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1). Mt 21:42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The 
stone which the builders rejected Has become the chief cornerstone. This 
was the LORD'S doing, And it is marvelous in our eyes’? ” 43 “Therefore I say 
to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a nation 
bearing the fruits of it. 
 
The Kingdom of the heavens, rulership from the heavens over the earth in 
the place of Satan and his angels, had been offered to the nation of Israel, 
conditioned upon national repentance, not once but twice through the re-
offer during the Acts period. But rather than repentance, it was violent 
rejection, that characterized the Jewish response to the offer. 
 a). Consequently, the Kingdom of the heavens, synonymous with the 
Kingdom of God, in Matthew 21, was to be taken from Israel and given to 
a nation bearing the fruits of it. But what nation would this be? It couldn’t 
be a Gentile nation as all Gentile nations are under the control of Satan and 
his angels and exist in the condition described in – Eph 2:12 that at that 
time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. 
 
And not only that, but God had specified from the foundation that the 
heavenly realm of the Kingdom, along with the earthly, could only be the 
province of Abraham and his seed – Ge 22:17 blessing I will bless you, and 
multiplying I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and 
as the sand which is on the seashore; and your descendants shall possess the 
gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 
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And then Abraham’s seed was only to be counted through Isaac – 
Ge 21:12………………..for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 
 
No Gentile nation could ever fit this criterion. 
 b). The Kingdom of the heavens had been taken from the nation of 
Israel, the physical seed of Abraham through Isaac and Jacob, and this 
realm of the Kingdom could be theirs no longer. And this realm of the 
Kingdom couldn’t be given to a Gentile nation for the reasons we have 
seen.  
 c). The solution was to bring into existence an entirely new nation, 
literally a new ethnic group, that had not existed before, which would be 
neither Jew nor Gentile and yet still be the seed of Abraham through Isaac 
and Jacob. And this is exactly what happened – Acts 2:1 When the Day of 
Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 2 And 
suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and 
it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
 
On the Day of Pentecost, fifty days after the Lord’s crucifixion, ten days 
after His ascension, one hundred and twenty Jews were gathered in the 
upper room of a house in Jerusalem waiting for the promise of the Father 
which Jesus had said He would send them. And as the whole house in 
which they waited was filled with the Spirit that day, so, the one hundred 
and twenty were immersed in the Spirit, and through this immersion they 
became new creations, neither Jew nor Gentile, but the one new man in 
Christ - Ga 3:26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male 
nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then 
you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
 
2 Co 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things 
have passed away; behold, all things have become new. [Lit. ‘he has become 
new’] 
 
And as we see from these verses, the key to understanding this new nation 
is found in the phrase ‘in Christ’. Jesus the Christ is of the physical seed of 
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Abraham through Isaac and Jacob, and He is specifically identified as ‘the 
seed’ of Abraham – Ga 3:16 Now to Abraham and his Seed were the 
promises made. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as of many, but as of one, 
“And to your Seed,” who is Christ. 
 
And the Christian’s positional standing ‘in Christ’ makes him Abraham’s 
seed and an heir according to the promise. And the promise is to be 
realized by faith – Ro 4:13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the 
world was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the 
righteousness of faith.  
 
Ga 3:7 Therefore know that only those who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 
 
And we can also see from the Scriptures, that the usual divisions that exist 
within all other ethnic groups do not exist in the group who are new 
creations. We know that there is neither Jew nor Greek but also, there is 
neither slave nor free and neither male nor female. Rather we are all one 
in Christ Jesus. 
 d). And as with our eternal salvation, becoming a new creation 
through being immersed in the Spirit, is a completed and finished work 
that can never change. 
 e). Those who are a new creation, the one new man in Christ, are by 
their positional standing in Christ, members of the only lineage to which 
the promises were given, promises that have to do with spiritual blessings. 
Then being ‘in Christ’ also brings regality into view. Through Jacob’s son, 
Judah, we come to the Christ, who is Himself David’s greater son, and it is 
within this lineage that all regal promises are to be found – Ge 49:10 The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from between his feet, 
Until Shiloh comes; 
 
2 Sa 7:12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will 
set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish 
his kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his Father, and he shall be My 
son………. 
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And putting these together, we see that both spiritual blessings and 
regality are found within the purview of the one new man ‘in Christ’, 
comprised of believing Jews and believing Gentiles which form the new 
nation, an entirely unique ethnic group, which is neither a Jewish nation 
nor a Gentile nation. 
 
2). And from the beginning of God’s revelation, a new and separate 
creation with respect to rulership of both realms of the Kingdom in the 
place of Satan and his angels, is always to be seen – Ge 1: 26 Then God said, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, 
over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 28 Then God blessed them, and God 
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 
 
Angels were created to rule, and Man was created as an entirely unique 
creation to rule in their place. To state the obvious, mankind and angels 
are different creations. The one, with respect to rulership, is to replace the 
other, as God had made clear through the instructions given in v28. 
 a). After Man’s fall, as God worked with one man, through Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, so another unique creation was brought into being 
separating those who are a part of this creation from the rest of the 
nations, making a division that to this point had not existed - Isa 43:1 But 
now, thus says the LORD, who created you, O Jacob, 
 
This was a unique creation within the original creation that was brought 
into being for one purpose – Ex 4:22 Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus 
says the LORD: “Israel is My son, My firstborn. 
 
That purpose was to rule as God’s adopted firstborn son, the wife of 
Jehovah. A purpose that was to be exercised with respect to a specific 
location – De 11:22 “For if you carefully keep all these commandments 
which I command you to do—to love the LORD your God, to walk in all His 
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ways, and to hold fast to Him— 23 then the LORD will drive out all these 
nations from before you, and you will dispossess greater and mightier 
nations than yourselves. 24 Every place on which the sole of your foot treads 
shall be yours: from the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the River 
Euphrates, even to the Western Sea, shall be your territory. 25 No man shall 
be able to stand against you; the LORD your God will put the dread of you 
and the fear of you upon all the land where you tread, just as He has said to 
you. 
 
And these verses take us back to, that which was said to Abraham – 
Ge 13:17 Arise, walk in the land through its length and its width, for I give it 
to you.” 
 
The earthly realm of the Kingdom has been covenanted to David and is the 
Jewish nation’s unconditional possession which cannot be taken from 
them. The heavenly realm of the Kingdom however, also covenanted to 
Abraham and his seed, was and is, conditional, ‘Repent for the Kingdom of 
the heavens is at hand’ was the original message. And as we have seen, this 
realm of the Kingdom, the Kingdom of the heavens was taken from Israel 
to be given to those who are a new creation in Christ, those who are the 
one new man ‘in Christ’. A uniquely created ethnic group, that had not 
existed before, to be the recipients of this Kingdom. 
 b). And a position of rulership within the heavenly Kingdom, 
remains conditional for the one new man, and may or may not be realized, 
and this was set in the type in Genesis Chapter 2 – Ge 2:21 And the LORD 
God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his 
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the LORD God 
had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 
 
From the Genesis account, it is clear that the Woman was taken from the 
Man’s body, being only a part of his body, and by a Divine work this part 
of Adam’s body was built into the bride for Adam. 
 c). Those who comprise the one new man ‘in Christ’ are also 
categorized as the body of Christ, the One who is the second man the last 
Adam – 1 Co 12:7 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 
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And because of what has been irrevocably set in the foundational type, 
those who will rule from the heavenly realm of the Kingdom with Christ 
as His Consort Queen, as adopted firstborn sons, will be taken from the 
body of Christ, having been the subject of a Divine work which 
corresponds to the work of days two through six in Genesis Chapter 1. Not 
every Christian who is a part of the body of Christ will be removed for 
rulership – Mt 25:10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and 
those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was 
shut.11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to 
us!’ 12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you 
 
Lk 17:34 I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one 
will be taken and the other will be left. 35 Two women will be grinding 
together: the one will be taken and the other left. 36 Two men will be in the 
field: the one will be taken and the other left.” 
 
 And this is further corroborated in foundation through Rebekah in 
Genesis Chapter 24, who is removed and separated from the rest of her 
family to become Isaac’s bride. And seen again in the Book of Ruth through 
the separation between Orpah and Ruth. 

d). The truth set out in God’s Word with respect to this cannot be 
questioned, it is only to be believed. But over the course of this 
dispensation a problem has arisen that will cause many to be on the wrong 
side of the separation when it is made. 
 
3). Mt 13:31 Another parable He put forth to them, saying: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field, 32 
which indeed is the least of all the seeds; but when it is grown it is greater 
than the herbs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest 
in its branches.” 
 
Trees are used in Scripture to symbolize a national power, something that 
can be seen in the oldest parable in the Bible, recorded in Judges Chapter 
9. The mustard seed that grew unnaturally into a tree pictures the 
development of those comprising the one new man in Christ, the ‘church’ 
into a national power, and the presence of ‘the birds of the air’ places this 
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national power within the boundary of, and complicit with, Satan’s 
kingdom. Something completely contrary to the purpose for creating the 
completely unique and separate ethnic group ‘in Christ’. 
 a). And from the days of the conversion of Constantine the Great, 
when ‘church’ and state became one, forming the Holy Roman Empire, 
through to today where the British monarch is still the head of the Church 
of England, and the Vatican has nation status, this condition continues. 
 b). All of course being the work of the tares sown among the wheat, 
the leaven placed into the three measures of meal at the beginning of this 
dispensation. 
 c). And throughout the world, there are assemblies containing new 
creations ‘in Christ’, who actively engage themselves with the affairs of the 
Gentiles nations in which they were born. And although we might not 
belong to an assembly that promotes this activity, it is the action of each 
of us individually which will determine where our allegiance lies. 
 d). And ‘herein lies the rub’, as Shakespeare would say, we are not 
Gentiles any longer, we have become new, a completely unique and 
separate ethnic group that exists in the world but is not of the world –  
Php 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so 
walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of whom I have told 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
cross of Christ: 19 whose end is destruction, whose god is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame—who set their mind on earthly things. 20 For 
our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ……… 
 
Our citizenship is in heaven, our ethnic homeland is the heavenly realm of 
the Kingdom. This land is your land, this land is my land, and we have no 
other. The place on which our feet rest today is not our home, rather we 
are to be looking for, and preparing for, our homecoming, when the shout 
will be heard, and trumpet of God will sound. Therefore, because of who 
we now are, and the purpose for which we have been created, we are 
admonished in the Scriptures – Ro 12:2 And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove 
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
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That we are new creations ‘in Christ’ is a Scriptural reality, but our mind 
which still has a connection with Satan’s kingdom, must be renewed so 
that the Scriptural reality becomes our everyday reality – Jn 17:15 I do not 
pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep 
them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me 
into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I 
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 20 “I do not 
pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me through their 
word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 
that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
 
Heb 12:1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares 
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking  
[from this world] unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…. 
 
Jas 4:4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with 
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 
 
James’ use of the words ‘adulterers and adulteresses’ are not arbitrary, 
and should draw our attention immediately to Israel’s harlotry, past and 
present. Christian engagement with the kingdom under Satan is no 
different to Israel’s assimilation into the pagan Gentile nations throughout 
her history, described as harlotry, for which she has been and will yet be 
severely punished. These are things that we are well aware of - 
 Ro 11:19 You will say then, “Branches were broken off that I might be 
grafted in.” 20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you 
stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21 For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22 Therefore consider the 
goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, 
goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. 
 
4). And hidden in the OT types we can find instruction to ensure our 
deliverance from the kingdom of Satan as we move inexorably toward our 
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homecoming - Ge 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your 
country, From your family And from your father's house, To a land that I will 
show you. 
 
The instruction for us here is clear, we are to leave everything connected 
to our first birth and allow the Lord, through the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
to take us to the land that He will show us – 1 Co 2:9 But as it is written: 
“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man 
The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.” 10 But God has 
revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 
the deep things of God. 11 For what man knows the things of a man except 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God 
except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, 
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been 
freely given to us by God. 
 
And although the second verse of Genesis Chapter 12 deals with Abraham, 
there is also a secondary application for us in it, as the seed of Abraham 
by faith, should we choose to do as God commanded Abraham in Genesis 
Chapter 12 v1 – Ge 12:2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And 
make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 
 
And while on the theme of leaving, we can return to – Ge 24:55 But her 
brother and her mother said, “Let the young woman stay with us a few days, 
at least ten; after that she may go.” 56 And he said to them, “Do not hinder 
me, since the LORD has prospered my way; send me away so that I may go 
to my master.” 57 So they said, “We will call the young woman and ask her 
personally.” 58 Then they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with 
this man?” And she said, “I will go.” 
 
Rebekah also left behind the land of her birth to become Isaac’s wife, and 
she also left behind members of her family who did not want her to go. 
And in this we can find instruction on two levels. Firstly, we must not allow 
other Christians, who have other agendas and a focus other than seeking 
first His Kingdom and His righteousness, to hold us back from our pursuit 
of the Kingdom. And secondly, we must not allow old religious thinking, 
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religious practices, and religious habits to get in our way. Hence the 
reason why our mind needs to be renewed so that we will align ourselves 
with the truth of Scripture and not the wisdom of men. 
 a). And as we will know, there is only one way that our mind can be 
renewed – Ru 1:15 And she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to 
her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16 But Ruth 
said: “Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you; 
For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your 
people shall be my people, And your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will 
die, And there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If 
anything but death parts you and me.” 
 
Ruth also left the land of her birth, her family and her father’s house, and 
Orpah to go with Naomi to Bethlehem. And it is through submitting herself 
entirely to that which Naomi instructed her to do that she came properly 
prepared to Boaz’s threshing floor – Ru 3:5 And she said to her, “All that 
you say to me I will do.” 
 
And in the Book of Ruth, we can find further instructional help with 
regards to the renewing of our minds and maintaining the correct focus –  
Ru 2:8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “You will listen, my daughter, will you not? 
Do not go to glean in another field, nor go from here, but stay close by my 
young women. 
 
Eph 4:4 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the 
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love. 
 
And this instruction we can find in another form in – Heb 10:23 Let us hold 
fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good 
works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 



THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND JOHN HERBERT 

 

11 

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 
see the Day approaching. 
 
And all that we have seen through the type of Abraham, Rebekah and Ruth, 
is presented again after a different fashion in another type found in – 
1 Sa 22:1 David therefore departed from there and escaped to the cave of 
Adullam. So when his brothers and all his father's house heard it, they went 
down there to him. 2 And everyone who was in distress, everyone who was 
in debt, and everyone who was discontented gathered to him. So he became 
captain over them. And there were about four hundred men with him. 
 
David provides the type for Christ and the cave of Adullam the heavens 
where He is to be found and as all those who were dissatisfied with the 
kingdom of Saul joined themselves to David in the cave, so we are to 
separate ourselves from Satan’s kingdom and align ourselves with the 
risen Christ. 
 b). We are not at present physically in the heavens with Christ, but 
that is where our allegiance is to be, that is where our focus is to remain. 
And the reality of this will be in our confession – Heb 11:13 These all died 
in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were 
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that 
they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country 
from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God 
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 
 
Heb 10:22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 
 
The tension that exists between our physical presence in Satan’s kingdom 
and our allegiance to our King and our heavenly homeland has been 
present for every Christian throughout the two thousand years of this 
dispensation. And if we are wise, we will give the more earnest heed to 



THIS LAND IS YOUR LAND JOHN HERBERT 

 

12 

those things we heard this weekend from the wisdom brought forth from 
above. Choosing to separate ourselves from the wisdom from below. 
Choosing to see ourselves as a new creation, choosing to see ourselves as 
we really are, and choosing to conduct our lives accordingly –  
1 Pe 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 who once were not a people 
but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have 
obtained mercy. 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain 
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct 
honorable among the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in 
the day of visitation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


