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 COOPERATIVE 
SOLAR IS NOW 

ONLY $600 PER PANEL.

The cost to install solar has fallen but our Cooperative Solar 
Program remains as strong as ever.  We are still offering you a full 
20-year program but at a new very low price.

WHY INVEST? 

Hedge rate increases Keep your Switch Makes Cents rate 

$0 maintenance costs $0 property taxes or insurance 

Bill credits carry to future months Full 20-year program 

Transfer to the new home or homeowner if you move. 

Achieve the payback you were looking for without applying for tax credits. 

All the benefits of solar without anything installed at your location. 

WHAT IF I ALREADY PURCHASED? 

If you invested in a past round of Cooperative Solar, this is a great 
opportunity to grow your investment with the purchase of additional 
subscriptions at the new low price. 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 

Stop at a WIPCO office or call 800-253-5189 .   There are a limited number of 

panels available at this price.  Do not miss out! Production credits will start 

November 1, 2021. 

One easy call gets your utility 
lines marked and helps protect 
you from injury and expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig Dig 
Visit call811.Visit call811.
com for more com for more 
information.information.



2 Looking out for you...

Manager’s Message

October 
is National 
Cooperative 
Month, and 
for the many 
different 

types of 
co-ops in 
the U.S., 

it’s the time of year to celebrate 
what membership truly means. 
You could be a member of a 
gym, a 4-H club, a food of the 
month club--the list goes on 
and on! But what makes being 
a member of a co-op different?

The simple answer to that 
question is that when you 
are a member of a co-op, you 
are also an owner. You own 
a stake in our business, and 
just like any stakeholder, there 
are many benefits to your 
membership.

What Makes Cooperatives Different
As a member of WIPCO, you 

have a say in the representatives 
who are elected to serve on the 
co-op’s board of directors. You 
have an opportunity to make 
your voice heard every year at 
our Annual Meeting. You get a 
say on policy issues your electric 
cooperative supports or opposes.

Our mission is to enhance 
our members’ quality of life 
by providing safe and reliable 
electric services. Sure, we think 
about expenses, overhead and 
other aspects of daily business, 
but when we have revenue 
left over, we send it back to 
you. Whether we return it to 
you in the form of a bill credit 
or a check--you benefit from 
your cooperative membership! 
Returning capital credits is one 
way being a co-op member 
matters. 33-06-2424

We engage with our 
members to do things that 
might otherwise seem 
impossible, like more than 85 
years ago when electric co-ops 
brought power to areas where 
other utilities didn’t find it 
economically feasible.

Today it means providing 
valuable programs such as 
cooperative solar, bill pay 
options, rebates, incentives, 
and supporting economic 
development efforts.

We hope you think of 
WIPCO as more than your 
energy provider, as we continue 
to find ways to bring value to 
your membership. When we 
think about membership, we 
think about all the ways we can 
give back to you--our members, 
and that’s what matters most to 
us!



3Generator Selection, Operation, & Safety
If you’ve experienced long-term outages from 

ice and wind storms, a standby generator may be 
on your shopping list. Purchasing one requires 
some careful consideration. A major question is 
do you need enough wattage to power your entire 
home or just parts of it?

Identify your electrical needs in the event of a 
power outage and calculate the number of watts 
needed. Generator specialists advise a generator 
that produces more power than all the equipment 
combined plus the initial surge when it is turned 
on. If you draw more power than the generator 
is designed to produce, you may blow a fuse on 
the generator or even damage your connected 
equipment when it is turned on. 

A portable generator can provide power to a 
heavy duty extension cord that can service several

Learn what you need to know for the safe operation of your generator. For 
more information, visit http://www.SafeElectricity.org

Tips for Safe Generator Operation:
Read and follow all manufacturer operating instructions. 

• Never connect a standby generator into your home’s electrical 
system.

1.  For a stationary generator - A professional should have 
installed an approved generator transfer switch, which keeps 
your house circuits separate from the utility.

2.  For a portable generator - Plug your appliances directly into 
the outlet provided on the generator.

• Set up and run your generator in a well-ventilated area outside the 
home--out and away from your garage--away from doors, windows, 
and vents into your home. The carbon monoxide the generator 
produces is DEADLY. 

• Start the generator first--BEFORE connecting appliances.
• Use a heavy-duty extension cord to connect electric appliances to 

the outlet on the generator.

small appliances and lights. To ensure safety, the 
load rating of the cord must be more than the sum 
of the power consumed by the appliances. Ensure 
the cord has a grounding prong and there is no 
damage to the coating and insulation of the wiring.

Do not plug the generator into a wall outlet 
because that creates “back feed”--feeding 
electricity back through your system and meter 
into the power lines, which jeopardizes the safety 
of linemen attempting to restore power --or anyone 
who may be near a downed or sagging line. 

Generators permanently wired into a home 
should be installed by a qualified electrician who 
will also install a transfer switch to prevent back 
feed. That device automatically separates your 
home system from the utility system. Notify 
WIPCO before directly wiring a generator into 
your home’s electrical circuit.

Set up and run your generator in a well-
ventilated area outside the home--out and away 
from your garage--away from doors, windows, 
and vents into your home.

WIPCO sells and installs Briggs & Stratton 
Generators. Call 800-253-5189 so we can help you 
determine the generator you need based off your 
usage and highest load potential and give you a 
quote on what your investment would be.  
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If you read WIPCO’s newsletters, bill stuffers, or 
follow us on Facebook and our website, then you 
probably know that WIPCO knows solar! WIPCO 
currently has three solar offerings:

• On-site Installation (available to members 
and non-members)

• Cooperative Solar (20 years of production 
credits for subscribing members)

• Renew-A-Watt (small increase in current 
kWh rate locked in for 10 years with 100% 
solar renewable energy allocation)

First and foremost, if you are considering a solar 
distributed generation system, talk to WIPCO 
at the beginning of your process. Some of the 
questions you should ask us:

1. Does WIPCO have a written policy for 
interconnecting my solar panels to the 
grid? Answer is YES! Following Iowa law, 
WIPCO has a policy and an interconnection 
agreement, which must be completed and 
approved before any distributed generation 
facility--such as a solar energy system--is 
connected to the Cooperative’s grid. Iowa 
law requires that the owner must provide 
written notice to the utility no later than 
30 days prior to the commencement of 
construction or installation of a solar array.

Ask the Right Questions Before Making a Decision on Distributed 
Generation (DG) and Interconnection to the Grid

2. Is a permit needed? Yes.  Check with local 
authorities to learn the requirements for 
obtaining a building permit and if there are 
local ordinances that may either prevent the 
construction of a solar array or that limit its 
size, location, visibility,  and setbacks. 

3. What are the inspection requirements? All 
systems are subject to inspection by a 
local inspection authority or the state of 
Iowa, depending on who has jurisdiction 
and an inspection by WIPCO to ensure 
safety to our crew. WIPCO may refuse to 
interconnect if we find that it is constructed 
or performs in an unsafe manner. 

4. What about property taxes and insurance? 
The property taxes on your home may 
change as a result of a solar investment. You 
are required to provide proof of insurance 
for the array. These costs will need to be 
included in your financial analysis. 

5. Will the solar array provide energy to your 
home during a utility grid outage? The 
answer would be no for most solar arrays. 
When the power grid goes down, the solar 
also stops producing. Inverters need a 
minimum voltage to produce energy. You 
would need a battery back-up for your solar 
array to store the energy being produced 
and be able to release it when the power 
goes out, and battery back-up systems are 
not common in our area at this time due to 
their cost and lifespan. Typically, a whole-
home generator is a better fit for the needs 
of our members.  

These are just a few of the very important 
questions you need to ask. WIPCO has an 
extensive list of questions you should be sure 
to ask before making a decision, and we would 
be happy to provide you with a copy of those 
questions. Connecting with our Member Services 
team early in the process is critical to the success 
of your investment. We’ll make sure you’re asking 
the right questions and provide straightforward 
answers so you can make informed decisions.

 Solar Panel

   Inverter

 Meter
Electric   
Box

 Utility Grid

  DC

  AC
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Interconnection 101: Federal 
Requirements
Electric utilities are generally 
required to:
1. interconnect with renewable 

energy generation facilities;
2. sell to renewable energy 

generation facilities on 
terms that are reasonable 
and non-discriminatory; and 

3. purchase from renewable 
energy generation on terms 
that are consistent with the 
utility’s avoided cost.

Avoided cost is the incremental 
cost that the cooperative incurs 
to generate or purchase a unit of 
power. 

Avoided cost and 
interconnection topics 
are addressed more 
comprehensively in the PURPA 
Title II Compliance Manual, 
co-sponsored by the National 
Association of Regulatory Utility 
Commissioners, the National 
Rural electric Cooperative 
Association, the American Public 
Power Association, and the 
Edison Electric Institute. For 
additional details, contact your 
local electric cooperative.

What is an Interconnection Agreement?  
BY ETHAN HOHENADEL

Some electric cooperative 
members may be wondering 
what an interconnection 
agreement is, when it is needed, 
and why it’s so important.

An interconnection 
agreement is a 
legal contract for 
the connection of a 
distributed generation 
facility--such as a 
solar energy or wind 
generation system-
-to your electric 
cooperative’s grid. Under 
Iowa law, an interconnection 
agreement must be in place 
for any such system. The 
agreement specifies the location, 
size, cost, manner of payment, 
terms of operation, and 
respective responsibilities of the 
cooperative and the distributed 
generation facility owner.

In Iowa, all electric co-ops 
must adhere to all applicable 
federal and state policies when 
working with a member to 
connect distributed generation 
to the grid. The interconnection 
agreement between the 
cooperative and the member 
is developed to ensure proper 
communication and protections 
are in place before connection 
of the facility to the grid. 
Consideration also is given 
to established requirements 
for installation, maintenance, 
metering, switching, liability 
insurance, and who is 
required to pay the costs of 
interconnection.

Electric cooperatives and their 

members must all adhere to the 
same basic set of guidelines as 
outlined by Iowa law. Those 
guidelines are adopted from 
the Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers 
standards, Iowa 
Electrical Safety Code, 
and the National 
Electrical Code.

To ensure your own 
safety and that of your 
fellow cooperative 
members and co-op 

linemen, and to comply with 
Iowa law, you must notify your 
electric co-op if you intend to 
install a distributed generation 
system. With any type of 
distributed generation system, 
maintaining the safety, stability 
and reliability of the overall grid 
is the utmost priority.

Because every cooperative 
system is managed locally and 
operates solely to serve the 
unique needs of its members, 
some interconnection forms and 
programs to buy back excess 
energy from the system may 
vary. What one cooperative can 
handle on its system in terms 
of size and type of system may 
be different than a neighboring 
cooperative. This also impacts 
the amount the cooperative 
pays the member for any excess 
energy that is sold back to the 
cooperative. 56-34-42883

It’s worthwhile to note that 
if you are considering a home 
distributed generation system, 
it’s a multi-step process and the 
interconnection agreement is 

Ethan Hohenadel is a regulatory 
specialist for the Iowa Association of 
Electric Cooperatives in Des Moines.

just one essential component. 
Your process should begin 
with talking to your electric 
cooperative, as you undertake 
significant analysis and fact-
finding, and then careful 
evaluation of the information 
that you learn in the process.
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Used Utility Poles Available--Free 
or For Sale Depending on the 
Condition of the Poles

Utility poles are a major component of 
WIPCO’s infrastructure, supporting our electric 
distribution lines that carry power to our 
members.

Western Iowa Power Cooperative uses a pole 
testing program to help ensure safe and reliable 
electric service.

WIPCO hires a contractor to test between 
3,500 and 4,000 poles each year and poles are 
tested on a 10-year rotation. Poles are checked 
visually on the outside and drilled to determine 
any internal decay. If the pole is determined to be 
in good condition, the pole is treated with wood 
preservative and the dirt is put back around the 
pole. If the pole is found to be defective, it is 
replaced.

Poles that do not pass inspection are disposed 
of and not worth recycling for other use but others 
can be reused for a variety of purposes.

WIPCO has a large amount of used poles free 
to the public or for sale to a WIPCO member. 
Please note that we do not deliver free salvage 
poles.

All used poles--whether purchased or free-
-must have a pole release form signed by the 
recipient. Pick up of poles must be scheduled 
ahead of time and during our normal working 
hours of Monday through Friday between 7:30 
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. WIPCO employees will not cut 
poles to smaller sizes in the pole yard, so be sure 
to bring a trailer long enough to store 25’ to 45’ 
poles.

If you are interested in free or good used poles 
for sale, contact WIPCO’s Warehouse Material 
Clerk at 800-253-5189. 
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809 Highway 39 North  -  P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442

712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655

wipco@wipco.com

418 East Iowa Avenue  -  P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040

712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725

wipco@wipco.com

www.wipco.com

Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171

Published monthly by 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative

809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442

Periodicals postage paid at Denison, IA
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“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer”

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. 

Hidden somewhere within these pages 
are two Member location numbers. Find 
your location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of the 
month, and you will receive a $25.00 
credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the September newsletter 
belonged to Melvin Graeve and Gary Moore.

(USPS 9340)

Old, uninsulated and improperly installed exterior 
doors can waste energy and money. Shut the door 
on wasted energy by weather stripping and sealing 
all exterior doors. If you have an old exterior door, 
consider replacing it with a newer, energy efficient 
model.
Source: energy.gov


