
Romans Study Part 12: Closing Remarks (15:14-16:27) 
Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Winter 2019-20 

 
We find in this letter, then, the richest possible teaching about what a Christian should know: the 

meaning of law, Gospel, sin, punishment, grace, faith, justice, Christ, God, good works, love, 
hope and the cross. We learn how we are to act toward everyone, toward the virtuous and 
sinful, toward the strong and the weak, friend and foe, and toward ourselves. Paul bases 

everything firmly on Scripture and proves his points with examples from his own experience and 
from the Prophets, so that nothing more could be desired. Therefore it seems that St. Paul, in 

writing this letter, wanted to compose a summary of the whole of Christian and evangelical 
teaching...Therefore each and every Christian should make this letter the habitual and constant 

object of his study. God grant us his grace to do so. Amen. - Martin Luther 
 
 

I. Romans 15:14-16:27 serves as the conclusion to Paul’s letter to the Romans.  
A. As such there is a fairly loose arrangement of ideas. 
B. There’s also much that ties in with the opening section of the letter (1:1-17) 

II. Paul’s Future Plans (15:14-33) 
A. Paul indicates that he believes that the church in Rome is, for the most part, on 

solid footing; they’re doing the right things and believing the right things (15:14) 
B. He has spoken some things “boldly” (esp. in Rom 9-11 and 14-15), which shows 

they’re not perfect (15:15). But overall, this church seems to be healthy (c.f. 1:8) 
C. Paul reiterates that he was called to minister to the Gentiles (15:16; c.f.1:13-14) 

1. Thus far, his ministry has taken him from Jerusalem to Illyricum (15:19)  
2. He always endeavored to preach where the Gospel is new (15:20), for the 

sake of those who haven’t heard the Gospel (15:21) 
D. He reasserts that he has wanted to visit Rome for some time, but that he has 

been so busy in Asia minor and Greece that he hasn’t found the time yet 
(15:22-23; c.f. 1:12-13) 

E. Now, Paul plans to proclaim the Gospel in Spain and he would like the church in 
Rome to support this missionary journey in some capacity. As part of his travels 
he hopes to visit the church in Rome for the first time (15:24) 

F. However, before he departs for Spain he must first travel to Jerusalem to present 
the poor believers there with an offering that he’s collected from Gentile church in 
Galatia, Macedonia, and Achaia (15:25-28) 

1. Paul views this as more than just supporting fellow believers (though that 
is important enough); he views it as a way of mutual edification leading to 
harmony among Jewish believers and Gentile believers (15:26-27) 

2. c.f. 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8-9 
3. While delivering this offering Paul is attacked by a mob of unbelieving 

Jews and his life is spared by being arrested and put in custody of the 
Roman authorities (Acts 21:27-36). 



a) He is delivered by the unbelievers (15:31), but not the way anyone 
would have anticipated. 

b) This sets off a series of events that ultimately results in Paul 
spending two years in Rome while awaiting a trial before Caesar 
(Acts 28:30-31) 

c) So, he does make it to Rome, as he wished. Just not the way he 
expected! 

G. It is unknown whether Paul ever made it to Spain. Tradition asserts that he was 
martyred in Rome, but there isn’t great evidence for that. 

III. Greetings (16:1-23) 
A. vv.1-16 is an extensive list of greetings whereby Paul seeks to establish the 

many connections that he has to the church in Rome by way of those that he has 
served with elsewhere 

1. Undoubtedly, these people provided a great deal of information on the 
church in Rome for Paul - including the report of their faith (1:8; 15:19) 

2. The list includes 19 men and 10 women (Phoebe, Prisca, Mary, Junia, 
Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus’ mother, Julia, Nereus’ sister) 

B. vv.17-20 serves as parting words of wisdom  
1. Be on guard against those who cause divisions and distract from pure 

doctrine (16:17)  
a) “It is the duty of Christians to be constantly watchful over the 

peace and purity of the church, and not to allow those who cause 
divisions and scandals, by departing from the true doctrines, to 
pursue their course unnoticed. With all such we should break off 
every connection which either sanctions their opinions and 
conduct, or gives them facilities for effecting evil.”  1

2. Be wise to what is good and innocent to what is evil (16:19) 
a) c.f. Matthew 10:16 

3. “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” (16:20) 
a) We are the beneficiaries of God fulfilling his redemptive plan, 

which began with the promise to Eve in Genesis 3:15. 
C. Tertius (v.22) = Paul’s amanuensis (scribe) 

IV. Doxology (16:25-27) 
A. “The conclusion has, at the same time, this to recommend it, --that it serves to 

raise up and strengthen the confidence of the godly, so that with hearts lifted up 
to God they may fully expect all those things which are here ascribed to him, and 
may also confirm their hope as to what is o come by considering his former 
benefits.”  2

B. The doxology emphasizes that Christ is the fulfillment of God’s redemptive 
promises that came to us by way of the prophets.  

1 Charles Hodge, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans, (Albany: Books for the Ages, 1996), 702. 
2  John Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans,(Grand Rapids: Baker, 2003), 552. 



1. Christ brings into focus the things that were mysteries in the OT.  
2. Christ is the savior and only hope of all who believe - Jew and Gentile (c.f. 

1:16) 
C. The Gospel - because it is the power of God for salvation (1:16) - is effective in 

bringing about the “obedience of faith” (a bookend with 1:5) 
D. Note: v.24 is missing from the most reliable manuscripts 

V. Reflection Questions 
A. What has been most encouraging to you in this study? 

 
 

B. What has been most challenging to you in this study? 
 
 

C. How has your understanding of and appreciation for Christ’s saving work on your 
behalf grown as a result of this study? 

 
 

D. What would you like to stop doing because of this study? 
 
 

E. What would you like to start doing because of this study? 
 
 

F. Has your love for God grown through this study? If so, how? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
Romans 16:27 


