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Sunday December 29th 2019 
‘Seek First…’ 

 
 
 
 
1). Mt 6: 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what 
you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than 
clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can 
add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you worry about 
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither 
toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass 
of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, 
will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31"Therefore 
do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' 
or 'What shall we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles 
seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 
33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you. 34 "Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient 
for the day is its own trouble. 
 
As we look at our Scripture here from Matthew Chapter 6, we will 
be especially familiar with verse 33 – ‘But seek first…’ as this is 
something, we have known that we have had to do from the 
beginning.  

a). And as we look at these verses let’s remember that there 
are 2 contrasting actions set side by side in our everyday activity, 
one that we are not to do and one that we are to do – we are not to 
worry, to be continually anxious, about the present, ‘what shall we 
eat? What shall we drink? What shall we wear? As doing this is the 
preoccupation of those who have no hope and would show our 
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focus to be on the things of this world. Rather, because of our hope, 
we are to focus on that which lies ahead of us in the near future – 
the coming Kingdom of Christ. And the promise is, that if this 
Kingdom is first and foremost in all that we do, then ‘all these 
things will be added to you’; because our Heavenly Father already 
knows what we need day by day. And no degree of anxiety on our 
part can change one smallest thing. 
 b). This is the same thought found in Philippians that we had 
studied some weeks back – Php 4:6 Be anxious for nothing [stop 
worrying about even one thing], but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to 
God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 
And this is all an issue of faith isn’t it? Do we trust the Lord to be 
true to His Word or are we more confident in taking matters into 
our own hands? 
 c). Do we lay our schemes and plans for the weeks and years 
ahead in the false security of our ability to see them through or do 
we have the correct scriptural perspective on all that we do? – 
Jas 4:13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to 
such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a 
profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For 
what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and 
then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we 
shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 
 
And here in James this is dealt with in a very direct manner. If we 
plan anything confident in our own ability to see it through, rather 
than ‘if the Lord wills’, God considers this to be arrogant boasting, 
and ‘all such boasting is evil’. And this is because ‘you do not know 
what will happen tomorrow’. 
 d). And all of this brings us back to the basic concept of dying 
to self – Ga 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the 
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flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 
for me. 
 
We no longer live our lives to ourselves, but to Christ. We no longer 
live our lives to please ourselves, but to please the One who loved 
us and gave Himself for us. 
 e). Our experience should be that which Paul describes, ‘I 
have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ 
lives in me…’ 
 f). And if this is true for us then, ‘the life which I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God’. 
 g). Then to go back to where we began this morning, to live by 
faith in the Son of God requires us to seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness. 
 
2). Mt 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, 
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 
 
From the outset then, let’s be clear and encouraged, that if we seek, 
we will find. This is guaranteed. And what we will find of course is a 
position of rulership with Christ in His Kingdom in that coming 
Day. There is no doubt about it. 
 a). And let’s also be clear that to seek His Kingdom so as to 
find it necessitates the seeking of His righteousness also. 
 b). With a view to the outcome of being one of the many sons 
brought to glory, seeking first His Kingdom and seeking first His 
righteousness must be seen as synonymous. 

c). So, to begin to understand what ‘His righteousness’ is, let’s 
go back and review what the Lord said in Matthew Chapter 5 - 
Mt 5:20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 
The scribes and the Pharisees operated within a legalistic system of 
dos and don’ts extracted from God’s word, even burdening the 
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people with regulations of their own invention - Mt 15:9 And in 
vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of 
men.'" 
 
As a consequence, the righteousness that scribes and Pharisees 
produced was self-righteousness born out of actions emanating 
from within themselves, rather than actions emanating out of faith. 
 d). Now self-righteousness in any form is unacceptable to 
God, hence Christ tells the people that unless their righteousness 
goes beyond the self-righteousness exemplified by the scribes and 
Pharisees they would by no means enter the Kingdom being 
offered to them - Isa 64:6 ¶ But we are all like an unclean thing, And 
all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags; 
 
Hence, they were, and we are, to seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness – the righteousness that can only come from God. 
 
3). This is the very thing Paul wrote about in - Php 3:8 Yet indeed I 
also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and 
count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 ¶ and be found in 
Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but 
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from 
God by faith; 
 
And the righteousness that is from God is ours only by faith, never 
from doing that which seems right in our own eyes. 

a). And to understand the righteousness from God by faith we 
need only revisit that written about the father of faith – Abraham. 
 b). We will remember that God made a number of progressive 
promises to Abraham concerning his inheritance and his 
descendants – Ge 15:5 Then He brought him outside and said, "Look 
now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number 
them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 6 And he 
believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness. 
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 c). And having given the promises there then came the test to 
prove the genuineness of Abraham’s faith - Ge 22:1 ¶ Now it came 
to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
"Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2 Then He said, "Take now your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you." 
 
We can find the significance of these 2 events by looking at the 
Lord’s own commentary found in - Heb 11:17 By faith Abraham, 
when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, "In 
Isaac your seed shall be called," 19 concluding that God was able to 
raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in 
a figurative sense. 
 
Abraham’s action in offering up Isaac was by faith.  He believed 
what God had said in Genesis 15 concerning Isaac and the heavenly 
realm of the Kingdom and therefore in Genesis 22 fully expected 
God to bring about that which He had promised earlier even if that 
meant raising his son from the dead. 
 d). And this is opened to us further in - Jas 2:21 Was not 
Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son 
on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his 
works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture 
was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of 
God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith 
only. 
 
What we are seeing here is what we could refer to as a ‘Divine 
exchange’.  Abraham believed God and acted upon that belief in 
faithful obedience.  God then took Abraham’s faithful obedience 
and put it on account for him as righteousness – it was the 
righteousness that God gave, His righteousness, given to Abraham 
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through Abraham’s faith. And by this Abraham’s faith, what he had 
believed was brought to a place of completion, or to its goal. 
 e). There is no self-righteousness to be seen here, only the 
righteousness of God accounted to Abraham, by faith. 

f). And this ‘Divine exchange’ has particular significance for us 
because of what we see in – 1Pe 1:9 receiving the end [Goal] of your 
faith--the salvation of your souls. 
 
So then, our faith is brought to its goal, the salvation of our soul, the 
reward of the inheritance, not by believing God alone, but through 
works that prove the genuineness of, what we have believed.  
 g). Our acts of faithful obedience with respect to that which 
God has said will be exchanged into righteousness, the 
righteousness accounted to us by God. The righteousness that is 
from God by faith. 

h). The word translated ‘accounted’ in Genesis 15:6 literally 
means to weave, as in weaving a fabric – which is an interesting 
thought when we consider - Re 19:7 "Let us be glad and rejoice and 
give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife 
has made herself ready." 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in 
fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of 
the saints. 
 
The wedding garment that Christ’s wife will wear will be made of 
acts of righteousness – acts of righteousness woven together in 
exactly the same way as we have seen with Abraham. 
 i). To continue with the weaving metaphor, perhaps we can 
see believing God as providing the warp and the acts of faithful 
obedience proving the genuineness of what we have believed 
providing the weft. Woven together to provide a completed 
garment. Both what we have believed, and the righteousness 
accounted to us through our works are provided by God as He is 
the only One who can provide the ‘fine linen, clean and bright’. This 
is why self-righteousness can only ever be seen as ‘filthy rags’. The 
contrast between the two is striking. 
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4). Ro 1:16 ¶ For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew 
first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is 
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by 
faith." 
 
The good news concerning the Christ, is the power of God to the 
salvation of the soul for everyone who believes, because in this 
good news the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith. 
 a). There is then a process as we go from faith to faith in 
which the righteousness of God is revealed. And this process can be 
seen again through the experience of Abraham. 
 b). Let’s remember the contrast we have seen between 
Abraham’s faith when he left Ur of the Chaldees and the faith, he 
exhibited on Mount Moriah. 
 c). He progressed, through the child training of the Lord, from 
a pretty sketchy faith at the beginning to a faith that saw the power 
of God to salvation, with God’s righteousness revealed and 
accounted to him.  
 d). In the same way, we are to experience the child training of 
the Lord for the same purpose - Heb 12:5 And you have forgotten 
the exhortation which speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not 
despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are 
rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And 
scourges every son whom He receives."………11 Now no chastening 
seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, 
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who 
have been trained by it. 12 Therefore strengthen the hands which 
hang down, and the feeble knees, 13 and make straight paths for 
your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be 
healed. 
 
And as with Abraham our child training must be seen in 
conjunction with the gospel of Christ which we are taught –  
Eph 4:11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the 
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equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the 
body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; 
 
The focus of these verses from Ephesians is spiritual maturity, that 
we ‘may grow up in all things into Him who is the head – Christ.’  
 e). The Word is preached, and we are child trained in 
conjunction with the Word so that we can come to that place of 
‘epignosis’, mature knowledge. Spiritual maturity and mature 
knowledge would go hand in hand. 
 f). To come to the place of spiritual maturity and to have 
‘epignosis’ knowledge must mean that we are seeking first the 
righteousness which is from God as we seek first His Kingdom. 
 g). To say that we have spiritual maturity or that we have 
attained ‘epignosis’ knowledge is one thing, but the reality of such 
statements can only be seen through our works. 
 h). Are we still trying to do things that we hope God will be 
pleased with or are we operating in the realm of faith? –  
Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 
those who diligently seek Him. 
 
5). It is without doubt that over the years we have become rich in 
the teaching of the Word, for which we may be truly thankful, but 
within the abundance of the Word the enemy of complacency still 
lurks. And with that in mind let’s remind ourselves of others who 
were in similar positions to us - Re 2:4 "Nevertheless I have this 
against you, that you have left your first love. 
  
Reading the Book of Ephesians will ably demonstrate the depth of 
the teaching they had received and yet they left their love of the 
gospel of Christ. 
 a). We have the church in Galatia - Ga 3:1 ¶ O foolish 
Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the 
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truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among 
you as crucified? 
  
Again, if we read Galatians, we can see what manner of Christians 
we are dealing with here and yet they had been ‘bewitched’ with 
respect to something as foundational as the crucifixion of Christ. 

b). In 2 Peter we find - 2Pe 3:8 ¶ But, beloved, do not forget 
this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and 
a thousand years as one day. 
 
And in Hebrews - Heb 5:12 For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of 
the oracles of God; and you have come to need milk and not solid 
food. 
 
In each of our examples we find those who were seeking first His 
Kingdom and His righteousness, who then turned away from the 
truth. 
 c). All of those in our examples were both hearers and doers 
of the Word, but at some point, they stopped being doers and began 
to deceive themselves. 
 d). Now, I am sure that if we went back in time to talk with 
those in our examples they might well have been convinced that 
they were still heading in the right direction and would not have 
recognized in themselves that which we now see through the 
distance of time. 
 e). If we go to the Book of 1 John we will find not only what 
would have been true for those in our example, but also the litmus 
test for our own pursuit of the Kingdom - 1Jo 3:10 In this the 
children of God and the children of the devil are manifest: Whoever 
does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not 
love his brother. 
 
It is right here in the ‘practice of righteousness’ – this cannot of 
course be self-righteousness but the righteousness that is from God 
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by faith. The works for which God accounts His righteousness 
providing the ‘weft’ to the ‘warp’ of what we have believed. 

f). The word for practice here literally means to perform 
continually – and this we must do - 2Th 3:13 But as for you, 
brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. 
 
And it is shocking to think that failing to practice righteousness, 
would make us ‘children of the devil’. This would be so because our 
lack of action with respect to faith, would inevitably place us in the 
flesh rather than the Spirit, aligning us more with the devil than 
with God. 

g). Let’s remember the rebuke Christ gave to the eternally 
saved religious leaders of His day - Joh 8:44 "You are of your father 
the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from 
his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it. 
 
6). Given the enormity of the blessing God has bestowed upon us 
here at Cornerstone there is, as we have said, the ever-present 
danger of becoming complacent – of being content because we hear 
the Word of the Kingdom every week, deceiving ourselves into 
believing that in itself is enough. 
 a). Perhaps as we stand today on the cusp of a new decade, in 
the embrace of our new location we should be even more diligent 
to take to heart and put into practice that which we find in –  
Php 3:13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 
forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal 
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 ¶ Therefore 
let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you 
think otherwise, God will reveal even this to you. 
 
Now is not the time to sit back and be content, now is the time to 
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 
Christ Jesus. 
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 b). We could be well versed in the scriptures concerning the 
Kingdom, but at the same time indifferent to them because we 
don’t seek to practice righteousness, rather allowing ourselves to 
be conformed to the things of this world. 

c). It is now while there is still time, while it is still called 
today, that we need to be even more diligent in our prayer, even 
more diligent in our warfare, even more diligent in our study, even 
more diligent in our support of one another, even more diligent to 
be doers of the word and not hearers only. 
 
1 Pe 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, 
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are 
experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 ¶ But may the God 
of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle 
you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us therefore be resolute, be immovable and take what we have 
heard and put it into practice. Living our lives according to the 
Spirit and not according to the flesh, practicing righteousness; 
knowing the consequence of doing so - Ga 6:9 And let us not grow 
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not 
lose heart. 
 
1Co 4:20 For the kingdom of God is not in word but in power. 
 
The Kingdom of God is not just in knowing about it, and not just in 
talking about it, but in the life changing power of the 
metamorphosis that is to take place within us as we are faithfully 
obedient to God’s word concerning it, having His righteousness 
accounted to us in doing so - 2Co 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, 
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed 
into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 
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2 Th 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, 
brethren beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose 
you for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the 
truth, 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast 
and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or 
our epistle. 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God 
and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation 
and good hope by grace, 17 comfort your hearts and establish you in 
every good word and work. 3:1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with 
you, 
 
If the Lord is willing, Royce will bring the Word to us next Sunday. 

 


