
  

THE WORD OF GOD – LESSON 17N 1 

 

Sunday December 8th 2019 
The Word of God 

A Survey of the Bible – Lesson 17N 
‘What More Shall I Say?’ 

 
 
 

1). Heb 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with 
reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire. 
 
By the end of Chapter 12 the Book of Hebrews has come full circle. The 
Book began we will recall, with 7 OT quotations which established the 
Christ’s identity and looked prophetically to the coming of His Kingdom 
in the time when the inhabited world will not be in subjection to angels. 
And it is this very same Kingdom seen from the beginning of the Book 
‘which cannot be shaken’. The same Kingdom seen from the beginning 
which we are ‘receiving’, recorded at the end of Chapter 12. And that said 
at the end of Chapter 12 about the certainty and steadfastness of this 
unshakable Kingdom seen from the beginning, completes the circle. 
 a). And with the certainty of Christ’s Kingdom in view, the final 
verse of Chapter 12, ‘For our God is a consuming fire’ is a reminder of the 
judgment that awaits us in the near future and the consequence for us 
should we not take seriously the progressive warning that is developed 
throughout the Book. 
 b). This is a warning that began in Hebrews Chapter 2 –  
Heb 2:1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we 
have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels 
proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just 
reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation……….   
 
A warning that concluded in Chapter 12 by showing the inevitable 
outcome of not giving the more earnest heed to the things we have heard 
Heb 12:16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for 
one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, 
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when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no 
place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears. 
 
And the example given to us to demonstrate the severity of this outcome 
is Esau, who despised his birthright and therefore lost it for all time. 

c). And the beginning of this warning and its conclusion, as found in 
Hebrews, parallels what we find pictured through the 7 churches in the 
Revelation. The first of which is the Church in Ephesus –  
Re 2:4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first 
love. 
 
For this group who were taught the Word of the Kingdom and had a good 
understanding of it to have left their first love, must mean, that at some 
point, they had chosen not to give the more earnest heed to the things 
they had heard. The very things that would have comprised their first 
love. And to see the inevitable consequence of having done that is 
pictured through the Church of Laodicea – Re 3:17 Because you say, ‘I am 
rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know 
that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked— 
 
And because eternally saved Christians chose not to give the more 
earnest heed to the things they had heard, at the beginning of this 
dispensation, as time has progressed to the end of this dispensation, 
where we are now, we see that the church generally has lost all interest 
in its birthright, even casting contempt upon it, because the focus for the 
majority is entirely on present gratification rather than future hope, just 
as we saw with Esau – Ge 25:27 So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents.   
  
 And within the context of the birthright that may be won or lost with a 
view to the age to come, the Book of Hebrews has shown us the sharp 
contrast drawn between national Israel and the faithful OT saints from 
Hebrews Chapter 11. 
 d). As we consider this contrast, let’s think about the first 
generation of Israel for a moment – 1 Co 10:1 Moreover, brethren, I do not 
want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all 
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passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in 
the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual 
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that 
Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for 
their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
 
This generation was completely delivered from Egypt, they made the 
journey from the land of their birth to the border of the land of their 
calling, being led by the Spirit as they went; they had the presence of God 
in their midst and participated in the Tabernacle ministry. Now the point 
of drawing our attention to this is for us to see that we are not dealing 
with a people living in ignorance, as many in Christendom do today, but a 
people who knew God’s purpose for them and were moving in the 
direction He wanted them to go for that purpose to be accomplished. 
And yet they failed, ‘their bodies were scattered in the wilderness’. 
 e). Likewise, Esau would not have been ignorant of his birthright 
and God’s purpose for his family – let’s remember that his father was the 
son of promise, the one who experienced the events on Mount Moriah 
and that Esau was greatly loved by his father. And yet he failed –  
Ge 27:37 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Indeed I have made him 
your master, and all his brethren I have given to him as servants; with 
grain and wine I have sustained him. What shall I do now for you, my son?” 
 
So, what made the difference between national Israel and the faithful OT 
saints? - Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up 
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten 
son, 
 
All of the faithful OT saints, along with the first generation of Israel found 
themselves in a position in which they had to believe what God had said 
and trust God to deliver what He had promised, a belief and a trust that 
then had to move from believing into action. What they believed had to 
be accompanied by works that showed the genuineness of their faith. 
And here is the contrast. The faithful OT saints believed that which God 
had said and then their actions proved the genuineness of their faith. 
They were faithfully obedient to that which God had said declaring 
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themselves to be strangers and pilgrims on the earth. This was not true 
for national Israel where the epithet ‘a man of the field’ would be more 
appropriate. 
 f). Although the first generation of Israel acknowledged that which 
God had said, even giving assent to it – Ex 19:8 Then all the people 
answered together and said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” 
So Moses brought back the words of the people to the Lord.  
 
Their actions however, proved that their faith was not genuine – 
Nu 14:3 Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that 
our wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for 
us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let us select a leader 
and return to Egypt.”  
 
Their faith was what James calls ‘dead’ faith because it was not 
accompanied by works – Jas 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works is dead also. 
 
It’s not that they produced no works, but that which they did produce 
was apart from faith. Works that we can describe as wood, hay, straw; 
such as the building of the golden calf. So, what we see then for ourselves 
through this is that to hear the gospel of the glory of Christ is one thing, 
but in the end the hearing is of no value of itself, unless it is accompanied 
by works of faithful obedience in response to what we have heard –  
Jas 1:22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. 
 
Works of faithful obedience that would be classified as gold, silver and 
precious stones – 1 Co 10:11 Now all these things happened to them as 
examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends 
of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 
 
Let’s keep in mind that our works will be tested by ‘fire’ at the Lord’s 
Judgment Seat to reveal what kind of works they are. And we can be truly 
thankful that we have the opportunity today to begin to produce works 
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of faith even if we have not done so thus far. And let’s remember that our 
faith will continue to be tested before we get to the Judgment Seat to give 
us the opportunity to prove its genuineness as part of the child training 
of the Lord. 
 
2). So, it is with the admonition not to turn away from Him who speaks 
from heaven concerning these things we have just looked at, the 
Kingdom which cannot be shaken that awaits us, and the righteous 
judgment of God in view that the Book of Hebrews comes to its final 
Chapter –Heb 13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to 
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have unwittingly entertained 
angels. 3 Remember the prisoners as if chained with them—those who are 
mistreated—since you yourselves are in the body also. 4 Marriage is 
honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers 
God will judge. 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content 
with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never [never] 
leave you nor [ever, ever, ever] forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?” 
 
These opening verses of Hebrews’ last Chapter should not be seen as an 
add on, just a bit of practical advice, but as a continuation of what has 
gone before. These verses set out a variety of works that must be our on-
going practice as we look to enter that unshakable Kingdom. But these 
are not works that provide us with a check list to tick off as we go, but 
actions that can only emanate from faith, can only emanate out of what 
we have believed from the previous chapters of this Book with respect to 
the inhabited world to come which will not be in subjection to angels 
over which we are called to rule. 
 
Heb 13:7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of 
God to you, whose faith follow [imitate], considering the outcome of their 
conduct. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. 9 Do not 
be [stop being] carried about with various and strange doctrines. For it is 
good that the heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not 
profited those who have been occupied with them. 
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The Chapter continues with the command that each one is to constantly 
bring to mind ‘those who rule over you, who have spoken the word of 
God to you’, and they are to be constantly brought to mind with a view to 
following the example they set for having faith to the saving of the soul – 
1 Co 11:1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 
 
Also, each one is to give careful consideration to what the ultimate 
outcome of the life of ‘those who rule over you’ will be with regards to 
the salvation of their soul. An outcome that may be determined through 
observing their manner of living. In other words, is the life lived that is 
observed in them commensurate with success for them at the Judgment 
Seat ? And if so, then we need to practice that which Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 11 and – Php 3:17 Brethren, join in following my example, and 
note those who so walk, as you have us for a pattern. 18 For many walk, of 
whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
 
V8 of Hebrews 13 reminds us that God never changes. His purpose has 
never changed, and the good news of His coming glory has never 
changed, nor will the way He deals with those who will be firstborn sons 
ever change. Therefore, we must stop being ‘carried away’, diverted and 
distracted, by a variety of ‘teaching’ that does not line up with the Word 
of the Kingdom – Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in 
the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ 
 
This might of course be secular philosophy or ‘Christian’ philosophy, but 
whichever it is we should stop feeding on it because it is not profitable to 
do so.  
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 a). Rather than feeding on that which is not profitable, our hearts 
need to be established by grace – Ro 5:1 Therefore, having been justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
 
We might remember how the first generation of Israel came to view the 
‘food’ God had provided for them – Nu 11:5 We remember the fish which 
we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and 
the garlic; 6 but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all 
except this manna before our eyes!” 
 
And the attitude we must have towards that which God has provided 
takes us back again to James – Jas 1:21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness 
and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 
 
And within this overall thought let’s remember – Jas 4:5 Or do you think 
that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the 
proud, But gives grace to the humble.”  
 
1 Pe 5:5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. 
Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, 
for “God resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore 
humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in 
due time, 
 
Pr 3:34 Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble. 35 
The wise shall inherit glory, But shame shall be the legacy of fools. 
 
3). Heb 13:10 We have an altar from which those who serve the tabernacle 
have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals, whose blood is 
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned outside 
the camp. 12 Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with 
His own blood, suffered outside the gate.  
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The Christ Himself is the altar that we are to eat from – Joh 6:53 Then 
Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever 
eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal [age lasting] life, and I will 
raise him up at the last day. 55 For My flesh is food indeed, and My blood is 
drink indeed. 56 He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood abides in Me, 
and I in him. 
  
It is the Word of Christ that we must receive with meekness that is food 
indeed so that we may grow with respect to salvation. The Word of 
Christ that we must believe and act upon as we faithfully embrace His 
atoning work in fulfillment of the imagery given to us in Hebrews 13:10-
12. It is only by eating from this altar that we might have life for the Age. 
 a). Heb 13:13 Therefore let us go forth to Him, outside the camp, 
bearing His reproach. 14 For here we have no continuing city, but we seek 
the one to come. 
 
Christ was crucified ‘outside the camp’, separated from Israel’s capital 
and separated from the Law which He came to fulfill. And we are, in a 
figurative sense, to ‘go forth to Him’, separating ourselves from ‘fleshly 
ordinances’ so as to live by faith. And as we do this so we will ‘bear His 
reproach’ – 2 Ti 3:12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer persecution. 
 
V14 reminds us of our status as strangers and pilgrims on the earth as 
‘we have no continuing city’, we have no city to which we belong or that 
will endure. The world calls Rome the ‘eternal city’, - it is anything but. 
Even Jerusalem will be totally and completely destroyed. 
 b). Rather than looking to any city here ‘we seek the one to come’, 
the heavenly Jerusalem which is the mother of us all – here is where our 
names are registered, and it is from here that we shall rule with Christ 
for 1000 years. 
 c). And because of this – Heb 13:15 Therefore by Him let us 
continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 
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giving thanks to His name. 16 But do not forget to do good and to share, for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased.  
 
So, because of all the great and precious promises that have been 
revealed to us we are to continually offer the sacrifice of praise, to 
continually offer the sacrifice of doing ‘good’, and the sacrifice of sharing. 
 d). ‘God is well pleased’ with these sacrifices as they are offerings of 
faith. Good works that validate the genuineness of our faith –  
Heb 10:7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it is 
written of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ ” 8 Previously saying, “Sacrifice 
and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor 
had pleasure in them” (which are offered according to the law), 9 then He 
said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes away the first 
that He may establish the second. 
 
Ga 6:9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we 
shall reap if we do not lose heart. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith. 
 
1Pe 4:19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God 
commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator. 
 
Ga 6:6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him 
who teaches. 
 
1 Ti 6:17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be 
haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us 
richly all things to enjoy. 18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to give, willing to share, 19 storing up for themselves a good 
foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
 
And isn’t it interesting to note that the ‘sacrifice of praise’ produces fruit 
for the Kingdom through what comes out of our mouth – Lu 6:45 A good 
man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil 
man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the 
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. 
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And finally – Heb 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, 
for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them 
do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 
 
Here then, we come to the final command, another opportunity to 
exercise faith to the saving of the soul through works. Now, there is no 
equivocation in this, ‘obey’, ‘be submissive’, these are not optional. But, 
let’s place them within the context of going on to perfection, within the 
context of the warnings, within the context of Christ’s coming Kingdom 
and the age to come not in subjection to angels. 
 e). ‘Those who rule over you’ are the same ones we have seen 
earlier, ‘who spoke the word of God to you’, whose faith is to be imitated. 
 f). And let’s note within the context of the verse itself why this 
command is given, ‘for they watch out for your souls’. So then, obedience 
and submission are to be given ‘to those who rule over you’, because that 
which they teach through the word of God, that which they admonish, 
the example of faith they set is profitable for the one looking for the 
salvation of his soul. 
 g). This then is not a personal issue between the one who is to 
submit and the one who rules, it is an issue between the one who is to 
submit and God. The command is given – will we be obedient to it or not? 
 h). And the issue of trust that it raises is not about trust in those 
who rule, but trust in the One who commands obedience and submission 
to those who rule. 
 i). Let’s remember – Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, 
 
Ac 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood. 
 
Those that the Holy Spirit has appointed as shepherds over the church of 
God, a church which He has purchased with His own blood, will give an 
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account of the ministry they have been given. Which is why Paul says to 
the elders of Ephesus in the verses that precede v28 – Ac 20:26 Therefore 
I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I 
have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 
 
As always, the choice remains our own. But we know the day is soon 
upon us when the trumpet will sound, and we will be caught up together 
to meet Him in the air. And in that minutest particle of time let us 
remember our choice to obedience and submission with joy and let us 
rejoice together in the goodness, grace and mercy of our Lord –  
1 Th 2:19 For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even 
you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? 20 For you are 
our glory and joy. 
 
The time has come then as our good friend Maina would say, to put a 
comma after the Book of Hebrews, because I have no doubt, we shall 
come back to it again. And the next time we continue the Kingdom that 
cannot be shaken will still occupy center stage and the opportunity to 
‘obey those who rule over you and be submissive’ will present itself 
again. 
 
But all this of course, only – if the Lord is willing. 
 
 
Heb 13:20 Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from 
the dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to do His 
will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 


