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Americans will wake up to a medley of emotions today – shock, disbelief, sorrow, 
outrage, anger, pain – and into a world they scarcely understand. 
 
A morning after airplanes were used as missiles in the worst terrorist act the world 
has seen, the first light has brought with it a set of unprecedented challenges, some 
immediate, others long-term – prevent attacks in the making, search for survivors in 
New York and Washington, attend to the countless injured.  Investigating, bringing to 
justice people behind the carnage and figuring reasons why we couldn’t prevent it 
will follow. Clearing millions of tons of rubble from Lower Manhattan will be a 
challenge, but perhaps the biggest challenge will be rebuilding the shattered lives of 
thousands of bereaved Americans.  
 
Yet, we cannot let this disrupt our way of life. For those who think nothing of killing 
innocents to make political statements, we’ll need to show them the strength of our 
resolve, our ability to bring the weight of global opinion and the might of our justice 
system to bear down on them. 
 
Americans will ponder why they were targeted in such cowardly manner. Who were 
the attackers, why were they prepared to kill themselves in a bid to cause us harm? 
 
Early investigations point to the involvement of Al Qaeda (AQ).  Led by the 
Afghanistan-based shadowy Saudi millionaire, Osama bin Laden (OBL), AQ is at war 
with America. The stated reason for the Jihad - America is at war with Islam, US 
troops are desecrating their Holy Lands, our support to Israel etc. The ideology that 
fuels their hatred is derived from willful misinterpretation and falsification of the 
term “Jihad” in the writings of the former Egyptian radical Islamist, Sayyid Qutb. AQ 
aims to spread terror, push America into retreat, with the political objective of 
bringing its version of Shari’ah to the world. To the suicide terrorists, martyrdom 
rewards are promised in afterlife. This is gross misrepresentation of the teachings of 
Islam by people with hate in their hearts and fanaticism on their minds.  
 
AQ is no stranger to American law enforcement. The 1993 WTC bombing was AQ 
inspired. They’ve attacked American interests in Kenya, Tanzania & Yemen. Now, 
they’ve brought war to our soil. This is a very different challenge, a very different 
war America will have to wage. The enemy doesn’t have a fixed address. It’s a 
network of violent radicals. They “love death more than we love life”. They have no 
scruples. However, we’ll continue to, even during this hour of grief and rage, 



separate the criminals from the innocent in whose name these atrocities have been 
committed. What we’re fighting, therefore, is more an ideology rather than 
individuals or a state. 
 
Could we have done anything to disrupt their designs? The short answer is, yes. We 
failed to imagine the nature of this attack. FAA’s airport security system was 
unprepared for suicide hijackings. America’s counter-terrorism measures were not 
robust or structured around sharing inputs amongst its law enforcement agencies. 
FBI’s performance metrics are skewed towards rewarding crime investigation and 
prosecution and not intelligence gathering. Some of these hijackers evidently trained 
here. Yet, we couldn’t stop them because our systems were not designed to.  
 
These are challenging times for policy makers. America needs to transition to a 
completely different level of intelligence gathering, processing, storage and sharing, 
if we are to prevent future attacks. America has to impress upon the global 
community to evolve a zero-tolerance policy towards terrorism. States that 
encourage, train, arm or shelter terrorists should face punitive action besides being 
barred from the community of nations. America has to reconfigure relations with 
partner regimes that use terrorism as a tool of state policy. America cannot condone 
unjustified violence by its allies in the Middle East. We’ll need to better articulate 
our foreign policy to the world in general. 
 
American policy will also need to win the hearts and minds of moderate Muslim 
sympathizers across the world, if we are to halt the financial, material and logistic 
support the radicals receive from them. There has to be urgency in tackling the issue 
of international money flow to terrorist entities through front organizations.  
 
People fanning flames of hate cannot belong to any religion. They are simply 
criminals hiding behind the fig leaf of twisted ideology.  
 


