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Things to Come 

John 16:13 
However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all 
truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He 
will speak; and He will tell you things to come. 

Matthew 16:27 
For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and 
then He will reward each according to his works. 

In preparing for this message, asking the Lord for His Spirit to guide me on 
what I should share, the scripture in John 16 tells us clearly what the Spirit 
will speak and make known to us: things to come. 

There is nothing new that needs to be said for God has spoken. And if the 
Spirit is not going to speak on His own authority neither should we. What He 
hears from the Father He will speak and what the Father has said has already 
been made known to us in the scriptures His Word: 

Ecclesiastes 3:15 
That which is has already been, 
And what is to be has already been; 
And God requires an account of what is past. 

Psalms 119:89 
Forever, O LORD, 
Your word is settled (established) in heaven. 

What is to come? 

The next major event on God’s prophetic timetable is the resurrection rapture 
of the Church: 



1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 
with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words. 

Let us take note of and really think of the word always. We will ALWAYS be 
with the Lord. And if we are going to always be with the Lord we are not 
coming back to this earth. When the trumpet sounds in that atomos smallest 
particle of time EVERYTHING will change and we will be caught up to be 
with the Lord into His Day. Man’s day in relation to Christians, our day what 
we will have planned will be no more. 

Considering the title of our conference “Homecoming” we are coming 
HOME. A city of our own where we will no longer be strangers and 
foreigners: 

Hebrews 11:13-16 
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things 
declare plainly that they seek a homeland (one’s own country). And truly if 
they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. But now they desire a better, that is, a 
heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for 
He has prepared a city for them. 

This is the reason for our gathering this weekend together to discuss this Day 
that is rapidly approaching and is close at hand when our lives will change. 
To encourage and remind one another of these words. What words? We are 
going to meet our Lord in the air and when we do, we will always be with 
Him. 



Judgement Seat 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 
receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether 
good or bad (evil). 

Immediately following this event however, the first time we meet/see our 
Lord it will be as Judge. Let us allow that to sink in and remove any images 
we have had from our past or what WE may think that Day will look like and 
let the Spirit reveal, through the scriptures this actual event that will take 
place: 

Hebrews 4:12-13 
For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And there 
is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the 
eyes of Him to whom we must give account. 

I believe when we read this scripture our mind automatically goes to the 
written Word of God which is true it is living and powerful but let us 
remember that Christ is the Word made flesh to whom we will appear before 
to give an account of this word who He is. 

(The Apostle John picturing the rapture of the Church and he sees Christ 
depicted as Judge) 

Revelation 1:9-10 
I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and 
patience of Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word 
of God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ. I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 
Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of a trumpet (the same trumpet 
from 1 Thes.)…Revelation 1:12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with 
me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the 
seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to 
the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. His head and hair 
were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire (fire 



symbolic judgement, taking us back to Heb. 4, the eyes of Him to whom we 
must give account); His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, 
and His voice as the sound of many waters; He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp two-edged sword (the Word of God is 
living and powerful), and His countenance was like the sun shining in its 
strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. (the glorified Christ) 

Romans 14:10-11 
But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your 
brother? For we shall all stand (present, appear, yield) before the judgment 
seat of Christ. 

(We will all stand? Context is speaking to Christians) 

Romans continues: 

For it is written: 
"As I live, says the LORD, 
Every knee shall bow to Me, 
And every tongue shall confess to God." 

In that Day every Christian, those who have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ will give an account for how they conducted their lives here on the 
earth, actions done in their body whether good or evil. A judgement that will 
determine having entrance into and a position/life of rulership with Christ to 
rule the earth from the heavenly city for 1,000 years or will be turned away 
and denied that opportunity and condemned to a position of darkness and 
shame for that same duration of time 1,000 years. Loss of life to rule for an 
age. 

(Theses verses apply to Israel but to show us that all judgement for life for 
the age has been committed to the Son): 

John 5:26-29 
For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life 
in Himself, and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because 
He is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which 
all who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth—those who 



have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to 
the resurrection of condemnation. 

For Christians: 

Matthew 7:21-23 
"Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to 
Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out 
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' And then I 
will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness!' 

The Son of Man is coming to judge us according to our works. Not based 
upon how many scriptures we know or do we understand. What every detail 
in every type represents but how we have conducted and arranged our lives 
from that understanding producing either works/actions of righteousness or 
having not arranged our lives in accordance with what we knew and 
understood or even misunderstood what God had said producing works of 
lawlessness. 

Therefore knowing the enormity and seriousness of this unavoidable event 
that will determine our fate for the next 1,000 years, it would be wise for us 
to understand exactly what good works we are to be producing now so that 
we will not be part of those group of Christians found speechless and 
ashamed in that Day who hear those words,“depart from me I never knew 
you”. 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become clear; for the 
Day (when we present ourselves before Christ as Judge) will declare it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one's work, of 
what sort it is. If anyone's work which he has built on it endures, he will 
receive a reward. If anyone's work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he 
himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. 



Thankfully our God is for us and not against us. He has not left us in the dark 
but has given us His word as a lamp to our feet and a light to our path so that 
we may have boldness and confidence in the day of judgement preparing 
works beforehand for us to walk in, that we may obtain salvation and not 
experience His wrath: 

Ephesians 2:10 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. 

What are these good works prepared beforehand, how do we walk in them 
and where are they to be seen for us in the scriptures? 

Foundational Works Prepared Beforehand 

Genesis 1:1 
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

In beginning God created the heavens and the earth perfect and in order. 
Placing an angelic ruler over this earth to rule over it from the heavenly 
sphere associated with it. This angelic ruler however stood away from this 
position because of his aspirations to be like the Most High, was judged for 
his actions bringing that which he was to rule over into ruin and darkness: 

Genesis 1:2 
The earth was (became, because of the sin and judgement of Lucifer) without 
form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 

How long was it left in this condition of chaos and darkness is unknown but 
what we do know God did not and could not leave it there: 

Genesis 1:2a-3 
…And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God 
said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 

God began a restorative work of six twenty four hour days creating a man 
and a woman on the sixth day to replace the one who had previously 
disqualified himself, resting on a seventh day from all His work. Placing the 



man and the woman in a position to rule over this newly restored earth that 
was once in chaos and darkness: 

Genesis 1:26 
Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 
let them have dominion (rule) over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the 
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 
creeps on the earth.” 

Genesis 2:1-3 
Thus the heavens and the earth, and all the host of them, were finished. And 
on the seventh day God ended His work which He had done, and He rested 
on the seventh day from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed 
the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work 
which God had created and made. 

However, the previous ruler in order to retain his position deceived the 
woman and in turn she deceived the man introducing sin once again effecting 
all three parts of their being (spirit, soul and body) that were created in God’s 
image and likeness disqualifying them from their purpose for their creation, 
also bringing that which they were to rule over under a curse: 

Genesis 3:17 
Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat 
of it’: 

"Cursed is the ground for your sake;…” 

But thanks be to our God as the ruined earth following Lucifer’s fall, He did 
not and could not leave the man and the woman in this ruined condition 
having been the only creation, created in His own image and likeness. He 
began once again His restorative work but this time beginning first with 
ruined man and not the material creation following the same perfect divinely 
established foundational pattern He had previously set in restoring the earth 
that then was but instead of taking six twenty four hour days to redeem man 
back into the position of rulership He is again taking six days but each day 



representing one thousand years each in length ending in a seventh one 
thousand year period of rest: 

2 Peter 3:8 
But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

This is the way scripture begins, continues and to which all of time 
inexorably moves: 

Revelation 20:4 (the last book of God’s Word) 
…And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

(Share) 

In the six days of work followed by a seventh day of rest in the foundation in 
Genesis we see the works prepared beforehand for us to walk in. God 
knowing all that satan and man would do before the foundation of the world 
prepared works of redemption for man. Not our plan of redemption. God’s 
plan. For salvation is of the Lord: 

Genesis 3:21 
Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, and clothed 
them. 

This sole action of God clothing Adam and his wife in tunics of skin via 
death and shed blood parallel the light shining out of the darkness on Day 1 
in Genesis chapter 1. Picturing our own experience the moment we believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and His death and shed blood upon the cross. The 
Light of the world shining out of the darkness (as the earth that was without 
form and void) of those who are dead in trespasses and sins giving spiritual 
life to those who previously had none: 

2 Corinthians 4:6 
For it is God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ. 



This marks the beginning point of God’s restorative work for man. However, 
only man’s spirit has been made alive. He still possesses an unredeemed soul 
and an unredeemed body. There are still five more days of work that must 
follow this in order for man to be brought to completion, redeemed back into 
the image and likeness of God possessing a fully redeemed spirit, soul and 
body in order that he may rule to fulfill the purpose for his creation:  

Let them have dominion. 

Then God Said/The Words of the Christ 

This process of redemption begins FIRST and must continue through one 
means.  

Back to: 

Genesis 1:2-3 
The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then 
God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 

If we read from verse three down to verse twenty nine in the first chapter of 
Genesis it is the movement of the Spirit and the Word (God speaking) that 
enables a transformational work in the ruined earth to begin. Each day 
beginning with “God said” concluding in a 7th Day of rest. Likewise, in order 
for there to be any transformational work in our lives God must speak first.  

So what has God said? 

Romans 10:17 
So then faith (belief) comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

Remembering who is the the Word of God?  

Christ the Word made flesh. 



Hebrews 1:1-2 
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the 
fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the 
ages;… 

God has spoken to His people Israel through Moses and the prophets at 
different times throughout their history but in these last days He has spoken 
to us by/in the person of His Son. While Christ was on the earth the sole 
focus of His ministry was proclaiming the message of the kingdom of the 
heavens to the nation of Israel. Offering to them rulership from this heavenly 
kingdom over the earth in the place of Satan and his angels, conditioned upon 
national repentance. However the nation as a whole did not bear fruits/works 
worthy of repentance and the offer to rule from the kingdom of the heavens 
was taken from them and a nation was later brought into existence who 
would bear fruits/works worthy to rule from this kingdom.  

This offer is what is being spoken to us, Christians in these last days: 

Matthew 13:19 (Christ speaking to the Church before it came into existence) 
When anyone hears the word of the kingdom…(the kingdom of the heavens) 

What Christ proclaimed during His earthly ministry and now to us is NOT 
general but SPECIFIC and has an end goal in view. The SAME end goal we 
saw in Genesis of a Man and a woman ruling in the seventh day of rest. It is 
the Words of the Christ regarding His coming kingdom that are the means 
to the process of restoration for the Christian that we’ve seen in the 
foundation where “God said” that will bring this about. A process that will 
build the Bride for Christ to be taken out of His body (a calling out of the 
called at Christ judgement seat) and be presented back to Him as God on the 
sixth day removed a rib from Adam’s body and built his wife Eve, presenting 
her back to Adam for the purpose of ruling together: 

Matthew 16:16-18 
Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, 
for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in 



heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock (upon what 
Peter confessed/believed) I will build My church, and the gates of Hades 
shall not prevail against it. 

The Works of God 

John 6:28-29 
Then they said to Him, "What shall we do, that we may work the works of 
God?” Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of God, that you 
believe in Him (Christ the Son of the living God) whom He sent." 

In order for God to begin His work beyond our spirit salvation, the works we 
saw that were prepared beforehand in days 2-6, the belief that Jesus is the 
Christ must not only be believed but understood. From that belief and 
understanding we are able to produce righteous works of gold, silver and 
precious stones that will withstand the fire of judgement at the judgement 
seat of Christ. Any works apart from this understanding are works of our 
own righteousness producing wood, hay straw, and will be burnt up at the 
judgment seat and receive no reward.  

Romans 1:16-17 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 
For in it (the gospel of Christ) the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

It is only through the continual preaching and teaching of the gospel (the 
good news of the Christ) relating to some facet of His coming kingdom 
that has power to save our souls. Any other message about Jesus is 
power-less. Because in it, the continual hearing of the coming kingdom of 
Christ, God’s righteousness is revealed. Only then are we in a position to 
live by faith, walking and conducting our lives from faith to faith in the 
good works prepared beforehand fully pleasing Him: 

Hebrews 11:6 
But without faith (to the saving of the soul) it is impossible to please Him… 



This is what the Spirit has heard, declaring to those with spiritual ears to hear, 
taking what is Christ the Heir of all things, presenting and offering to us the 
opportunity to be glorified and rule with the Son. Typified in Abrahams eldest 
servant (a type of the Holy Spirit) searching for a wife for Isaac, finding 
Rebekah by a well of water and presenting the opportunity to go with the 
man to marry the Son. Rebekah understood exactly what was on offer to her 
(she believed) and made the decision to go: 

(Notice what was presented to her) 

Genesis 24:53 
Then the servant brought out jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, 
and gave them to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and 
to her mother. 

Genesis 24:58 
Then they called Rebekah and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" 
And she said, "I will go." 

And from the book of Ruth a type of the faithful Christian, we see the 
journey also ending in a marriage relationship. Ruth understanding exactly 
what was on offer to her, and what works were necessary for her before 
meeting Boaz on his threshing floor picturing for us the works necessary for 
us before meeting Christ as Judge at His judgement seat. 

(Naomi a type of the Word of God and the Holy Spirit giving instruction to 
Ruth as the Holy Spirit instructs us through the Word): 

Ruth 3:3 
Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and 
go down to the threshing floor; but do not make yourself known to the man 
until he has finished eating and drinking. 



Doers of the Word/The Pattern in Abraham 

James 1:21-22 
Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive 
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 

Going back to the foundation in Genesis, each time God spoke there was a 
movement/response of the earth. Once we have passed from spiritual death 
to spiritual life, we are now in a position to receive spiritual truth and respond 
to that truth governing our lives accordingly. We see this pattern exemplified 
in the life of Abraham the father of our faith and a type of God the Father. 
God appeared to and confirmed His covenant with Abraham regarding 
heavenly and earthly blessings, and his descendants possessing the gate of 
their enemies multiple times throughout his life. Paralleling days 2-6 in 
Genesis where “God said” ending in a 7th day of rest: 

Genesis 12:1 
Now the LORD had said to Abram: 
"Get out of your country, 
From your family 
And from your father's house, 
To a land that I will show you. 

Abram’s response to what God had said: 

Genesis 12:4 
So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. 

Genesis 13:14-15 
And the LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him: "Lift your 
eyes now and look from the place where you are—northward, southward, 
eastward, and westward; for all the land which you see I give to you and your 
descendants forever. 

Genesis 15:1  
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.” 



Genesis 22:1-2 
Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to 
him, "Abraham!" 
And he said, "Here I am." 
Then He (God) said, "Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

Abrahams response to what God had said: 

Genesis 22:6 
So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; 
and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them went 
together. 

Again this process of what God had spoken to Abraham was not general but 
specific just as the words of Christ and had purpose and an end goal in view. 
Each instance where “God said” to Abraham was related to heavenly and 
earthly blessings to be realized in the seventh Day. We see the power of God 
(the gospel of Christ preached to Abraham) working in his life. Abraham 
going from faith to faith, because he believed what God had said regarding a 
future heavenly inheritance aligning his life in response to God’s promises 
with his actions bringing faith to its goal. The seventh 1,000 year Day from 
Adam. The third 1,000 year Day from Christ: 

Genesis 22:3-4 
So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the 
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and saw the place afar off. 

John 8:56 (Jesus speaking) 
Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad." 



Works Bring Faith to it’s End Goal 

James 2:20-24 
But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son 
on the altar? Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and 
by works faith was made perfect (complete/finished)? And the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. You see then that a man 
is justified by works, and not by faith alone. 

Back in Genesis chapter 15 God spoke to Abraham promising him that his 
descendants would be as the stars of the heavens. Abraham believed God and 
his belief was accounted to him for righteousness but his belief was not made 
perfect/brought to completion until God tested and commanded Abraham to 
do the work of offering up Isaac typifying God the Father offering up His 
Son a completed finished work. Abraham’s works brought faith to its goal, 
the salvation of his soul.  

And because he had done this thing, not withholding his son his only son 
Isaac, he will have a seat, a position to rule in the kingdom of the heavens 
over the earth in the 7th Day: 

Matthew 8:11 
And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down 
(meaning to lay, lean back) with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven. 

Abraham will have Rest as God rested from all His work on the 7th Day.  

Jesus Christ the Word made flesh and Author and finisher of the faith for the 
joy/goal that was set before Him, learned obedience through the things which 
He suffered in His submission to the will of the Father fulfilling the works the 
Father had sent Him to do while on this earth leading up to the finished work 
of His death upon the cross: 



John 4:34 
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to 
finish His work. 

John 17:4 
I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have 
given Me to do. 

John 19:30 
So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And 
bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 

Because of His finished work of humbling Himself even unto death, like 
Abraham though having a name which is above every name Christ will be 
seated on His own throne highly exalted above those in the heavens and on 
the earth and under the earth:  

Revelation 3:21 
To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also 
overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 

Example of Paul 

1 Corinthians 9:27 
But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 
preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

Have you ever wondered how the Apostle Paul could have a fear of being 
disapproved at the judgement seat after all his accomplishments? His 
experience of being caught up into the third heaven to be taught by the Lord 
face to face revealing to him the mystery he was to take to the Gentiles? The 
epistles he wrote and his evangelistic ministry? It was because despite all of 
those experiences, he knew he had to finish his race with joy and that he did: 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I 
have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of 



righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that 
Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

Loving His Appearing 

Paul was able to finish the race, keep the faith because he loved Christ 
appearing. He believed and was fully convinced in that Day when he would 
present himself before the righteous Judge to reward him according to his 
works done in his body whether good or bad. He developed the same self 
sacrificial love that Christ had toward him and to us when He gave Himself 
for us in order that we may be seated with Him in glory. This self sacrificial 
love for Christ appearing is not just knowing Jesus will return but 
understanding our proper preparedness when it does and the consequences of 
failing to do so. It is a process of spiritual maturity, one we must all strive 
towards and continue to maintain. 

The Process 

Abraham was not fully obedient at first when God called him out of Ur of the 
Chaldees taking with him his father in law and nephew Lot. Lying not once 
but twice that Sarah was his sister to protect his life. Once before his 
encounter with Melchizedek and again after. The birth of Ishmael also after 
his meeting with Melchizedek. But he progressed from faith to faith over a 60 
year period of time to a point where when God spoke to him Abraham 
responded without hesitation. 

John 21:15-17 
So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of 
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” 
He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 
He said to him, "Feed My lambs.” 
He said to him again a second time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" 
He said to Him, "Yes, Lord; You know that I love You." 
He said to him, "Tend My sheep." 
He said to him the third time, "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?" Peter 
was grieved because He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" 
And he said to Him, "Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” 



Simon Peter spent 3 1/2 years with the Lord during His earthly ministry being 
taught by Him face to face the mysteries of the kingdom of the heavens. Was 
taken up with James and John on a high mountain and SAW Christ coming in 
His kingdom glory. Confessed that Jesus was the Christ and said if all were to 
leave Christ he would never and was ready to go to jail and die with Him. Yet 
after all of these things Peter denied knowing Christ even to the point of 
cursing. Faith had been tested but Christ prayed, as He does for you and me, 
that Peter’s faith would fail not: 

Luke 22:31-32 
And the Lord said, "Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he 
may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not 
fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren." 

Peter’s fond/affectionate love for Christ would mature and Peter would later 
pour out all of himself for His Lord as his Lord had done for him: 

John 21:18-19 
Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and 
walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your 
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” 
This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He 
had spoken this, He said to him, "Follow Me.” 

It was Peter’s and which must be our own, sacrificial death to self, body and 
soul that glorifies God and is required to follow Christ. And just as the 
examples we have looked at, Peter and those who do so will sit with Christ in 
His millennial kingdom glory: 

Matthew 19:28 
So Jesus said to them, "Assuredly I say to you, that in the regeneration, when 
the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who have followed Me 
will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or 
wife or children or lands, for My name's sake, shall receive a hundredfold, 
and inherit age-lasting life. 

Peter would later write about this process and it’s end goal: 



2 Peter 1:5-11 
But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to 
virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to 
perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who 
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he 
was cleansed from his old sins. 

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will 
be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 

For ourselves however, at this present moment we have not finished our race. 
We cannot as yet confess as Paul “Finally!” Or as Christ “It is finished!” We 
are still here, we have not gone home. There is still time for work to be done 
fruit to be produced and if we are not careful and hold fast to what we have, 
still the possibility of drifting away and leaving our first love, the love of His 
appearing and the establishment of His coming kingdom. Or maybe we have 
done so already. But it is still today, the door is still open and I pray you have 
heard His voice, our hearts were softened, minds were renewed so that we 
may all be partakers with Christ in that Day and not be turned away.  

We will be afraid when we present ourselves and fall before the Lord at His 
feet at His judgement seat, but I pray we hear those words as Ruth: 

Ruth 3:11 
And now, my daughter, do not fear. I will do for you all that you request, for 
all the people of my town know that you are a virtuous woman. (add to your 
faith virtue) 

And the words the Apostle John heard when he fell at Jesus’ feet as dead: 

Revelation 1:17 
…But He laid His right hand on me, saying to me, "Do not be afraid; I am 
the First and the Last. (The Author and the Finisher) 




