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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

Congratulations to Helen Haase, Robert Lickteig, Mike 
Miller, Susan Smith, and Pamela Stillman. These five members 
updated their contact information and are the lucky winners in 
our drawing for one of five $50 bill credits.

Our drawing is over, but always remember to notify WIPCO 
at 800-253-5189 if you get rid of your landline or change cell 
phone numbers. It is important that we have a reliable means of 
contacting you such as during outages and system maintenance. 
It also helps our answering service and customer service 
representatives identify your account if you call to report outages 
or for other service.

COUNTY

Monona County Fair - Onawa - July 9 thru 14 
Crawford County Fair - Denison - July 24 thru 28

July is National 
Grilling Month!  
WIPCO sells MECO® electric 
grills. We have two models 
for sale--a table top grill 
and a cart grill with stand. 
Both models come with 
thermostatic control and 1500-
watt heating element and a 
rotisserie.
Call WIPCO at 800-253-5189 
for more information and price 
of our grills!



2 Looking out for you...

Manager’s Message

Summer is finally here! Here are a few 
safety reminders to keep in mind if you have a 
swimming pool or are swimming in someone 
else’s pool.:

• If you are in the water and feel electric
current, which can cause a tingling
sensation, shout to let others know, try to
stay upright, tuck your legs up to make
yourself smaller, and swim away from
anything that could be energized. Do not
use a metal ladder to exit the pool

• Remember, water and electricity are a
dangerous mix, even outside the pool.
Never touch any electrical appliances or
outlets when you are wet or standing in
water.

District and Annual 
Meetings are more 
than just Business 

 Did you know every 
cooperative is required to 
conduct an annual meeting 
of the membership? The 
purpose is to hold the 
election for the board of 

directors, share important financial information, 
occasionally vote on other matters such as by-
law changes and of course––the great food and 
prizes! 

WIPCO holds both a district meeting and 
an annual meeting each year. While WIPCO’s 
district and annual meetings are designed to 
take care of the important business of your      
co-op, they are also community gatherings 
where neighbors can meet new neighbors-
-or catch up with old acquaintances. All
cooperatives serve both an economic and social
purpose. While safe, reliable and affordable
electric power is crucial to our mission,
improving the quality of life for all members is
at the core of what we do every day.

If you have not attended the district or 
annual meeting in the past or if it has been a few 
years, we urge you to take the time to be with 
your fellow co-op members. Watch for more 
information about the meetings in next month’s 
newsletter and bill stuffer.

WIPCO’s District Meeting
Tuesday, August 27, 2019

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - meal
7:00 p.m. - business meeting
The Stables at Copper Ridge

2197 Ridge Rd, Denison, IA 51442

WIPCO’s Annual Meeting
Thursday, August 29, 2019

5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. - meal
7:00 p.m. - business meeting & election 

Onawa Community Center
320 10th St, Onawa, IA 51040

Swimming
Pool Safety



3What is happening at WIPCO...

Diane Poggensee Retires from 
WIPCO with 24 Years of Service

Friday, May 31, Diane 
Poggensee bid her WIPCO 
family farewell  and retired after 
24 years of dedicated service.

Diane said she is very 
fortunate that Keith Crawford 
hired her in 1995 and gave her 
the opportunity to begin her 
cooperative career. She started 
at South Crawford REC as Staff 
Assistant, was promoted to 
Administrative Assistant, and 
retired from Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative as Accounting 
Clerk.

“My job was always changing 
with each new duty that I took 
on,” said Diane. “I paid the 
vendors, did the billing for 
WIPCO’s wiring department, 
was the backup for the Payroll 
Clerk, and covered some of the 
front counter duties when the 
Cashier was out of the office. My 
latest job duty was billing the 
Cooperative’s solar installation 
jobs.”

“Getting to know and help 
so many of the Cooperative’s 
members was a great part of 
my job,” said Diane. “I will also 
really miss not seeing my co-
workers every day--that is the 
hardest part of retirement.”

Diane’s retirement plans 
include a few road trips, 
spending time with family and 
friends, and many trips to the 
library to get back into doing 
more reading, which she loves to 
do! 

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative salutes Diane and 
thanks her for her contributions 
to the Cooperative. Happy 
Retirement! 

If you own a home computer 
or other electronic device, you 
have no doubt heard the word 
“hacked.” Cyber criminals or 
hackers are constantly launching 
attacks on computers all over the 
world.  31-04-2868

Here are some important tips 
for protecting your computer:

1. Make sure you have
antivirus software installed on 
your computer, and remember to 
keep it updated.

2. Don’t send e-mails
containing personal information, 
like your date of birth or Social 
Security Number, because that 
increases opportunities for mal-
actors to steal your identity. 
Be careful of typing a credit 
card number into a website--
if you do, make sure that it’s 
a secure website. You can tell 
whether it’s secure by looking 
for the “s” at the beginning of 
the website address. Most begin 
with “http://.” A secure site will 
begin with “https://.”

3. Attachments or links in an
email can contain malware that 
can infect your computer. Don’t 
open an e-mail attachment or 
click a link unless you know the 
person sending it, and you were 
expecting them to send it.

4. Monitor children’s activity,
and visit the U.S. Computer 
Emergency Readiness Team’s  
(UC-CERT) website for tips.



4 Western Iowa Power Cooperative Director Candidates

District No. 4 
Peter Alexander

District No. 4 
Allen Carrier

District No. 5 
Bart Heisterkamp

District No. 5 
Lois Wilson

Peter and his wife, Deb, live south of Onawa in 
Franklin Township. They have four children and 
one grandchild. Peter raises cattle and farms 1,700 
acres of corn and beans. He is a member of the 
United Church of Christ, Monona County Cattlemen 
director, served 4 years on the West Monona Board 
of Education with 2 years as president, and past 
Monona County Farm Bureau director. Peter has 
served on the WIPCO Board for 17 years and is 
currently board secretary.  He enjoys home 
improvement projects, gardening and camping.

Allen and his wife, Debbie, live south of Onawa 
in Franklin Township. The Carriers have three 
children and three grandchildren. Allen has 
farmed in the Onawa area for 40 years and farms 
2,200 acres of corn and soybeans. He is a 
member of the First Christian Church of Onawa 
and currently serves on the West Monona School 
Board. In his spare time, Allen enjoys camping.

Lois and her husband, Kip, live east of Moorhead in 
Spring Valley Township. They have three children 
and seven grandchildren. Lois worked 40 years in 
accounting/bookkeeping retiring in 2018 from Farm 
Service Co-op. She helps with the seed business and 
cow/calf operation, is a member of the Moorhead 
Christian Church, Spring Valley Township clerk, 
served on the Moorhead Centennial committee and 
was chairman of the Monona County Fair Queen 
committee. Lois enjoys gardening, sewing/crafting 
and spending time with friends and family.

Bart and his wife, Lisa, live southeast of Blencoe 
in Sioux Township. They have two children. Bart 
has farmed for 25 years and raises about 700 
acres of corn and soybeans. He is a member of St. 
Bernard’s Catholic Church of Blencoe and serves 
on the both the West Monona Community School 
Board of Directors and West Monona School 
Foundation Board. Bart enjoys attending his kids’ 
school events--music concerts, plays and sporting 
events, camping and NASCAR.



5Western Iowa Power Cooperative Director Candidates

District No. 9 
Janet Iversen

District No. 10 
Mike Blum

District No. 9 
Rick Vetter

District No. 10 
Mike Vonnahme

Mike and his wife, Connie, live south of Manning 
in Lincoln Township. They have three children 
and 10 grandchildren. Mike worked at West 
Central Cooperative and is now retired. He is 
a member of Sacred Heart Church, Knights of 
Columbus, Manning Community Foundation 
board director, Audubon County Solid Waste 
Management Commission member and has 
served as District 10 director on the WIPCO 
Board for 3 years.  He enjoys spending time with 
grandchildren and attending their events.

Janet and her husband, Ross, live north of Vail in 
Westside Township. They have three children and 
three grandchildren. Janet worked at IBP for 15 
years and Western Iowa Power Cooperative for 27 
years, retiring from WIPCO in 2018. The Iversens 
are currently landlords for a small farm north of 
Vail. Janet is a member of Heart to Heart quilting 
and Home & Hobby Club and enjoys renovating 
the old farm house, sewing and quilting, vegetable 
and flower gardening, babysitting, attending 
grandchildren’s activities and traveling.

Rick and his wife, Cathy Cook, live south of 
Westside in Westside Township. They have eight 
children and 13 grandchildren. Rick has farmed for 
39 years and raises corn, beans, hay and finishes 
feeder calves. He is a member of Zion Lutheran 
Church, past 4-H leader, past Farm Bureau director, 
past Community board member, past president 
of Ar-We-Va school board, current Crawford 
County Beef Producers director and Westside Fire 
Department member. He enjoys riding motorcycle, 
woodworking, and going to grandkid’s functions.

Mike lives north of Manning in Ewoldt 
Township. He has three children and two 
grandchildren. Mike has farmed for 40 years and 
farms 350 acres of row crop and has a small cow/
calf herd. He is a member of the Sacred Heart 
Church of Manning and is a past Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) county committee member.  In his 
spare time, Mike enjoys hunting and fishing.



6 How to Vote by “Mail-in-Ballot”
This year a postcard was mailed to each 

Member with their June electric bill instructing 
them how to vote by Mail-in-Ballot for the 
election of Directors. If the Member wished 
to vote, the postcard had to be returned to the 
Cooperative and a Mail-in-Ballot would then be 
mailed to the Member.

If you received a Mail-in-Ballot, you may 
vote by mail or bring your ballot to the District 
Meeting in Denison or the Annual Meeting in 
Onawa. All Mail-in-Ballots must be in either 
REC office by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday, August 29. 
If you bring your ballot to the District Meeting 
or Annual Meeting it must be there by 7:00 
PM. Ballots will also be available at the District 
Meeting and Annual Meeting for voting if you 
didn’t request one to be sent to you. Ballots 
received after that day will not be counted.

Please follow the examples on this page to 
mark and return your ballot when you receive it 
in the mail.

**2.  Place your ballot in the 
“Ballot” envelope and seal

*1.  Mark your ballot 
(Sample--Please do not mail back in)

WESTERN IOWA POWER COOPERATIVE 
BALLOT FOR VOTING ON DIRECTORS 
ANNUAL MEETING - AUGUST 29, 2019

Vote for no more than one Director for each District.
THREE-YEAR TERM
(Three to be Elected)

 District No. 4: 
 Peter Alexander
     
 Allen Carrier

 District No. 9 
 Janet Iversen

 Rick Vetter

 District No. 10:
 Mike Blum

 Mike Vonnahme

 District No. 5: 
 Bart Heisterkamp 
     
 Lois Wilson
(Mark ballot with an “X” in the square 
behind each nominee for whom you vote.)

TWO-YEAR TERM
(One to be Elected)

***3.  Place your “Ballot” envelope 
in the postage-paid return 
envelope and drop in the mail

SAMPLE
PLEASE DO NOT 

MAIL BACK IN



7Nominating Committee Meets

Members of the 2019 Nominating Committee - top photo (left 
to right): Kevin Grimm, Lony Haubrich, Gene Thiedeman, and 
Dennis Backhaus; bottom photo: Bart Heisterkamp and Dennis 
McCandless

The 2019 Nominating 
Committee met on June 13 
to nominate member-owner 
candidates who have indicated 
their desire and willingness 
to serve on the Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative Board of 
Directors.

The Nominating Committee 
members are an important part 
of the election process, and we 
thank them for their duties.

Director elections will take 
place at WIPCO’s Annual 
Meeting to be held on Thursday, 
August 29, 2019 at the Onawa 
Community Center.

Look for the official Notice 
of Annual Meeting of Members 
and more details on the District 
Meeting and Annual Meeting in 
the August issue of the WIPCO 
Informer.  60-34-33608

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit call 811.com for 
more information.

Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed about what 
is happening at your 
Cooperative!
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the June 
newsletter belonged to Curt Clancy and 
Ricky Gries.

(USPS 9340)

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and 

employer.”


