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Helping You Save with the
Renew-A-Watt Program

Western Iowa Power Cooperative is on another round
of the green pricing program called “Renew-A-Watt”. This
voluntary program will add 1.7 cents per kilowatt hour to
what you pay today but locks you in at that rate for 10 years.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Western Iowa Power
Cooperative’s mission is
to enhance our members’
quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric
services.

No upfront investment
You will have a 100% renewable energy allocation through
WIPCO’s solar arrays
WIPCO owns, maintains and insures the arrays
You can cancel out of the program at any time
Fill out a Renew-A-Watt application and return it by September 30
Program starts November 1- new locked in rate will be reflected on
your WIPCO bill that will be mailed December 7

The chart on the left shows the difference in the residential
and Switch Makes Cents rates from 2012 to 2017. Subscribe to
renewable energy now to save on your future bills!
Get more details on this program, as well as other
programs and services available at your Cooperative by
contacting WIPCO’s Member Services Department. Stop and
see us at our Denison location at 809 Highway 39 North or
call the office at 1-800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943.
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Looking out for you...
COVID-19 Pandemic
Prompts Change in
Director Elections
and Annual Meeting

For the first time in the 24year history of Western Iowa
Power Cooperative, a global
Manager’s Message pandemic necessitated
the need to hold the 2020
director elections entirely by mail-in ballot and
in an effort to protect the health and safety of the
members and employees, the Board decided not
to hold an in-person Annual Meeting. Regular
annual meetings are a requirement of the
Cooperative’s Bylaws, so a taped presentation
of the 2020 Annual Meeting is posted on our
website at www.wipco.com and on our Facebook
page and features the reports of officers,
directors, and committees and director election
results.
In connection with the election of directors,
here are the election results as certified by the
inspectors of the election:

Harvest Electrical Safety Tips

Now is the time for farmers to reap the
rewards of a long and often tiring growing
season. When it comes to fall harvest, there is a lot
to get done in a seemingly short amount of time,
as shorter days and cooler weather can create
a sense of urgency. These factors, along with
today’s technology and large farm equipment,
can lead to serious accidents.
Overhead electric lines near end rows and
along roadways can also be a danger to operators
of large, taller farm equipment. Please remember
to keep equipment - and extensions - at least ten
feet away from power lines in all directions, and
we recommend the following tips to keep farmers
safe:
• Know where overhead power lines are
before you head out to the field and have a
District No. 1: Mike Friis
plan to stay far from them.
District No. 2: Louis Reed
•
Use a spotter when raising any equipment
District No. 7: Leroy Hight
such as augers, grain trucks, and even
District No. 8: Todd Brus
ladders, as it can be difficult to tell how
close you are to overhead power lines.
Congratulations to the winning candidates!
• Know what to do and have a plan if
The success of your Cooperative depends on the
you come into contact with an overhead
quality, knowledge, experience, and integrity of
power line. Do not leave the vehicle until
its directors and employees, and we appreciate
utility workers have cut off electricity and
your willingness to serve.
confirmed that it is safe to exit the vehicle.
True to our 2020 annual meeting theme,
Know what to do in the rare event the
WIPCO’s directors and employees are continuing
equipment catches fire!
to “power through the tough times” by working
• Always lower portable augers or elevators
to protect member-consumers and employees
to their lowest possible level--under 14
and continuing our mission to enhance your
feet--before moving or transporting them.
quality of life by providing safe, reliable electric
Wind, uneven ground, shifting weight, or
service. 19-01-2123
other conditions can make it difficult to
We are here to serve you, our membercontrol raised equipment.
owners. If you have any questions about the 2020
• Never try to move a power line to clear a
annual meeting and election or anything related
path.
to your Cooperative, please feel free to contact
our office at 800-253-5189.
Source: safeelectricity.org

What’s happening at WIPCO...

Smith Retires
From Board of
Directors

Gene Smith, WIPCO Director
serving District #1, hung up his
iPad on August 27 after 9 years
of dedicated service.
Gene was elected to
the Western Iowa Power
Cooperative Board in 2011. He
served as Assistant Secretary/
Treasurer from 2012 to the
present.
“It was a learning experience,
with new for me electric
cooperative lingo--almost like
a new language,” said Smith.
“Also new to me, were the
financial ratios unique to electric
co-ops with different formatting
of financial data.”
During his time on the
board, Gene obtained a
Credentialed Cooperative
Director certificate and attended
Board Leadership courses,
which focus on cooperative
industry and governance
knowledge. Cooperatives are
democratic organizations,
and Gene acted in the best
interest of the Members, setting

policies, making decisions,
and developing programs and
plans that help support the
Cooperative’s mission. Gene
believes in Grassroots advocacy
and attended many legislative
conferences, often talking with
elected officials about issues
important to electric cooperative
members.
Gene said he will continue
to help out aging in-laws, tutor
students in mathematics, serve
farm owner clients as a farm
manager, teach at the Iowa
School of Banking and have
more time to work with his wife,
Loraine, on their farm acreage
projects.
We will miss Gene’s
dedication to the members and
employees of WIPCO and wish
him the best!

Discover Ways
You Can Save

Even though there are factors
contributing to your electricity
bill that are out of your control,
there are things you can do to
help lower usage and make
things more efficient. Here are a
few things you can do:
Water Heating
Your water heater works
with many of your home’s other
systems. To help save:
• Make sure your water
heater is set at the lowest
point. Try setting it to
120°.
• Wash clothes with warm
water and rinse with cold
water.
• Avoid overfilling your
washer, which can
increase your energy use.
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Appliances & Electronics
• Purchase energy-efficient
products and operate
them efficiently.
• Use an advanced power
strip to reduce “vampire
loads”--electricity that is
wasted when electronics
are not in use.
Lighting
• Replace old bulbs with
light-emitting diodes
(LEDs). Although they
initially cost more than
traditional incandescent
bulbs, during their
lifetime they save you
money, because they use
less energy.
• Incorporate more
daylighting into your
home using energyefficient windows and
skylights.
Heating & Cooling
• Have your heating and
cooling equipment
checked and cleaned
annually.
• Change your air filters
monthly.
• Purchase ENERGY STAR
rated HVAC equipment to
help you save energy and
money on utility bills.
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Looking out for you...

WIPCO and CoBank Donate to Help
Support County Fair Associations

Mari Miller, WIPCO Office Supervisor (left) presents a
donation check to Curtis Sturgill, Monona County Fair
Association Board Vice President (right)

One of your Cooperative’s founding principals
is “Concern for Community.” While our main
focus is safe, reliable and affordable energy,
we want to give back and help our service area
thrive. One way Western Iowa Power Cooperative
(WIPCO) demonstrates that commitment is by
supporting programs that encourage youth and
adult education.
WIPCO recently partnered with affiliated
cooperative, CoBank, by providing cash donations
to benefit the Crawford and Monona County Fair
Associations and 4-H programs because these
organizations actively support community groups
such as 4-H, Extension, and other service oriented
agencies by instructing and educating youth and
adults. 41-01-14788
CoBank is a cooperative bank providing
financial services to agribusinesses and rural
power, water, and communications providers
in all 50 states. In July, WIPCO applied to
CoBank’s “Sharing Success” program. Sharing
Success matches qualifying contributions by its
cooperative customers to nonprofit organizations.
“WIPCO strives not only to provide value
to our Members but to improve the quality of
life in the local communities we serve,” said Jeff
Bean, WIPCO’s General Manager. “We commend
these organizations for the great work they do to
educate, promote, and showcase the agricultural,
business, industry and life of Crawford and
Monona County citizens of all ages.”

Stephanie Wiese, WIPCO Assistant Manager (left)
presents a donation check to Brian Brodersen, Crawford
County Fair Association Board Treasurer (right)

Before you buy another cheap
water heater...

Save your
energy!
Have you ever
bought the cheaper
brand and then
regretted your
purchase? Some
people have found
out the hard way-there’s a difference
between owning an
inexpensive water
heater and having
inexpensive hot
water.
If the idea of saving energy and money
makes sense, call us at 800-253-5189
and ask about Marathon Water
Heaters.
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Safety is a top priority...

One easy call gets your
utility lines marked and helps
protect you from injury and
expense.
Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You
Dig

Visit
call811.com
for more
information.

25% off furnace filters purchased now
through October 31st - no limit.
It’s that time of year again. Furnace filters should
be changed every month if using 1” filters and every
two months if using 2” filters. And don’t forget
to schedule a tune-up for your heat pump. Call
Member Services at 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943
for more information.

Stay Connected
to Western
Iowa Power
Cooperative
Have you seen our
Facebook page? Visit
www.wipco.com for links
to our Facebook site. It
is a great way to stay
informed about what is
happening
at your
Cooperative!
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Rebates to help you save money...

Rules and restrictions apply to some rebates.
Please contact Member Services at 800-253-5189 to validate eligibility before purchasing equipment.
www.wipco.com

2020-2021 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program

RECare - Members Helping Members

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always
extended a helping hand to those needing it.
In response to actions by the Iowa General
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a
program of Members helping Members.
RECare will provide funds to be distributed
by local community action agencies to help
pay winter heating bills and to assist in
weatherization of homes of low-income
consumers.
You may make a one-time contribution or
you may make a monthly pledge that will be
automatically added onto your monthly electric
bill. You may also make your contribution part
of a matching fund, if there is one established.
Your contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar
a month pledge will help others!
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Member Authorization Form

Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members and
contribute to RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check
is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to RECare. I
understand that this amount will be automatically added to my
monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.
The matching fund is_________________________________
Name:_____________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:_______
Account No.________________________________________
Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, PO Box 428,
Denison, IA 51442-2705

(USPS 9340)
809 Highway 39 North - P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442
712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655
wipco@wipco.com
418 East Iowa Avenue - P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040
712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725
wipco@wipco.com
www.wipco.com
Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171
Published monthly by
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809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within
these pages are two Member location
numbers. Find your location number in
this newsletter, call the REC office by the
20th of the month, and you will receive a
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.
The location numbers in the August
newsletter belonged to Elaine Nemitz and
Jerry Miller.

