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Christ the Incarnate Son of God 

 

The Pactum Salutis 

 

 The promise in Genesis 3:15 that God 

would graciously save a people by the 

One who would be destroy death 

continues today.  

 Not only does this Covenant of Grace 

span the Old and New Testaments, but 

also we see that the Covenant of Grace 

was ready-made from all eternity.  

 The New Covenant in Christ was not the 

sixth best covenantal option. It was the 

plan from all along. 

 The Pactum Salutis is the eternal 

foundation for salvation, which resided 

in the eternal counsel of God. The 

intertrinitarian pact of salvation or The Covenant of Redemption.  

 Herman Bavinck wrote, “The counsel of God is to be understood as his eternal plan for all that exists 

or will happen in time. Scripture everywhere assumes that all that is and comes to pass is the 

realization of God’s thought and will and has its model and foundation in God’s eternal counsel.”1  

 

Select Passages:  

Gen 1; Job 28:27; Prov 3:19, 8:22, 19:21; Ps 33:11, 104:24; Isa 14:24-27, 46:10; Jer 10:12; 

51:15; Acts 2:22-23, 4:28; Eph 1:3-4, 11; Heb 11:3 

 

Acts 2:22 "Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 

mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves 

know-- 23 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 

 

Roles among the Persons in the Work of Salvation 

 

 The Father decrees or elects to save a people through the Son (Eph 1:4) 

 The Son willing accomplishes the work by willingly offering himself up as Savoir and Mediator (Lk 

22:29; Heb 10:5-7) 

 The Spirit furnishes Christ with the necessary gifts to accomplish his work, and applies the benefits of 

Christ’s work to those whom the Father gives to the Son (Lk 1:35, 3:21-22, 4:18; Jn 6:38-39, 17:4).  

                                                           
1 Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, God and Creation, Vol. II, (Baker, Grand Rapids: 2006), 372 

Council of Chalcedon, 1876 by Vasily Surikov 
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 While coeternal with equal power and glory, these unique 

roles in the persons pertain to the work of redemption.  

 Christ coming in the New Covenant is not a reaction to the 

Old Testament but fully part of God’s redemptive plan in 

eternity past.  

 It is here in the works of redemption by the person of the 

Trinity that Christ submits to the Father.  

 The persons still nonetheless in essence/substance are 

coequal and one God.  

 

Fully God and Fully Man 

 Incarnate (Latin: “in” “flesh”) Christ became a man.  

 Christ is God and man, one person with two natures.  

 Christ took to himself a human nature, not having one 

prior.  

 Luke’s narrative has the angel of the Lord revealing to 

Mary that she would conceive a son by the power of the 

Holy Spirit, while still a virgin. He would be the Messiah, 

the Son of God, possessing all his divine nature and yet this 

child would be hers, possessing a fully human nature (Luke 

1:27-25; cf. Gal 4:4).  

 

From Nicaea to Chalcedon (AD 381 – 451) 

 

Apollinarius (AD 310 – 390) 

 

 The bishop of Laodicea and a friend and contemporary of 

Athanasius; however, in time Athanasius and the  three 

Cappadocian fathers would oppose Apollinarius: 

 Apollinarius rightly believed that God the Son and God the 

Father were consubstantial, but the Son took to himself an 

incomplete human nature.  

 Christ had a human flesh but not a human soul. In the end, the incarnate Christ only had one true 

nature. Unlike us, Christ was not fully human. This error was in the same family tree with the Gnostics 

who said that Jesus only appeared to be human.  

 Since a complete human nature is both body and soul, our redemption would be incomplete.   

 

Nestorius (AD 386 – 450)  

 

 Archbishop of Constantinople 

Westminster Confession 
of Faith 1647  
 
VIII. Of Christ the Mediator 
 

II. The Son of God, the second 

person in the Trinity, being very 

and eternal God, of one 

substance, and equal with the 

Father; did, when the fullness of 

time was come, take upon him 

man’s nature, with all the 

essential properties, and 

common infirmities thereof, yet, 

without sin: being conceived by 

the power of the Holy Ghost, in 

the womb of the virgin Mary, of 

her substance. So that, two 

whole, perfect, and distinct 

natures, the Godhead and the 

manhood, were inseparably 

joined together in one person, 

without conversion, composition, 

or confusion. Which person, is 

very God, and very man, yet one 

Christ, the only mediator 

between God and man. 
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 The divine nature of Christ did not actually participate in the human events of Christ’s life.  

 Mary did not actually bear the God of the Christ’s divinity.  

 In Christ, there was a composite of two persons, human and divine.  

 The Council of Ephesus (431) declared Nestorius in error but his teaching continued.  

 

Eutyches (AD 378 – 456) 

 

 Presbyter of a monastery in Constantinople 

 The properties of being fully God and the properties of being fully man compose something new.  

 “Eutyches taught that as a result of the incarnation Christ’s human nature was taken up, absorbed, 

and merged into the divine nature, so that both natures were changed into one new nature – a nature 

which now was a kind of divine-human composite.”2  

 

The Council of Chalcedon (AD 451) 

 

 AD 451 (Turkey), 520 bishops gathered and affirmed the Christology of Cyril of Alexandria.  

 Condemned Nestorianism, Eutychianism, and every heresy that denies the true humanity and true 

deity of Christ and their true union in the one divine person of the Son of God.  

 The hypostatic union: The one person of Christ is perfectly united with a divine nature and a human 

nature, and that this union is without confusion, mixture, separation, or division, each nature 

retaining its own attributes. In summary: Christ is one person with two natures.  

 

 

 

 

 

One Person 

 

 

   Fully Divine Fully Human  

Nature Nature 

 

 

Two Distinct Natures 

                                                           
2 Stephen J. Wellum, Christ the Incarnate Son (Wheaton: Crossway, 2016) 303 

Chalcedon 451 

A/g Eutychianism: 1 nature neither 

purely divine nor purely human, but a 

Tertium Quid “third thing” 

A/g Arianism:  

Christ not Creator 

A/g Gnostics, Docetism, 

and Apollinarianism: 

Not a truly human - He 

only “appeared” to have 

a human nature.  

A/g Nestorianism: Two natures can 

not be 1 person  
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Yesterday’s Christology for Today 

 

Mormonism 

 

 Jesus was a created being, a spiritual brother of Satan who was conceived in Mary by God the Father 

having sexual intercourse with her.  

 Jesus rose to a divine status as a god among many other gods.  

 

Oneness Pentecostalism 

 

 Denies the Trinity and teaches that God is a single 

person who was "manifested as Father in creation and 

as the Father of the Son, in the Son for our redemption, 

and as the Holy Spirit in our regeneration.  

 Baptism is a necessary part of salvation. Baptism must 

be by immersion with the formula "In Jesus’ name" 

rather than the formula "In the name of the Father, the 

Son, and the Holy Spirit" (Mt 28:19). 

 William Seymour, Aimee Semple McPherson, TD Jakes, 

Jimmy Swaggart, Bill Johnson  

 

Socinianism (Unitarianism) 

 

 Laello Sozzini and the Socinians in later 16th Century in 

Poland and Transylvania. 

 Denied the doctrine of the Trinity and the pre-

existence of Christ.  

 Christ was a plan in the mind of God before his earthly 

lie. Christ was raised to the level of divine status.  

 

Modalism  

 

 Denies the diversity within the Godhead, teaching that 

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are the same in essence 

and person.  

 God is a person who exists in three different “modes.”  

 God revealed himself as Father in the Old Testament, 

as the Son in Jesus during Christ’s ministry on earth, 

and now as the Holy Spirit after Christ’s ascension.  

 

Similarities of Old 
 

Oneness Pentecostalism (20th) 
Unitarianism (15/16th) 

Modalism (3rd) 
 

Common Christological errors between 

these three religions: 

 

 Unitarian monotheism 

 The Father alone is the only true 

God, alone eternal  

 The Son did not preexist his 

humanity 

 The Son was a plan (idea) in the 

mind of God before his earthly 

life 

 The Son is not the Creator, nor is 

he eternal 

 The Son received Godship and 

Lordship from the Father 

 The Son acts as God on earth 

 The Father-Son relationship 

began at a point in time 

 The Son is the finite, human 

Messiah 

 Reject “God the Son” 

 The Son is prayed to and 

worshipped 
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Menno Simons 16th C. 

 

 A Catholic priest converted to Anabaptist pastor, founder of Mennonite movement. 

 Jesus’ humanity confined his divinity within a narrow prison of an earthly body.  

 All emphasis was on the humanity of Jesus and his humble example.  

 

Why the Incarnate Son?  

 

Hebrews 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook 

of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 

that is, the devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 

16 For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he 

had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 

 


