
What’s inside...
Message from the Manager 2
Shine the Light Contest 3
Security Light Options 4
Beat the Heat & Save Energy 5
Home Energy Efficiency Thoughts 6
Grain Bin Clearance Notice 7
$25 Credit--Find Your Location # 8

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

Offices Closed

Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative 
warehouses & 
offices will be 
closed Monday, 
the 5th of July for 
Independence Day.

Have a safe and 
enjoyable holiday!

June 
2021
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No. 88

Planning Underway for In-Person Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative Annual Meeting

The WIPCO Annual Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 26, 
2021 and will be held at The Stables at Copper Ridge, Denison, Iowa. 
While the main components of our meeting will remain the same 
as other in-person meetings of previous years, such as a business 
meeting with reports and director election 
results, some things will be different this 
year.

As we did last year, all members will 
receive a ballot for Director elections in 
Districts 3, 5 and 6. Please watch for your 
official WIPCO election ballot to be mailed 
to you in July. Each member is entitled to 
one (1) vote. Also included in the mailing 
will be an Official Notice of the Annual 
Meeting, director candidate profiles, a ballot envelope and a return 
envelope to be mailed or returned to one of our office locations.

All ballots returned by close of business (4:00 p.m.) on August 19, 
2021, will receive a $10 bill credit and be eligible in the drawing for 
an electric grill and bill credits in amounts up to $50. If your ballot 
isn’t received by close of business on August 19, you can still return 
your ballot up to and including the day of the meeting; however, 
you won’t be eligible for the bill credit or the special drawings so we 
encourage you to vote early. 28-01-3326

The 2020 Annual Report will again be made part of the August 
Informer newsletter. We will post Director election results and a 
taped presentation of the business meeting to our website and 
Facebook page following the meeting.

A catered meal prepared by Staley’s Food Service, Inc. will be 
served from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. We are working with Staley’s 
on the details of how the meal will be served but want to assure 
you that the health and safety of all attendees will remain our top 
priority.

We plan to have our kids’ coloring contest prior to the meeting 
date, so be watching for more details on that in the July Informer. We 
are sad to say there will not be kids’ activities and some of our usual 
displays and no District Meeting this year but hope to bring those 
events back in future years.

Thank you for your understanding as we continue to get back to 
normal business operations, plan for future in-person events and 
work together for the benefit of your Cooperative.
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Manager’s Message

There’s No Such 
Thing as a Free 
Dinner
Beware of energy claims 
that sound too good to be 
true
“Save 50% on your energy bills!”
“Stop paying your electric 
utility!”

“Save thousands on your heating and cooling costs!”
Have you ever received a postcard or an email 

featuring one of these headlines? 
The postcard usually includes 
an invitation to a free dinner at 
a local restaurant where you can 
learn more about how to “save 
big” on your energy bills. There’s 
even a local phone number you 
can call to reserve your spot, 
causing you to think that this 
effort is being organized by a 
reputable, local company. It 
almost always is not.

As we move beyond the 
pandemic, these types of 
invitations will likely increase in 
our community. It’s easy to let our 
guard down because we want to 
believe the incredible claims we 
find in our inbox and mailbox. 
These dubious marketing campaigns will tout 
power converters for your meter, radiant barriers 
for your attic and other technologies that promise 
to save you hundreds or thousands of dollars on 
your energy bills.

Often times, there is some truth to the 
technology and products being  pitched in these 
postcards. For example, an aluminum radiant 
barrier placed in your attic can help reduce heat 
gain during the summer but the efficiency claims 
are overstated and the product is overpriced.

Before accepting an invitation or signing a 
long-term contract or financing program, please 
research the company on the Better Business 
Bureau website at www.bbb.org. We also 
encourage you to contact us and speak to one of 

WIPCO’s energy experts about the offer. As a 
reliable source of information you can trust, we 
can answer your energy efficiency questions and 
suggest practical ways to save energy and money 
on your electric bills.

Locally owned and governed by the members 
we serve, Western Iowa Power Cooperative 
fully supports energy efficiency efforts. In 
fact, we offer several incentives, rebates and 
programs that can lower your electric bill. We 
can also provide information about which energy 
efficiency products may qualify for state or 

federal tax credits. We just want to make sure 
you’re not deceived into spending your hard-
earned money on products that don’t work 
as advertised. Be wary of exaggerated claims 
and overpriced products in these free dinner 
schemes.

And if you do accept an invitation to a free 
dinner, don’t feel pressured to make a purchase 
or sign on the dotted line until you’ve had 
time to research the company and the claims 
it is making. Any reputable business would 
encourage you to take the time you need to make 
an informed decision.

Please beware of these invitations - the real cost 
of your free dinner could be more than you’re 
willing to pay.
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Shining the Light on Community Volunteers in June
Guided by our cooperative 

commitment to community, 
Iowa’s electric co-ops are 
launching a new contest in June 
to celebrate local volunteers. 
The Shine the Light contest, 
sponsored by the Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives of Iowa, 
will accept nominations and 
select three winners who will 
each receive a $1,500 donation to 
their local charity or nonprofit.

Member-consumers and 
employees of Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives are eligible to 
nominate local volunteers 
during the month of June. If 
you receive electricity from 
WIPCO, you’re a co-op member, 
and we encourage you to 
nominate someone who is 

making a positive impact in the 
community. The volunteer being 
nominated does not need to be 
a co-op member. Minors may be 
nominated with consent from 
their parents or legal guardians.

The three winners will be 
announced during the Iowa State 
Fair in August. In addition to 
the $1,500 donation, each winner 
will be featured in the September 
issue of Living with Energy in Iowa 
magazine.

Review the contest rules at 
www.IowaShineTheLight.com. 
Contest entries will be accepted 
at this website starting on June 
1. Help us “shine the light” 
on community volunteers this 
summer and consider making a 
nomination. 52-02-22744

2021 Shine the Light Contest

Smart Choices is a FREE, 
monthly newsletter digest that 
is emailed directly to your 
inbox from Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative. Articles 
feature local news from your 
Cooperative, electric safety 
information, and energy 
efficiency tips to help you save 
money!

Become a new subscriber to Smart Choices 
and receive a one-time $10 bill credit from 
Western Iowa Power Cooperative!
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Over the next few months, WIPCO Members in the Schleswig 
and Charter Oak areas may see 
Highline Construction crews 
rebuilding line. Another contractor, 
STAR Energy Services, will be 
pole testing in the Castana and 
Turin areas. Both Highline and 
STAR vehicles are marked with their company 
names. WIPCO would like to thank you for your 
patience during this process and if you have any 
questions or concerns, please call 1-800-253-5189 
and ask to speak to the Operations Department.

Reed Reelected to Lead 
NIPCO Board

The Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) Board of 
Directors elected officers at its 
annual meeting April 6.

Louis Reed of Castana, Iowa 
was re-elected as NIPCO Board 
President. Reed, a member of 
NIPCO’s Board since 1999, 
represents Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative (WIPCO) and 
served as NIPCO’s Treasurer 
from 2003 to 2013. He was 
elected NIPCO Board President 
in 2013.

Louis has been a WIPCO  
Board Director since 1995 and 
has been the WIPCO Board 
President since 1999.

Two LED security light options are available - 
Co-op Owned or Member Owned

1.  48 Watt LED - Co-op owned light:
• $4.75 monthly maintenance fee on your bill
• Kilowatt hours used are charged to your bill
• 48-watt LED light
• If existing member-owned pole, no installation fee
• Repairs covered under maintenance fee
• Current maintenance agreement subscribers will be switched 

out to LED as failures of the 100-watt high pressure sodium 
light occur

Members can also own their own LED light:

2.  48 Watt LED - Member owned light:
• Approximately $200 one-time fee to purchase light
• Member pays installation fee
• Kilowatt hours used are charged to your bill
• 48-watt LED light
• 10-year warranty 
• Member pays for repairs
• Uses 52% less electricity than your current 100 watt bulb, 

potential savings of $50 per year

Contact the Member Services Department 
at 800-253-5189 and ask to speak with 
one of our energy experts about available 
security light options.

SECURITY LIGHT OPTIONS
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ATTENTION IRRIGATORS:

If you have an irrigation service and the service 
is on the load control rate (shuts off the system 
when NIPCO deems necessary), you will receive 

an e-mail and/or text notification 
when the system is being controlled. 
If you have not provided WIPCO 
with your e-mail address 
and/or cell phone number, 

and you would like to receive load 
control information via e-mail and/or 
text, please contact our office. 

Those irrigators on the load control rate (shuts 
off the system when NIPCO deems necessary) will 
no longer have the option of calling the answering 
machine access number to get load control 
information. 

If you have other questions pertaining to 
irrigation services, please call our office at          
712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189.



6 Looking out for you...
Energy Efficiency Considerations for Home Buyers or Builders

Buying or building a home, 
usually means you will be 
making dozens of important 
decisions before moving in.

The decisions you make 
about the energy efficiency of 
your home will have lasting 
consequences. These energy-
related decisions, such as how 
you heat, cool, light and insulate 
your home are often overlooked.

WIPCO’s Member Service 
Department can help you make 
important decisions when it 
comes to the energy efficiency 
of your home--whether a new 
build or a remodel, the first 
step is to select a properly sized 
home that meets your family’s 
needs. As square footage 
increases, lighting requirements 
increase, and more importantly, 
the burden on heating and 
cooling equipment increases.

Although many home buyers 
focus on energy features that 
have the strongest impact on the 
aesthetics of the home, such as 
windows and lighting fixtures, 
it’s the hidden systems like 
appliances that have the most 
impact on energy performance. 
Heating and cooling systems 
consume about half of a home’s 

energy use 
and are 
costly to 
replace. 
Here are 
a few 
questions 
home buyers 
should 
consider 
about 
heating and 

cooling:
• How old is the heating 

system? If the home’s 
heating system is more 
than 10 years old, it may 
be necessary to replace it in 
the near-term.

• What is the seasonal energy 
efficiency rating (SEER)? 
Find out the SEER for the 
home’s air conditioning 
system. If the air 
conditioner has a SEER of 
less than 8, you will likely 
want to replace it.

Not sure what you should 
choose for a heating and/or 
cooling system? You are in luck! 
WIPCO employees can help you 
pick the system that is right for 
your needs.

WIPCO sells, installs and 
services Comfort-Aire ® 
Geothermal Heat Pumps and 
Comfortmaker ® Air-to-Heat 
Pumps. We also service and 
install electric furnaces, central 
air conditioners, all types of 
electric heat and complete duct 
systems.

Save money on qualifying 
equipment with WIPCO’s 
rebates and the Switch Makes 
Cents load management 
program. 

WIPCO also offers electrical 
wiring services for new 
and remodeled homes and 
outbuildings. To find out more  
and schedule a consultation, 
contact a WIPCO energy expert 
today at 800-253-5189.
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When you start to plan for a new grain 

bin or move an existing one, please 
contact WIPCO.

WIPCO and Northwest Iowa Power 
Cooperative (NIPCO) will provide assistance 
in planning for a safe environment for 
everyone working and living around grain 
bins.  The State of Iowa requires specific 
clearances for electric lines around grain 
bins, with different standards for those 
filled by portable and permanent augers, 
conveyors and elevators.

The attachment to this article shows a 
drawing of the specific clearances required 
for both scenarios. If you have any questions 
concerning the drawings, please contact 
WIPCO. 

According to the Iowa Electric Safety Code 
found in Iowa Administrative Code Chapter 
199 -- 25.2(3) b. An electric utility may 
refuse to provide electric service to any grain 
bin built near an existing electric line which 
does not provide the clearances required by 
the American National Standards Institute 
(ANSI)C2-2017 “National Electrical Safety 
Code,” Rule 234F. This paragraph “b” shall 
apply only to grain bins loaded by portable 
augers, conveyors or elevators and built after 
September 9, 1992, or to grain bins loaded 
by permanently installed augers, conveyors, 
or elevator systems installed after December 
24, 1997. (As adopted by the Iowa Utilities 
Board) 

WIPCO is required by the Iowa Utilities 
Board to provide this annual notice to 
farmers, farm lenders, grain bin merchants, 
and city and county zoning officials.  If you 
have any questions concerning clearance 
regulations, please call the Cooperative. 
Disclaimer:  These drawings are provided as part of 
Iowa electric cooperatives’ annual public information 
campaign and are based on the 2017 Edition of the 
National Electrical Safety Code.  To view the actual 
drawings refer to that publication.  Every care has 
been taken for the correctness of the contents for these 
drawings. However, the Iowa Association of Electric 
Cooperatives and its member cooperatives accept no 
liability whatsoever for omissions or errors, technical 
inaccuracies, typographical mistakes or damages of 
any kind arising from the use of the contents of these 
drawings, whether textual or graphical.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of 
the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
May newsletter belonged to Kevin 
Lingle and Keith Morton.

(USPS 9340)

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.”

A dirty filter causes your air conditioner to 
work harder than necessary. Remember to 
change your air filter every month (or every 
two months) to prevent dust buildup, which 
can lead to even bigger problems.

Source: www.energy.gov


