
 
 
 

 
“The improved housing stock within the Central Park neighborhood attracts a diverse 
population, from young families, to retirees.  Historical properties are well-preserved and 
appreciated for the benefit of future generations.  Neighbors get to know each other and 
help each other through community-based volunteer support.  The park, alleys and streets 
are well-lit at night and are inviting for residents who wish to take evening strolls.  The park 
and its pond serve as a community gathering spot for the young and old, particularly due 
to the available fishing, inviting play equipment, sports fields, and the artistically 
landscaped gardens.  The community center provides a retreat for summer activities, after 
school programs, community socials, and classes for residents of all ages.  Homeowners, 
landlords and renters in the neighborhood take pride in their properties and compete for 
community sponsored beautification awards.  Central Park - a diverse neighborhood with 
historic, small town flair.”   

 
 

 
 

 
Land Use  
Goal                  

Maintain the viable single-family character of the neighborhood; locate higher density 
residential uses in appropriate locations; ensure commercial development/redevelopment 
respects adjacent residential areas  
 Achieve a more balanced residential density and character that is compatible with 

the single-family interior of the neighborhood; 
 Support single-family/low intensity uses adjacent to Central Park & Robinson Middle 

School to avoid pedestrian/circulation conflicts and to promote long-term stability; 
 Establish an improved residential image along Huntoon Street that compliments new 

residential uses in the Tennessee Town neighborhood; commercial intensity along 
Huntoon Street should be reduced over time; 

 Support residential redevelopment along Polk & Tyler Streets within the context of 
a cohesive and orderly plan for the blocks; 

 Keep an office presence viable for the KBI building and allow for its expansion in 
the 1600 block of Tyler Street; 

 Topeka Boulevard is a primary “image” corridor for the City and should be largely 
dedicated for professional institutional, governmental, and office uses, with design 
guidelines to encourage re-use of residential dwellings and traditional building 
typologies that avoids “strip” characteristics; 

 Any commercial redevelopment or expansion should be implemented as part of a 
cohesive plan for the area while achieving a neighborhood-scale and pedestrian-
friendly environment that is appropriately buffered from adjacent residential 
districts; 

 Commercial land uses should be concentrated in nodes at arterial/collector 
intersections. 

 
 

A. VISION STATEMENT 

B. GOALS & GUIDING PRINCIPLES 



Housing  
Goal 

Increase the quality of housing stock and sStrive to achieve a neighborhood of no 
abandoned homes and no vacant lots.; 

 Invest in the neighborhood to ultimately make it attractive to market-rate 
homeowners; 

 Improve existing housing stock through private and public investment; 
 Increase overall homeownership levels by placing high priority on assisting blocks to 

achieve greater than 50% owner-occupancy; 
 Rehabilitation of existing housing stock should be prioritized for single-family owner-

occupied dwellings; 
 Demolition of structures should only be supported where they have become a 

blighting influence, they lack viability of long-term success, they are part of a 
targeted infill or rehabilitation strategy on a particular block and they are 
impediments to achieving other goals of the plan; 

 Ensure that new infill housing and rehabilitation of existing housing compliments the 
traditional design of the neighborhood; 

 Subsidized rental units should not be further intensified within the neighborhood; 
 Support affordable housing that is an asset, not a liability, to the goals of the plan.; 
 Identify, preserve and restore historic structures.  
 
 

Public Facilities & Infrastructure 
Goal 

Provide infrastructure improvements that continue to demonstrate vitality and commitment 
to continued improvements in the quality of life of the neighborhood’s residents. 
 Restore the original character of the park as much as possible with landscaped 

amenities such as gardens and walking trails; 
 The Central Park athletic fields should be adequate for a first class sports program 

and should be accessible for neighborhood use as well; 
 Upgrade and maintain infrastructure (alleys, sidewalks, curbs, etc.) to present 

standards; brick sidewalks and streets that are in good condition should be 
preserved, otherwise they should be replaced with updated or imitation materials; 
preserve stone curbs to the greatest extent practical;. 

 Efforts should be made to make the neighborhood more ADA accessible for 
individuals with physical impairments; 

 Promote the authentic history of the Central Park neighborhood. 
 

Traffic Circulation / Pedestrian Safety Goals 
Goal 

Develop common sense traffic solutions and promote pedestrian safety throughout the 
neighborhood. 
 Support traffic improvement or calming projects that will improve safety of 

pedestrians and school children at crossings and bus stops; 
 Efforts should be made to make the neighborhood more ADA accessible for 

individuals with physical impairments; 
 Two-way traffic circulation for Polk and Tyler Streets is preferred in order to be 

more compatible with the neighborhood’s single-family character; 
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 Street lighting should be enhanced for the safety of vehicle drivers, pedestrians, and 
property owners.  
  

Neighborhood Character 
Goal 

Create a positive image that will stimulate investment and continue to foster a tight knit 
community that encourages social connectivity. 
 Ensure that new infill housing and rehabilitation of existing housing compliments the 

traditional design of the neighborhood; 
 Promote the authentic history of the Central Park neighborhood; 
 Identify, preserve and restore historic structures; 
 Welcome and support a diversity of people; 
 Establish a sense of pride and ownership with the neighborhood; 
  

 


