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WoK Homecoming Conference 

Sunday, 15th May, 2022 

No Peace but a Sword 

Mt 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But 

rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell (lit. Gehena) … 

32 "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before 

My Father who is in heaven 33 "But whoever denies Me before men, him I will 

also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 34 "Do not think that I came to 

bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 "For I 

have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 "and 'a man's enemies 

will be those of his own household.' 37 "He who loves father or mother more 

than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me 

is not worthy of Me. 38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me 

is not worthy of Me. 39 "He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life 

for My sake will find it. 

 

1. Introduction 

i. These are words of Jesus to His disciples – Mt 10:34 "Do not think that I came to 

bring peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 "For I 

have come to 'set a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law'; 36 "and 'a man's enemies 

will be those of his own household.' 

ii. As we study this, it will be helpful and safe to remind ourselves a few things 

a. Christ’s message to His brethren (the Jews, the nation of Israel) during His first 

advent was with a simple, clear and singular one. He announced an offer of 

the kingdom of the heaven (an opportunity for the nation to rule over the earth 

from the heavens) contingent on the nation’s willingness to repent - Mt 4:17 

From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand."  

b. Christ sent His disciples to the same people (Jews) to preach the same word - 

Mt 10:5 These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: "Do not 
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go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6 

"But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 "And as you go, preach, 

saying, 'The kingdom of heaven is at hand.' 8 "Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 

raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 

c. Matters to do with the kingdom of the heavens should not have been strange 

subject to the Jewish people – the Old Testament scriptures in their possession 

present clearly the structure of the kingdom as it exists throughout Man's Day 

and will exist at a future time – e.g., Ge. 22:17 -18 

d. These words seen in Mt 10:34-36 are set in this context. Therefore, contextually, 

the word Christ is preaching (the word of the kingdom) is the sword. Paul as he 

writes concerning spiritual warfare refers to the word (contextually, the word 

of the kingdom) as the sword of the Spirit - Eph 6:17 And take the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.  

e. In the book we call Hebrews, the word of God (contextually the word of the 

kingdom) is identified as a two-edged sword that pierces and separates - Heb 

4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-

edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

iii. How are we to understand these words “"Do not think that I came to bring 

peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword”? The Lord is not 

advocating or encouraging family quarrels and outcomes of such feuds here. 

Rather, He is saying that the word of the kingdom is a separator.  

a. And as we think about believers (including ourselves), faithfully running the 

race of the faith; believers with the desire to walk worthy of the calling – to rule 

and reign with Christ in His coming kingdom; believers who have set their minds 

on things above where Christ is - will be separated in principle and practice 

with those who have set their minds on things on the earth.  

▪ Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, 

where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things 

above, not on things on the earth. Consider also Eph 2:5 even when we were 

dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
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▪ Amos asks - Am 3:3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed? The 

answer is, NO - two cannot walk together unless they are agreed.  

b.  As Paul writes to believers in Corinth, he addressed this incompatibility that 

demands a separation between believers (believing believers – those seeking the 

kingdom, having set their minds on things above) and unbelievers (unbelieving believers -

not in the practice of seeking the kingdom, having set their minds on things on the earth) - 

2Co 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light 

with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a 

believer with an unbeliever? Paul is simply saying this - is it impracticable to 

have the two – ‘believing believer’ and ‘unbeliever believer’ sharing a yoke.  

iv. There is a reason why Jesus Christ used intimate family relationships to bring this 

point home. These relationships form very strong emotional bonds and is 

painful/costly to draw a wedge through such bonds. This is where the self-

denial and carrying of the cross plays out very deeply. If we compare this with 

some Old Testament scriptures, we will get a deeper understanding of what 

Christ is saying.  

a. De 4:1 "Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I teach you to 

observe, that you may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of 

your fathers is giving you. 2 "You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor 

take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I 

command you…………... 13:3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that 

dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love 

the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  4 "You shall walk after 

the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, 

and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him. 5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of 

dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from 

the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you 

from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God 

commanded you to walk. So, you shall put away the evil from your midst. 6  "If your 

brother, the son of your mother, your son or your daughter, the wife of your bosom, or 

your friend who is as your own soul, secretly entices you, saying, 'Let us go and serve 

other gods,' which you have not known, neither you nor your fathers, 7 "of the gods of 

the people which are all around you, near to you or far off from you, from one end of 

the earth to the other end of the earth,  8 "you shall not consent to him or listen to him, 
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nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare him or conceal him;  9 "but you shall 

surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward 

the hand of all the people. 10 "And you shall stone him with stones until he dies, 

because he sought to entice you away from the LORD your God, who brought you 

out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.  

▪ In verse 4, we see a command given to eternally saved individuals (Jews then 

and us today) - "You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep 

His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast 

to Him” 

▪ We also see the command not to entertain false teaching, deception, 

leavened doctrine – Read again De 4:1-2, 13:5.  

▪ We notice this false teaching, deception, leavened doctrine can come 

secretly through the significant others in their lives – Read again De 13:6-7.  

▪ The Lord is categorical in the way they were to deal with them – ‘kill them’. 

Death in scripture means separation, therefore the command here is to 

‘separate with those individual (even if it is family) who would entice us to 

embrace leavened doctrine’- Read again De 13:8-10.  

▪ I do not want us to think of this separation as literal. Rather, we should 

understand this as a call for discernment where we stand our ground, refuse 

to yield to the deception and sometimes, it may require limiting our interaction 

with such relations that would encourage us to embrace deception; entice us 

to have itching ears - 2Ti 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure 

sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching 

ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears 

away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.  

b. Going back to Mt 10, the Deuteronomy passage forms the basis of the ‘no 

peace but a sword’.  

▪ The Lord is calling us not to compromise the truth we know (by 

accommodating deception even if it is from those we love) in order to keep 

relationship going.  We cannot forego the kingdom for kindred.  

c. Christ speaks of anyone who would entice us to deception as a partner with 

the enemies of our faith and if we are not willing to deny ourselves such 

fondness and put to death the deeds of the body, we are not worthy of Him – 

i.e., we are not worthy to be His co-ruler, His co-heir in His coming kingdom – 
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Mt 10:36 "and 'a man's enemies will be those of his own household.' 37 "He who 

loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 38 "And he who does not 

take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 "He who finds his life 

will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it. 

v. The scriptures are replete with enough examples of individuals who made such 

separation  

a. Ruth. She separated with her sister-in-law Orpah, because of her interest in 

being Boaz’s wife and was ready to pay the price for it while Orpah had set 

her mind on things on the earth - Ru 1:11 But Naomi said, "Turn back, my daughters; 

why will you go with me? Are there still sons in my womb, that they may be your 

husbands? 12 "Turn back, my daughters, go-for I am too old to have a husband. If I 

should say I have hope, if I should have a husband tonight and should also bear sons… 

14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-

law, but Ruth clung to her. 15 And she said, "look, your sister-in-law has gone back to 

her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law… 16 But Ruth said: "Entreat 

me not to leave you, or to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I 

will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and 

your God, my God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. The LORD 

do so to me, and more also, if anything but death parts you and me."  

▪ On the one hand we see Ruth (type of a faithful Christian – believing believer) 

choosing to follow Naomi (type of God’s word), she organized herself in all that 

Naomi would teach her and eventually got married to one typifying Christ – 

Boaz, with rulership in view. And on the other hand, we see Orphah (a type of 

an unfaithful Christian – unbelieving believer) followed the god of this world – she 

missed the opportunity to become, Boaz’s wife. 

b. Rebecca separated with her family to follow Abraham’s servant in order to 

become Isaac’s wife - Ge 24:55 But her brother and her mother said, "Let the 

young woman stay with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go..." 58 

Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" And she 

said, "I will go." 

▪ “I will go” for Rebecca and “wherever you go, I will go” for Ruth are not cliché 

statements. Both portray a strong resolve; a readiness to pay the price for 

‘spiritual separation’ with significant others of contrary persuasions. 
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c. Abram separated with his country, home and family because he had set his 

mind on the city “which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God” 

▪ Ge 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, from your 

family and from your father's house, to a land that I will show you. 

▪ Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place 

which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 

where he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign 

country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same 

promise; 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder 

and maker is God… 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, 

but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and 

confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

vi. Abraham separated with lot. Their divergent interest is revealed in the choices 

they made - Ge 13:8 So Abram said to Lot, "Please let there be no strife 

between you and me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we 

are brethren. 9 "Is not the whole land before you? Please separate from me. If 

you take the left, then I will go to the right; or, if you go to the right, then I will 

go to the left." 10 And Lot lifted his eyes and saw all the plain of Jordan, that it 

was well watered everywhere (before the LORD destroyed Sodom and 

Gomorrah) like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go toward 

Zoar. 11 Then Lot chose for himself all the plain of Jordan, and Lot journeyed 

east. And they separated from each other. 

vii. Separation of this nature demands a level of maturity in the truth of God’s 

word, spiritual fortitude/courage - Heb 5:12-14. It requires great discernment 

(discerning both good and evil). Evil is not always obvious and the context does not 

allow us to think of good or evil in a general sense. Comparing with what we 

see in Chapter Three, we can clearly see what the writer means with good and 

evil - Heb 3:12 Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief, in departing from the living God. 13 But exhort one another daily, 

while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness 

of sin.  

viii. Our choice to separate unto Christ – having our minds on things above, 

demands our separation with world and all that it offers 
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▪ Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are 

above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on 

things above, not on things on the earth. 

▪ And we can conclude with these trustworthy sayings - 2Ti 2:11 This is a faithful 

saying: For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, 

we shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are 

faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.  
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Review Questions 

1. Read 2 Ti 2:11. Explain the meaning of denying Christ in this verse 

 

 

 

2. Read Mt 10:34-36.  
i. Keeping in mind the context of the passage, explain what ‘sword’ means. 

 

 

 

ii. We know the Lord could not have been speaking of family quarrels and 
outcomes of them in this passage – what did he mean then? 

 

 

 

3. Read 2 Co 6:14-15. How can this passage help us understand what the Lord is 

saying in Mt 10:34-36? 
 

 

 

4. Read De 4:1-2, 13:3-10. Summarize this passage by listing at least five 
observations  

 
 

 
 
 
 

5. How does this passage (De 4:1-2, 13:3-10) help us understand the substance 
matter captured in Mt 10:34-36? 

 

 

 

 

6. Read Mt 10:36-39. What does this Christ’s statement - "He who loves father or 
mother… son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me?” mean? 

 

 

 
7. Identify any five biblical characters/examples who allowed separation for the 

purpose God had made clear to them 
 

 

8. Read Heb 5:14. How are we to understand good and evil contextually? What 
then is the contextual meaning of discernment? 
 


