
Parks & Open Space  
 

As mentioned previously, the original pastoral character of “Central Park” has been 
drastically altered over the past century due to the 1966 tornado and the 
development of the Community Center and outdoor track and field.  While these 
facilities are valuable assets to Robinson Middle School and the Central Park 
neighborhood, the park itself is still relatively underutilized.  This is partly due to the 
deteriorated housing stock around the park, the general perception of the area as 
being unsafe, as well as the unattractive chain-link fencing around the football field 
and track.  
 
The user-friendliness of the park is a direct reflection of the image of the 
neighborhood and school.  Through an on-going collaborative effort between user 
groups (neighborhood, school, and city), the potential of the park area can be 
maximized.  Special attention should focus on improvements that enhance 
functionality through attractive, inviting, and safe designs with the goal of creating 
a facility for a first class sports program.  Several key steps that should be taken to 
help the park achieve all its potential include: 
 
 It is recommended that beyond the Community Center and outdoor athletic field, 

the park be returned as much as possible to its original state by constructing 
more walking trails, gardens, and other landscaped amenities (e.g., ponds) that 
will beautify the area and make it as attractive as Gage Park is today.  Any 
landscaping improvements should meet standards for Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED). 

 
 The chain-link fence around the track and football field should be replaced with 

a decorative black wrought-iron style fence in order to improve the appearance 
of the outdoor athletic field while still providing an adequate level of safety 
and security.  As an alternative, CPTED-approved landscaping around the field 
could be used to act as a barrier to prevent vehicles from driving onto the field, 
while providing a more natural appearance such as the Park had prior to 1966.    

 
 A new rubberized surface for the track should replace the dirt track around the 

football field.  A new track surface would bring more events to the 
neighborhood, raise healthier families, and help to develop more pride in the 
area as well.  A combination of City, USD 501 and other fundraising efforts 
could help finance the new track.  Maintenance of the track should be negotiated 
between USD 501 and the City’s Parks and Recreation Department.  

 
 A memorial could also be placed within “Central Park” that would observe the 

destruction caused by the 1966 tornado and re-live the early beginnings of the 
Park and the neighborhood.  A landmark such as this would make the area 
unique from other parts of the City and would help to bring a renewed sense of 
history to the neighborhood as well.  Funding for the memorial could be explored 
through the Kansas State Historical Society. 

 
 The eastern area of the park needs a sidewalk entrance near the intersection of 

Central Park Ave. of Douthitt Street. 



 

 
Example of wrought-iron fencing from the Hummer Sports Park that would be appropriate for the Central 
Park track and field.   

 


