
THE TOPEKA LANDMARKS COMMISSION MEETING 
Holliday Office Building 

620 SE Madison Ave., Holliday Conference Room, 1st Floor 
A G E N D A  

Thursday, November 8, 2018 
5:30 PM 

 
I. Roll Call 

 

II. Approval of Minutes –October 11, 2018  Minutes 
 

III. CLGR18-24 by Mark & Meg Braun, requesting a State Preservation Law Review for the 
replacement of a rear room addition onto their property located at 117 SW Woodlawn 
Avenue. This property is listed as “contributing” to the historic integrity of the Potwin 
Place National Historic District.  
 

IV. Other Items 
1. Administrative Approvals 

• Repair fire damage at 1200 SW Taylor Street 
 

V. Adjournment 
 

 
 

ADA Notice:  For special accommodations for this event, please contact the Planning 
Department at 785-368-3728 at least three working days in advance. 
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Roll Call 
Members Present: Cheyenne Anderson, Mark Burenheide, Jeff Carson, David Heit, Paul Post, Grant 
Sourk, Christine Steinkuehler, Cassandra Taylor (8) 
Members Absent: Donna Rae Pearson (1) 
Staff Present: Tim Paris, Dan Warner, Kris Wagers 
 
Chairperson Grant Sourk called the meeting of the Topeka Landmarks Commission to order with seven 
members present for a quorum. Ms. Steinkuehler arrived after the first vote. 
 

Approval of Minutes – September 10, 2018 
Motion by Ms. Anderson to approve; second by Mr. Carson.  APPROVAL  (6-0-1 with Mr. Post. 
Abstaining)   
Ms. Steinkuehler arrived at 5:34PM 
 

CLGR18-16 by Jim Klausman, requesting a State Preservation Law Review for alterations to the façade of 
property located at 822-824 S. Kansas Avenue. This property is listed as “contributing” to the historic 
integrity of the South Kansas Avenue Commercial Historic District.  
Mr. Paris presented the staff report and staff recommendation. After discussion as to whether this 
evening’s review included only the first floor or the entire façade, it was confirmed that the current review 
does include the total façade. Mike Hampton of SDG was in attendance and verified this as being their 
intent. 
Mr. Hampton verified that the 2nd floor windows appear to be in good shape and their intent is to keep 
them, installing storm windows. If this changes, they would return to the Commission for approval for 
window replacements. Mr. Paris stated that he has looked at the windows and believes they are in good 
enough shape to be restored and reused. 
Materials for lower doors and windows was discussed and Mr. Carson noted that the windows wouldn’t 
match if there is aluminum on the 1st floor and wood on the 2nd windows. It was agreed that the wood 
windows could be painted to match the 1st floor windows. 
Ms. Taylor noted that cleaning the existing stone should be done carefully by qualified people. 
Regarding first floor materials, Mr. Heit asked if the applicant would consider keeping historic materials if, 
when the current metal siding is removed, they are found to remain. Mr. Paris suggested the DRC be 
allowed to approve changes to the materials used and also the height of the 1st floor windows should that 
change. 
Following additional discussion about the potential finding of historic materials and their retention, there 
was a Motion by Ms. Taylor / Second by Mr. Heit: Topeka Landmarks Commission finding is that the 
proposed storefront will not damage or destroy the historic character or the historic integrity of the 
structure. Upon demolition, if original materials are found to be present and worth keeping, those items 
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should be considered for use within the final product, pending secondary review by either the DRC or the 
Landmarks Commission. Regarding 2nd floor windows: these have been deemed to be operable and 
functional, or easily restored, and should be retained. APPROVAL (7-0-1 with Mr. Sourk abstaining). 
 

CLGR18/21 by Reliant Apparel, requesting State Preservation Law review for the placement of a new 
projecting sign above the 1st level storefront on property located at 631 S Kansas Avenue. 
Mr. Paris presented the staff report and staff recommendations for a finding that the placement of the sign 
as proposed will not damage or destroy the historic character or the historic integrity of the property or the 
surrounding historic district. 
Mr. Sourk asked the height of the sign – 45” 
Mr. Paris noted that the sign is consistent with D1 District sign standards. 
Motion to concur with the staff recommendation was made by Mr. Post, seconded by Ms. Anderson. 
APPROVAL (8-0-0) 
 

CLGR18-20 by TKG, LLC and JT&DV Investments, requesting a State Historic Preservation Law review 
for the zoning reclassification of property located at 125 and 121 N. Kansas Avenue from I-2 Heavy 
Industrial District TO D-3 Downtown District.  This property is listed as a “contributor” to the historic 
integrity of the Mill Block Industrial Historic District.  

 
Mr. Paris presented the staff report and staff recommendation for a finding that the proposed 
reclassification from I-2 Heavy Industrial zoning district to D-3 Downtown District will not damage or 
destroy the historic integrity of the property located at 101 N. Kansas, nor the surrounding Mill Block 
Historic District. 
Following discussion about what the buildings are currently used for, Mr. Paris pointed out that the 
Standards for Rehabilitation do allow for repurposing and alterations to accommodate new uses. Mr. Paris 
stated he believes the reclassification preserves the historic integrity more than other actions that could be 
taken. 
Following discussion, Motion to concur with the staff recommendation was made by Mr. Carson, 
seconded by Mr. Burenheide. APPROVAL (7-0-1 with Mr. Heit abstaining). 
 

Discussion Item – nomination of the St. Joseph’s Elementary School to Register of Historic Places 
National Registry of Historic Places 
Mr. Sourk introduced the item and explained that commissioners could give comments and/or 
recommendations for changes. The project applicant was Commissioner Mark Burenheide, who was 
present and provided information about the application, the history of the building, and anticipated use. Mr. 
Paris added that this is the site for our first ever Historic Window Restoration Workshop scheduled for 
November 8, 9, 10. Mr. Carson stated he believes the Commission should recognize Mr. Burenheide for 
his willingness to take this project on and Mr. Sourk concurred that he has the support of the Commission. 
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Other Items 
Mr. Paris briefly reviewed the sign he reviewed and approved administratively. 
Mr. Paris gave an update on the Historic Window Restoration workshop, noting that registration is on-
going with a cost of $100 per student. The workshop will be limited to 18 people. 

 
Adjournment at 6:25PM 
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