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“Monstrous surely is the madness of the human mind, that it is more disposed to charge God 

with unrighteousness than to blame itself for blindness.” - John Calvin 
 

I. Summary of the Challenge 
A. In Romans 8 Paul highlights the doctrines of Assurance and Perseverance of the 

Saints. He concludes the chapter by pointing out - rather beautifully and forcefully 
- that nothing can separate the redeemed from the love of God in Christ 
(8:31-39). 

B. This raises a question: What about the Jewish people? (9:1-5) 
1. They were God’s chosen people. Now (in Paul’s day) so many of them 

have denied Jesus and stand under divine judgment. Did God abandon 
his people? If he did, what’s to stop him from doing it again? 

2. This seems to be a major threat, not only to Assurance and 
Perseverance, but to God’s righteousness. 

II. Paul’s Response in Romans 9-11 
A. God and his word have not failed (9:6) 
B. Not all Israel is Israel (9:6-29) 
C. Unbelieving Israelites sought righteousness through the law (9:30-10:21) 
D. Israel’s fall is not entire (11:1-10) 
E. Israel’s fall is not final (11:11-36) 

III. Not All Israel is Israel (9:6-29) 
A. Not all ethnic Israelites belong to spiritual (true) Israel (the elect) 

1. Ethnicity and family heritage do not determine election 
2. Salvation is not genealogically transferred or received 
3. Shown in the OT: Isaac/Ishmael (vv.7-9); Jacob/Esau (vv.10-13) 
4. True for Jews and Gentiles alike 

B. Election is sovereignly determined by God 
1. “God is sovereign in both giving and withholding mercy from underserving 

sinners.”  1

a) Election is not unjust (“By no means!” in v.14), because it is rooted 
in God’s holy and perfect decrees. 

b) God, as the sovereign creator, has the right to determine what 
happens to his creation. He does not have to answer to any other 
being for what he decides, because there is no being that stands 
in authority over him. The fact that he is holy and righteous ensure 
that what he decides is always good and righteous.  

1 Guy Prentiss Waters, “Romans,” in A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament: The 
Gospel Realized, ed. by Michael J. Kruger (Wheaton: Crossway, 2016), 190. 



(1) This is the point of the clay analogy in vv.19-23 
(2) This is true whether or not it makes sense to us, or 

whether or not we agree with it. 
C. Election/Predestination taught in Scripture 

1. Romans 8:29; 9:6-24; Ephesians 1:3-14 
2. In the OT: Seen throughout Genesis in God choosing one brother over 

another (Abel/Seth-Cain; Shem-Ham/Japheth; Isaac-Ishmael; 
Jacob-Esau; Judah-The Eleven); in choosing Moses, Joshua, David; 
Israel over the nations. 

3. In the NT: Matthew 24:22-31; Mark 13:20-22; Luke 18:7; Acts 13:48; 1 
Corinthians 1:27-28; Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 
1:4-5; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 1:9; 2:10; Titus 1:1; James 2:5; 
Revelation 13:8 

D. Election/Predestination the the WCF 
1. “God, from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own 

will, freely, and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass: yet so, 
as thereby neither is God the author of sin, nor is violence offered to the 
will of the creatures; nor is the liberty or contingency of second causes 
taken away, but rather established.” (WCF 3.1) 

2. “By the decree of God, for the manifestation of his glory, some men and 
angels are predestinated unto everlasting life; and others foreordained to 
everlasting death.” (WCF 3.3) 

3. “Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, God, before the 
foundation of the world was laid, according to his eternal and immutable 
purpose, and the secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath 
chosen, in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free grace and 
love, without any foresight of faith, or good works, or perseverance in 
either of them, or any other thing in the creature, as conditions, or causes 
moving him thereunto; and all to the praise of his glorious grace.” (WCF 
3.5) 

4. “As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so hath he, by the eternal 
and most free purpose of his will, foreordained all the means thereunto. 
Wherefore, they who are elected, being fallen in Adam, are redeemed by 
Christ, are effectually called unto faith in Christ by his Spirit working in 
due season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power, 
through faith, unto salvation. Neither are any other redeemed by Christ, 
effectually called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the elect 
only.” (WCF 3.6) 

5. “The rest of mankind God was pleased, according to the unsearchable 
counsel of his own will, whereby he extendeth or withholdeth mercy, as 
he pleaseth, for the glory of his sovereign power over his creatures, to 
pass by; and to ordain them to dishonor and wrath for their sin, to the 
praise of his glorious justice.” (WCF 3.7) 



6. “The doctrine of this high mystery of predestination is to be handled with 
special prudence and care, that men, attending the will of God revealed in 
his Word, and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the certainty of 
their effectual vocation, be assured of their eternal election. So shall this 
doctrine afford matter of praise, reverence, and admiration of God; and of 
humility, diligence, and abundant consolation to all that sincerely obey the 
gospel.” (WCF 3.8) 

E. Election does not negate human responsibility (c.f. WCF 3.1 above) 
1. Three views on free will and free agency 

a) Fatalist 
(1) No free agency, no free will 
(2) “This denies that man is the efficient cause of his own 

acts...It avowedly precludes the idea of responsibility. It 
assumes that the inward state of man, and consequently 
his acts, are determined by his outward circumstances.”  2

b) Libertarian 
(1) Free agency, free will 
(2) “On the libertarian view, our character as currently 

established may influence our decisions, as may our 
desires of the moment. But we always have the freedom to 
choose contrary to our character, our desires, even our 
strongest desires...this position assumes that there is a 
part of human nature, which we might call the will, that is 
independent of every other aspect of our being, and that 
can therefore make a decision contrary to every 
motivation.”  3

(3) “If a man may act in opposition to all motives, external and 
internal, and in despite of all influence which can be 
exerted on him, short of destroying his liberty, then it must 
forever remain uncertain how he will act. The advocates of 
this theory of liberty, therefore, maintain that the will is 
independent of reason, of feeling, and of God.”  4

c) Compatibalist 
(1) Free agency, no free will 
(2) “The man is the responsible subject. If he be free so as to 

be justly accountable for his character and conduct, it 
matters not what are the laws which determine the 
operations of his reason, conscience, or will; or whether 
liberty can be predicated on either of those faculties 
separately considered. We maintain that the man is free; 
but we deny that the will is free in the sense of being 
independent of reason, conscience, and feeling. In other 
words, a man cannot be independent of himself, or any 

2 Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology Vol. II Anthopology (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2011), 281. 
3 John Frame, Systematic Theology: An introduction to Christian belief, (Phillipsburg: P&R, 2013), 825. 
4 Hodge, 283. 



one of his faculties independent of the rest.”  5

2. Human beings will/act in accordance with their nature, and so are 
responsible for what they do 

a) We have free agency - that is, we make choices and are 
responsible for them 

b) We do not have free will - we always act in accordance with our 
nature, desires, passions; our willing is always in accord with our 
nature and our being 

3. Therefore, it is not wrong for God to punish sinners, even though their sin 
is foreknown and foreordained by God 

a) At the same time it is clear from Scripture that God does not 
violate our will in his foreordination, and so he is not culpable for 
our sin (c.f. James 1:13-15) 

F. “Now although theologians take great interest in the ‘problem’ of  divine 
sovereignty and human responsibility, this question is not one of the main 
concerns of the biblical writers, although they were aware of it. Just as it is plain 
to them that God controls everything, so it is plain to them that he is the supreme 
authority.”  6

IV. Unbelieving Israelites Sought Righteousness Through the Law (9:30-10:21) 
A. Paul has repeatedly stated that righteousness is not obtained through obedience 

to the law, but rather by grace through faith in Jesus Christ (c.f. Romans 1:17; 
3:20, 27-28; 4:1-5, 22; 5:1; 7:1-6; 8:3). 

B. Now he makes it clear that unbelieving Jews have tried to obtain faith through 
obedience to the law instead of faith in Christ (9:32-10:4, 11-13)  

C. Four points 
1. There is only one way of salvation: grace through faith in Jesus 

(10:11-13) 
2. Therefore, unbelieving Jews are culpable for their unbelief 

a) Note: this is true for all people, but unbelieving Jews are the focus 
of this passage (c.f. 9:1-5) 

3. God’s turning to the Gentiles is meant to provoke Israel’s jealousy so that 
they repent and turn to him (c.f. 10:19) 

4. This is all part of God’s sovereign and foreordained plan 
a) Hence the OT quotations 

(1) 10:16 → Isaiah 53:1 
(2) 10:18 → Psalm 19:4 
(3) 10:19 → Deuteronomy 32:21 
(4) 10:20-21 → Isaiah 65:1-2 

5 Hodge, 291. 
6 Frame, 810. 


