Having fleshed out the implications of our union with Christ for our justification (ch 

5), sanctification (chs. 6-7), and glorification (ch. 8), Paul now turns to examine 
what is required of us here and now.  

1. In other words, he looks at the ethical demands that are placed on those 
who have been justified by his blood (5:9), reconciled to God (5:11), 
united with Christ in his death and resurrection (6:5), set free from sin and 
death (6:22), released from the condemnation of the law (7:6), and 
adopted as sons of God (8:15). 

II. Guiding Principle (12:1-2) 
A. This passage serves as the introduction to this entire passage 12:3-15:13, which 

acts as a cohesive whole. 
B. “I appeal to you...by the mercies of God” (v.1) 

1. Our obedience to the law of Christ should be motivated by a loving and 
grateful response to the grace and mercy that God has shown us. 

2. The right and proper response to God’s goodness toward us is 
obedience, loyalty, and faithfulness to God. 

a) This is making the most of the new life we have been given; this is 
living life to its fullest. 

C. Living sacrifice (v.1) 
1. It is costly 
2. It is all consuming: Body and mind 
3. It is holy and acceptable to God 
4. It is worshipful 

D. The will of God (v.2) 
1. Obedience to God’s will is what’s required. 

III. Use the Gifts God Has Given You (12:3-8) 
A. God has given various gifts to his people for their sake and his glory (v.6). 
B. They are God ordained and, therefore, should not be disdained, looked down on, 

or be reasons for sinful pride (v.3). 
C. The list here is not meant to be inclusive of all gifts, but is a sample. 
D. Parallel to 1 Corinthians 12 



IV. Genuine Love (12:9-21) 
A. This passage contains a list of maxims and statements that indicate what it looks 

like to love those within the Church (vv.9-13) and those outside of the Church 
(vv.14-21) 

B. Within the Church 
1. Love one another...Outdo one another in showing honor (v.10) 
2. Rejoice...be patient..be constant (v.12) 
3. Contribute to the needs of the saints…(v.13) 

C. Outside of the Church 
1. Bless those who persecute you (v.14) 
2. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep (v.15) 
3. Repay no one evil for evil (v.17) 
4. Never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God (v.19) 
5. Overcome evil with good (v.21) 

V. Obey Civil Authorities (13:1-7) 
A. God is sovereign over all things, including human government (v.1) 

1. “God, the supreme Lord and King of all the world, hath ordained civil 
magistrates, to be, under him, over the people, for his own glory, and the 
public good: and, to this end, hath armed them with the power of the 
sword, for the defense and encouragement of them that are good, and for 
the punishment of evildoers.” (WCF 23.1) 

B. As such, we should respect and obey those in a position of governing authority 
1. Verse 1 is a command (imperative) 
2. Paul connects resisting authority to resisting God (v.2) 
3. “It is the duty of people to pray for magistrates, to honor their persons, to 

pay them tribute or other dues, to obey their lawful commands, and to be 
subject to their authority, for conscience’ sake. Infidelity, or difference in 
religion, doth not make void the magistrates’ just and legal authority, nor 
free the people from their due obedience to them: from which 
ecclesiastical persons are not exempted, much less hath the pope any 
power and jurisdiction over them in their dominions, or over any of their 
people; and, least of all, to deprive them of their dominions, or lives, if he 
shall judge them to be heretics, or upon any other pretense whatsoever.” 
(WCF 23.4) 

C. In most cases law abiding citizens have nothing to fear; it is the lawbreakers who 
have something to fear. So stay on the right side of the law. (v.3) 

1. This verse points to a matter of the heart: we have an innate sinful 
aversion to authority, because we want to be our own authorities, our own 
gods. Therefore, our ability and our willingness to submit (or not) to 
human authorities says something about our ability and willingness to 
submit to God.  

a) It reveals something of the posture of our hearts towards authority. 



D. God has given these authorities the power of “the sword” to punish wrongdoing 
and, therefore, to curtail sin in the world (v.4). 

1. This is an extension of God’s wrath (v.5) 
2. Where this authority is exercised rightly they are acting in accord with 

God’s law; they are his agents of justice in the human realm (whether 
they know it or not). 

E. This authority also includes collecting taxes, which makes it financially possible 
for people to hold such positions (vv.6-7) 

1. Parallel to Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17 
F. The command to obey those in authority also extends to whomever is rightly 

deserving of respect/honor by virtue of their position (v.7) 
1. Parents (Ex. 20:12) 
2. Employers (Eph. 6:5; Col. 3:22) 
3. Church leaders  

G. However, our obedience to human authorities is not absolute. 
1. Our primary loyalty and obedience always rests with God. 
2. We should obey human authorities insofar as they’re acting as God’s 

servants (v.4) 
a) Should they stop acting as such, they no longer deserve our 

obedience 
b) This could come in the form of denying something that God 

commands (i.e. worshiping him) 
c) OR it could come in the form of commanding something that God 

denies (i.e. murder) 
3. We should only obey them in the sphere of their authority. 

a) Government has authority of the sword, not the word 
(1) “Civil magistrates may not assume to themselves the 

administration of the Word and sacraments; or the power 
of the keys of the kingdom of heaven; or, in the least, 
interfere in matters of faith. Yet, as nursing fathers, it is the 
duty of civil magistrates to protect the church of our 
common Lord, without giving the preference to any 
denomination of Christians above the rest, in such a 
manner that all ecclesiastical persons whatever shall enjoy 
the full, free, and unquestioned liberty of discharging every 
part of their sacred functions, without violence or danger. 
And, as Jesus Christ hath appointed a regular government 
and discipline in his church, no law of any commonwealth 
should interfere with, let, or hinder, the due exercise 
thereof, among the voluntary members of any 
denomination of Christians, according to their own 
profession and belief. It is the duty of civil magistrates to 
protect the person and good name of all their people, in 



such an effectual manner as that no person be suffered, 
either upon pretense of religion or of infidelity, to offer any 
indignity, violence, abuse, or injury to any other person 
whatsoever: and to take order, that all religious and 
ecclesiastical assemblies be held without molestation or 
disturbance.” (WCF 23.3) 

b) Elders are a spiritual authority - they don’t have the authority to tell 
you what color you must paint your house 

c) Elders do not have authority to bind your conscience  
(1) “Ecclesiastical power, which is wholly spiritual, is twofold. 

The officers exercise it sometimes severally, as in 
preaching the Gospel, administering the Sacraments, 
reproving the erring, visiting the sick, and comforting the 
afflicted, which is the power of order; and they exercise it 
sometimes jointly in Church courts, after the form of 
judgment, which is the power of jurisdiction.” (BCO 3.2) 

(2) “The sole functions of the Church, as a kingdom and 
government distinct from the civil commonwealth, are to 
proclaim, to administer, and to enforce the law of Christ 
revealed in the Scriptures.” (BCO 3.3) 

(3) “The power of the Church is exclusively spiritual; that of the 
State includes the exercise of force. The constitution of the 
Church derives from divine revelation; the constitution of 
the State must be determined by human reason and the 
course of providential events. The Church has no right to 
construct or modify a government for the State, and the 
State has no right to frame a creed or polity for the Church. 
They are as planets moving in concentric orbits: "Render 
unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and to God the 
things that are God's" (Matthew 22:21)”. (BCO 3.4) 

 


