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Who you gonna call??

Peak hours are the busiest times for Western Iowa Power
Cooperative, since many people are using electricity at the same
time. In addition, it costs your Cooperative more to generate
electricity when demand soars during peak periods--and the cost of
your electricity also may rise. Obviously, using less electricity during
peak periods can save your Cooperative--and you--money.
Here’s how you can help during peak hours, which generally are
the coldest winter days between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.:
• Shift household chores and activities away from peak periods.
For example: Wait to run your clothes washer, clothes dryer 		
and dishwasher until you go to bed.
• Turn the thermostat down when you are gone and 			
overnight. Heat only the rooms that you are using and 		
use ceiling fans in a clockwise motion to drive warm 			
air down and around the edges of the room.
• Use the most energy-efficient appliances you can find. For
example: Your microwave oven uses considerably less 		
energy than your stove or cook-top.

In late summer and early
fall, we see an increase in
construction and farm activity.
WIPCO has received a number
of requests for new and
upgraded services.
If you are planning any new
projects, expansions, or changes
to your electrical service,
please call our Operations and
Member Services Departments
as soon as possible so we can
meet your electrical service
needs. Who you gonna call??

1-800-253-5189

• If you’re buying a new appliance or electronic device, consider
energy efficiency. Look for the blue Energy Star label when
you’re evaluating different models. For more information
on rebates available for energy efficient products, visit our
website at www.wipco.com or call our office at (712) 263-2943 or
(800) 253-5189.
• Replace incandescent bulbs in your most-used light fixtures
with LED bulbs, which use less electricity.
Use the energy you need, but use it wisely! With your help, your
co-op can minimize peak demand which will help keep your electric
rates as low as possible.
Look for “Energy Star” labels
when appliance shopping.
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Looking out for you...
What Does Co-op
Ownership Really
Mean?

At Western Iowa Power
Cooperative, we often say
that those who receive
electricity from the co-op
Manager’s Message are also owners of the co-op,
but what exactly does that
mean? If you own your home or car, you have
the keys and can access your property any time
you want to. As a part owner of WIPCO, you
don’t exactly get a set of keys to the office, but
you do receive some great benefits.
One of the most important benefits of being
a co-op owner is that you have a voice in how
the co-op operates. Member-owners like you
democratically elect the co-op’s local board of
directors, who must also be member-owners.
These directors serve your local interests in
governing the cooperative.
If you attended our annual meeting in
August, you probably exercised your right to
vote as an owner. During the meeting, co-op
member-owners voted in director elections,
reviewed the cooperative financials and
discussed other cooperative business. You may
have had an opportunity to talk directly to co-op
staff and your board directors.
If you would like to learn more about serving
as a director, please contact the WIPCO office
at 1-800-253-5189, and make sure to attend our
annual meeting each year to exercise your right
to vote as a member- owner.
As a member-owner of WIPCO, you are also
accumulating equity in the co-op as you use
electricity each month. In fact, each memberowner has a capital credit allocation account on
file which tracks the credit or equity accumulated
each year. The cooperative is a not-for-profit
organization, but when we experience additional
income over expenses – referred to as profits or
margins – at the end of the year, we allocate that
extra money back to our owners in relation to
how much electricity each member-owner used
during the year. 27-36-3361

These funds are allocated to your capital credit
allocation account and returned to you over time
when the board determines that it is financially
feasible to do so. You may have received a capital
credit allocation notice from WIPCO in May which
detailed your specific account information. We
are proud to report that since April 1997, the total
dollars returned to WIPCO members and estates is
$4,703,916.
As an electric cooperative, Western Iowa Power
Cooperative truly belongs to the local communities
we serve and any profits are shared back with our
member-owners over time. While we can’t give
you a set of keys to the office, co-op ownership
does have its privileges!

25% off furnace filters
purchased now through
October 1st - no limit.
Filters should be changed
every month if using 1”
filters and every two
months if using 2” filters.
Call us at 800-253-5189
or 712-263-2943 for more
information.

Save energy, save dollars...
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Before you buy another cheap
water heater...

Save your energy!

We are pleased to announce
Mark Trotter’s recent promotion to
Foreman.
Mark graduated from North
West Community College’s
Power Line School in July of 2008
and joined Western Iowa Power
Cooperative as an Apprentice
Lineman in December that
same year. He received his
Journeyman/Lineman certificate
in 2014.
Congratulations, Mark!

Have you ever bought the
cheaper brand and then
been dissatisfied with your
purchase? Some people have
found out the hard way-there’s a difference between
owning an inexpensive water
heater and having inexpensive
hot water.
If the idea of saving energy and
money makes sense, call us at
800-253-5189 and ask about
Marathon Water Heaters.
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2018 Energy Trail Tours Educate Members

WIPCO’s member-owners
traveled to the Dakotas this
summer on two Energy Trail
Tours, offered through the
cooperative and its wholesale
power provider, Northwest
Iowa Power Cooperative
(NIPCO).
The tours, scheduled for July
11-13 and August 1-3, provided
member-owners a personal
journey to learn about electric
generation and meet the people
responsible for providing the
electric power that is delivered
to their homes, farms, and
businesses. Tours help to
demonstrate, first-hand, the
value of an electric generation
portfolio that includes coal as a
part of America’s energy mix.
Three days of experiencing
the passion, innovation,
and dedication of WIPCO’s
power providers helps to
educate members about
electric generation in a carbonconstrained world.
The 2018 tours showcased
generation facilities that
included hydro-power at the
Oahe Powerhouse and Dam
in Pierre, SD, as well as coalfired generation at Antelope
Valley Station in Beulah, North
Dakota. At Dakota Gasification
Company, located adjacent to
Antelope Valley Station, tour
participants learned about
coal gasification and the many
products manufactured through
this process. 43-33-15396
A tour of Coteau Properties’
Freedom Mine taught the
visitors about careful land
reclamation efforts that return
mined land to its original
purpose.

Tour 1: (L to R) Fred Blom, Brenda Blom, David Gress, Trish Gress,
Sharon Hansen, John Hansen, Lori Mentzer, Gene Mentzer

Tour 2: (L to R) Larry Sessions, Judith Sessions, Jan Deiber, Pamela
Rasmussen, Lloyd Deiber, Marty Rasmussen, Delores Riesselman,
Jerome Reisselman
Over the course of three
days, members learned about
rural electric cooperative history,
gained a new understanding
and pride in cooperative
ownership, and engaged with
other fellow member-owners.

If you would like to be a
part of this experience next
year, watch this newsletter, our
website, and our Facebook page
for the opportunity to enter the
drawing.
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Tips for a Safe Harvest

One easy call gets your
utility lines marked and helps
protect you from injury and
expense.
Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You
Dig

Visit
call811.com
for more
information.

Stay Connected
to Western
Iowa Power
Cooperative
Have you seen our
Facebook page? Visit
www.wipco.com for links
to our Facebook site. It
is a great way to stay
informed about what is
happening
at your
Cooperative!
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Energy Efficiency Rebates

• Ground-source heat pump - $3,000 per unit. Any type of ground source heat pump, with
or without desuperheater. New construction or replacement units qualify if they meet
minimum Energy Star requirements. Large ground coupled heat pump applications
totaling 10 tons or greater - $1,000 per ton.
• Air-source heat pump - $400 to $600 per unit based on Energy Star rating, if back up heat
is propane or natural gas. $600 to $800 per unit based on Energy Star rating, if back up
heat is electric. Large heat pump applications totaling 10 tons or greater - $400 per ton
if no backup heat or if backup heat is propane or natural gas - $600 per ton if backup
heat is electric. Systems must meet energy efficiency Energy Star specifications. New
construction, replacement and add-on units qualify.
• Ductless mini-split heat pump - $200 per unit. SEER rating must be 14.5 or greater. Must
provide the heating and cooling of the conditioned space. Rebate limited to 2 units per
single family dwelling or out building. Limit of 1 rebate per family in a multi-family
dwelling. Limit of 1 rebate for each leasable hotel room.
• Water heaters - 50 gallon = $300; 75 gallon = $350; 85 gallon = $400; 105 gallon = $500.
Must be 50 gallons or larger with minimum 90 percent energy factor. Converting from
gas to electric or new construction - free 50 gallon Marathon water heater or an 85 gallon
Marathon water heater for $500. All water heaters must be enrolled in the Switch Makes
Cents load control program.
• Building insulation - 30 percent of installed blown-in, spray foam, insulating concrete
forms, rigid styro foam panels and/or structural panel type insulation up to maximum
of $800 per building per year; qualifying building must have electric heat primary. This
insulation must be professionally installed by a registered contractor.
• Energy Star Appliances - clothes washers $50; clothes dryers, refrigerators, freezers,
dishwashers $25 each; maximum per member account $250.
• Central Air Unit - $100 per unit based on Energy Star rating.
• Window or portable air conditioner - $25 incentive per Energy Star unit.
• Appliance recycling - turn your clean, empty, and in working order refrigerator, freezer
or window air conditioner in to an approved and certified appliance de-manufacturer
and receive a $50 incentive per appliance (up to three appliances per calendar year).
• Lighting - Compact fluorescents, T-8 and T-5 bulbs: $100 per kW; Reduced wattage
metal halide low ballast lamps: $25 per kW; LED (light emitting diodes): $300 per kW the total lighting electric rating must be a minimum of 0.5 kW to qualify.
• Motors - New variable speed energy efficiency motors and qualifying soft start devices
installed in a commercial, industrial, or agricultural building: $40 per horse power up
to a maximum rebate of $5,000 per motor (seasonal applications are not eligible for this
rebate.)

Call 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189 and ask for the Member Service Department.

2018-2019 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program

RECare - Members Helping Members

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always
extended a helping hand to those needing it.
In response to actions by the Iowa General
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a
program of Members helping Members.
RECare will provide funds to be distributed
by local community action agencies to help
pay winter heating bills and to assist in
weatherization of homes of low-income
consumers.
You may make a one-time contribution or
you may make a monthly pledge that will be
automatically added onto your monthly electric
bill. You may also make your contribution part
of a matching fund, if there is one established.
Your contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar
a month pledge will help others!
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Member Authorization Form

Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members and
contribute to RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check
is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to RECare. I
understand that this amount will be automatically added to my
monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.
The matching fund is_________________________________
Name:_____________________________________________
Address:___________________________________________
City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:_______
Account No.________________________________________
Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, PO Box 428,
Denison, IA 51442-2705

(USPS 9340)
809 Highway 39 North - P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442
712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655
wipco@wipco.com
418 East Iowa Avenue - P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040
712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725
wipco@wipco.com
www.wipco.com
Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171
Published monthly by
Western Iowa Power Cooperative
809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442
Periodicals postage paid at Denison, IA
Phone: 712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
WIPCO Informer, PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442
Jeffery Bean, Executive V.P./General Manager
Mari Miller, Editor

“This institution is an equal
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within
these pages are two Member location
numbers. Find your location number in
this newsletter, call the REC office by the
20th of the month, and you will receive a
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.
The location numbers in the August
newsletter belonged to Gloria Maxwell
and Dave Wright.

