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Christ the Mediator and Surety 

 

Recap of Last Week 

 

Stephen Wellum writes, “Without the eternal Son’s fully 

human birth, growth, and development we would not have 

an all-sufficient Savior whose sacrificial death achieved for 

us the full forgiveness of our sins and whose sympathetic 

service helps us to walk in the power of that righteousness. 

The outer life of Christ presented to us according to the 

Bible’s own terms demonstrates that he came into this 

world with a fully human nature to accomplish as a man all 

that God required of and planned for humanity”1  

 

The Mediator and His Offices  

 

 The only mediator between God and man (1 Tim 

2:5) is The Mediator of the Covenant of Grace. 

 Jesus Christ establishes, keeps, and maintains that Covenant for all the elect.  

 Jesus [Hebrew “Yeshua”] “Deliverer; Savior”  

 Christ “Messiah” means that he was anointed with the Holy Spirit above measure to accomplish 

all that was necessary and execute the offices of, what we call, prophet, priest, and king.  

 

Why a threefold distinction? Prophet, Priest, King 

 

 In the Old Testament, we see this threefold distinction in the theocracy of Israel.  

 These offices are not attributed to Christ because they preceded his coming, but rather these 

offices occupied the Old Testament because the Messiah (Christ) would occupy these three 

offices. “These office-bearers were not the full sun but only radiated reflected light; they did not 

possess the light in all its colors. Only here and there did they come nearer to the fullness, what 

can be considered an extraordinary grace.”2  

 We see most men executing an office, some men two offices but none execute all three: 

 

1. Melchizedek (Gen 14:18; cf. Heb 7:1) 

2. Joshua son of Zadok (Zech 6:13).  

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Wellum, 212. 
2 Vos, Geerhardus. Reformed Dogmatics. Vol III: Christology (Bellingham: Lexham, 2014) 85. 

“ALEXAMENOS AND HIS GOD” 

Anti-Christian graffiti of the crucifixion, 3rd C. 
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The Purpose of the Offices:  

 

Prophet 

 

 The representative of God who reveals the counsel of God in order to save his people.  

 The prophet passes on the words of another by repeating them in his name. They have 

an infallible insight regarding the revealed counsel of God and the authority of 

communication for that counsel to others. 

 

Priest 

 Hebrews 5:1, “For every high priest, taken from among men, is appointed on behalf of 

men in things that pertain to God, that he may offer gifts and sacrifices for sin.”  

 A priest represents men before God as he shares in human nature. He offers gifts for sin 

and brings sacrifices for sin.  

 

King 

 

 An official appointment and activity on behalf of God to rule and protect his people.  

 He exercises dominion by maintaining the laws, statues, and censures by governing justly.  

 He rewards for obedience and disciplines disobedience, and takes vengeance on the 

enemies of God. 

 

A Parallel Structure: OT and NT 

 

 As we consider the unfolding of redemptive history, there is a sequential ordering of these offices 

across the Old Testament that is paralleled in Christ. 

 Old Testament  

1. PROPHET (Moses & Law) --------------------------------------------------> 

2. PRIEST (Priesthood and Sacrificial System) -----------------> 

3. KING (Davidic Monarchy) ----------------------------> 

 

 New Testament – (The offices of Christ: Acts 2:22; Rev 1:5; 3:14; Jn 18:36; Eph 1:7, 20; Col 1:12-

20; Phil 2:5-11; Heb 7-9) 

 

1. PROPHET (Christ & Law) --------------------------------------------------> 

 2. PRIEST (Atoning Sacrifice) -------------------------------------> 

  3. KING (Everlasting Monarch) ------------------------> 

 

 

 Christ does not just execute these same offices in the New Testament to replicate the Old 

Testament, but in fact, it is because of him that the offices in the Old Testament were executed.  
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 All the authority, power, and work of the prophets, priests and kings of the Old Testament were 

derivative.  

 

The Surety and His Estates  

 

 What was objectively necessary for Christ to assume in order for us to be made right with God?  

 As the Mediator, he was to fulfill everything the Old Testament demands, but in what condition 

was this to be accomplished?  

 A condition is a state (estate) of relationship in which one stands relative to another. (e.g. Adam’s 

estate of innocence before the fall was in relationship to God and so too his estate of guilt after 

the Fall. He was moved by God’s judgment from one state into another.)  

 Surety: A person obligated by a contract under which one person agrees to pay a debt or perform 

a duty if the other person who is bound to pay the debt or perform the duty fails to do so.3  

 

Estate of Humiliation  

 

Humiliation: The abasement, which creates mortification or leads to a state of being humbled or reduced 

to lowliness or submission… It can be brought about through intimidation, physical or mental 

mistreatment or trickery, or by embarrassment if a person is revealed to have committed a socially or 

legally unacceptable act. (Wikipedia) 

  

 We are born in an estate of guilt and sin. Before God the Judge, we are guilty and the judgement 

for guilt is misery. “Now, however, since guilt is [an estate] that is, an objective relationship – God, 

by grace, has been able to permit the transfer of the state of one person to another who becomes 

a Surety for him.”4 Christ is our Surety. 

 

 

                                                           
3 “Surety Law and Legal Definition” www.USLegal.com  
4 Vos, Reformed Dogmatics, 183. 
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Philippians 2  

 

… 6 who, though he was in 

the form of God, did not 

count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, 7but 

made himself nothing, taking 

the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 8 

And being found in human 

form, he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to the 

point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore... 

 

 

 Humiliation is the estate of Christ that 

encompasses his incarnation, obedient 

life as servant and death, even death on a 

cross.  

 With regard to his condition, he was 

completely perfect and without sin as 

Surety; with regard to his estate, he was 

completely guilty and cursed. He willing 

took upon himself our estate by his act of 

humiliation.  

 

Two functions of his humiliation:  

 

 Emptying: Christ “made himself nothing” 

(or “emptied himself”), by way of 

addition, a full human nature; yet without 

sin. 

 

 Humbling: He subjected himself as fully 

human to the curse and demand of the 

law.  

 

 

Q: How must the Surety be prefect?  

 

NOTES 
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Passive obedience: Christ’s willing reception of the punishment of sinners’ breaking the law: His 

suffering of death, even death on a cross. “Passive” is not merely receptive but “pain-enduring.”  

 

Active obedience: Christ’s perfect keeping of the law of God throughout his life. He was born under the 

law (Gal 4:4), in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom 8:3), did not live to please himself (Rom 15:3), lived 

continually as the form of a servant humbling himself and remaining obedient even unto death (Phil 2:7-

8; 2 Cor 8:9). It is a single ministry and one obedience, which gives ‘life giving justification’ to many (Rom 

5:18-19).  

 

 Both are distinct but they are mutually inseparable. You need them both. 

 Your life is supposed to be perfect and keep the Covenant of Works (all life should obey the 

law), and if not, you must receive the just penalty for Covenant-breaking: the sting of death.  

 Yet by grace, Christ became your Surety. 


