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Logline: 

During the French revolution, the child heir to the throne is secretly taken to New France 

(Canada) to keep him from falling in the hands of the revolutionaries. 

Series concept: 

In 1793, at the height of the French revolution, King Louis XVI of the house of Bourbon and his 

wife, Queen Marie-Antoinette were executed thus putting an end to a millennium of monarchy 

in France. Their youngest and only living son Louis-Charles (aka Louis XVII) was 8 years old at the 

time and imprisoned. It is said that he died of illness two years later, but the account became 

the topic of much controversy and theories of conspiracy. 

One of the less popular version of the story is that he would have escaped with the help of 

loyalists of the House of Bourbon and taken to live with distant relatives near London England. 

The story also goes that the eminent heir to the French throne, should the revolution fail, was 

taken overseas to New France (Canada) to be raised amongst French nationals until the 

situation became back to normal in the mother country. 

Legend says that the prince was eventually taken to a small village in an area under British 

occupation that now makes up much of Canada.  He resumed a normal life until his death 

without going back to France or disclosing his great secret. 

This dramatic television series is an adaptation of historical facts and legend that chronicles the 

difficulties Louis-Charles and his adopted family endure to keep hiding from the revolutionaries. 

Needing help to survive in the colony, they must however discover for themselves who they can 

and who they cannot trust. The series is set in a period marked by dualities of two European 

countries, interactions with first nations, influence of the clergy and the threat of assimilation by 

the Americans. 

 

  



MAIN CHARACTERS: 

Protagonists: 

Charles (aka Prince Louis XVII, Louis Charles), is a main character of the series. The apparent heir 

to the throne should the monarchy be reinstated is 8 years old at the beginning of the series and 

orphaned because of the execution of his parents. He is shy, introverted and to survive the exile 

and prosecution has become fearful of strangers. To protect his identity, he has been given the 

new name Charles. French is his first language but speaks English with strong accent. His role 

gets larger after episode one. 

Denys Delacroix, widower, is the caretaker of Prince Louis XVII referred to as his uncle 

(fabricated relationship to protect the identity of the prince). In his early thirties, he is the 

character most knowledgeable of the great secret. He has ties to loyalists in France and is 

trusted with the care of the prince. He is resourceful and manages to establish an alternative life 

in New France (Canada).  Speaks both languages. 

Father Grégoire Desharnais, (after episode one) a seasoned Jesuit catholic priest living in Grande 

Baie (New France) who is trusted with the great secret (through confession). With hopes that 

the monarchy will be reinstated, he provides much help and expects favours from the monarchy 

for his loyal support to the heir to the throne. Speaks French only. 

Antagonist: 

Captain, head sailor of the mediocre boat hired for the crossing to New France. On a relentless 

quest to capture the prince and deliver him to the French revolutionaries, He speaks English 

only. 

Minor characters 

Louisette Delacroix, daughter of Denys and older “cousin” of the prince. Speaks French and 

broken English. 

Amélie Langevin, widower who helps the escapees settle in the village of Grande Baie. Speaks 

French and broken English. 

Young sailor, one of the sailors who was hired for the crossing but became sympathetic to the 

escapees. He speaks English only. 

  



SEASON ONE BREAK DOWN 

Episode one: The crossing 

The episode begins in London where the exiled prince has been taken to live with distant 

relatives who fled France during the rebellion. With rumours that the revolutionaries are coming 

to capture the prince to imprison him back in France, supporters of the monarchy orchestrate to 

substitute the real prince with an orphaned child of the same age and looks.  

The real prince is taken by ship to New France (Canada) under the responsibility of Denys 

Delacroix and his daughter to hide until the revolution is finished and the monarchy returns. 

From the beginning of the voyage the secret identity is breached, and the trio must be diligent. 

The boat is not suitable for crossing the North Atlantic and the family is at high risk. 

Once they arrive in New France, they realize that the revolutionaries are after them and they 

must change plans rapidly and avoid being captured. 

Episode two: Settling in 

The prince and his adopted family relocates to a small village where they must organize in short 

order and start their new life in a foreign colony. As they make new acquaintances and try to 

determine who can be trusted, they suspect that the secret may be out and are forced to 

relocate to a safer and less known settlement far away and out of the main routes of New 

France.  

Episode three: Threat from the south 

South of Grande Baie in a land disputed by the French, the British and the young United States 

of America, the boundary is in constant flux. The Americans, who obtained independence from 

the British a couple of decades earlier are trying to expanding their territory to the north. The 

colony is divided and the allegiance to the French or the British is challenged. 

Episodes four: The Captain returns 

The prince and his new family have resolved to stay in Grande Baie while they await news that 

the monarchy in France regains control. The boundary dispute between British North America 

and the United States has brought attention to the settlements to the north. The Captain has 

found allies amongst the Americans and promised great reward if the prince is captured. The 

neighbours to the south realize they, and the French, have a common enemy in the British. 

  



Episode five: The rebellious Prince  

Delcroix discloses to the prince that his parents were killed back in France all along and that it is 

not known how long they must stay in New France. The prince is devastated and runs away. He 

first struggles in the woods trying to overcome hunger, cold and predators. He is found by a 

community of first nation Indians and taken to their village. They ultimately manage to find out 

where he belongs and return him to his adoptive family in Grande Baie. 

Episode six: The resolve 

Back in France, unable to reverse most of the changes brought forward by the French 

Revolution, a new government is formed. Exiled supporters of the monarchy are allowed to 

return. Nonetheless, divisions within the survivors of the former House of Bourbon cast doubt as 

if the prince can safely resume life in the mother country. 

It is decided to abandon plans for the prince to return to France and to keep his true identity 

secret forever. 

 



Detailed outline of episode one: 

Act one: 

In the dark and cold alleys of 1793 London, un-hampered by the heavy rain, a small group is 

executing a risky plan. An non-cooperating young boy is being restrained while another one 

hurries to join a man and his daughter with a slight hesitation and nervousness. The only son of 

the recently executed King Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette is hiding. Following rumours that the 

revolutionaries are coming to capture the prince and imprison him back in France, the 

supporters of the monarchy are orchestrating an elaborate plan to substitute the real prince 

with an orphaned child of the same age and looks to save him.  He will be taken to New France 

(Canada). 

After a tumultuous night, the prince, Denys Delacroix and his daughter arrive at a small wharf in 

the countryside. They carry little with them except for essentials packed in canvas bags. It is now 

morning and foggy, typical of spring in northern Europe.  

Denys meets up with a couple of men who are preparing a small vessel at the boat launch. He 

quickly starts to argue with the leader of the men on the wharf. Denys Delacroix is upset as the 

arrangements, from his perspective, he has made to secure a ship were not respected. They 

plan on crossing the North Atlantic to reach New France, but he is convinced the vessel is too 

small and not suited for the trip.  

Delacroix is nervous and is checking the surroundings; he fears they were followed and in 

danger. He makes the decision to go ahead and proceed with the original plan. The men 

exchange money and the boat sets sail towards its destination.  Back on the wharf, A stranger 

approaches the leader of the men who organized the trip by boat. There is a short conversation 

and the stranger hands a bag of money to the leader who grins, happy of the transaction. 

On the boat, sailors are secretly talking amongst themselves. Denys is nervous and afraid of 

what will happen. The boat sails on. 

Act two 

The land disappears off the horizon as the ship makes its way to cross the cold North Atlantic. It 

is close quarters in what is definitely too small a vessel for this type of crossing. The cargo it 

carries is heavy as the hull of the boat sits low in the water. Occasionally, waves will throw water 

into the cabin. The prince, Delacroix and his daughter are nested deep inside the hull, in the 

dark amongst the payload. The conditions are primitive, uncomfortable and certainly opposite 

of what they are accustomed to. 

While the sailors seem to be competent at keeping the small boat on its course, they clearly 

cannot be trusted. Do they know of the secret identity of Jean-Luc, the young boy and heir 

apparent to the throne of France? Are they plotting to take them for ransom or are their 



intentions just to abandon them somewhere and just keep the money that has been advanced 

for their voyage? It is hard to tell as they talk with a strange accent; a dialect of some sort. 

Back in England, the revolutionaries have successfully captured the boy who was substituted for 

prince Louis XVII and are taking him back to France. The revolution is going on strong and it 

appears that the monarchy was ended. The faith of what is believed to be the prince heir to the 

throne is uncertain. Will he be executed like his parents? Will the truth be un-covered? 

Whatever unfolds, the real prince’s life is in peril. 

On board of the ship, Delacroix’s daughter is sick. The constant motion and lack of fresh air is 

too hard to take for the young girl. In fact, they are all exhausted from the horrible conditions, 

poor nutrition and lack of rest for having to constantly be on alert. The sailors constantly argue 

amongst themselves. The prince cannot keep composure anymore and Delacroix is relatively 

unsuccessful at reassuring him. On deck, a fight breaks out. One sailor is stabbed and collapses. 

The other two throw him overboard. One sailor comes down in the hull. He tells Delacroix that 

he will have to lend a hand when needed. Strangely, there is now a sense of calmness in the air. 

It has been a few days since the incident but despite the dramatic event, Delacroix and the 

children feel safe. Seagulls are flying overhead, and the smell of the air has changed. It is difficult 

to tell for sure but on the horizon, it looks like land can be seen (mouth of Saint Lawrence). 

  



Act three 

The prince, Delacroix and his daughter are still on their way to New France. Their boat is in bad 

shape and if it lasts the trip, will need significant repairs. With the disappearance of the captain, 

navigating the boat has been much harder and slower. Despite having one less mouth to feed, 

the food is practically gone. 

On the other hand, the revolutionaries have had a faster voyage and have already made it to the 

city of Québec; the capital of New France. The captain, who was rescued after falling over board, 

is more determined than ever to capture and deliver the prince to the revolutionaries and 

collect his money. By a strange twist of faith, his task has become simpler when his rescuers 

happened to be revolutionaries on the same quest to capture the prince and return him to 

France. He will just have to be wise and orchestrate a plan to guaranty he gets a hefty 

compensation. The captain will stop at nothing even if it means killing those in his way. 

When finally arriving to their destination, Delacroix and the children must not waste time. 

Delacroix is suspicious of a plot against the prince and hiding in the colony offers little comfort. 

He knows that New France is populated with rebels who fled the mother land because of 

objections to the monarchy. 

In Québec, the revolutionaries and the captain have seen the boat carrying Delacroix and his 

family arrive. They are following them closely and planning their next move. Thinking that the 

family will stay around the city for a while, they are simply to conduct a raid at night, kidnap the 

prince and subdue anyone who resists. The next ship to Europe is being prepared so they must 

act quickly. 

At an inn, the revolutionaries and the captain are arguing about the details of the plan and the 

amount of money for compensation. They leave the establishment with the conflict un-resolved 

and much tension amongst them. Outside, the two sailors who have helped Delacroix and the 

children during their crossing become aware that the captain is still alive and that he is plotting a 

kidnapping with the help of the revolutionaries. They manage to find Delacroix in time to warn 

them. 

The family escapes rapidly and heads east through a portage route that will take them far from 

the city. The three kidnappers raid a house where the family had been staying but they are 

already gone. After a trip that took several days, the family settles in a small village. Delacroix 

gives back the royal ring to the prince as a gesture that they are now safe. But, back in Québec, 

the revolutionaries are on the move; they have not given up. 
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1 EXT. PUBLIC SQUARE, CHATEAU DE VERSAILLES - 1793 - DAY 1

In Paris, a large crowd has gathered and is chanting.

Objects are being thrown towards a wooden platform. On it,

two guillotines are positioned side-by-side. Louis XVI and

Marie-Antoinette are being executed.

FADE TO BLACK

SWOOSHING SOUND OF THE BLADES COMING DOWN

SOUND OF TWO HEADS HITTING THE FLOOR

FADE-IN

Act one

2 EXT. DARK ALLEY 1793 LONDON-NIGHT 2

It is raining hard, the sound of rain hitting the stone

pavement is deafening. Despite inclement weather, there is

activity outside in the streets of 1793 London.

A small group is executing a risky plan. An non-cooperating

young boy is being restrained while another one hurries to

join a man and a young girl. The boy is in reality the heir

apparent to the throne of France amidst a revolution that

led to the execution of his parents, king and queen by

protesters of the monarchy. He is 8 years old and not old

enough to fully understand what is happening.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

Will he be OK? Will be OK?

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes, do not worry, he will be all

right. Let’s go quick! Let’s go.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

But what will happen to him? Who is

coming after us? I’m scared!

DENYS DELACROIX

Let’s keep moving!

All three (the PRINCE, DELACROIX and his DAUGHTER) separate

from the second BOY who is held by another man. They walk

fast then start running. the PRINCE looks back but is

hauled-away by DELACROIX. The children carry each a bag

while DENYS carries a couple. They disappear into a side

street. It is still dark and raining. The BOY who was

substituted is crying and scared.



2.

3 EXT. SIDE STREET - DARK, RAINING 3

DELACROIX suddenly remembers a crucial detail. He grabs the

PRINCE by the arm.

DENYS DELACROIX

The ring, take off the ring!

The PRINCE is confused. DELACROIX takes his hand and removes

a ring. He puts it in his pocket. It is not a normal ring;

it is large and intricate and bares engravings of some sort;

a family symbol; the symbol of the house of Bourbon.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

But is is from mum and dad. They

gave it to me.

DENYS DELACROIX

I know CHARLES, I will keep it for

now and give it back to you when we

are safe. I promise.

It takes a moment for the PRINCE to remember his new name.

They keep moving and disappear between stone building in the

darkness of the back streets.

Shadows and silhouettes of people are visible behind. It

could be someone after them or maybe just onlookers, who

knows for sure?

FADE-OUT

FADE IN

4 EXT. COUNTRYSIDE- DAY 4

The three escapees are tired and wet. It is spring and foggy

and they struggle to locate their destination point.

DELACROIX explains to the PRINCE and LOUISETTE, his

daughter, what they are seeking.

DENYS DELACROIX

By the water, we should see a wharf

and a tall ship.

LOUISETTE

Like the ones that go to war or

like the one we take to cross the

channel.

DELACROIX laughs a bit.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 3.

DENYS DELACROIX

Kind of half way between dear but

not a war ship.

They approach an area by the water with some rough building

and a dock. There is a small sail BOAT mourned and some

people around. They walk closer.

5 EXT. RUSTIC WHARF - DAY 5

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

Is it the BOAT DENYS?

DENYS DELACROIX

Call me father! Remember? I don‘t

think it is it. Let me find

somebody. This must be wrong.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

It is the only one around. Are we

at the right place?

DENYS DELACROIX

I don’t know, keep quiet and let me

figure it out.

DENYS meets up with three MEN who are preparing a small

vessel at the boat launch. They appear to be sailors. A

fourth man, the BOAT OWNER is on the dock and appears to be

organizing the activities.

DENYS DELACROIX

Hello!

YOUNGER SAILOR

Hello, you have to talk to him!

He points to the lonely BOAT OWNER on the wharf. DENYS goes

towards the BOAT OWNER.

DENYS DELACROIX

I am DELACROIX. You know where the

boat is? You know anything about a

boat?

BOAT OWNER

You are looking at it (he laughs).

She’s a beauty!

All four MEN laugh at the joke. DENYS is visibly upset

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 4.

DENYS DELACROIX

You must be taking me for a fool!

This dingy will never cross the

Atlantic! You will kill us all!

YOUNGER SAILOR

Well then we all die, we are going

there to! I just hope the ice is

out the ice is out; much colder out

there I hear.

DENYS DELACROIX

You mean you have not been there

yet?

YOUNGER SAILOR

Nope, first time. You?

DELACROIX does not answer, he realizes that his options are

limited. He does not want to let the children know he is

upset.Time is running out and of the essence and he must act

quickly.

DENYS DELACROIX

What is the biggest sea she

crossed?

BOAT OWNER

It’s been far and around. It has

been to Italy just last year.

DENYS DELACROIX

Italy! that is not even the same

type of trip!

DELACROIX stops mid-sentence and keeps his composure.

The MEN laugh again and go about their chores on the BOAT.

DENYS DELACROIX is nervous and is checking the surroundings;

he fears they were followed and in danger.

He makes the decision to go ahead and proceed with the

original plan. The DELACROIX hands the BOAT OWNER a bag of

money, the SAILORS continue preparations.

BOAT OWNER

Are they your children?

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 5.

BOAT OWNER

They don’t look alike. Where is

your wife?

DENYS DELACROIX

She passed. We are starting new in

New France.

The BOAT OWNER is suspicious that DELACROIX is not telling

the truth and investigates further.

BOAT OWNER

Must cost a fortune to start fresh

like that in new territory.

DENYS DELACROIX

It will certainly not be easy.

The BOAT OWNER wants to see if DELACROIX brought money with

him.

BOAT OWNER

How are you going to pay to settle

over there?

DENYS DELACROIX

My brother will help out. He has

been there for a few years.

BOAT OWNER

So you carry no money?

DENYS DELACROIX

Not a penny, gave it all to you for

the crossing.

DELACROIX, PRINCE and LOUISETTE walk towards the BOAT.

DELACROIX discretely takes a dagger from one of his bags and

places it inside his coat. The BOAT OWNER nods and gestures

to the CAPTAIN. He nods back and returns at preparing the

vessel.

6 EXT.BOAT ON DECK -DAY 6

DELACROIX, LOUISETTE and the PRINCE board the BOAT. They are

instructed to go below deck in the hull.

YOUNGER SAILOR

Go down the ladder and then to the

front. It is tight but that is

where you will stay.



6.

7 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 7

The sight is not reassuring for the trio. It is messy, old

and full of cargo.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

It smells bad. Do we have to stay

here? It is dirty and creepy.

DENYS DELACROIX

It will be OK; you will get used to

it. The two of you should take off

your wet clothes and let them dry.

You have clean and dry ones in your

bags.

The children listen to DELACROIX and proceed to change their

clothes.

They hear the SAILORS above, the BOAT is launched and sets

sail. The voyage is starting. The BOAT OWNER stays behind.

8 EXT. FRANCE DAY 8

The revolution is still underway and people are looting the

castle that was the residence of the royal family.

FADE OUT

FADE IN

9 INT. FRANCE CASTLE HALLWAY - DAY 9

Commoners are gathering valuables from inside the castle.

Two men who oversee the raiding of the palace stop in front

of a family portrait and notice a detail that was

overlooked.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

(in French) I thought they had only

one son and he died at the start of

the revolution.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

(in French) So did I. The princess

is being held but what about the

other son?



7.

They gather a few other revolutionaries and and discuss the

situation in front of the family portrait. We cannot hear

the conversation but it is animated.

10 EXT. RUSTIC WHARF - DAY 10

Back on the wharf, Two strangers approach the BOAT

OWNER who has stayed behind. There is a short conversation

and one of the strangers hands a bag of money to the BOAT

OWNER who grins, happy of the transaction. The strangers are

in fact the two REVOLUTIONARIES.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

(strong accent) So, is it them? You

are sure it is the dauphin, the

next king? I mean, supposed to be

king.

BOAT OWNER

Yes, they are going to Stadacona.

The man calls himself DELACROIX and

claims to be the father of the

PRINCE and the little girl.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Stadacona?

BOAT OWNER

Yes, Stadacona that is how the

natives call it. You know, Québec.

The BOAT OWNER laughs. He looks on as the BOAT disappears on

the horizon. Offline, we hear the PRINCE and DELACROIX talk.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

DENYS, I mean "father" when am I

going to see my familly again?

DENYS DELACROIX

When we get back but first, we must

go on this voyage. It will be soon.

The PRINCE does not know his parents were executed and that

his real sister too is in hiding.



8.

11 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 11

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

I miss them, I miss them a lot.

12 EXT. LARGER SEA PORT - EVENING TWILIGHT 12

REVOLUTIONARY 1 and REVOLUTIONARY 2 are seen heading towards

a large vessel. It appears as if they are negotiating to

board another ship that is heading to New France. The boat

is larger and most certainly faster than the one taken by

the family in hiding.

They have a short discussion with the captain and proceed

aboard.

13 EXT. ON DECK OF LARGER BOAT -DAY 13

REVOLUTIONARY 1

(in French) We will try to find

some allies over there.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

(in French) If not, we just make

sure they never come back.

14 EXT.AT SEA FIRST BOAT IN SUNSET 14

FADE OUT

(end of act one)

Act two

FADE IN

15 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 15

It has been 2 days and the BOAT is making its way to cross

the cold North Atlantic. Three SAILORS are focused at

tending the ship. Not much is said. The BOAT cuts across

large waves and is being bounced around.



9.

16 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 16

DELACROIX looks scruffy and, as the rest of the family, is

greasy and dirty. Waves throw water into the hull below

deck. DELACROIX and the children must relocate to stay out

of the water.The conditions are primitive, uncomfortable and

certainly opposite of what they are accustomed to. We hear

the cracking of the wooden planks and the waves crashing

against the hull.

LOUISETTE

I’m cold. I’m hungry

DENYS DELACROIX

Here take this blanket. We will eat

soon after I talk to the MEN.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

I am too, and I am tired, I want to

stop.

Food, such as what they had in the first part of the voyage

is nowhere to be found. DELACROIX touches the PRINCE on the

shoulder as a gesture of reassurance and then climbs the

narrow ladder to get on deck. The BOAT is rocking badly.

Once he gets up there, the SAILORS ignore him. He goes and

addresses one of them.

17 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 17

DENYS DELACROIX

We need more food, where can I find

it?

SAILOR 2

You were eating too much and we

took it away. We put it is down

there in the burlap bags; salt

pork. There is bread also and water

in the canister. Go easy on it, it

has to last the whole trip.

DELACROIX is not impressed. He chooses to pick his battles

and right now, the safety of his family comes first. He

still is uncertain about the integrity of the SAILORS that

have been hired to insure safe passage for the PRINCE to New

France.

DENYS DELACROIX

OK, where are we?

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 10.

SAILOR 2

Out there, towards the big island.

He gets out a badly worned map or chart and points at a spot

on it.

SAILOR 2

We must stay to the north of it.

many ships fail here.

The SAILOR turns the wheel vigorously and the BOAT tilts to

its side.

18 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 18

Cargo moves around, LOUISETTE and the PRINCE fall down.

19 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 19

DENYS DELACROIX

Ok, how long till we get there?

SAILOR 2

Where, forteresse de Quebec?

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes

SAILOR 2

A few weeks, hard to tell this time

of yeay with the ice flows.

DELACROIX just shakes his head and returns back down below

deck. His DAUGHTER has vomited. He cleans up the mess and

looks for food and discovers that some bags have holes in

them; a sure sign that rats are present.

20 EXT. AT SEA TWILIGHT 20

The Boat sails into the sunset

FADE OUT

FADE IN



11.

21 INT. FRANCE CELLAR JAIL -DIM LIGHT 21

Back in the motherland, revolutionaries are realizing that

who they thought was the PRINCE heir to the throne is in

fact a substitute.

REVOLUTIONARY 3

(in French) His story checks out we

should just let him go.

REVOLUTIONARY 4

(in French) Yes, I agree. It’s a

good thing our guys went to

New-France just in case.

REVOLUTIONARY 3

We should still send a letter.

Hopefully they will catch on by the

time they get it.

The men nod to the jail keeper. He unlocks the jail door and

gets the SUBSTITUTED boy.

22 EXT. STREETS OF A CITY IN FRANCE - DAY 22

The SUBSTITUTED boy wanders around, confused and not knowing

what to do.

23 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 23

Ten days have now passed and the three SAILORS are busy

mending the BOAT. They are making repairs to the rigging.

DELACROIX brings the CHILDREN around on the deck. It is

sunny and the winds are calm.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

How do we know we are going the

right way?

DENYS DELACROIX

Well, we are heading west and that

is the direction the sun sets

everyday so, as long as every

evening we are heading into the

sunset, we are OK.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

But what about the days it is

raining?

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 12.

DELACROIX laughs.

DENYS DELACROIX

We just hope we are still on course

I guess and wait for the next sunny

day to make sure.

24 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 24

The 3 SAILORS are below deck and having a discussion. They

are whispering so that the family does not hear. Emotions

are taking over as the 3 SAILORS are not agreeing.

CAPTAIN

They are depleting our food and

water. Besides, I am starting to

doubt that we will be able to get

ransom money on top of what we are

paid. So, time to get rid of them.

YOUNGER SAILOR

We already have received half the

money, why don’t we wait until we

are close to Quebec and drop them

off before we get there and turn

around?

CAPTAIN

That is stupid; adds time to the

return trip and depletes our food

rations even more. Besides, we

agreed to make it to Newfoundland,

load up with salted cod and return.

We collect the money and sell the

fish for extra profit.

YOUNGER SAILOR

We don’t need to kill them, we just

have to prove that they are no

longer with us and get the rest of

the money.

SAILOR 2

I agree with making it to

Newfoundland. Besides, they have

rhum there (laughs).

YOUNGER SAILOR

And what do we do with them?

(CONTINUED)
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SAILOR 2

Leave them there.

CAPTAIN

We toss them to the sharks before

that and save our food and water.

But before, we search for money. He

lied; he must carry money on

himself. It is not in the bags

because he does not mind leaving

them out of sight.

DELACROIX is awake and tries to make sense of the

conversation between the SAILORS. PRINCE wakes up; the

SAILORS are noticing and stop talking. They lay down and go

to sleep.

FADE OUT

FADE IN

25 EXT.BOAT ON DECK -DAY 25

It is morning and the SAILORS are on deck. YOUNGER SAILER

approaches SAILOR 2 and whispers.

YOUNGER SAILOR

We never agreed last night, what is

the plan?

SAILOR 2

Not clear but I say, let’s leave

them in Newfoundland. We scare them

enough so they stay there and never

tell.

YOUNGER SAILOR

Yes, sounds good but what

about CAPTAIN?

SAILOR 2

Two against one, he will have to go

along with it. I am just about done

working for him. When we get back,

I do something different. Maybe I

use the money we get here and build

a house and start a farm.

(CONTINUED)
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CAPTAIN walks by and the 2 SAILORS stop their conversation.

The attention is suddenly shifted to one of the secondary

sails that is coming lose. The 3 SAILORS struggle to tie the

lose sail down. The rope snaps and the cloth gets tangled-up

in the mast.

DELACROIX joins in to help. If the sail rips, the whole boat

is compromised. He jumps and grabs the sail right before it

gets over board. There is a gust of wind and the cloth is

pulling him towards the edge of railing.

DENYS DELACROIX

I got the sail, grab the rope I can

hold on to it but not long.

Another rope tightens up. DELACROIX has not noticed. It

strikes him in the face. He momentarily loses hold of the

sail but regroups and grabs it again. CAPTAIN yells to the

other two.

CAPTAIN

Hurry, go help him pull the sail

in. Quick!

SAILOR 2 and YOUNGER SAILOR stop what they are doing. Ropes

tighten and yank against the mast. They each grab a section

of the cloth and manage to pull the sail back onto deck.

DELACROIX gets up, he is shaken and his face is bloody. He

regroups and goes on the help the others gather loose ropes.

He goes below deck with the two children.

26 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 26

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

What happened father, your face is

full of blood.

DENYS DELACROIX

Just a small accident, everything

is good now.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

I heard yelling. What was wrong.

DENYS DELACROIX

The sails needed a little bit of

repairs.

He does not want to children to worry about the condition of

the boat. He knows that these types of incidents are bound

to happen many more times.

(CONTINUED)
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DENYS DELACROIX

We must be nearly half way there

now.

LOUISETTE

Oh no! Only half way there?

She starts to cry. DELACROIX just holds her for comfort and

says nothing.

27 EXT.BOAT ON DECK -DAY 27

The sailors are seen on deck making repairs to the rigging

and sails.

CAPTAIN

All right, this is it, we are going

to do it now!

YOUNGER SAILOR

We don’t agree, can we talk about

it some more?

CAPTAIN

You two go grab DELACROIX. I will

get the children

CAPTAIN draws his knife and gestures to the SAILORS to do

the same. They are hesitant but proceed down the ladder

leading below deck. CAPTAIN follows behind them closely.

28 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 28

The three SAILORS come down the ladder decisively. DELACROIX

stands up immediately.

DENYS DELACROIX

What is going on? Put those knives

away!

The two SAILORS jump on DELACROIX. There is a significant

struggle but DELACROIX falls to the ground after being

jabbed in the arm with one of the daggers. The two SAILORS

subdue him and start to drag him upstairs to the deck.

CAPTAIN grabs the children and also proceeds up the ladder.
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29 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 29

All three family members are being held and trying to get

free. CAPTAIN is holding the children by the arms.

CAPTAIN

DELACROIX, give me the money you

have been keeping on you!

DENYS DELACROIX

I told you, I don’t have any more

money! Let them go! I will find a

way to make it worthwhile to you.

The two sailors look at each other and are still a bit

hesitant about executing CAPTAIN’s plan. LOUISETTE struggles

and gets free from CAPTAIN’s hold but in the process, slips

and falls partly overboard. At the same time, the PRINCE

manages to free himself from CAPTAIN’s hold.

DENYS DELACROIX

LOUISETTE, hang on!

He manages to get free from the SAILORS and rushes to save

his DAUGHTER who is dangling over board and hanging on to

ropes. He moves CAPTAIN out of the way who was trying to

stop DELACROIX from reaching LOUISETTE. CAPTAIN trips

backwards and falls overboard. DELACROIX manages to grab his

DAUGHTER’s hand before she lets go under fatigue.

DENYS DELACROIX

PRINCE, go hide below.

By doing so, he has revealed the identity of the PRINCE. The

two sailors are motionless and are not trying to capture

DELACROIX or the children anymore. The PRINCE runs down the

ladder and goes hide in the hull.

DENYS DELACROIX

LOUISETTE, you go join your

brother.

She hurries down below deck as well. DELACROIX and the

SAILORS go to the edge of the BOAT and try to locate CAPTAIN

in the water. He is nowhere to be found.

FADE OUT

FADE IN
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30 INT. BOAT BELOW DECK - DARK - LIT BY LANTERN 30

DELACROIX and the SAILORS are having a conversation. There

seems to be a general sense of trust but all are being

cautious of each other.

YOUNGER SAILOR

We will take you to destination as

you initially wanted

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes that is what we agreed on

SAILOR 2

You will have to help us sail the

boat.

DENYS DELACROIX

Of course.

YOUNGER SAILOR

Can we ask you not to tell anybody

about what happened?

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes but I expect the same. No more

discussions about this

31 EXT. IN WATER - DAY 31

The body of CAPTAIN is motionless in the water just bobbing

around. On the horizon, far away, the silhouette of a ship

appears.

32 EXT. FRANCE PUBLIC SQUARE - DAY 32

People are gathered at the public square. Leaders of the

revolution are addressing the crowd.

LEADER

(in French) We hereby declare the

the birth of a new nation, a true

democracy, free forever of the

clutch of a monarchy. Hooray for

the new Republic of France!

The crowd cheers and starts to celebrate.

DISOLVE
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33 EXT. PORT OF QUÉBEC - DAY 33

The larger boat arrives at the port. REVOLUTIONARY 1 & 2 are

seen on the catwalk waiting to leave the vessel. CAPTAIN

walks immediately behind them. On the dock, the three men

gather and walk off to the streets. It appears as the

CAPTAIN was rescued by the large boat carrying the

REVOLUTIONARIES.

34 EXT. BOAT ON DECK - DAY 34

The family is still at sea. The mood is tense but calm. The

BOAT continues to its destination.

FADE TO BLACK

End of Act two

Act three

35 EXT. AT SEA - DAY 35

The PRINCE, DELACROIX and his LOUISETTE are still on their

way to New France. Their BOAT is in bad condition and if it

lasts the trip, will need significant repairs. With the

disappearance of the captain, navigating the boat has been

much harder and the trip slower.

DENYS DELACROIX

I know you are still hungry but we

must ration ourselves in case the

trip takes longer.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

You said we were almost there a few

days ago.

DENYS DELACROIX

I cannot help it, it is hard to

tell.

YOUNGER SAILOR

Look, seagulls!

SAILOR 2

Yes land is close, the air smells

different. Must be the Saint

Lawrence River.

(CONTINUED)
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YOUNGER SAILOR

I heard once in the river, it takes

ten more days to Québec.

SAILOR 2

I heard that too. There is a small

village on the south shore we can

stop to get food.

36 EXT. QUEBEC - DAY 36

On the other hand, the REVOLUTIONARIES have had a faster run

and have already made it to the city of Québec; the capital

of New France.

The CAPTAIN, is with the REVOLUTIONARIES. He was rescued by

them and has now joined forces. He holds information that

will make their capture quicker.

CAPTAIN

On their arrival, they must report

to the governor’s office. I have

made an ally there and he will let

me know what he finds out.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

You must be more discreet. We don’t

know who to trust here.

CAPTAIN

It is a necessary evil. We must

increase our network to be more

efficient. The next boat back to

Europe leaves in four days. It goes

to Amsterdam. I say we get the kid

and ship out right away.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

It is tight but worth a shot. When

is the next boat to France?

CAPTAIN

Not sure, I have to be discreet

remember?

The three men continue walking down the streets of Quebec.
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37 EXT. DECK OF BOAT -DAY 37

The BOAT has made a stop at a small port to get supplies and

is resuming its journey. The village is also a a hub where

Micmac indians trade with the French and provides useful

information to the escapees and the crew. The PRINCE and

LOUISETTE are more upbeat.

LOUISETTE

Do you think there are many

children out there where we are

going?

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

I hope so, I miss playing, I miss

my parents too. I will write them

when we stop.

38 EXT. PORT OF QUÉBEC - DAY 38

The BOAT finally arrives to the destination and the family,

wasting no time takes to the streets. DELACROIX is

suspicious of a plot against the PRINCE and hiding in the

colony offers little comfort. He knows that New France is

populated with rebels who fled the mother land because of

objections to the monarchy.

39 EXT. STREETS OF QUEBEC DAY 39

DELACROIX looks at a piece of paper he took out of his

pocket and locates the where he is supposed to contact an

ally. He enters a blacksmith workshop, brings PRINCE next to

him talks to the blacksmith (in French).

DENYS DELACROIX

It is us, this is LOUIS.

BLACKSMITH

I don’t know what you are talking

about, you must be mistaken.

He turns his back to them, removes a hot piece of metal from

the forge and takes it to the anvil. DELACROIX digs in his

pocket and presents an object to the BLACKSMITH.

BLACKSMITH

The ring! The ring from the house

of Bourbon.

(CONTINUED)
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He looks around to make sure there are no observers, kneels

down and kisses the PRINCE’s hand.

BLACKSMITH

Your majesty, we had given up. We

are so glad that you made it.

Please hurry and follow me.

They make their way behind the modest workshop to the

BLACKSMITH’s family living quarters. Outside the workshop,

the silhouette of three men can be seen.

40 INT. BLACKSMITH HOUSE NIGHT - LANTERN LIT 40

A fire roars in the hearth. The BLACKSMITH’s family,

DELACROIX and the children are having a sumptuous dinner.

DENYS DELACROIX

We would like to stay two nights of

it not too much of a bother.

BLACKSMITH

Not at all but you should stay much

longer to recuperate from that

rough trip.

DENYS DELACROIX

It is not safe, I have a bad

feeling. We must get to that small

village as it was planned.

BLACKSMITH

Yes but it will take several days

by carriage. I need time to arrange

for the trip. They were waiting for

our confirmation of your arrival.

DENYS DELACROIX

Can you get it organized the day

after tomorrow?

BLACKSMITH

It will be difficult. The good

thing is that the British have no

interest in the place. It is not

strategic, only a community of

settlers. No large timber, fur or

coal for them to exploit.
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41 INT. INN - NIGHT - LIT BY LANTERN 41

The REVOLUTIONARIES and the CAPTAIN are arguing about the

details of their plan to capture the PRINCE and the amount

of money CAPTAIN is to receive.

CAPTAIN

If it wasn’t for me, you would not

even know where to look.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

We could have left you there in the

water to die.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

Yeah, you should pay us. Tell you

what, you help us tomorrow night

when we raid the BLACKSMITH house,

we give you twelve pounds and you

disappear for good.

CAPTAIN props up. He is furious.

CAPTAIN

That is outrageous! You are not

going to get away with that.

He storms out of the inn. Outside, the SAILORS who helped

with the crossing have over heard. They turn their backs so

that they are not recognized by the CAPTAIN. He keeps going.

The SAILORS whisper.

SAILOR 2

I cannot believe the bastard made

it alive. I swear he disappeared

under water and was caught by the

currents.

YOUNGER SAILOR

I know, I saw the same. I don’t

understand. How did he make it here

from so far away?

SAILOR 2

Who do you think those other guys

are?

YOUNGER SAILOR

They had a strong accent, like that

of DELACROIX, they must be from

France too.

(CONTINUED)
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SAILOR 2

Yes and they want the kid,

remember, DELACROIX called him

PRINCE that one time.

YOUNGER SAILOR

I know where they are staying,

should we wan them?

SAILOR 2

We owe them nothing, it none of our

business. Besides, we need to get

the BOAT fixed.

YOUNGER SAILOR

I would feel better if we did.

SAILOR 2

Fine, just this once and that’s it.

42 EXT. BLACKSMITH FORGE - END OF DAY 42

The next day, CAPTAIN and the two REVOLUTIONARIES have

settled their dispute and want to act decisively because the

ship to Amsterdam is leaving the next day. They are armed

with a pistol and some daggers.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

We go over the plan one last time?

CAPTAIN

No it is clear, get the boy and

kill anybody who gets in the way.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

We only kill if necessary.

CAPTAIN

Do you want this to fail? We do

what is necessary.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

We don’t want to draw unnecessary

attention. We only shoot if there

is trouble. Give me the pistol.

CAPTAIN reluctantly hands over the pistol. The BLACKSMITH

comes outside the forge. The three run towards him. He

struggles and one of the REVOLUTIONARIES knocks him out with

the handle of the dagger. He falls to the ground and the

REVOLUTIONARIES continue towards the living quarters.
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CAPTAIN follows, stops by the BLACKSMITH and stabs him in

the chest.

43 INT. BLACKSMITH HOUSE- DAY 43

There is nobody in the house, not even the BLACKSMITH’s

family. The three toss around the furniture looking for a

secret hiding place.

CAPTAIN

Nothing! Where are they?

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Keep looking, you, go look in the

forge, I will go outside

CAPTAIN

I am staying here and going through

again

44 EXT. BLACKSMITH FORGE - END OF DAY 44

REVOLUTIONARY 1 finds the BLACKSMITH laying motionless in a

pool of blood. CAPTAIN comes out. Furious, REVOLUTIONARY1

punches him and knocks him to the ground.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Stupid fool, he was already passed

out, why did you have to kill him?

REVOLUTIONARY 2 arrives. They look around and people are

starting to gather. All three run away.

45 EXT. NARROW PORTAGE IN WOODS - DAY 45

DELACROIX, LOUISETTE and Prince are also on the run. They

carry only a few necessities as they escape rapidly and head

east through a portage route that will take them far from

Québec. The trip by foot is very treacherous and DELACROIX

quickly realizes that it leaves them vulnerable and greatly

slows down their progress.

He decides when the opportunity arrives, he will try to hire

a carriage to get to the small village as intended.
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46 EXT. SMALL HAMLET - DAY 46

Their first opportunity is around the corner; a small hamlet

inhabited by homesteaders. DELACROIX sees people outside

working the fields.

DENYS DELACROIX

(in French) Hello, pardon me to

interupt you.

PEASANT

Sorry, we do not speak French here.

What is your business?

DELACROIX quickly realizes that he is in an area populated

by British subjects and that the likelihood of finding

supporters of the French monarchy is low. He also suspects

that the disclosure of his final destination may raise

suspicion.

DENYS DELACROIX

I’m sorry I did not know. Our house

burnt in Québec and we wanted to

relocate and start a homestead.

PEASANT

Land is all taken here but if you

keep going east past the land

divide, land is still being

granted.

DELACROIX is trying to obtain information without making his

intentions too obvious.

DENYS DELACROIX

Oh, you mean towards Grande Baie?

PEASANT

No, before that, Grand Baie is

about 5-6 days away by horse. I

mean the next hamlet over, the name

keeps changing. It was called

Seigneurie du Grand Lac but is is

now called Fort York.

DENYS DELACROIX

OK, a British out post then?

PEASANT

Yes, mostly to prevent insurgences

by the Americans you know. Because

you French people pleaded

allegiance to the King, you should

be tolerated.

(CONTINUED)
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DELACROIX now has enough information on where to find a mode

of transportation but also knows of the unstable political

climate, he must still be cautious.

DENYS DELACROIX

OK sir, I appreciate your time and

looks like I will try to settle at

the Fort.

The PEASANT knows that a young family does not start a

homestead without tools and supplies.

PEASANT

May god bless you. We cannot be of

help here, we are barely managing

ourselves.

DENYS DELACROIX

I understand, we will try to find

work there. Thank you again.

The three continue their walk in the direction of Fort York

along the rudimentary carriage road.

47 INT. INN - NIGHT - LIT BY LANTERN 47

The REVOLUTIONARIES and CAPTAIN have assembled enough

information to resume their plan. REVOLUTIONARY 1 is writing

a letter.

CAPTAIN

At the crack of dawn, we get some

horses and head out right away.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

You are only coming with us because

of your knowledge of the territory.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Yes and it is not very good.

CAPTAIN

This is disputed territory and you

French rebels would just draw

attention to yourselves and get

caught by the British.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Maybe not, we are anti French

monachy and therefore allies of the

British.

(CONTINUED)
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CAPTAIN

Go ahead, take the risk.

They all stand up and leave the room.

FADE OUT

48 EXT. FORT YORK - DAY 48

The three have arrived at the Fort. DELACROIX is surprised

at the activity in the area. There is military presence but

it does not seem to affect the general climate in the

community. Outside the fort, residents are busy at the

normal daily chores. They go towards a farm house. A man if

doing repairs to a small wagon.

DENYS DELACROIX

Hello, I am looking to travel

to Grande Baie by carriage. Do you

know of anybody who could take us?

FARMER

(strong French accent)Well, there

is a stage that makes a trip once a

week. It usually takes the mail,

goods and some passengers. You just

register at the garrison office.

DELACROIX wants to avoid leaving a paper trail and most of

all, being questioned by the British military.

DENYS DELACROIX

(in French) OK, that is an option.

But, does anyone go there just to

deliver materials or to bring some

back?

The FARMER changes attitude when he knows DELACROIX is

French and the tone becomes friendlier.

FARMER

(in French)Yes there are people

making the trip on occasion. You

visiting someone there? You don’t

carry much.

DENYS DELACROIX

(in French) It is a long story but

we would stay there a while. There

is someone we know who was

expecting us in a few weeks but we

are early.

(CONTINUED)
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FARMER

(in French) I deliver some goods

there. I need to understand your

story first. Come into the house

and let’s talk, but let’s speak in

English from now on, just in case.

49 EXT. FARM HOUSE FORT YORK NEXT MORNING 49

DELACROIX, LOUISETTE and the PRINCE are loading up on a

horse driven cart. The FARMER decided to take the family

Grande Baie after all after being reassured they were to be

trusted and in need. The FARMER is delivering some supplies

to his sister, a young widow.

FARMER

It is not comfortable like a

carriage for sure but we will get

there. A bumpy ride, that is all.

All set?

DENYS DELACROIX

Yes, let’s go!

They depart Fort York following a rough portage route in a

farm wagon drawn by a single horse. It is early and there

are no witnesses.

50 EXT. PORTAGE ROUTE - DAY 50

It has been a tiring few days on a miserable and desolate

portage route. Aside a few Micmac Indian hunting camps,

there have been no sights of other people despite evidence

on the trail that it is used regularly.

PRINCE LOUIS XVII

The flies are bad, I am all

chewed-up!

LOUISETTE

They have been bothering me too but

just ignore them. When do we stop

to eat?

FARMER

In about an hour, we just need to

get out of this woody knoll first.

Then the flies will not be so bad.

(CONTINUED)
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LOUISETTE

Why do you always make us eat so

much vegetables?

FARMER

It is so that you stay healthy.

Have you ever heard of scurvy?

LOUISETTE

No!

FARMER

It is a bad disease and you will

not get it if you eat your

vegetables.

They continue along the portage route.

51 EXT. FORT YORK - DAY 51

The REVOLUTIONARIES and CAPTAIN arrive at Fort York. They

were informed back in Quebec that the trio of escapees were

heading that way. After asking around, they do not get a

clear picture of where they went. It is certain however that

they are not at the fort.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

So I say they are headed south

towards the border.

CAPTAIN

No way they would go there in

British territory and near the

American border.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Well it does not make sense to go

east, it goes nowhere.

CAPTAIN

There is a village near the shore

that is still inhabited by the

French. We see it from the boat

once in a while.

REVOLUTIONARY 1

Well they would have taken the boat

there instead of Quebec.

(CONTINUED)
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CAPTAIN

That was never the plan.

REVOLUTIONARY 2

I say go south too.

The CAPTAIN just shrugs his shoulders. He is mad but goes

along. They get supplies and head south on their horses.

52 EXT. GRANDE BAIE - EVENING 52

The family arrives in the small village. The FARMER

introduces DELACROIX and the children to his sister who

became a widow in the past year. She lives in a small house

attached to a barn and has a young child in her care. The

FARMER and his sister Amelie have a private discussion and

then come back.

FARMER

I talked to AMELIE and she could

provide shelter temporarily in the

barn until you decide where you

want to settle. It is early summer

and you still have some time to

build a shelter if you act quickly.

DENYS DELACROIX

That is much appreciated AMELIE. We

will not be a bother.

AMELIE

Just for a short time, I cannot

look after all of you.

DENYS DELACROIX

I agree, we will be out of your way

soon.

53 INT. BARN - NIGHT LIT BY LANTERN 53

DELACROIX and the children are going to sleep in a pile of

straw. He reaches in his pocket and gets the ring. He gives

it back to the PRINCE.

DENYS DELACROIX

Here, you can have it back. I think

it is safe now.

(CONTINUED)
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PRINCE LOUIS XVII

Safe from what?

DENYS DELACROIX

Just safe

The PRINCE puts his ring back on, looks at it and grins.

FADE OUT

54 INT. FRANCE STUDY IN PALACE - DAY 54

The new leaders are gathered around a desk and reading the

letter sent by the REVOLUTIONARIES from Quebec.

LEADER 1

(in French) He escaped, they do not

have him,

LEADER 2

(in French) It is irrelevant now at

this point. We must make sure he

does not come back.

LEADER 1

(in French) I will inform them that

he is to be terminated.

FADE TO BLACK

END OF ACT THREE

END OF EPISODE ONE


