
 
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 

    
         

 

TAC AGENDA 
April 11, 2019, 2:00PM   

Holliday Building, 620 SE Madison 
1st floor, Holliday Conference Room 

 
METROPOLITAN  
TOPEKA PLANNING  
ORGANIZATION 

TECHNICAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  

 

Call to Order/Opening Business  
• Roll Call 
• Approval of Minutes for February 14, 2019 
• Public Comment 

 
Action Items  

• 2019-2022 TIP Amendment #3 (Attached) Carlton 
1. KA-5164-01 Bridge #014 @ I-70 Cost Increase 
2. TE-0465-01 Bikeways Phase III Cost Increase 

 
Requesting approval to post for 14-day public review and comment 

 
Presentations   

• None 
 

Discussion/Non-Action Items  
• 2019-2022 TIP Administrative Revisions: 

 

o TE-0464-01, Deer Creek Trail Extension: Increase in Federal contribution (TA grant) and reduction 
in costs less than 25% (Attached)  

o Topeka Metro: Increase in FTA operating funds for each program year (Attached) 
o TA-U2338-01, Safe-Routes-to-School, Quincy Elementary Area (TA grant): Decrease in project 

funding 13% (Attached) 
 

• 2019 UPWP Administrative Amendment: Reallocation of staff hours within project categories and 
addition of public meeting costs for Transportation Safety Plan less than 25% of original budget 
 

 
Quick Updates 

• Bikeway Master Plan Update 
• Transportation Safety Plan  

 
Other Items/New Business  

 
 

Adjournment 
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Voting Members present: Cory Davis for Mike Spadafore, Curt Niehaus, Susan Duffy, Bill Fiander, Jason 
Peek, Carlton Scroggins (6) 

Voting Members Absent: Anna Ortega (SNCO Planning) (1) 

City of Topeka Staff 
Present: 

Taylor Ricketts & Kris Wagers, Topeka Planning & Development; Kristi 
Erickson, Traffic Engineer 

 

Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chair Carlton Scroggins with 5 members present for a quorum. 2019 
Chair Curt Niehaus arrived faollowing the first vote. 

Approval of minutes for January 10, 2019 

Motion by Mr. Fiander to approve; second by Ms. Duffy. APPROVED (5-0-0) 

Public Comment – none 

Action Items 

2019-2022 TIP Amendment #2 

Mr. Scroggins informed the committee that the 2019-2022 TIP has been approved. It had been held up due to 
the temporary shutdown of the federal government. 

Project #1: Mr. Scroggins explained that there was a cost increase and change of scope. Mr. Davis confirmed 
that the original cost was simply an estimate, whereas the current cost listed is a “real” cost. Anything more than 
a 10% cost adjustment requires a TIP amendment.  If the TIP amendment is approved, the project is expected 
to be let in March of 2019.  

Project #2 has to do with the Transportation Alternatives (TA) grant awarded to TMTA. Ms. Duffy explained that 
TMTA estimates these funds will allow for construction of at least 20 stations, each allowing for 8-12 bikes. If 
matching funds can be located, they will construct additional stations. These are 2020 funds so construction will 
begin in 2020. Specific locations have not yet been chosen, but the focus will be on bikeways, community 
centers, and business locations. 

Project #3 has to do with the TA grant awarded to the City of Topeka for Bikeways Master Plan Phase III 
implementation, especially the 8th Street project from Topeka Blvd. to Horne. There was a construction cost 
increase which took the total from about $1.3M to $1.966M. Linda Voss, COT engineer, inquired as to where 
the numbers came from and discussion followed. It was agreed that the project needs to be in the TIP 
amendment in order to move forward on schedule and Mr. Scroggins stated he would confirm or change the 
numbers prior to the MTPO Policy Board meeting. 

Mr. Niehaus arrived at 2:17PM during discussion of project #3. 
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Project #4 was reviewed by Mr. Davis. He explained that the cost increase was due to inflation and now having 
a more detailed cost estimate. There was discussion with Mr. Peek regarding how far the work would extend 
into access roads, and Ms. Erickson (COT Traffic Engineer) was assured by Mr. Davis that COT engineering 
would have an opportunity to review the project plans. 

Project #5 has to do with the TA grant awarded to Shawnee County. There was a delay in plan production and 
a cost increase. Mr. Niehaus expects the project to be let in September 2019.  

Motion by Mr. Peek to approve the TIP Amendment #2 to go out for public comment; second by Mr. Fiander. 
APPROVED (6-0-0) 

Mr. Niehaus assumed his role as Chair. 

Discussion/Non-Action Items 

Review Draft FRP for Bikeways Master Plan Update 

Mr. Scroggins explained that one of the projects in the 2019 UPWP is an update to the original Bikeways 
Master Plan adopted in 2012. Included in the agenda packet is a draft RFP for review. 

City staff wonders whether it would be better to exclude reference to the $50k UPWP budget amount in the RFP 
because they think it might limit the number of consultants who bid on the project. They propose leaving the 
number out of the RFP to receive initial bids. Mr. Scroggins expressed concern that the ceiling may be low 
enough that some might not bid, and he also suggested that additional funds may be available in the 2019 
UPWP so more funding could be available for the project. The difference here comes from projected vs. actual 
funding available for the UPWP budget as a whole. 

As part of the discussion, Mr. Davis encouraged staff to inquire of Policy Board as to what they might want to do 
with any additional funds that may be available in 2019. TAC members were queried and had no new or other 
projects to suggest during the meeting, but will email staff if something comes up. 

It was agreed that the RFP should go out without a budget limit included on the document. If consultants 
researched, they would find the UPWP has $50k listed as the budget for the project. If bids come back that are 
higher than $50k, the possibility of asking Policy Board to increase the budget is a possibility. 

Mr. Fiander noted that he has spoken with John Knight about trails, and updating or increasing the scope of the 
plan might be a possibility. 

Future Sidewalk Projects 

Mr. Fiander explained that CIP funds have been and are being spent to build or improve sidewalks. A couple 
neighborhoods have been completed – East Topeka North is almost complete, Central Park is being worked on 
this year. Elmhurst is coming up. Regarding corridors, SE 29th between Indiana & California is finished, 29th & 
Adams, east of Adams along the golf course (south side of 29th) had been put off to do more design but may be 
ready to work on soon. Topeka Blvd from 29th to 37th was part of a TA grant application that the city did not get 
funds for. Some phase of that will hopefully be possible using other funding sources. There are additional 
locations that are on a list of future infill projects; it’s uncertain when staff will have funding and a timeframe for 
those projects. 

Ms. Duffy spoke of issues of pedestrians getting to business front doors on Wanamaker due to lack of 
sidewalks, and Mr. Peek explained that those sidewalks leading into a business would need to be added by the 
property owners. Planning & Development staff work with property owners to encourage and plan for the 
building of sidewalks when properties are built or are being renovated. 

Traffic Safety Study 

Mr. Scroggins reported that the last stakeholder meeting was held in December. The draft is anticipated in April 
and a final draft for approval will likely be available at the May MTPO meetings. 
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Quick Updates 

E-Scooters 

Mr. Fiander reported that the city has now been contacted by 3 companies – Bird, Spin, and Razor. At the local 
level, we are working on a local ordinance to make the scooters street legal. Legislature is working on a bill to 
allow cities to make their own rules and legalize them on city streets. Any company that wants to bring scooters 
into the city would work on a 12-month pilot license. We can expect to see scooters in Topeka this spring. 

Other 

Ms. Duffy reported that TMTA will have an electric bike demonstration in March and an electric bus demo on 
2/19. 

Regarding the Long Range Transit Plan, Ms. Duffy reported that the final meeting of the steering committee is 
scheduled for 12/21.  

Following additional brief updates, the meeting adjourned at 3:16PM 
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