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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

July 2021
Volume 1 

No. 89

 COOPERATIVE 
SOLAR IS NOW 

ONLY $600 PER PANEL.

The cost to install solar has fallen but our Cooperative Solar 
Program remains as strong as ever.  We are still offering you a full 
20-year program but at a new very low price.

WHY INVEST? 

Hedge rate increases Keep your Switch Makes Cents rate 

$0 maintenance costs $0 property taxes or insurance 

Bill credits carry to future months Full 20-year program 

Transfer to the new home or homeowner if you move. 

Achieve the payback you were looking for without applying for tax credits. 

All the benefits of solar without anything installed at your location. 

WHAT IF I ALREADY PURCHASED? 

If you invested in a past round of Cooperative Solar, this is a great 
opportunity to grow your investment with the purchase of additional 
subscriptions at the new low price. 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 

Contact the WIPCO office or visit with us at the Monona County or Crawford 

County Fair.   There are a limited number of panels available at this price.  Do not 

miss out! Production credits will start November 1st, 2021. 

Why do we hold director 
elections?

Democratic member control is 
a key cooperative principle, and 
WIPCO’s annual director election 
is an important opportunity for 
members to have a say in the 
cooperative’s direction.

Because WIPCO is a 
cooperative, WIPCO members 
elect local representatives--other 
WIPCO members--to serve on 
the 10-member board. Directors 
participate in setting policy and 
are expected to represent the 
interests of the entire WIPCO 
membership. 

More information about how 
you can vote in the upcoming 
director elections can be found in 
this newsletter on page 6.

Also watch for more details 
on the 2021 Annual Meeting in 
the August newsletter, on our 
website at www.wipco.com and 
follow up on Facebook! 



2 We are here for you...

Manager’s Message

A Balanced Fuel 
Mix Promotes 
Power Reliability 

 The energy industry 
is undergoing a dramatic 
transformation as consumer 
demand for more renewable 
energy sources grows, and 
innovation and technology 

continue to advance. You’re likely witnessing 
this energy evolution first-hand.

In driving across the region, you may have 
noticed fields of solar panels owned by your 
Cooperative and other utilities, along with an 
increase in solar panels on your neighbors’ 
roofs. Maybe you’ve heard about the impending 
changes in the transportation sector with most 
major vehicle companies announcing plans to 
offer more electric vehicles at more affordable 
prices.

Consumer interest in renewable energy is 
strong and growing. In addition, national studies 
indicate that consumers have an expectation that 
companies operate in an ethical and responsible 
manner--including when it comes to the 
environment.

At WIPCO, we have always put the good 
of our membership first. While our primary 
function is to provide reliable and affordable 
energy to our members, we are more than an 
electricity provider. Because we are a co-op, our 
mission is to enhance our members’ quality of 
life by providing safe and reliable electric service.  
We feel our investment in renewable energy 
sources is a part of that mission.

Green energy is certainly not new. Solar, 
wind and hydro power have been around for 
decades. However, the recent innovations and 
advances in renewable technology have led to 
sharp decreases in cost, making it more feasible 
and accessible. In recent years, WIPCO has been 
able to adjust our fuel mix by utilizing more 
renewables, and we plan to continue to decrease 
our reliance on fossil fuels by adding additional 
renewable electric generation to our fuel mix in 
years to come. 53-07-21634
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Changing the energy mix we use to power 
homes and businesses doesn’t happen overnight. 
While renewable energy use is increasing, we 
will still depend on traditional forms of energy 
to keep power flowing reliably to your home. 
After all, solar and wind energy are referred to 
as “intermittent” power since the sun does not 
always shine and the wind does not always blow. 
This fact coupled with the growing demand for 
renewables creates its own challenges. That’s 
why there is real value in maintaining a balanced 
mixture of fuel types to ensure reliability, 
resiliency and meeting the growing demand for 
electricity.

As the energy industry continues to 
evolve, WIPCO is striving to take advantage of 
technology advances and market opportunities as 
they become available. This means that hopefully, 
WIPCO can leverage the flexibility of the grid to 
offer a wider range of renewable power selections 
as we continue to bring safe, reliable, affordable 
and environmentally-friendly power to you, our 
member-owners.

Albert Einstein once observed that, “Life is 
like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you 
must keep moving.” In order for WIPCO and 
other electric co-ops to meet the growing demand 
for renewable energy and ensure the reliability 
of our power supply, we must constantly make 
operational adjustments as we strive for balance 
and a brighter future for our members.



3Looking out for you...

Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative 
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? 
Visit  www.wipco.
com for links to our 
Facebook site. It is 
a great way to stay 
informed about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

Be sure to call Iowa One Call 
at 800-292-8989 or dial 811 (the 
national 3-digit dialing system) at 
least 48 hours before any digging 
project. Hitting an underground 
utility line while digging can 
cause serious injury, disrupt 
service to entire neighborhoods, 
and potentially result in fines 
and repair costs. Please have the 
following information ready:

• County, city, street name, 
address or township and 
section number

• Caller’s phone number
• Date and time the work will 

be done.
• Details of how the area is to 

be marked & what type of 
work will be done.

COUNTY

Monona County Fair - Onawa - July 13-18, 2021 
Crawford County Fair - Denison - July 20-26, 2021

ELECTRIC VEHICLES
• Check out our Tesla Model 3 while at the fair.
• Could an electric vehicle be in your future?   

EV CHARGERS
• Bring your questions about charging an electric 

vehicle.
• WIPCO installs EV chargers and offers a rebate on 

your new charger. 

SOLAR
• Do not miss out on the opportunity to sign up for 

WIPCO’s Cooperative Solar at the lowest price ever!
• For a limited time sign up for 20-years for only $600 

per panel.
• Would you rather have solar at your location?  We 

will install it. 

GENERATORS
• We are your local Briggs and Stratton generator 

dealer. 
• Have peace of mind and save money on your 

monthly bill with our generator rate. 



4 Western Iowa Power Cooperative Director Candidates

District No. 3 
Curtis Havick

District No. 3 
Craig Riesberg

District No. 5 
David Carlson

District No. 5 
George Hull

Craig and his wife, Abby, live north of Soldier in 
Jordan Township. The Riesbergs have two sons, 
ages 6 and 8. Craig is an Agricultural Specialist 
1 with Iowa State Western Research Farm since 
November 2019 and a cow/calf producer and crop 
farmer since 2008. He was baptized, confirmed, 
and married at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church in 
Mapleton. In his spare time, Craig enjoys fishing 
and target shooting.

George and his wife, Gina, live east of Moorhead 
in Willow Township. The Hulls have 4 children 
and 3 grandchildren. George retired in May 2021, 
after 21 years working in the Monona County 
Secondary Road Department. He is a member of 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and served as past 
congregation president and previously served on 
the Moorhead Co-op Board and held the office of 
secretary. In his spare time, George enjoys going 
to the grandchildren’s sporting and other school 
events.

Dave and his wife, Nancy, live northwest of 
Moorhead in Belvidere Township. They have 3 
children and 1 grandchild. Dave actively farmed 
1,000 acres northwest of Whiting from 1982 to 
2001. The family moved to Sioux Center, and he 
worked construction from 2001 to 2009. They 
moved back to Moorhead in 2009. Dave works 
for Spring Valley Grain, is a Whiting Christian 
Church member and Elder and past president of 
the Monona County Fair Board Association. Dave 
enjoys hunting, fishing and hiking.

Curtis and his wife, Dee, live south of Mapleton 
in Center Township. The Havicks have 3 children 
and 4 grandchildren. Curtis raises corn, beans, 
and alfalfa and has a 150 cow/calf herd. He is a 
member of St. Peter’s Church of Christ, served on 
the Berne Co-op Board for 15 years (part of that 
time as secretary) and the Farm Bureau Board. In 
his spare time, Curtis enjoys spending time on the 
Ranger with his grandkids, fishing when he can 
get away, and going to auctions with Dee. 
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Nominating Committee Meets

District No. 6
Ryan Boettger

District No. 6
Ross Wood

Members of the 2021 Nominating Committee - (left to right): Dennis McCandless, Michelle Moore, 
Tammy Bramley, Eric Brown, Roger Boettger, Gayle Cose 

The 2021 Nominating Committee met on June 
17 to nominate member-owner candidates who 
have indicated their desire and willingness to 
serve on the Western Iowa Power Cooperative 
Board of Directors.

The Nominating Committee members are an 
important part of the election process, and we 
thank them for their duties.

Director elections will take place on Thursday, 
August 26, 2021. See page 6 for mail-in ballot 
instructions. Look for the official Notice of Annual 
Meeting of Members, which will be included 
with the mail-in-ballots to be mailed to members’ 
homes later this month. And, be sure to read the 
August issue of the WIPCO Informer for more 
Annual Meeting details. 

Ross and his wife, Malory, live north of Denison 
in Morgan Township. They have a son and a 
daughter. Ross works for the Iowa DOT’s Local 
Systems Bureau as Western Region Field Technician 
and helps with the family farm operation. He is 
a member of Immanuel Lutheran Church, West 
Central Chapter of Izaak Walton League, a Morgan 
Township Trustee, serves on Schleswig’s Fire 
Department, Community Club and Education 
Endowment Foundation. He likes to fish, golf, coach 
youth sports and spend time with his family. 

Ryan lives north of Dow City in Paradise 
Township. For the past 7 years, Ryan has held 
the position of Plant Engineer at The Andersons 
Denison Ethanol, where he manages projects to 
increase the plant’s capacity and efficiency. He 
is a member of Zion Lutheran Church. Hobbies 
include farming a small row crop farm of corn, 
soybeans, and alfalfa along with a cow/calf herd. 
Ryan also enjoys golfing, is a member of the 
Schleswig Community Golf Club and has served 
as a WIPCO Board Director since 2018.



6 How to Vote by “Mail-in-Ballot”
The 2021 director election will be held by mail-

in ballot. Members, please watch for your official 
WIPCO Election ballot in your mailbox later in 
July. Each member is entitled to one (1) vote. 
Also included in the mailing will be the Notice of 
Annual Meeting, director candidate profiles, a ballot 
envelope and a return envelope to be mailed or 
placed in one of our office drop boxes.  

Your ballot will be kept sealed and in a secure 
location until opened and counted by WIPCO’s 
attorney and official ballot counters. It is important 
that members use both envelopes to maintain the 
anonymity of the votes. All ballots returned by 
close of business (4:00 p.m.) on August 19, 2021, 
will receive a $10 bill credit and be eligible in the 
drawing for an electric grill and bill credits in 
amounts up to $50. If your ballot isn’t received by 
close of business on August 19, you can still return 
your ballot up to and including the day of the 
meeting; however, you won’t be eligible for the bill 
credit or the special drawings.

Follow the examples on this page to mark and 
return your ballot when you receive it in the mail.

**2.  Place your ballot in the 
“Ballot” envelope and seal

*1.  Mark your ballot 
(Sample--Please do not mail back in)

WESTERN IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE 
MAIL-IN BALLOT FOR VOTING ON DIRECTORS 

ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 26, 2021

Vote for no more than one Director for each District.

THREE-YEAR TERM
(Three to be Elected)

 District No. 3: 
 Curtis Havick
     
 Craig Riesberg

 District No. 5 
 David Carlson

 George Hull

 District No. 6: 
 Ryan Boettger 
     
 Ross Wood

(Mark ballot with an “X” in the square 
behind each nominee for whom you vote.)

***3.  Place your “Ballot” envelope 
in the postage-paid return 
envelope and drop in the mail

SAMPLE
PLEASE DO NOT 

MAIL BACK IN



7What’s happening at your Cooperative?

The WIPCO office welcomes the addition 
of Accounting Assistant, Sara Bohlmann.

Sara is a 2005 Ar-We-Va High School 
graduate. She and husband Derek, daughter 
Avery and their many fur babies, are 
WIPCO members and live on an acreage 
outside of Charter Oak.

In their free time, they like to camp and 
spend time with family and friends.

Welcome, Sara Bohlmann!

We also sell, install and service 50 gallon standard 
electric water heaters.

Rebates Available for Controlled Water Heaters 
Energy Factor (EF) of 90% or greater on 50 gallon units or 
larger.
50 Gallons. . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . $300/unit
51 Gallons - 75 Gallons. . . . . . . . . . $350/unit
76 Gallons - 85 Gallon. . . . . . . . . . . $400/unit
86 Gallons - 105+ Gallon. . . . . . . . . $500/unit
• Must be for hot water use only (not space heating)
• Storage-only units with no operating electric
 elements do not qualify for this rebate
• Can be either conventional restrictive or heat pump
type water heaters 
Rules and restrictions may apply to some rebates. 
Please contact our office to validate eligibility before 
purchasing equipment.

We all love our summer 
time activities!  Ball games, 
swimming, boating, camping, 
golfing--all great outdoor 
activities that we have been 
waiting all winter to enjoy.

Summer time can also bring 
increased severe storm activity. 
Please do not get caught outside 
in a storm. Check weather 
forecasts and know what 
different weather-related terms 
mean. Watch forecasts on the 
television, listen to the weather 
on the radio, or download an 
app for a mobile device to keep 
forecasts at hand.

If you have scheduled an 
outdoor activity, plan ahead so 
you are not caught outside in 
a storm. If you do get caught 
outside when a storm strikes, 
find an enclosed building or a 
vehicle with a hard-top roof to 
take cover. 29-27-2571

After a lightning storm, wait 
until 30 minutes have passed 
without lightning or thunder 
before returning outside. 
Lightning can strike up to 10 
miles from the area in which it is 
raining.

When a storm strikes, it is 
possible for power lines to come 
down. Power lines can still be 
live after they have fallen to the 
ground. If you see a downed 
power line, stay far away, 
instruct others to do the same, 
and call 911 and the local utility 
immediately.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of 
the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
June newsletter belonged to Daniel 
Schechinger and Phillip Marvin.

(USPS 9340)

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.”

During summer months, run large 
appliances that emit heat (like clothes 
dryers and dishwashers) during the 
evening when it’s cooler. This will minimize 
indoor heat during the day when outdoor 
temperatures are highest.


