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1). Re 2:11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ 
 
The overcomers’ promise to the church in Smyrna is one of 4 places in 
the Book of the Revelation where the second death is mentioned, and the 
Revelation is the only Book of Scripture that uses this particular phrase. 
 a). And as we compare Scripture with Scripture, we will see the 
second death described as follows – Re 20:13 The sea gave up the dead 
who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in 
them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then 
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into 
the lake of fire. 
 
Re 21:7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and 
he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 
murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have 
their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is 
the second death.” 
 
The second death then is described as being ‘cast into the lake of fire’ and 
having a ‘part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone’. 
 b). As we had noted last time though, the verses from Revelation 
Chapter 20 deal with the unsaved following their judgment at the Great 
White Throne and those dealt with in the verses from Revelation Chapter 
21 are the non-overcoming, unfaithful Christians following their 
judgment at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
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 c). We do see then the second death and its association with the 
lake of fire with respect to both the eternally saved and the eternally lost. 
 
Re 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded 
for their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped 
the beast or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or 
on their hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 
5 But the rest of the dead did not live again until the thousand years were 
finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is he who has part 
in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand 
years. 
 
Those seen in these verses from Revelation Chapter 20, are the ones we 
know as the ‘tribulation martyrs’, who are first seen with the opening of 
the 5th seal on the 7 sealed scroll in Revelation Chapter 6 – Re 6:9 When 
He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 
been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10 
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, 
until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 
Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that 
they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow 
servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was 
completed. 
 
Those seen in the verses beginning Revelation 20:4 are the now 
completed number of those ‘slain for the word of God’ first seen in 
Revelation Chapter 6. And these we can also classify as ‘overcomers’ as 
they overcame by not worshipping the beast or his image and did not 
receive his mark. And we are told that the second death has no power 
over them, and they will reign with Christ for 1000 years. 

d). The second death as it is seen in connection with 
overcomingChristians, non-overcoming Christians and the tribulation 
martyrs has its focus on the 1000 years of the Millennial Kingdom only. 
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But with regards to the eternally lost it is seen in relation to the eternal 
ages. 

e). The second death then, is seen in relation to 2 entirely different 
groups of people within 2 entirely different timeframes. And there is 
nothing in the experience of the eternally lost and their connection with 
the lake of fire and the second death that can have anything to do with 
the experience of the unfaithful Christian. 
 f). And yet, because the lake of fire and the second death are seen 
when dealing with both the unfaithful Christian and the eternally lost, 
there must be something that both these groups share in common that 
associates them with the same place. 
 g). We should understand this in the same way as the commonality 
that exists between Christians and the unsaved with respect to the Book 
of Life. This Book we will remember contains a record of the works of 
every human being and this Book is opened to reveal the works done by 
Christians that are judged resulting in reward or loss. 
 h). And this same Book is opened at the Great White Throne so that 
the works of the unsaved may also be judged, as the only thing that will 
ever be judged is works. 
 g). And the nature of the commonality that exists between the 
unfaithful saved and the unsaved with respect to the lake of fire and the 
second death, is very easy to understand if we go back to the foundation. 
 
2). Ge 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion………. 
 
God’s purpose for creating Man is regal. He created human beings to rule, 
and to rule specifically in the place of Satan and his angels over the 
restored earth. And this was to be the purview of every human being 
from Adam onwards. 
 a). Now, when the right to rule in the stead of Satan was lost in the 
Garden God’s purpose didn’t change and He consequently set in place 
spiritual redemption for Man, that Man might still participate in the 
purpose for which he had been created. The redemption God provided 
did not automatically restore Man to his created position, but 



  

THE WORD OF GOD – LESSON 18M 4 

 

redemption provided the opportunity by which that purpose could still 
be accomplished. 
 b). So, the unsaved, by not accepting God’s provision of eternal 
redemption have rejected the regal purpose for their creation and 
therefore find themselves connected with the lake of fire and the second 
death throughout the endless ages. 
 c). The eternally saved have accepted God’s provision of 
redemption however, but those who are unfaithful, who choose to live 
unrighteous lives, who allow themselves to be overcome by the world, 
the flesh and the Devil, have, through their focus on this world, 
disregarded the regal purpose for their redemption and also find 
themselves connected with the lake of fire and the second death 
throughout the Kingdom Age. And it is in the disregard for God’s regal 
purpose for Man that the saved and the un-saved find their common 
ground. But why would that common ground be the lake of fire and the 
second death? Well let’s look - Mt 25:41 “Then He will also say to those on 
the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels: 
 
The lake of fire has been prepared for the Devil and his angels and Man 
who was created to replace them was never supposed to have any 
connection with it. And yet, for the saved and the unsaved that 
connection now exists. Why? Well let’s consider why the lake of fire was 
prepared for the Devil and his angles in the first place – Isa 14:13 For you 
have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On 
the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ 
 
The purpose for Satan’s creation was regal, he is the anointed cherub 
who covers. He and his angels were created to rule over the earth, this 
one province in God’s universal Kingdom, but through his rebellion Satan 
disregarded the regal position given to him desiring instead to attain the 
regality that belongs only to God. 
 d). Because of this the lake of fire was prepared as a place of 
punishment for Satan and his angels because they had not accepted 
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God’s regal purpose for them. From this we can see that the lake of fire is 
directly connected to accepting or rejecting God’s regal purpose. 
 e). For Man, disregarding God’s regal purpose for him, by either 
rejecting the purpose for Man’s creation or rejecting the purpose for his 
eternal salvation, not only aligns those who do so with Satan and his 
angels and their rebellion but also inadvertently seeks to maintain their 
rebel rule, therefore also aligning those who do so with the place of 
punishment, ‘prepared for the Devil and his angels’, the lake of fire. 
 f). And this alignment with the lake of fire and the subsequent 
second death is exactly what we have seen this morning in the verses 
from Revelation Chapters 20 and 21. 
 g). And this concept of the eternally saved being aligned with the 
enemy of their soul rather than the God of their salvation should be very 
easy to understand by looking at these verses – Mt 16:23 But He turned 
and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you 
are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.” 
 
Jn 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you 
want to do…………… 
 
We have seen in Matthew Chapter 16 that Peter is referred to as ‘Satan’ 
and the scribes and Pharisees in John Chapter 8 as having the ‘devil’ as 
their father. 
 h). Now, quite clearly neither of these are literally true. Peter 
wasn’t Satan and the scribes and Pharisees had regular dads like 
everyone else – But the actions of the scribes and Pharisees and Peter 
were so closely aligned with Satan that it was as if Satan himself was 
responsible. And eternal salvation of itself does not provide a safeguard 
against this. 
 i). So, if we apply this to the Christian, would it be any wonder that 
a life lived in disregard of God’s regal purpose for His Son’s sacrifice 
would place that Christian in alignment with Satan’s rebellion, thereby 
finding a place associated with the lake of fire prepared for the Devil and 
his angels? 
 
Power Point – Slides 1-6 
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3). Why an eternally saved person could have an association with the 
lake of fire is hopefully now pretty obvious. But the question remains are 
we dealing with something literal, will eternally saved Christians be cast 
into the lake of fire? Or is this to be understood metaphorically? Well 
let’s look at some of the ways this same topic of the unfaithful is dealt 
with elsewhere in Scripture – Jn 15:5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. 
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch 
and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and 
they are burned. 
 
Heb 6:7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, 
and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing 
from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being 
cursed, whose end is to be burned. 
 
In both these examples we see eternally saved individuals represented 
metaphorically as ‘branches’ in John and ‘the earth’ in Hebrews, where a 
burning with fire is seen. And contextually this has to do with an absence 
of fruitfulness, which itself would be synonymous with unfaithfulness, a 
disregard for God’s regal purpose. 
 a). And being fruitful or unfruitful is the same theme we have seen 
in the Matthew 13 parables – Mt 13:23 But he who received seed on the 
good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 
bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” 
 
For those who are unfruitful – Mt 13:49 So it will be at the end of the age. 
The angels will come forth, separate the wicked from among the just, 50 
and cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing 
of teeth.” 
 
To continue – Mt 22:12 So he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in 
here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13 Then the king 
said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast him 
into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 
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Here we see an absence of fruitfulness, an absence of righteous acts, 
producing no ‘wedding garment’, that is required for rulership, with the 
end result that the wedding guest is cast into the ‘outer darkness’. 
 b). If we return to the scribes and Pharisees for a moment who 
were described as ‘of your father, the devil’ we find this –  
Mt 23:33 Serpents, brood of vipers! How can you escape the 
Condemnation [judgment] of hell [Gehenna]? 
 
And all of these examples relate to the same thing, which is described as 
overcoming or being overcome in the Revelation. And this same thought 
is presented again after a slightly different fashion, but to the same effect, 
in – Ro 8:13 For if you live according to the flesh [you are 
overcome/unfruitful] you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body [you are an overcomer/fruitful], you will live. 
 
So, whether Scripture is dealing with the lake of fire in Revelation, being 
burned with fire in John and Hebrews, the furnace of fire, Gehenna and 
the outer darkness in Matthew or ‘dying’ in Romans we are looking at 
different ways of saying exactly the same thing. Different ways of 
presenting the outcome for the eternally saved who disregard their high 
calling having failed to be fruitful. 
 c). Gehenna, the outer darkness, the lake of fire and the furnace of 
fire cannot be referring to the same literal place and nor could there be a 
literal casting into these places. And so, we are dealing with the use of 
metaphors throughout. Not with the literal. 
 
4). Ge 19:27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where 
he had stood before the Lord…………..30 Then Lot went up out of Zoar and 
dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters were with him; for he was 
afraid to dwell in Zoar. And he and his two daughters dwelt in a cave. 
 
We will remember from the foundational type that both Abraham 
picturing the faithful, overcoming Christian, and Lot, picturing the 
Christian who is overcome, dwelt on the same mountain after the 
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destruction of the cities of the plain, but their respective locations were 
diametrically opposite. 
 a). Abraham ‘stood before the Lord’, where he had always stood 
and Lot was in a place of darkness and shame, where he had always 
stood. 
 b). In the antitype then, all Christians, the overcomers and the 
overcome will find themselves ‘in the Kingdom’, they will all be in the 7th 
Day. But their location during that Day, as with Abraham and Lot, will be 
diametrically opposite. And this we have seen in – Re 22:12 “And behold, 
I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one 
according to his work. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning 
and the End, the First and the Last.” 14 Blessed are those who do His 
commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may 
enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers 
and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and 
practices a lie. 
 
The right to the tree of life and entering through the gates into the city 
are ways of describing the positions of rulership to be occupied by 
Christ’s co-heirs, those who received praise, honor and glory at the 
Judgment Seat, who will sit with Him on His throne, to rule the earth 
with Him in the place of Satan and his angels. 
 c). And their outcome is contrasted with those seen ‘outside’, those 
who have been overcome, who are seen associated with works from the 
darkness of this age and shame, completely separated from anything to 
do with the regal purpose they had disregarded. A condition that will 
exist for the whole of the Kingdom Age – 2 Th 1:9 These shall be punished 
with everlasting [age-lasting] destruction from the presence of the Lord 
and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be 
glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, 
because our testimony among you was believed. 
 
And this location ‘outside’ the city parallels the metaphor of Gehenna, 
which was the garbage dump, outside the city of Jerusalem where the 
refuse from the city was ‘burned’. The heavenly equivalent of Gehenna is 
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described through the metaphor of the lake of fire – the place outside the 
New Jerusalem where the refuse from that city would be ‘burned’. 
 d). Such is the lot of all those who fail to be fruitful. And relative to 
this metaphorical location, the unfaithful, unfruitful are said to 
experience the second death. 
 e). Needless to say, perhaps, but a second death presupposes the 
existence of a first death and the first death will again take us back to the 
Garden – 1 Co 15:21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all 
shall be made alive. 
 
From Adam onwards, every human being has been born ‘dead in 
trespasses and sins’ through their association with Adam. This is the first 
death. 
 f). Now, when we are made alive in Christ we are no longer 
associated with Adam and the Garden, but with the second Adam who 
has made us alive together with Him. We are no longer subject to the 
first death. We have passed from death to life. 
 g). But keep in mind what was lost in the Garden with respect to 
God’s regal purpose for Man. Through the events surrounding the 
Woman’s deception God’s purpose for His new creation was disregarded 
and this brought death into the picture. 
 h). We are not talking about physical death but about the 
separation from God’s regal purpose. And that separation was marked by 
Adam and the Woman losing the covering of glory they previously 
possessed, being removed from the Garden and separated from the tree 
of life. The condition each one of us continues in, to this day. 
 i). Now as we know the tree of life appears again in the Garden of 
God with respect to rulership and the 7th Day, to be accessed during the 
Millennial Kingdom by those who are once again in the image and 
likeness of God. 
 j). But for the unfaithful, unfruitful Christian who has disregarded 
the purpose for his salvation, then as with Adam, and for the same 
reason, death again enters the picture – separation from God’s regal 
purpose for the Millennial Kingdom. This is the second death. 
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5). Jas 5:19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and 
someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from 
the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of 
sins. 
 
The Book of James, as we know, is a Book about the salvation of the soul. 
And here in the final verse from the Book we can see the direct 
connection between the loss of the soul/life and death – 1 Co 3:15 If 
anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet 
so as through fire. 
 
There is only one thing the individual seen in this verse has to lose, it’s 
not a reward as that is something he never had, but rather it is his 
soul/life for the age to come. 
 a). To lose our soul/life or to be hurt of the second death are one 
and the same thing. And just so we remain clear, this is a situation that 
relates to the unfaithful eternally saved and the Millennial Kingdom only. 
 b). But what about the Devil and his angels and the eternally lost? 
Is their connection with the lake of fire literal or is it metaphorical? 
 c). Well we will remember that the lake of fire was prepared for the 
Devil and his angels, which would make this a literal place. And when 
dealing with the Devil and his angels, no metaphors are used to describe 
their outcome after another fashion in the way that we saw with the 
eternally saved – Re 19:20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the 
false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those 
who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. 
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
 
Re 20:10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be 
tormented day and night forever and ever. 
 
And nor is metaphor ever used with regards to the eternally lost – 
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Re 20:14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast 
into the lake of fire. 
 
For the Devil and his angels and for the eternally lost, there awaits a 
literal lake of fire into which they will literally be cast and where they 
will literally reside for the endless ages. 
 d). For the eternally lost they will have continued their association 
with Adam, remaining dead in trespasses and sins unable to have 
anything to do with God’s regal purpose for the 7th Day. And beyond the 
7th Day, the eternally lost are associated with the second death in the 
sense that they remain separated from God’s regal purpose for the 
endless ages. 
 
6). But just so as we don’t lose sight of where we began today –  
Re 2:11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ 
 
For those found faithful at the Judgment Seat, they cannot be hurt by the 
second death because they will have the crown of life in the age to come, 
and life more abundantly. These will rejoice with joy inexpressible and 
full of glory. They will receive praise, honor and glory from their Savior 
and their names will be declared before God and before His angels as 
they will have overcome the world, the flesh and the Devil –   
Mt 13:43 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
 
They will have the right to the tree of life and will enter through the gate 
into the city – Re 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let 
him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, 
let him take the water of life freely……………. 20 He who testifies to these 
things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 
21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 
 
More next time – if the Lord is willing. 
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