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HOMECOMING CONFERENCE (2022) 

WORD OF THE KINGDOM 

SATURDAY MAY 14TH 

REMAIN STEADFAST 

Mt 25:1 ¶ "Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took 

their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 "Now five of them were wise, 

and five were foolish. 3 "Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil 

with them, 4 "but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 "But while 

the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept. Mt 25:6 "And at 

midnight a cry was heard: 'Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!' 

7 "Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 "And the foolish said to 

the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 "But the wise 

answered, saying, 'No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go 

rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.' 10 "And while they went to buy, 

the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; 

and the door was shut. 11 "Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, 'Lord, 

Lord, open to us!' 12 "But he answered and said, 'Assuredly, I say to you, I do not 

know you.' 13 "Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in 

which the Son of Man is coming. 

 

Re 2: 25 But that which ye have already hold fast till I come. 

 

i. The two scriptures we have read, form the foundation for our study this 

morning. In V 1 of parable of the wise and foolish virgins, we see 10 

which is a number of completion. These represents all believers, they all 

had lamps and they were all going to meet the bridegroom. The lamp 

represents the word of God Ps 119:105  Your word is a lamp to my feet 

And a light to my path.  

ii. Both the wise and the foolish slumbered and slept while they were 

waiting for the Bridegroom and both arose from their slumber by the 

midnight cry, which portends the Judgement. 

iii. But the wise had extra supply of oil – they were continually filled with 

the Spirit allowing the word of God to richly dwell in them. 
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iv. And both the wise and the foolish hear the cry concerning the midnight, 

but it’s only the wise that took heed to this cry 

v.  Consequently, we see the foolish virgins missing the coming of the 

bridegroom because entrance to the wedding was denied. Verse 13 

therefore warns us, that we should keep watch, since we don’t know the 

time of His (Christ) return.  

 

The Greek word for Watch is gregoreuo which means ‘give strict 

attention to or be cautious. In essence, the foolish virgins are denied entry 

into the wedding feast for not giving strict attention to the lamps (the 

word).  

 

vi. Going back to Rev 2:25, the words hold fast in greek is krateo which 

means to take hold of, to hold fast i.e not discard or let go or keep 

carefully and faithfully. 

 

a) Looking at these two words then, gives us the meaning ‘give strict attention 

to and hold fast. Therefore then, the foolish virgins didn’t pay attention to 

and didn’t hold fast that which they were instructed to do. These could be 

compared to the parable of the sower. 

 

Mt 13:18 "Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 "When anyone hears 

the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one 

comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who  

received seed by the wayside. 20 "But he who received the seed on stony 

places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 

21 "yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when 

tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he 

stumbles. 22 "Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears 

the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke 

the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23 "But he who received seed on the 

good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears 

fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty." 

i) V19 draws our attention to ‘when anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom.’ Then likening this to the foolish virgins, we see an 

inseparable truth about being watchful and hearing. In the sense that 

the response that we have with regards to the word of the kingdom. 

ii) Sown by the wayside – These are Christians who hear the word of 

the kingdom, but do not understand the message. Failure to do so 
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allows the enemy (Satan) to take away the message hence devouring 

that individual. 

1 Pet 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil 

walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 

iii) These individuals have the capability to understand the message, 

because they possess spiritual life, 1Co 2:13 These things we also 

speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy 

Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But they are 

not interested in any way to the message of the word of the kingdom. 

iv) Sown On Stony Places -20 "But he who received the seed on stony 

places, this is he who hears the word (of the kingdom) and 

immediately receives it with joy; 21 "yet he has no root in himself, but 

endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises 

because of the word (of the kingdom), immediately he stumbles. These 

individuals hear the word of the kingdom, they understand it and 

immediately receive it with joy. But they do not have sufficient 

foundation and haven’t started to make that journey to maturity. When 

tribulation or persecution comes, because of the word of the kingdom, 

they stumble as a result. 

v) Sown among thorns - 22 "Now he who received seed among the 

thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the 

deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 

This Christian hears the word of the kingdom, they understand it and 

even to the point of resisting the enemy. But the attacks keep coming 

unrelentingly. But this Christian pictured for us amongst thorns is 

drawn away by the cares of this world (this age), deceitfulness of 

riches that end up choking the word of the kingdom hence doesn’t 

produce fruit of it. 

vi) Sown on the good ground - 23 "But he who received seed on the 

good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 

thirty."  This individual hears the word of the kingdom, endures 

persecution & tribulation. This individual also overcomes the world, 

the flesh and the devil consistently. Eventually, as a result they 

produce fruit or become fruitful. This parable makes it clear for us 

that not all Christians will be fruitful and therefore not all will have 

part in the kingdom of the Heavens, just like the wise and the foolish 

virgins that day will become clear. 

 



4 
 

b)  Looking back then, we see that the wise virgins not only took their lamps, 

but also carried with them extra supply of oil, so as the lamp can keep 

burning. 

The oil represents the Holy Spirit. For us to continue being wise, we have to 

continually fill ourselves with the Holy Spirit, which is the word of God. 

Let’s look at the qualities that the wise virgins possessed: - Let’s take a 

 look at the book of Ruth to give more insight. 

 

Ru 3:3 "Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best 

garment and go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known 

to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 

Ruth is being instructed by Naomi (word) on how to present herself before 

Boaz at the threshing floor. 

i) Ruth is to wash herself, and this is the cleansing that takes place in us 

through the washing of the word – Eph 5:26 that He might sanctify 

and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

ii) Anointing for us would be a continual filling of the Holy Spirit that 

comes from the word of God by rightly dividing it. 2Ti 2:15 Be 

diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

Eph 5:18 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but 

be filled with the Spirit,  

We have to let the word of God dwell in us richly according to  

Col 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, 

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

iii) Putting on the best garment takes us to the wedding garment worn by 

the Bride of Christ as she awaits to becomes His wife - Re 19:7 "Let 

us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the 

Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready." 8 And to her it 

was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine 

linen is the righteous acts of the saints. The scriptures reveals to us 

that best garment is made by the righteous acts of the saints. We 

please God only through Faithful obedience to His word Ro 10:17 So 

then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

Heb 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of 

those who diligently seek Him. 
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Jas 1:25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues 

in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will 

be blessed in what he does. 

 

c) Eph 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His 

might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the wiles of the devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and 

blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 

darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places.13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able 

to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

 

i) As Kingdom believers, we have to constantly be aware of why 

the battle rages. The ultimate battle is about the change in 

rulership that is fast approaching. The battle we face is with an 

enemy within, the flesh (old man) which we’re born with and 

have to contend with for as long as we live. Through constant 

infilling of the Holy Spirit through God’s word, we keep 

strengthening the spirit man and at the same time subduing the 

flesh. The only way to be victorious is to constantly and 

consciously decide to arm ourselves with the word of God and 

to fully obey Him so that we are able to produce fruits worthy 

of entering Christ’s Kingdom and be able to rule with Him on 

the 7th day. Christians who have chosen to seek Him and His 

righteousness, will constantly encounter Satan’s attack through 

our old man/ the flesh. 

ii) Being constantly aware and the need to be strong in the Lord 

and in the power of His might, God’s made available for us his 

power as seen in 1Pe 1:5 who are kept by the power of God 

through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

This said, one is able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

iii) To take up the whole armor of God is a command given to us 

so that we are able to stand against Satan and his deceptive 

ways. 

 

d) Keeping this in mind then, that our archenemy’s (Satan) primary weapon for 

bringing our downfall is deception. He entices us to believe something other 

than that which God has said. That said then, it’s imperative that we take 

heed to all the things we have heard. Paul writing to Timothy in  1Ti 4:16 
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Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing 

this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

i) The word heed in this verse from the Greek language epecho- 

meaning, to have or hold upon, apply or to observe. 

ii) This then would mean for us, that we are to observe or pay attention 

to all the things we have heard – i.e the word of the kingdom. 

iii) And also applying the word of the kingdom in our daily lives- by 

being doers of the word and not hearers only as seen in - Jas 1:22 But 

be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

iv) Let’s note that our daily lives here means literally everything we do, 

be it our speech, our relationships, the things which we thought didn’t 

really matter, yet they could make us stand or fall -1Co 10:12 

Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 

v) We know that every Christian striving for the prize, remains under 

constant pressure from the world, the flesh and the devil to change our 

focus – to leave our first love. 1Jo 2:15 Do not love the world or the 

things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is 

not in him. 

vi) The enemy of our soul is determined to sway us and seduce us that we 

begin to drift away hence leaving our first love. 

vii) But should we choose to be admonished and inspired divinely by the 

word of God, then we’d never drift away. 

e) 2Pe 1:10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and 

election sure, for if you do these things, you will never stumble; 11 for so an 

entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

i) As we get to know the truth and be established in the truth of the 

word, but still should be constantly reminded of it because by doing 

so an entrance will be supplied to us into the everlasting Kingdom.  

ii) So, we see here that getting into the Kingdom of our Lord and savior 

is dependent on how we get to work on our salvation.  

iii) And according to Paul repetition is good, Php 3:1 ¶ Finally, my 

brethren, rejoice in the Lord. For me to write the same things to you is 

not tedious, but for you it is safe. It’s important we choose to continue 

and be ever mindful of God’s promises and not grow weary of them, 

patiently enduring. Php 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am 

already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which 

Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.13 Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those 

things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which 
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are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call 

of God in Christ Jesus.15 ¶ Therefore let us, as many as are mature, 

have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise, God will 

reveal even this to you. 

 

f) As believers of the word should we choose to obey the command Paul gives 

to the church in Ephesus will Overcome, Eph 6:13 Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. They will not be tossed to and fro by any wind of 

doctrine, they’ll not be distracted in any way, but will focus on the prize 

which is ahead. Re 3:21 "To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me 

on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His 

throne.  

 

g) As we conclude then, let us be reminded to continue to abiding in the things 

which we heard from the beginning. 1Jo 2:24 Therefore let that abide in you 

which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning 

abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father. And by so 

doing that entrance to the Kingdom will be supplied to us. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


