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Christ the Mediator and Surety (Part 2) 

 

Recap of Last Week 

 

A surety: A person obligated by a contract under which 

one person agrees to pay a debt or perform a duty if the 

other person who is bound to pay the debt or perform the 

duty fails to do so.1 Christ is the Surety of the Covenant of 

Redemption.  

 

In order for you and me to be saved, Christ willingly had to 

take up, as Surety, the estate of humiliation.    

 

We are born in an estate of guilt and sin. Before God the 

Judge, we are guilty and the judgement for guilt is misery. 

“Now, however, since guilt is [an estate] that is, an 

objective relationship – God, by grace, has been able to 

permit the transfer of the state of one person to another 

who becomes a Surety for him.”2  

 

Estate of Humiliation (Continued) 

 

 

Philippians 2  

 

… 6 who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, 7but made himself 

nothing, taking the form of a 

servant, being born in the 

likeness of men. 8 And being 

found in human form, he 

humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, 

even death on a cross. 9 

Therefore... 

 

 

                                                           
1 “Surety Law and Legal Definition” www.USLegal.com  
2 Vos, Reformed Dogmatics, 183. 

“ALEXAMENOS AND HIS GOD” 

Anti-Christian graffiti of the crucifixion, 3rd C. 

 

    (6)               (7-8)     (9-11) 
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 Humiliation is the estate of Christ that 

encompasses his incarnation, obedient 

life as servant and death, even death on a 

cross.  

 With regard to his condition, he was 

completely perfect and without sin as 

Surety; with regard to his estate, he was 

completely guilty and cursed. He willing 

took upon himself our estate by his act of 

humiliation.  

 

Two functions of his humiliation:  

 

 Emptying: Christ “made himself nothing” 

(or “emptied himself”), by way of 

addition, a full human nature; yet without 

sin. 

 

 Humbling: He subjected himself as fully 

human to the curse and demand of the 

law.  

 

 

Q: How must the Surety be prefect?  

 

Passive obedience: Christ’s willing reception 

of the punishment of sinners’ breaking the law: His suffering of death, even death on a cross. “Passive” 

is not merely receptive but “pain-enduring.”  

 

Active obedience: Christ’s perfect keeping of the law of God throughout his life. He was born under the 

law (Gal 4:4), in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom 8:3), did not live to please himself (Rom 15:3), lived 

continually as the form of a servant humbling himself and remaining obedient even unto death (Phil 2:7-

8; 2 Cor 8:9). It is a single ministry and one obedience, which gives ‘life giving justification’ to many (Rom 

5:18-19).  

 

 Both are distinct but they are mutually inseparable. You need them both. 

 Your life is supposed to be perfect and keep the Covenant of Works (all life should obey the law), 

and if not, you must receive the just penalty for Covenant-breaking: the sting of death.  

 Yet by grace, Christ became your Surety. 

 

NOTES 
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The Atonement of Christ 

 

 When we think of the end goal of the Surety, the cross is in full view.  

 We must remind ourselves of the Covenant of Redemption. It has two covenants in view: The 

Covenant of Works (Adamic) and the Covenant of Grace (Jesus).  

 

- This governs the whole of the unfolding plan of redemption, and originates between the 

persons of God (Deut. 6:4; Mt 3:13-17; Mat 28:18-20; 2 Cor 13:14).  

- God the Father lovingly agrees to appoint the Son as Mediator for his people (Ps 2:1-12; 110:1-

7) 

- God the Son voluntarily agrees to be the Mediator of Redemption (Jn 1:1-4; Heb 1:1-4; Rom 

5:12-19; 1 Cor 15; Phil 2:5-11; Eph 1:3-14; Col 1:18-23; 1 Tim 1:15, 2:5, 3:16; Rev 1:5-6).  

- God the Spirit agrees to apply the redemption accomplished by the Son to his people who 

believe in the Son (Jn 1:12, 3:3-8). He is the real person of God, who births us anew and applies 

the benefits of Christ’s work to us. 

- The Son willing lays down his life (Jn 10:15, 17, 18).  

- Christ fulfills the law and the Covenant of Works (Heb 4:15; 1 Pt 1:19) and dies the death we 

so richly deserve (1 Pt 2:24, 3:18).  

 

A Penal Substitute 

 

The Old Testament 

 

 Sacrifice was always needed for sin, and it was costly.  

 God’s wrath is not just the natural fallout from sin but the settled disposition diametrically opposed 

to sin. 

 

- The skins to cover Adam and Eve (Gen 3) 

- Noah’s sacrificial offering after the flood (Gen 9) 

- Abraham and his night vision (Gen 15) 

- The offering of Isaac by Abraham (Gen 22) 

- The Passover (Ex 12) 

- The Mercy Seat and the Day of Atonement (Ex 25; Lev 16) 

 

Exodus 25:22 There I will meet with you, and from above the mercy seat, from between 

the two cherubim that are on the ark of the testimony, I will speak with you about all that 

I will give you in commandment for the people of Israel. 

 

* The blood was sprinkled in the presence of God, where he spoke, and where his glory is 

most manifested. 

 

 The atonement of bulls and goats did not cleanse the conscience – it did not wash away human sin.  
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 It was a sign unto them of the forgiveness of God and his mercy toward them.  

 The ark and the temple symbolized “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Jesus is 

the true Pascal lamb (1 Cor 5:7).  

 A substitute (a vicarious atonement) was necessary to deal with sin. Judgment is suffered by one for 

another, who is substituted so that the other benefits. That benefit is their ransom from the wages of 

sin.  

 The Ransom Theory of the Atonement. There is certainly biblical language for a ransom (Lk 4:18; Mt 

20:28; Mk 10:45; 1 Tim 2:5-6). A prevailing view was that the ransom was paid to the Devil, who “owns 

sinner in captivity.” If the ransom price was gained by Satan, then God would be giving into sin by 

negotiating “with the terrorist.” We do know that sinners killed Jesus. But this we’re told was the 

divine plan of God (Acts 22:23). Sin is impossible for God, since there is no sin with him (Deut 32:4; 2 

Cor 5:21). 

 Jesus submits to the divine judgement required for sinners by becoming the substitute. In this sense, 

God is being just and the justifier. The ransom price is to satisfy God himself because God demands a 

holy life and a death to deal with the penalty for sin and he can only pay it out.  

 

When we think of this substitutionary atonement, a few things happen.  

 

Expiation: The act of removing guilt from the culpable party. That guilt of sin goes “out from” you 

by the work of the cross.  

Propitiation: God moves from being at enmity with us to being “for” us (the object of the 

expiation). The result of Christ’s work of removing guilt is God’s anger is turned away. 

Placation: Through both expiation and propitiation, there is real appeasement or satisfaction of 

the divine wrath of God.  

Salvation: As a result, there is real deliverance (salvation) from the wrath to come (1 Thess 1:10; 

Mt 5:22, 12:36, 12:41).  

 

Summary: We learn from the atonement that sin is serious and forgiveness is costly. God is angry with sin 

and unable to overlook sin without offending his name, his holiness and glory, his righteousness and 

justice. Sin must be atoned for, and it has been by Jesus in his humiliation, who took our place and bore 

the punishment for our sin thereby appeasing God.  

 

 Visibly, Christ’s humiliation terminates by death on a cross.  

 Any criminal put to death on a tree was considered cursed by God (Deut 21:22-23; Gal 3:13).  

 In his estate of humiliation, by death on a cross, he kept the law perfectly even in judgment.   

 

2 Corinthians 5:21: For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 
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Who Did Christ Die For?  

 

 The scope of the death of Jesus is definite.  

 God predestines those who are saved (Jn 6:37; Acts 13:48; Eph 1:4-5; Rm 8:29-30).  

 Jesus died specifically for his “sheep” (Jn 10:11, 13), for his “friends” (Jn 15:13), and for his church 

(Acts 20:28; Eph 5:25). 

 Jesus excludes others. Jesus said he ‘lays down his life for the sheep; (Jn 10:11) in a context saying to 

others, ‘you are not my sheep’ (10: 26). 

 Romans 8:32-35;  2 Cor 5:14; Rom 6:1-14 also affirm a particular redemption. All for whom Christ died 

will enjoy salvation.  

 Christ did not just make salvation possible, but actually achieved that salvation of God’s people (Gal 

3:13; Rom 5:10; Rev 1:5). 

 Remember the Doctrine of Man and sin. In sin, man is unable to seek, choose, believe, repent, and 

ask unless God acts to regenerate us. In this scope, Christ’s death particularly sealed for us our 

personal regeneration.  

 Charles Spurgeon and the bridge illustration.  


