
Iowa Governor, Kim Reynolds, 
is shown speaking at the ground 
breaking ceremony for the Port 
of Blencoe, NEW Cooperative’s 
shipping and receiving port along 
the Missouri River.
The port is expected to annually 
accommodate 240,000 tons of 
soybeans, corn, dried distillers 
grains, dry fertilizer and ag lime. 
NEW Cooperative’s investment in 
a new supply chain option shortens 
the distance between the farmer and 
the overseas customer. 
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NEW Cooperative Breaks Ground on 
Port of Blencoe

On Wednesday, September 9, 2020, NEW Cooperative held a 
ground breaking ceremony for the Port of Blencoe along the Missouri 
River. The shipping and receiving port will be located 2.5 miles west 
of the Blencoe exit 105 on Interstate 29 in WIPCO’s service territory.

Once completed next summer, this 38-acre site will be the most 
northern active port on the Missouri River. The Port of Blencoe is 
expected to annually accommodate 240,000 tons of soybeans, corn, 
dried distillers grains (DDGS), dry fertilizers and ag lime and will 
have the capacity to unload, clean, and reload up to nine barges at a 
time.

“Through NEW Cooperative, the new port will allow western 
Iowa farmers direct access to world export and import markets,” 
Dan Dix, NEW Cooperative general manager said. “Iowa farmers 
need every advantage they can get. Years of low commodity prices, 
droughts, tariffs, and most recently the derecho have devastated 
Iowa producers. This project is designed to bring some much-needed 
help to an industry so vital to us all.”

Special guest speakers at the ground breaking ceremony 
included; Mike Steenhoek, Executive Director from Soy 
Transportation Coalition, Debi Durham, Iowa Economic 
Development Authority, Tammy Bramley, Monona County Board of 
Supervisors, and Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds.

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services. Story Continues on Page 3
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Manager’s Message

New Program 
Provides Utility 
Bill Assistance for 
Iowa Residents
In early October, the Iowa Economic Development 
Authority (IEDA) announced additional financial 
relief for residential consumers who have been 
financially impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Utilizing CARES Act funding allocated by Gov. 
Reynolds, this new program is designed to provide 
short-term relief to eligible electric, natural gas and 
water utility consumers who have faced significant 
hardship paying their utility bills for service 
provided between March 17, 2020, and October 30, 
2020. The details of the Residential Utility Disruption 
Prevention Program are now available at https://
www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/covid-19/.

And while we certainly missed visiting with you 
in person, we found ways to stay connected.

I tell you about all of these efforts not to boast 
about Western Iowa Power Cooperative but to 
explain how much we care about our members 
and employees––because we live here too. 

We’ve seen other local businesses rising to meet 
similar challenges during this time, because that’s 
what small communities do. While the challenges 
caused by COVID-19 have been daunting, I’m 
heartened to see how everyone is pulling together. 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative will continue to 
do what’s necessary to protect our members and 
employees while providing you with safe, reliable 
electric service – Power On!

Power On
As an electric cooperative, our 

top priority is always to provide 
reliable, affordable energy to 
you, the member-owners we 
serve. Because we are a co-op, 

our mission is to enrich 
the lives of our members 
and serve the long-term 

interests of our local service territory––and this 
mission has never been more critical than in 
recent months. One of the seven principles that 
guides all co-ops is “concern for community.” To 
me, this principle is the essential DNA of Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative, and it sets us apart from 
other electric utilities. 

October is National Co-op Month, and electric 
cooperatives across the country are highlighting 
the many ways we “Power On.” Keeping this 
theme in mind, I recognize the essential role we 
play in serving a special service area like ours. 

Who would have fathomed in March, that 
the COVID-19 virus would amount to a test of 
our cooperative and our nation? The changing 
circumstances due to the pandemic have created 
both challenges and opportunities. Over the past 
several months, we’ve all been challenged to 
operate differently, and WIPCO has stepped up to 
help our members and strengthen the safety net 
for our more vulnerable neighbors. 

As an essential service, and to ensure reliability 
of your power supply, we modified our 
operations to safeguard business continuity. Our 
line crews and other employees began working 
on staggered schedules to maintain separation. 
Some staff worked remotely. In the office, we 
limited and modified meetings and gatherings 
to allow for safe separation. We also adjusted 
our walk-in office availability and in-person 
service calls to ensure the health and safety of our 
employees and our valued members. In addition, 
we held our director elections entirely by mail-in 
ballot and modified our annual report and annual 
meeting. For the health and safety of everyone, 
we think these measures were the prudent course 
of action for the times.  44-34-30213
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Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds said NEW Cooperative is more 
than just a partner in the field. “With the addition of this port here on 
the Missouri River, as an innovator in moving grain to international 
markets, you’ll be instrumental in opening up an untapped world of 
opportunities for business and industries in this region,” Reynolds 
said.

Mike Steenhoek, executive director of the Soy Transportation 
Coalition, also spoke. Steenhoek said, “In my role with the Soy 
Transportation Coalition, it is our aspiration to decrease the 
number of logistical steps between a farmer growing soybeans 
and an international customer. This is an opportunity to decrease 
the number of those logistical steps that will translate into farmers 
receiving a greater economic value for the soybeans they produce. As 
a farmer-owned and led company, NEW Cooperative’s investment in 
a new supply chain option shortens the distance between the farmer 
and the overseas customer.”

The Port of Blencoe has the capacity to attract, develop, and 
retain business activity that brings a flow of revenue into Monona 
County that in turn generates income and other jobs through an 
economic multiplier effect. Dix said NEW Cooperative’s goal is to 
load barges late this fall and start upstream deliveries in the spring 
of 2021. Upstream shipments of fertilizers, aggregates, and other 
commodities will arrive into the site to be stored and marketed 
through wholesale partners as well as NEW’s customers.

“I believe this Port has the potential to grow into a sizable engine 
of economic growth for area industries and their surrounding 
communities. The over the fence opportunities this 38 acre site offers 
are endless,” said Dix.
About NEW Cooperative, Inc. - NEW Cooperative, Inc is a farmer-owned grain, agronomy, energy, and 
feed cooperative with 40 locations throughout the western and northwest region of Iowa. In addition 
to their continually strong grain services, NEW Cooperative operates 6 feed mills and offers fertilizer 
and seed resources through a professional staff and quality facilities. Further agronomic opportunities 
in soil mapping, site-specific field management and precision technology services are offered through 
their Precision Ag department. The service and solutions found at NEW Cooperative demonstrate that 
they continue to be an innovative and efficient provider for today’s agriculture producer.

Continued from page 1: NEW Cooperative project has potential of 
economic growth for area industries and surrounding communities

Mike Friis
District 1 Director

Welcome New 
District 1 Director 

At the director elections held 
on August 27, 2020, Mike Friis 
was elected to serve a three-year 
term on the Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative Board of Directors 
representing District 1.

Mike and his wife, Linda, live 
south of Sloan in Lake Township. 
He is retired after working 27 
years in the cooperative system 
as location manager for Western 
Iowa Cooperative and NEW 
Cooperative, where he was 
in charge of the day-to-day 
operations at the Blencoe and 
Onawa locations.

In his spare time, Mike enjoys 
golf, fishing, and travel. 

Have you seen our 
Facebook 
page? Visit  
www.wipco.com 
for links to our 
Facebook site. 
It is a great 
way to stay informed 
about what is happening 
at your Cooperative!
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Western Iowa  
Power Cooperative 

Bid Deadline 

10-16-20 
2002 International 

Hi-Ranger Bucket 

For Sale by Sealed Bid 

Sealed Bid 
Sealed bids will be accepted 

at WIPCO offices in Denison 

and Onawa, or by mail, till       

4 p.m. on October 16th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mail bids to: 
 

WIPCO 
P.O. Box 428 

Denison, IA 51442 

• Sold as is 
 

• 4x4 Diesel 
 

• 197,000 miles 
 

• Minimum bid of $5,000 
 

• Highest bidder will be 
awarded.  
 

• WIPCO reserves the right to 
refuse any or all bids. 
 

• Payment due within 3 business 
days of winning notice. 

 

 
800-253-5189 

View by appointment only 

Used Utility Poles Available-
-Free or For Sale Depending 
on the Condition of the Poles

Utility poles are a major 
component 
of WIPCO’s 
infrastructure, 
supporting 
our electric 
distribution 
lines that carry 
power to our 
members.

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative uses a pole testing 
program to help ensure safe and 
reliable electric service.

WIPCO hires a contractor to 
test between 3,500 and 4,000 
poles each year and poles are 
tested on a 10-year rotation. 
Poles are checked visually on the 
outside and drilled to determine 
any internal decay. If the pole 
is determined to be in good 
condition, the pole is treated 
with wood preservative and 
the dirt is put back around the 
pole. If the pole is found to be 
defective, it is replaced.

Poles that do not pass 
inspection are disposed of and 
not worth recycling for other use 
but others can be reused for a 
variety of purposes.

WIPCO has a large amount of 
used poles free to the public or 
for sale to a WIPCO member. 
Please note that we do not 
deliver free salvage poles.

If you are interested in free or 
good used poles for sale, contact 
WIPCO’s Warehouse Material 
Clerk at 800-253-5189. All used 
poles--whether purchased or 
free--must have a pole release 
form signed by the recipient. 
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Thank you to the participants 
of our 2020 Coloring Contest! 
Pictured below are some 
of the winners with their 
prizes. It’s great to see their 
smiling faces :-) 

 

Bid Deadline 

10-16-20 

 

800-253-5189 
View by appointment only 

2002 International 
Altec Digger Derrick 

For Sale by Sealed Bid 

Sealed Bid 
Sealed bids will be accepted 

at WIPCO offices in Denison 

and Onawa, or by mail, till       

4 p.m. on October 16th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Western Iowa  
Power Cooperative 

 

Mail bids to: 
 

WIPCO 
P.O. Box 428 

Denison, IA 51442 

• Sold as is 
 

• 4x4 Diesel 
 

• 167,000 miles 
 

• Minimum bid of $5,000 
 

• Highest bidder will be 
awarded.  
 

• WIPCO reserves the right to 
refuse any or all bids. 
 

• Payment due within 3 business 
days of winning notice. 

 



6 Interested in a Standby Generator?

A Briggs & Stratton Standby Generator turns on within seconds 

of a power outage – protecting your home and family from the 

expense and inconvenience caused by interruptions. Because life 

doesn’t stop when the power goes out.

www.powernow.com

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE

MORE LIFE. 
LESS DISRUPTION.

 EVITAREPOOC REWOP AWOI NRETSEW
HTRON 93 YWH 908  

NOSINED  , AI  24415   ASU
 9815.352.008

Sometimes, power outages are predictable -- 
they occur during or following a major storm, like 
a tornado or ice storm. Power outages can be fairly 
disruptive and in some cases, they can cost you 
money. 

Imagine you’re a homeowner whose power goes 
out and stays out for days. Goodbye, fridge and 
freezer contents.  20-36-2778

With a backup generator, you’ll be able to power 
some or all of your property so you’re able to live or 
work more comfortably until your power is restored.

Western Iowa Power Cooperative sells and installs 
Briggs & Stratton Generators. We can help you 
determine what size generator you would need based 
off your usage and highest load potential and give 
you a quote on what your investment would be.  Call 
WIPCO’s member service department for details!



72020-2021 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program

 National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month highlights the 
importance of keeping connected 
devices safe and secure from 
outside influence. With more 
people spending time at home due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, now 
more than ever before, connected 
devices are an integral part of 
how we communicate and access 
services essential to our well-
being. Data collected from these 
devices can include highly-specific 
information about a person or 
business, which can be exploited by 
bad actors for criminal gain. 

Visit staysafeonline.org for 
tips and resources on protecting 
your on-line devices.



809 Highway 39 North  -  P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442
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wipco@wipco.com

418 East Iowa Avenue  -  P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040

712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725

wipco@wipco.com

www.wipco.com

Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171
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“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.”

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
September newsletter belonged to Neil 
Boettger and Barb Bielenberg.

(USPS 9340)


