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services.
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Planning Underway for District & Annual Meetings

Offices Closed

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative warehouses 
& offices will be closed 
Monday, the 4th of July, 
for Independence Day.

Call 800-253-5189 
for outages or other 
emergencies. Have a safe 
and enjoyable holiday!

WIPCO’s District Meeting will be held Tuesday, August 23 at The 
Stables at Copper Ridge in Denison, and the Annual Meeting will be 
held Thursday, August 25, at the Onawa Community Center.

As we did last year, all members will receive a ballot for Director 
elections in Districts 4, 9 and 10. Please watch for your official 
WIPCO election ballot to be mailed to you in July. Each member 
is entitled to one (1) vote. Also included in the mailing will be an 
Official Notice of the Annual Meeting, director candidate profiles, 
a ballot envelope and a return envelope to be mailed or returned to 
one of our office locations. 42-02-19174

All ballots returned by close of business (4:00 p.m.) on August 18, 
2022, will receive a $10 bill credit and be eligible in the drawing for 
an electric grill and bill credits in amounts up to $50. If your ballot 
isn’t received by close of business on August 18, you can still return 
your ballot up to and including the day of the meeting; however, 
you won’t be eligible for the bill credit or the special drawings so we 
encourage you to vote early.

The 2021 Annual Report will again be made part of the August 
Informer newsletter. We will post Director election results to our 
website and Facebook page following the meeting.

A catered meal prepared by Staley’s Food Service, Inc. will be 
served from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at both events.

Kids activities (including our kids’ coloring contest), special booth 
areas, and an EV car show are being planned, so be watching for 
more details on that in the July Informer. 

Wanted: WIPCO consumer-
members who own electric 
(EV) or hybrid vehicles

As a way to help increase EV 
awareness, WIPCO plans to have 
special areas featuring electric 
and hybrid vehicles at both the 
District Meeting and the Annual 
Meeting. If you own either an 
electric or hybrid vehicle and 
would like to participate in our 
“EV car show,” please contact 
our office at 800-253-5189 or via 
e-mail to wipco@wipco.com. 

EV and hybrid owners will be 
on hand to answer questions and 
show off their cars.

Help us increase awareness 
and share your knowledge 
and experiences with other 
consumer-members. 
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Marcus Rihner, 
Executive Vice President 

& General Manager

As an electric cooperative, 
WIPCO looks to the seven 
cooperative principles as our 
guide to ensure our members’ 
interests always take priority 
when we make decisions 

or develop policies. We 
apply the standards of the 
cooperative principles when 
setting rates, developing 
energy efficiency programs 

and services, partnering with our communities on 
economic development projects, and operating a 
financially sound business strategy, to name just a 
few applications.

We will continue our series on the seven 
cooperative principles with a closer look at the 
fourth principle: autonomy and independence.

Autonomy and Independence - Cooperatives are 
autonomous, self-help organizations controlled 
by their members. If they enter into agreements 
with other organizations, including governments, 
or raise capital from external sources, they do 
so on terms that ensure democratic control by 
their members and maintain their cooperative 
autonomy.

 This principle can be broken down into two 
parts. The first part, autonomy, refers directly to 
the concept of self-government. Cooperatives like 
WIPCO operate in a manner that is solely directed 
and guided by its members, who are represented 
by an elected board of directors (all of whom 
are also WIPCO members). This governance 
model allows WIPCO to reflect the values and 
respond to the needs of our local communities 
more effectively, as those entrusted to govern the 
cooperative live and often work in these same 
communities.

The concept of independence has multiple 
facets. One aspect of the independence of 
cooperatives like WIPCO is that cooperatives 
are free from outside control. As private, not-
for-profit entities, cooperatives are able to make 
decisions independently of any governments, 

The Value of Your Co-op: It Starts with Principles
investors, or non-local shareholders. Instead, our 
cooperative is led by the local members we serve.

WIPCO’s independence also means that we are 
not inherently reliant on any other organizations. 
We do have many partnerships with other 
organizations, including those with lenders, 
suppliers, vendors, contractors, local schools and 
agencies, and state and national organizations 
(among many others). However, these are all 
entered into in a mutually beneficial manner, and 
all for the purpose of better serving our members.

WIPCO’s mission of enhancing our members’ 
quality of life by providing safe and reliable 
electric service goes hand-in-hand with our 
autonomy and independence. Our self-governed 
structure and lack of inherent reliance on any 
outside entities allows us to focus entirely on 
our members--another shining example of the 
cooperative difference!

70% of Lightning Fatalities  
OCCUR JUNE THROUGH AUGUST

Take extra care when enjoying outdoor sporting events and activities when 
weather turns threatening. If you hear thunder, lightning is close enough 
to pose an immediate threat. That is why the National Weather Service 
advises: “ When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!”  Lightning can strike up to 
ten miles away from rain, even if you don’t see clouds. 

Safe Electricity urges everyone to understand the importance of lightning 
awareness and how to stay safe. Learn more at SafeElectricity.org
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Not Every Day is a Good Day for Burning
While we understand that 

a “controlled burn” is used 
for various reasons, including 
vegetation management and 
weed management, we caution 
that a controlled burn can 
quickly become an uncontrolled 
one.  

If the area you choose to burn 
is near a utility pole or if it 
spreads more quickly and farther 
than you thought it might, 
your controlled burn could get 
expensive. 

Fire damage to a power pole 
is usually evident by blackening 
and scorch marks, but even slight 
discoloration can cause serious 
problems. In some cases, the pole 
can look like it has little damage 
on the outside, all the while 
burning from the inside out.

In all cases the result is 
the same: the utility pole is 
compromised and will most 
likely need to be replaced, 
compliments of the person who 
started the burn. The fees passed 
on to the person who caused it 
are substantial--usually in the 
thousands of dollars. 08-03-1010

The damage could also 
cause a power outage or other 
serious service issues including 
energized lines falling near or on 
the ground, creating a potentially 
deadly situation.

So what can you do to prevent 
burn-related damage to a power 
pole?

1. Plan your burn before you 
begin.

2. Check the forecast for 
weather conditions, such 
as wind direction and 
speed, as well as humidity 

(as a general rule, relative 
humidity should be 40 
percent or higher).

3. If there are power poles in 
the planned burning area, 
clear all vegetation and 
weeds at least four feet 
around the base of the pole.

4. Wet the base of the pole 
with water before beginning 
your burn.

If your fire gets out of control, 
gets too close to a power pole, 
or if the pole catches on fire, call 
9-1-1 and Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative at 800-253-5189. 
Once a fire breaks out, NEVER 
spray water near the pole, 
power lines, or any other utility 
equipment. Electricity and water 
do not mix, and you could cause 
a short circuit that could cause 
serious injury or death.

Always follow state and 
local open burning laws. To 
inquire about controlled burns 
(aka prescribed fire) near 
power lines, contact WIPCO’s 
Operations Department. For 
more information about electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org or 
our website www.wipco.com. 

ATTENTION 
IRRIGATORS:

If you have an irrigation 
service and the service is on the 
load control rate (shuts off the 
system when NIPCO deems 
necessary), you will receive an 
e-mail and/or text notification 
when the system is being 
controlled. If you have not 
provided WIPCO with your 
e-mail address and/or cell 
phone number, and you would 
like to receive load control 

information via 
e-mail 
and/
or text, 
please 

contact our office. 
Those irrigators on the load 

control rate (shuts off the 
system when NIPCO deems 
necessary) will no longer 
have the option of calling the 
answering machine access 
number to get load control 
information. 

If you have other questions 
pertaining to irrigation 
services, please call our office, 
712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189.

To help stay safe and prevent accidents, call 8-1-1 before you dig to get underground 
utilities marked.

CALL BEFORE

YOU DIG

To help stay safe and prevent accidents, call 
8-1-1 before you dig to get underground 
utilities marked.

For More Information on Digging Safety 
Visit SafeElectricity.org
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Do you know someone in 
our community who deserves 
to be recognized for making 
a difference? Nominate them 
for our Shine the Light contest 
by June 30 and they could win 
$2,000 for their local charity or 
nonprofit.

“We’re really excited to 
participate in this statewide 
effort to celebrate our 
cooperative commitment 
to community,” remarked 
Marcus Rihner, Executive Vice 
President & General Manager. 
“There are many volunteers 
throughout our service area 
who deserve to be recognized.”

Sponsored by the Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives of Iowa, 
this contest debuted last year 
and celebrates the people 
who make our communities 
better. Three winners will be 

Shining the Light on Community 
Volunteers in June

announced in September 
and each will receive a 
$2,000 donation for their 
charity or nonprofit. 
The winners will also be 
featured in the September 
issue of Iowa Electric 
Cooperative Living magazine.

How to Nominate
Consumer-Members and 

employees of Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives are eligible to 
nominate local volunteers. 
If you receive electricity 
from Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative, you’re a co-
op consumer-member, 
and we encourage you to 
nominate someone who is 

making a positive impact in the 
community. 

The volunteer being 
nominated does not need to 
be a co-op consumer-member. 
Minors may be nominated with 
consent from their parents or 
legal guardians.

Go to www.
IowaShineTheLight.com by 
June 30 to make a nomination 
and to review the contest 
rules. Nominators will need to 
provide contact information 
and answer this question in 
500 words or less: How has 
your nominee made a positive 
difference in the community 
and why do they deserve to be 
recognized? 

Help us shine the light on our 
community volunteers; make a 
nomination by June 30!

Volunteers Making 
Positive Impacts

Concern for Community is 
one of the seven cooperative 
principals. At WIPCO, that 
extends to the employees that 
work to keep power flowing.

Because we are a co-op, 
volunteerism and giving back 
are a part of who we are. 
Several of our line workers are 
volunteer firefighters and first 
responders, putting their lives 
at risk to help others. Other 
employees coach youth sports, 
assist with school activities, and 
serve on local church, civic, and 
development boards.

We thank them all for what 
they do to make a difference!

Congratulations to the Onawa VFD 
on receiving the Hurst Jaws of Life 
Green Cross award for their life 
saving rescue action last December 
on a single car accident northwest of 
Onawa on Highway K42. Chris Merritt 
(top, far left) works for WIPCO as a 
journeyman lineman. We are proud of 
Chris’ volunteer efforts and thank him, 
and all volunteers, for their service!



5Grain Bin Clearance Notice
When you start to plan for a new grain 

bin or move an existing one, please 
contact WIPCO.

WIPCO and Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for 
everyone working and living around grain 
bins.  The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain bins, 
with different standards for those filled by 
portable and permanent augers, conveyors 
and elevators.

The attachment to this article shows a 
drawing of the specific clearances required 
for both scenarios. If you have any questions 
concerning the drawings, please contact 
WIPCO. 

According to the Iowa Electric Safety Code 
found in Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 
199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility may refuse 
to provide electric service to any grain bin 
built near an existing electric line which 
does not provide the clearances required by 
the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI)C2-2017 “National Electrical Safety 
Code,” Rule 234F. This paragraph “b” shall 
apply only to grain bins loaded by portable 
augers, conveyors or elevators and built after 
September 9, 1992, or to grain bins loaded by 
permanently installed augers, conveyors, or 
elevator systems installed after December 24, 
1997. (As adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board) 

WIPCO is required by the Iowa Utilities 
Board to provide this annual notice to 
farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, 
and city and county zoning officials.  If you 
have any questions concerning clearance 
regulations, please call the Cooperative. 

Disclaimer:  These drawings are provided as part of 
Iowa electric cooperatives’ annual public information 
campaign and are based on the 2017 Edition of the 
National Electrical Safety Code.  To view the actual 
drawings, refer to that publication.  Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents for these 
drawings. However, the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives and its member cooperatives accept no 
liability whatsoever for omissions or errors, technical 
inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or damages of 
any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.
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SECURITY LIGHT OPTIONS
Two LED security light options are available - 
Co-op Owned or Member Owned

Contact the Member Services Department 
at 800-253-5189 and ask to speak with 
one of our energy experts about available 
security light options.

1.  48 Watt LED - Co-op owned light:
• $4.75 monthly maintenance fee on your bill
• Kilowatt hours used are charged to your bill
• 48-watt LED light
• If existing member-owned pole, no installation fee
• Repairs covered under maintenance fee
• Current maintenance agreement subscribers will be switched 

out to LED as failures of the 100-watt high pressure sodium 
light occur

Members can also own their own LED light:

2.  48 Watt LED - Member owned light:
• Approximately $200 one-time fee to purchase light
• Member pays installation fee
• Kilowatt hours used are charged to your bill
• 48-watt LED light
• 10-year warranty 
• Member pays for repairs
• Uses 52% less electricity than your current 100 watt bulb, 

potential savings of $50 per year

Nothing disrupts the flow of 
family life like a power outage.

A Briggs & Stratton ® Standby 
Generator protects your home 
and family from the expense 
and inconvenience caused by 
interruptions.

• Turns on automatically within 
seconds of an outage

• Powers select circuits or your 
entire home

• Reliable Briggs & Stratton 
engine technology you can 
depend on

• Backed by the best 72-month 
limited warranty*

Automatic backup power 
because life doesn’t stop when 
the power goes out.

*Available on Fortress models 
only Warranty details available at 

briggsandstratton.com



7Make Some Smart Choices ... 

Smart Choices is a FREE, 
monthly newsletter digest that 
is emailed directly to your 
inbox from Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative. Articles 
feature local news from your 
Cooperative, electric safety 
information, and energy 
efficiency tips to help you save 
money!

Become a new subscriber to Smart Choices 
and receive a one-time $10 bill credit from 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative!



809 Highway 39 North  -  P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442

712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655

wipco@wipco.com

418 East Iowa Avenue  -  P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040

712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725

wipco@wipco.com

www.wipco.com

Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171

Published monthly by 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative

809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442

Periodicals postage paid at Denison, IA
Phone: 712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
WIPCO Informer, PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442

Marcus Rihner, Executive V.P./General Manager
 Mari Miller, Editor

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer”

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. 

Hidden somewhere within these pages 
are two Member location numbers. Find 
your location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of the 
month, and you will receive a $25.00 
credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the May newsletter belonged to 
Adam Kragel and Vincent Orr.

(USPS 9340)

If you’re looking to add smart technology to your home, consider smart 
plugs. Smart plugs are inexpensive and can be used to control lighting 
and other electronic devices through a smart phone app.

With smart plugs, you can conveniently manage lighting, home office 
equipment, video game consoles and more. By powering off unused 
devices when you’re away, you can save energy (and money!).
Source: energystar.gov


