
ORDER OF SUBJECTS 

 

Activities Involving Your  

Nativity Scene 

 

Activities Involving Light 

 

The Christmas Tree  

& Evergreens 

 

Gift Giving 

 

Holiday Treats 

 

It’s a Birthday! 

 

Recommended Books  

 

Dear Parents, 

     Oh, how busy the holidays can 

become! Yet, we must not allow the 

hustle and bustle of the season to 

distract us from the high calling of 

passing our faith to the next  

generation. Instead, my hope is to 

give you ideas how to actually use 

the many activities of the season as 

a means of sharing your faith with 

your children. 

     The temptation when one looks 

at a bunch of suggestions is to try 

to do everything all at once. Please 

don’t do that with these ideas. 

Instead, let these ideas serve as a 

way of stirring up your thoughts so 

that you are using every opportunity 

to share the Truth of the gospel 

with your precious children. 

Much love, 

 

 

Director of Children’s Ministries Covenant 

Presbyterian Church 
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Ideas to help  

Dads and Moms  

point their children 

to the gospel  

 throughout the 

         Christmas  

          Season 

Family 

Advent  

Activities 



shepherds were the first to hear 

of His coming. Talk to your children 

about what shepherds do. Share 

with them how significant it is that 

the angels were sent to tell the 

shepherds that their Savior had 

come. We know from reading many 

other parts of the Bible that Jesus 

is the perfect Shepherd of His 

people. 

Wise men sought Jesus, guided by 

the star. Jesus came to seek and 

save the lost. We are to search the 

scriptures. The idea of seeking is 

all over the Bible! Talk about this as 

a family, and just for fun, hide the 

wise men figurines giving hints to 

the kids as they search. Or lower 

the lights and shine a flashlight on 

the hiding places, like the star led 

the wise men. (Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and 

it will be given to you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you.”) 

 

 

she gave birth to her firstborn son 

and wrapped him in swaddling cloths 

and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no room for them in the 

inn.”  Point to the wise men across 

the room, and tell them how God 

was directing them to Jesus by the 

special star.  

Encourage children to look  

carefully at your nativity scene and 

think about what they are seeing. 

Do you see cows? Do you see 

sheep? What do cows smell like? 

What do sheep sound like? What 

would it be like to try to sleep in a 

barn? Feel the hay and straw. How 

do you think Mary and Joseph made 

a bed for baby Jesus with the hay? 

Help children contrast this lowly 

way to come into the world with 

what the King of kings deserved.  

Shepherds are a big 

part of the story, too! 

Other than Jesus’s 

earthly family, the 

Activities Involving Your 

Nativity Scene 

Make sure you have at least one 

Nativity scene that is not too  

fragile for the children to handle. 

Read Luke 2:1-20 and allow young 

children to act it out with the 

figurines. 

Set up your Nativity scene with 

only the animals. Have Mary and 

Joseph in another part of the 

house, and the wise men in still 

another part of the house. Every 

day until Christmas Eve move Mary 

and Joseph a little closer to the 

manger. On Christmas Eve put them 

in the manger. After children go to 

bed place baby Jesus in the 

manger. Christmas morning, lead 

the children to the Nativity Scene 

and remind them of Luke 2:7 “And 



 

 

Stars are another Christmas  

symbol. After doing the above 

activities ask children why they 

think we see so many star 

decorations at Christmas. Guide 

them in making the connection to 

the Christmas star, and to the idea 

of light. 

 As you drive around at night, 

encourage your children to keep an 

eye out for Christmas star 

decorations. 

 

Consider doing an advent wreath 

with candles at home as an  

opportunity to reinforce the  

concept of Jesus as the Light. 

 

 

story is about light. God has made 

it so important, that even people 

who don’t know Jesus often join us 

in celebrating by using lights. 

 

God made a special 

light to announce the 

birth of His Son.  

He used the light to guide the wise 

men to young Jesus so that they 

could worship Him. Use a flashlight 

as your pretend star and guide your 

children by its light. End your time 

by praying and offering your own 

worship to Jesus! 

Just like God used a star to 

guide the wise men, He gives us a 

special light for our path, too! 

Repeat the game of following the 

flashlight, but shine it down to 

make a path. Psalm 119:105 says, 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and 

a light to my path.”  God is STILL 

guiding anyone who will follow with 

His light. 

Activities Involving Light 

 

 

As you string lights on the tree or 

across your house, talk about Jesus 

being the Light of the World.  

(John 8:12) 

One night during advent turn off 

all the lights. Talk about how it is 

very hard to see. Imagine if you 

had to write a letter to a friend, or 

read a book, or do all your chores in 

the dark. It would be really hard! 

In the same way it is really hard to 

live our lives without God’s light in 

our heart so that we can see and 

understand His ways! Turn on the 

lights. Hooray! Jesus came so that 

we can see the way to live! 

Go for a Christmas decoration 

drive, watching for all the houses 

with lights. Remind the children 

that Jesus came to be a light to 

the world—the whole Christmas 



If you use holly in your decorating, 

or see pictures of holly, point out 

the pricking points of the holly 

leaf, and the bright red berries. 

They are so beautiful, but they also 

help us remember the sharp crown 

of thorns that Jesus would later 

wear on His brow, and the bright 

red blood that He would shed for 

us. Baby Jesus came to do this for 

us. 

 

The Poinsettia 

with its beautiful 

bright red color 

also reminds us of 

the blood of Jesus, poured out for 

our salvation. Now look closely in 

the center to see the little golden 

“crowns,” a reminder of His royalty. 

 

I Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our 

sins in his body on the tree, that we 

might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have 

been healed.” 

 

Likewise, look at your Christmas 

wreath. What shape is it? It is 

round, having no end. It helps us  

remember that in Jesus 

we have unending life! 

 

When you take down your 

Christmas tree this year, break off 

a branch and fashion a cross with 

your children. Discuss that baby 

Jesus came for a very special  

reason. It is very sad, but He was 

born just to die. It is very happy, 

too, because He loved us so much 

that He was willing to die on the 

cross for us, to remove our sins.  

Save the cross to bring out during 

Lent. This helps children connect 

the Jesus of Christmas to the 

Jesus as Easter! 

          The Christmas Tree 

            & Evergreens 

 

Look at the trees all around you 

this winter. Help your children to 

notice that many of the trees are 

bare and brown. What color is the 

tree you chose for your Christmas 

tree? Discuss how evergreen trees 

keep their needles all year round. 

Some trees look dead, but  

evergreen trees are always green! 

We use evergreen trees to remind 

us that Jesus brings life. Those 

who trust in Him will never die. 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the 

world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not 

perish but have eternal life.” 

The tree reminds us of the whole 

reason Jesus came to earth. As we 

celebrate his birth, we decorate a 

tree—the very instrument that 

would later be used for his death.  



Try making homemade gifts with 

your kids. It is important for kids 

to learn to give of themselves 

(after all Jesus gave ALL of 

Himself!), and homemade gifts are 

one fun way to teach them to do 

this. There are thousands of ideas 

out there on the internet. 

Consider having the kids make 

“coupons” for giving the gift of 

themselves. Jesus gave His whole 

life as a gift. He came to serve, not 

to be served. Help them think of 

ways they might be able to serve 

others. 

When giving neighbors a plate of 

goodies, write a favorite scripture 

on the gift tag. It is a simple way to 

share the truth, a part of your 

heart, and to show love. 

 

a pine cone. So simple but lovely! As 

you make your packages pretty, 

pray for the people to whom you 

will give them. Pray that you, too, 

will be a reflection of the beauty 

of the Lord in all that you do! 

Try the opposite 

approach with your 

family. Instead of 

making the best gift the prettiest, 

wrap the best gift in something 

simple, or even ugly, like a grocery 

bag. Maybe your kids will look at 

that one odd gift under the tree 

and wonder why it is…well…kind of 

disappointing looking! Later in the 

day you can remind the kids that as 

Christians we are learning not to 

judge by outward appearances. 

 “The Lord sees not as man sees: man looks 

on the outward appearance, but the Lord 

looks on the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7 

This could become a family 

tradition, teaching children to 

honor that which appears lowly. 

Gift Giving 

 

Why do we give gifts? As you 

prepare for this season, lead your 

children in a discussion of some of 

these ideas. Do you give gifts to 

show someone you love that they 

are special to you? Why do you 

think we give gifts at Christmas? 

What was the greatest gift ever 

given?  

 

 

 

Wrapping gifts can be part of the 

fun. Try wrapping gifts with home-

made paper. One really fun idea is 

to get a roll of plain brown paper, 

some green acrylic craft paint, and 

some bunches of white pine 

needles. Dip a bunch of the pine 

needle in the paint then lay them on 

the paper and press them firmly. 

Tie up your package with twine and 



 

Candy Canes are wonderful treats 

that remind us of Jesus. 

 

~The Legend of the Candy Cane~ 
 

Look at a candy cane and what  

do you see? 

Stripes that are red like the blood 

shed for me. 

White for my Savior, who is  

sinless and pure. 

“J” is for Jesus, my Lord,  

that’s for sure! 

Turn it around and a staff  

you will see- 

Jesus, my Shepherd,  

is coming for me! 

 

Ginger bread men are lots of fun 

to make! Stamp out several men and 

discuss how we are all made in the 

image of Christ, just as all the 

cookies are made in the image of a 

man. Decorate each cookie uniquely 

and discuss how different each one 

now looks. Remind the children how 

God uniquely gifts each of His 

people with different callings and 

talents. If a cookie breaks, or falls 

to the floor, use that as an 

opportunity to discuss how we are 

all broken by the fall! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Treats 

 

Use the wonderful aromas and  

delicious flavors of the Christmas 

season to point your children to 

Jesus. In the Bible we learn that 

the prayers and worship of God’s 

people rise to Him as a sweet 

aroma! Smell the cinnamon; smell 

the ginger; inhale the wonderful 

holiday smells! Aren’t they 

wonderful? How wonderful to the 

Lord are your prayers and praise!  

Likewise, delicious, sweet flavors 

can serve to remind us that it is 

sweet to follow Jesus, to trust in 

Him, and to know Him. We can savor 

our relationship with Him. When we 

have eaten our fill after a holiday 

meal, remind your children that 

just as their appetites are  

satisfied, Jesus satisfies all of our 

hungers. 



like about each other person in the 

family; Pray for your neighbors; Play 

a game together; Pray for our 

church; Act out the Christmas  

story.   

Alternatively, cl ip colorful 

envelopes with the numbers 1-25 

onto a ribbon. Place one of these 

activities in each envelope. Doing it 

this way allows you to switch 

activities to fit your schedule and 

slip in some bigger planned events 

such as “Go see the Living Nativity 

Scene on Port Republic Road.”  

Instead of writing activities, or 

possibly intermixing with them, 

choose Bible verses for each day. 

Make a Jesse Tree  and 

accompanying ornaments to tell your 

children the Christmas story from 

creation forward.  There are many 

sources from simple to elaborate on 

the internet. The Reformed Church 

in America has an excellent simple 

source: https://www.rca.org/

sslpage.aspx?pid=1628 

years and have a huge basketful of 

books for little kids to adults that 

I bring out on the Friday after 

Thanksgiving! 

Create a paper 

chain 25 links long. 

Before stapling  

together write an 

activity on each link. For each day 

of advent, un-hook the chain, and 

do the activity on the link. Here are 

some ideas (you can write some of 

them more than once): Pray for 

Grannie and Grandpa; Take your 

neighbor some cookies; Thank 

Jesus for 5 things; Give Mommy 

and Daddy a big hug; Sing your 

favorite Christmas carol; Make a 

Christmas card for your Sunday 

School Teacher; Share a favorite 

Bible story; As a family, write a 

note to someone at church; Pray 

for someone that doesn’t know 

Jesus; Plan a time to go Christmas 

caroling at a nursing home; Pray for 

your cousins; Have each person in 

the family share something they 

Counting Down  

the Days! 

There are so many wonderful ways 

to count down the days till 

Christmas! Use this time of 

anticipation to remind your family 

that we are still living in 

anticipation of the coming of Jesus: 

His second coming.  

Family Worship: Advent is a great 

time to start to have times of 

family worship, even if you’ve never 

done it before!   Use Covenant 

Presbyterian Church’s Advent 

Devotional as a guide. Small  

children might be allowed to quietly 

play with a sturdy nativity scene 

while listening to the devotional. As 

you sing the songs, allow children to 

ring bells, or shake a tambourine, or 

even dance!  

Gather Christmas books from the 

library, or trade with friends. 

Snuggle up and read a different 

book for each of the days leading 

up to Christmas. I’ve been 

collecting Christmas stories for 



To grow in Christ (green) we read 

our Bible, pray, and attend church. 

Someday those who know Jesus will 

go to be with Him in heaven where 

the streets are made of gold (a 

gold or yellow balloon). 

 

Give Him one of His favorite gifts 

by spending time in praise and  

prayer. 

 

Throw a party! A 

birthday party for 

Jesus can be a great outreach to 

neighborhood kids, and friends 

from school. Play fun games, have 

the cake, tell the story of when  

Jesus was born, make simple  

ornaments as party favors, and 

send each child home with 

Christmas goodies and an invitation 

to our Christmas Eve service.  

 

 

B r i g h t  c o l o r e d  

balloons can be used 

at your party to tell the gospel  

story. A black balloon reminds us 

that our hearts are dirty with sin, 

but the red balloon reminds us that  

Jesus came and shed His blood to 

w a s h  u s  c l e a n  ( w h i t e ) .  

 

 

 

 

It’s a Birthday! 

Bake a birthday cake for Jesus, 

complete with candles! Sing “Happy 

Birthday” to Jesus. 

Make cards telling Him that you 

love Him. Write your favorite Bible 

verses in the cards. Display them 

with your other Christmas cards. 

You know the way you reminisce 

about your child on their birthday 

and tell the “remember the time” 

stories of their lives? Do the same 

at your Jesus Birthday party. 

”Remember the time He turned  

water into wine? Oh, and the time 

He helped his friends catch so 

many fish their nets broke? Do you 

remember how much he loved the 

little children? It seemed He 

always had them around!”   



One Wintry Night is another 

favorite book which can be used by 

a family with a wide age range of 

children. Written by Ruth Bell  

Graham and beautifully illustrated 

by Richard Jesse Watson, this 

book tells the story of a young boy 

caught in a snowstorm in the  

mountains on Christmas Eve. He 

takes refuge in the house of a kind, 

grandmotherly woman who slowly 

unfolds the story of Christmas, 

starting all the way back at  

creation.  

 

Jacob’s Gift by Max Lucado shares 

the story of a young boy with a gift 

for carpentry. His teacher, Rabbi 

Simeon, not only instructs him in 

carpentry, but also teaches him 

important lessons about God. Rabbi 

teaches Jacob that when you give a 

gift to one of God's children, it's 

like giving a gift to God. Jacob  

sacrificially gives a gift and  

discovers how true this really is.  

Recommended Books  

Some of my favorite advent books 

that work well for older children 

are the Jotham’s Journey books by 

Arnold Ytreeide. Each day of 

advent you can read a short 

chapter of the story, and a follow- 

up with the included devotional and 

prayer.   Instructions for 

incorporating an advent wreath 

during family worship are included. 

These books are a trilogy, so the 

fun can last for three years, but we 

can hardly wait and end up reading 

all three books every year, rather 

than one section everyday as they 

are intended! The three books are 

Jotham’s Journey, Barthalomew’s 

Passage, and Tabitha’s Travels.  

 

 

 

 


