
 

 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 

POLICY BOARD AGENDA 
THURSDAY, January 24, 2019, 1:30PM  

Holliday Building, 620 SE Madison 
1st floor, Holliday Conference Room 

METROPOLITAN TOPEKA  
PLANNING ORGANIZATION

POLICY BOARD 

 
 

Call to Order/Opening Business  

 Roll Call

 Approval of Minutes for November 29, 2018

 Public Comment

 Election of Officers (2019 Chair & Vice‐Chair)

Action Items 

 2019‐2022 TIP Amendment #1 (Attached)

  Amendment #1 Projects: 

• X‐3066‐01: Rail/Highway Crossing Signal, Union Pacific RR Crossing #605296A (KDOT)

• KA‐5047‐01: Amended current Highway resurfacing project (US‐40 Hwy) due to increase in costs

(KDOT)

     Items have been out for public review, no comments were received.  

  Requesting approval to be submitted to KDOT for OneDot approval 

 Final Topeka‐Shawnee County Complete Streets Design Guidelines (Ricketts)

  Document can be viewed at  https://www.topeka.org/planning/MTPO/TSC-CompleteStreets/ 
     Requesting approval for final adoption 

Presentations   

 None

Discussion/Non‐Action Items 

 Transportation Alternative Grants

 Traffic Safety Study

 TMTA Long Range Transit Plan

Other Items/New Business 

Adjournment 



CITY OF TOPEKA

METROPOLITAN TOPEKA PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
POLICY BOARD 

 
 

M I N U T E S 
November 29, 2018 

 

 
 

DRAFT 

Voting Members present: Brian Armstrong, Jim Ogle, Mike Spadafore (for Cory Davis), Aaron Mays 

(Chair), Karen Hiller (5) 

Voting Members absent: Brendan Jensen, Shelly Buhler (2) 

City Staff present: Bill Fiander, Planning Director; Carlton Scroggins, Planner III; Taylor Ricketts, 

Planner I; Kris Wagers, Administrative Officer 

 

Opening Business 

Welcome – Mr. Mays called the meeting to order with 4 present for a quorum. Ms. Hiller arrived after all action 

items had been voted on. 

Approval of minutes for September 27, 2018 - Motion by Mr. Ogle; second by Mr. Armstrong. APPROVED 

(4-0-0) 

Public Comment - None 

Action Items 

2019-2022 TIP 
Mr. Scroggins reviewed the document draft, again reminding all that though MPOs are only required to update 

the document every 4 years, MTPO has traditionally updated it every 2 years. This keeps the document 

“cleaner” with fewer amendments. It also helps to keep the projects up to date, specifically by removing 

projects which are completed/closed. The previous (currently in force) TIP is 2017-2020. 

Mr. Scroggins reported that the TIP draft has been out for public comment and received none. He reminded 

all that currently set performance measures have been included to this new TIP and once set, new measures 

will be included as amendments.  

Mr. Fiander asked if the 2019-2022 TIP includes any new projects. Mr. Scroggins stated that none have been 

added since the draft was reviewed at the previous meeting. Pages 19-20 of 2019-2022 TIP document 

include project listings as well as significant delay projects (i.e. Polk/Quincy and K-4). 

Motion by Mr. Ogle to approve the 2019-2022 TIP; second by Mr. Spadafore. APPROVAL (4-0-0) 

2019 UPWP  

Ms. Taylor noted that the draft has been out for public comment and received none. Nothing has been added 

and no significant changes have been made since it was last approved by the Policy Board. 

New projects in the 2019 UPWP include updating the Bikeways Master Plan, Phase 2 of the Long Range 

Transit Plan (TMTA), and the maintenance/relocation facility study for TMTA. 

Motion by Mr. Spadafore to approve the 2019-2022 TIP; second by Mr. Ogle. APPROVAL (4-0-0) 

2018 UPWP Amendment #3, which includes $125,000 in CPG funds to allow for Phase 2 of the Long Range 

Transit Plan to be distributed in 2018.  
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Mr. Scroggins explained that this amendment simply allows funds from the competitive grant allocation for 

Phase 2 of the Long Range Transit Plan to be released to TMTA prior to the approval of the 2019 UPWP. 

Motion by Mr. Armstrong to approve the 2019-2022 TIP; second by Mr. Ogle. APPROVAL (4-0-0) 

Presentations 

Complete Streets Guidelines Manual 2019-2022 

Mr. Fiander explained that this is an internal / administrative document that is shared/accepted by both the 

City of Topeka and Shawnee County. It can be updated as needed. 

Ms. Hiller arrived at 1:47PM 

Ms. Ricketts reviewed the document chapter by chapter and took questions as they arose.  

The presentation concluded with Ms. Ricketts reviewing Chapter 7 – Next Steps & Implementation. Mr. Peek 

noted that part of the scope of current RFPs will include working with Planning to identify what typologies will 

be used, etc. Mr. Fiander explained that the intent is to provide consultants with the Complete Streets 

Guidelines Manual when a project goes out for bid, asking them to provide bids based on or inclusive of the 

elements in these guidelines. 

There was discussion about funding for the document and implications. Ms. Hiller noted the importance of the 

guidelines being reviewed as early in the planning process as possible to assure adequate budgeting & 

funding. 

Ms. Hiller had questions about “street trees” (pp. 36-38). Staff will review. 

Discussion Non-Action Items 

State Transportation Task Force meetings update 

Mr. Spadafore asked to defer the item to a future meeting as the task force meetings are still being held. 

There will likely be a task force report filed in January and action when the legislature meets in March. 

Long Range Transit Plan 

Ms. Duffy reported that surveying is complete and data from those surveys revealed two top priorities: (1) Add 

more routes.  Mr. Ogle noted that the footprint of the current routes vary only slightly from 1986. (2) Service 

on Sundays.  

This information has been presented to the Long Range Transit Plan steering committee. An increase in 

funding is important to make these updates/improvements. If funding is not increased, service will need to be 

cut. 

Ms. Duffy spoke about other modes of transportation and funding sources and noted that the goal of the Long 

Range Transit Plan is to find a way for various transportation options to complement one another rather than 

overlap or overlook service needs. She added that TMTA’s goal is to be 100% ADA accessible by the end of 

2020. 

Traffic Safety Study 

Mr. Fiander reported that the consultant is doing analysis on counter measures. There will be another public 

outreach schedule at which a draft will be presented. This public outreach will likely take place in January. 

Mr. Spadafore left at 2:55PM 
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Bird Scooters 

Mr. Fiander reported that bird scooters here and will soon be deployed in Topeka. The City is attempting to 

work with Bird to be proactive in determining how they’re operated and also working to create a city ordinance 

legalizing use of these vehicles prior to their being deployed. 

Ms. Ricketts provided some information about how the scooters will operate, cost, helmets, saturation, etc. 

She noted that $1 per scooter per day will be returned to the City, possibly to help pay for infrastructure 

upkeep, though the funds can be used for anything the City sees fit to spend them on. 

Ms. Rickets reviewed potential positives of the scooters, including a new mid to short range transportation 

option, increased active transportation infrastructure usage, and increased range of access. 

Concerns include injuries (liability lies almost completely with the user, not with Bird), the scooters use 

dockless parking so they can be left in the middle of a sidewalk, etc., and lack of local management. Also the 

fact that currently, users are limited to those with access to smartphones and credit cards. 

Additional information: Ms. Ricketts noted that the city would be able to request additional scooters for events 

(i.e. Cyclovia). Local people will be paid to pick up the scooters, charge them overnight, and place them in the 

community each morning. The scooters are shut down at 9PM each night and they include “geo-fencing” so 

they can be kept out of certain areas if need be. Top speed for the scooters is 15 mph. 

Data will be provided by Bird to the city regarding usage and where the scooters are going.  

  

Adjourn at 3:06PM 
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EXPENSE SUMMARY 

FY PHASE Federal 
(HSIP) State Local TOTAL COST 

2019 CE $1,000    
2019 CONST $380,000    
      
TOTAL  $381,000   $381,000 

 

PROJECT SUMMARY AND JUSTIFICATION:  

Project location:  Rail-Highway Signals Flashing Light Straight Post Type w/Gates. Union Pacific RR crossing 
# 605296A  

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION & COMMENTS: 

 
 

TAC RECOMMENDATION & COMMENTS: 

TAC Review Data:  

TAC Comments:  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

Out for Comment:  
Legal Advertising:  
Comments Received:  

 

TIP Amendment #  
 TIP #: 1-19-08-1 KDOT#: X-3066-01 

Project Type: Roadways 

Requested by: KDOT 

Project: Railroad Crossing Signal Project 

Fiscal Year(s): 2019 

Total Project Cost: $381,000 

PROJECT  
TYPES: 
Transportation Alternative 
Roadways & Bridges 
Transit/Paratransit 

http://www.topekamtpo.org/
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