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Catholic environment focused on academic excellence, where students  
grow into disciples who know, love and serve our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
October 27, 2020 
 
Dear School Families, 
 
As you may know, in recent days Church of the Resurrection School has filed a legal 
complaint against the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
following their recent Order on October 5, 2020, requiring kindergarten through 5th 
grade students to wear masks in the classroom. We have taken this action after 
prayerful consideration, wide consultation with the school community, as well as 
diocesan legal counsel, and officially in conjunction with one of our school families. We 
are now writing to provide a fuller explanation as to why we’ve lodged this legal 
complaint.  
 
As a school community, our highest priority is the health, well-being, and happiness of 
your child(ren). Our school’s Safe Re-Opening Plan, published prior to the start of the 
school year, was carefully drawn up based on feedback from our families and in 
accordance with the MI Safe Start guidelines provided by the MDHHS. It was then 
reviewed and approved by the Office of Catholic Schools for the Diocese of Lansing. At 
every stage, we have been careful -- even cautious -- in our approach to COVID-19. 
Indeed, we have generally gone beyond the MI Safe Start guidelines, including our use 
of UV-C air purification inside the classrooms, shortening the length of the school day, 
and reduction of student contact with staff who also work in additional buildings. The 
result is that, so far, we have had zero cases of the virus among either teachers or 
students. Deo gratias. 
 
The general consensus among staff and parents regarding this new MDHHS mandate, 
however, is that it is overly burdensome to young children, is detrimental to their 
health, negatively impacts their education, and has little grounding in science as 
regards containing the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
By way of just one example, take the case of the youngest school-age child represented 
in the complaint, a kindergartner, referred to below as K.G.:  
 

• K.G. is particularly shy and quiet around those she does not know well. Wearing 
a facial covering impedes her ability to be heard, to socialize, and to engage in 
religious fellowship, and it impedes her ability to acclimate to new surroundings 
and new people. K.G.’s teacher has voiced concern that she is withdrawn in the 
classroom. 
 

• K.G. has difficulty with speech and has trouble pronouncing certain letters 
correctly. Wearing a facial covering exacerbates her struggles with speech and 
impedes her teacher’s ability to see her mouth so as to determine if it is in the 
proper position for correct pronunciation. 
 



• Due to her age, K.G. does not possess the fine motor skills to handle a facial 
covering properly. It is difficult for K.G. to keep the facial covering clean or even 
from falling onto the floor. As noted in the complaint, this increases the 
likelihood that bacteria and viruses could be present on K.G.’s facial covering or 
on her hands and skin. 

 
• K.G. finds her facial covering a constant source of distraction: she struggles to 

engage in the classroom and during Holy Mass, fiddles with it, takes it off and 
then puts it back on improperly, and loses attention and focus on her 
surroundings.  
 

• K.G. suffers from seasonal allergies for which she takes medication. The 
medication, however, does not eliminate all of her symptoms. Facial coverings 
negatively affect K.G.’s ability to breathe effectively. Her father has observed that 
after his children wear facial coverings, even on a very limited basis, the 
coverings have felt wet from saliva and allergy-induced sneezing or coughing. 
 

• Finally, the breadth and scope of the mask mandate is such that it would make it 
a crime for K.G. to meet with a friend from a different household outside of 
school hours to play if they do not wear a mask, even while meeting in the 
privacy of their own homes. 

 
From what we have consistently heard from parents, we know that the case of K.G. is 
far from unique. Indeed, many of you have told us similar stories and expressed similar 
concerns regarding your child.  
 
Yet, it is very difficult to fathom the scientific basis for the present mandate in terms of 
public health policy. The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has 
based its October 5, 2020 mandate on Executive Order 2020-185, which claims that there 
has been a “higher incidence of cases among children in recent months,” which requires 
“the use of masks in the classroom even for younger students.” However, the data and 
the science do not seem to support this claim. Consider the facts: 
 

• Younger students in grades K-5 have not contracted COVID-19 at a higher rate. 
Children in grades pre-school through fifth grade, to date, account for only 
approximately 2% of all COVID-19 cases reported in Michigan schools.  
 

• Currently, the State of Michigan has documented 5,816 cases of COVID-19 
associated with a school population. Only 151 of those cases arose from pre-
schools and elementary schools. 

 
• As of October 20, 2020, approximately 98% of documented COVID-19 cases 

associated with a school outbreak in the State of Michigan occurred in children in 
sixth grade through college.  

 



• Currently in Michigan, the data indicates staff working in-person have an 
infectious rate of 0.22%; the student rate is 0.03%. This data source is based on 
per 100,000 staff/students who are in-person for some portion of the school day. 

 
Further, the MDHHS Order seems to cut against the advice of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) on the matter of mask wearing by kindergarten through 
5th grade students. The CDC explains that facial coverings present challenges, 
particularly for younger students in early elementary school and especially students 
with special healthcare or educational needs, developmental or emotional disabilities, 
mental health conditions, sensory concerns, or tactile sensitivity.  
 
In fact, when children are socially distanced from one another while in the classroom, 
CDC guidelines do not even recommend facial coverings. Similarly, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and the United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
advise a multi-faceted approach to the use of masks for children from six years of age to 
eleven, based upon factors such as: the potential impact of wearing the mask on 
learning and psychosocial development in consultation with the child’s teachers, 
parents, caregivers, and/or medical providers; the transmission rate of COVID-19 
where the child resides; the ability of the child to appropriately use a facial covering; 
and the cleanliness and laundering of the facial covering.  
 
The Church of the Resurrection School submitted a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request to the MDHHS on September 30, 2020 to better understand the data used to 
make their K-5 mask decision, but we still have not received any documents clarifying 
why this decision was made. As we wait, we deemed it appropriate to seek clarification 
and protection via the legal process.  
 
We are, in fact, very reluctant litigants. Our sole motivation has always been the health, 
well-being, and happiness of our children. We simply want the freedom to continue 
with the COVID-19 safety plans we had developed in consultation with our one 
hundred Resurrection school families at the beginning of the school year. We also seek 
relief from any penalty we might pay for not complying with the K-5 mask mandate. 
We are very grateful for your support and prayers so far. It’s hugely encouraging to us, 
and we thank you. 
 
We hope that this letter provides some clarity and insight as to the school’s reasons for 
submitting this complaint. Please feel free to contact either of us by email if you have 
any additional questions or comments. God bless you.  
  
Entrusting all of this to the Lord with you, 

 
 

 
Rev. Steven M. Mattson Jacob Allstott  
smattson@corlansing.org jallstott@corlansing.org   
 
 


