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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

January 2023
Volume 1, No. 107

Protecting America’s Abundant Supply of 
Reliable, Affordable Electric Power

By Chuck Soderberg, executive vice 
president & general manager of the Iowa 
Association of Electric Cooperatives, and 
Congressman Randy Feenstra, representing 
Iowa’s 4th congressional district

In today’s world, electricity 
is essential. American families 
rely on electricity daily to heat 
and cool their homes, wash their 
clothes, cook their meals, charge 
their phone, turn on the lights 
and connect to the world. And 
while it might seem like magic, 
electricity is not generated out 
of thin air. We expect the lights 
to turn on when we flip a switch 
and our phones to charge when 
we plug them into an outlet. 
Our energy policies must reflect 
these expectations and ensure 
that our families, businesses and 
communities have access to safe, 
reliable and affordable electricity.

Over the last few years, 
green-energy absolutists and 
federal policymakers have 
prioritized an untenable, 
unrealistic and costly energy 
agenda over commonsense 
policies to power our country 
and provide American families 
with reliable, affordable energy. 

This detrimental agenda for 
American-made energy at the 
highest levels of government has 
caused gas increases and volatile 
electricity costs. Even worse, 
these policies have the potential 
to be particularly catastrophic 
for our rural communities, 
farm families and main street 
businesses.

As opposed to states like 
California, whose one-size-
fits-all energy policies impose 
production restrictions that lead 
to blackouts and high costs, Iowa 
is home to 48 locally owned, 
community focused electric 
cooperatives that prioritize 
reliability and affordability for 
the more than 650,000 Iowans 
and 210,000 businesses, homes, 
and farms that they serve. 
Thanks to local governance and 
diversified power generation 
sources, the average co-op 
member household in Iowa pays 
about $5 a day for electricity and 
Iowa electric cooperatives have 
returned more than $300 million 
to their member-owners in the 
form of retired capital credits. 
These low costs and attractive 
returns are only possible due to 
a commonsense management 
approach that empowers electric 
cooperatives to invest in the most 
productive and cost-effective 
power sources for their member-

Continued on page 3



2 Looking out for you...

Marcus Rihner, 
Executive Vice President 

& General Manager

Investing in 
Economic 
Development Helps 
Local Economy and 
Your Cooperative 

As discussed in this column 
space in recent months, 
electric cooperatives 
like WIPCO are heavily 
involved in the communities 
we serve. This is captured in 

one of our seven cooperative principles, “Concern 
for Community.”

One of the most prominent ways we 
demonstrate concern for communities at WIPCO 
is through economic development. As with 
many electric cooperatives, 
we serve rural areas where 
population density is 
relatively low and growth 
can be challenging. By 
analyzing opportunities, 
strengths, and assets in these 
communities, economic 
development organizations 
and other partnering entities 
like WIPCO can help to spur 
new projects, which in turn 
can bring businesses, jobs, 
and capital to these rural 
communities.

WIPCO employees serve on 
local economic development 
boards and councils in our 
service territory, and serve 
and partner with these 
organizations in many other 
ways as well. In addition, WIPCO is a member 
of the Iowa Area Development Group (IADG), 
an organization formed by Iowa’s electric 
cooperatives in 1985 to invest more intentionally 
in local economic development--a mission that 
IADG still abides by to this day, in partnership 
with municipal utilities and telecommunication 
companies in addition to electric cooperatives. 
IADG is a shining example of another cooperative 

principle: “Cooperative Among Cooperatives.”
Another way WIPCO gets involved in our 

communities economically is via our revolving 
load fund through the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s  Rural Economic Development Grant 
(REDG) program, which was designed specifically 
to spur job creation in rural areas. WIPCO is the 
intermediary for a set amount of funding secured 
through USDA grants, which were matched 
initially with smaller allocations of WIPCO 
funds. This funding is now available for lending 
from WIPCO as the intermediary to eligible 
business and projects in our local communities, 
with potentially eligible entities (subject to an 
application process) including for-profit or non-
profit businesses, government entities, or school 
districts.

If your business or a business in your area would 
like to learn more about WIPCO’s revolving loan 
fund and the REDG program, please call our 
office at 800-253-5189. We would welcome the 
opportunity to discuss this with you. We truly 
believe that involvement in our local communities 
and their economies helps all of us in rural Iowa, 
and economic development is one of the best ways 
we can invest in this goal!
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consumers. We urge national 
policy makers to do the same.

To support a robust 
cooperative ecosystem and 
expand abundant supplies 
of affordable electricity, 
lawmakers must prioritize 
economic and energy certainty 
for electric cooperatives by 
advancing an all-of-the-above 
American energy strategy that 
prioritizes permitting reform 
and provides low-interest capital 
for community development 
projects. 15-01-2766

First, reliable and affordable 
electricity generation requires 
source flexibility and policy 
malleability. In other words, 
Congress should embrace an 
all-of-the-above energy agenda 
that ensures that Iowans can 
access affordable electricity 
when and where they need it, 
while simultaneously investing 
in renewable energy sources 
that are abundant in Iowa like 
wind power. To date, Iowa 
electric co-ops have invested 
in 33 wind farms, over a dozen 
utility-scale and community 
based solar projects, 4 landfill 
gas projects, 5 methane digester 
and multiple hydroelectric 
stations to complement more 
traditional power sources like 
natural gas and coal. Some co-
ops are also looking at small-
scale nuclear technology as 
another dispatchable power 
generation option. Additionally, 

Continued from page 1

Iowa electric co-ops have 
interconnected roughly 2,200 
member-owned generation 
installations as a demonstration 
of support for an all-inclusive 
generation mix, even from non-
utility locations. By allowing 
local cooperatives to determine 
the best, most comprehensive 
energy strategy for their 
consumers, our families, farms 
and businesses benefit from 
lower costs, energy security and 
vital investments in our rural 
communities.

Second, Congress needs to 
prioritize federal regulatory 
and permitting reform. While a 
great deal of buzz was generated 
during the end of September 
over this issue, we are confident 
that a serious debate is needed 
over how the federal government 
can facilitate the development of 
critical energy and transmission 
projects. As firm believers in 
local control, we believe the 
value of energy infrastructure is 
best determined by those who 
will benefit from a particular 
project. Allowing utilities and 
the people they serve to have a 
voice in where a transmission 
line might be located and who 
might pay for it is important. The 
federal government isn’t always 
in the best position to tell the 
American people what is in their 
best interests locally.

Finally, we need to protect and 
strengthen the Rural Economic 
Development Loan and Grant 
program, which powers 
economic and community 
development and keeps families 
and good-paying jobs in rural 
Iowa. This program provides 

zero-interest loans of up to one 
million dollars to local utilities 
and cooperatives, which are then 
tasked with passing this funding 
along to small businesses and 
community organizations 
to support initiatives that 
create jobs, enhance economic 
opportunity, revitalize main 
streets and aid small businesses 
in rural America. Ensuring 
that our rural communities 
have access to the capital and 
credit they need to strengthen 
long-term economic vitality 
and attract new residents and 
businesses to populate small, 
vibrant towns must be a top 
priority of the 118th Congress 
and the upcoming Farm Bill 
reauthorization.

Electric cooperatives play a 
crucial role in delivering safe, 
affordable and reliable electricity 
to hundreds of thousands of 
Iowans and tens of millions of 
Americans. In both the long and 
short term, the largest threat to 
our nation’s energy producers 
and electricity distributors 
remains federal overreach 
and unrealistic mandates. 
Therefore, it is the responsibility 
of Congress to eliminate red 
tape that hinders their ability to 
power our businesses, homes, 
hospitals and farms and to 
instead provide them with the 
flexibility to streamline baseload 
power generation and diversify 
their power sources. Our laws 
must allow electric cooperatives 
to do what they do best: power 
our local economies and provide 
our thriving communities with 
reliable, affordable electric power 
that we all rely on every day.

Protecting America’s 
Abundant Supply of 
Reliable, Affordable 
Electric Power
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Scholarship Application Submission Deadline Approaching

Scholarship applications are due by Wednesday, February 8, 2023. Please remember if you are 
mailing to allow time for it to reach us by this date or 
you can bring the application and other requirements 
to either the Denison or Onawa WIPCO office.

This year’s scholarship program includes two 
$1,000 scholarships and four $500 scholarships. 
Two of the $500 scholarships will be designated 
specifically for students enrolling in a vocational/
technical school.

The scholarships must be used for educational 
costs, and the student must enter college in the fall of 
the school year for which the scholarship is given.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens and the 
dependents of WIPCO Members. Applicants must 
also be enrolled or planning to enroll in a full-time 
undergraduate or graduate course of study at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university 
or vocational/technical school. Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on a combination of SAT/
ACT scores, grade-point average, work experience, participation in school and community activities, 
a personal statement of career goals and a written recommendation by a third party. Should a student 
plan to attend a college that does not require ACT/SAT, please indicate that on the application form.

A selection committee appointed by WIPCO will choose the recipients of the scholarship.
For a scholarship application form and more information, contact your school guidance counselor 

or visit your local WIPCO office in Denison or Onawa. Call us at 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189. 
Applications may also be obtained at our website, https://www.wipco.com/my-account-and-services/
scholarships and click the link to view and print an application. 49-01-16003

WIPCO Lineworkers Assist Driver with Roadside Emergency 

WIPCO lineworkers Andy Wray, Wade Pitt, 
Jake Fox, and Jeremy Lahr recently helped 
an out of town visitor change a flat tire on 
a cold December day. Here is a thank you 
from her:

“Special thank you to Iowa 
State Patrol and Western Iowa 
Power Co-op workers for 
stopping and helping me, my

niece and my son after blowing 
a tire outside of Onawa this 
afternoon. Sometimes living in 
New York, I forget how amazing 
the hospitality is back home. ♥️

Within five minutes of the tire 
blowing, the state trooper pulled 
up to check on us and to see if 
we needed any help. Another 
five minutes went by and 
gentlemen from WIPCO pulled 
up to help replace the spare. 
They had me get in the car with 
the kids while they replaced the 
tire for us and made sure we 
were okay. After about 10 more 
minutes, two more trucks pulled 
up from the same company to

to help replace the tire and even 
aired it up to a safe amount.

The trooper talked with my 
son and gave him a sticker so he 
can be like her, so now he won’t 
stop talking about that.

And then after everything they 
already did, they followed us 
back to my Mom’s in Turin just 
to make sure we made it safe. 
Happy Holidays!”

We are proud of our 
employees’ willingness to go 
above and beyond to lend a 
helping hand to someone in 
need. One more example of 
concern for community and the 
cooperative difference!
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Jeremy Lahr Promoted to 
Foreman

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative is pleased to 
announce that  Journeyman 
Lineman Jeremy Lahr 
was recently promoted 
to Foreman. Lahr has 
been a lineman with the 
Onawa crew since 2006. 
Congratulations, Jeremy!

Electrician Wanted

Submit resume and cover letter to: 
    Stephanie Wiese
    PO Box 428       
    Denison IA 51442   
    Fax: (712) 263-8655
    Email: stephanie.wiese@wipco.com

Applicant must hold a valid Iowa electrical license and a Class A CDL. Residential 
electrical experience preferred. Applicant must be willing to learn HVAC trade. WIPCO 
will pay for required training. Visit www.wipco.com/careers for more details.

“This institution is 
an equal opportunity 
provider”

• Great Pay & Benefits Package
• Paid Time Off
• Work out of Denison location
• Hours 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. - 

Monday - Friday
(On-call rotation and additional hours required as needed.)

WIPCO employees recently 
donated toys, clothing, money, 
and other items and delivered 
them to designated drop off 
points just in time for the 
Christmas holiday. Thanks to 
all that participated!

Employee Donations 
to Area Families and 
Foundations
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Rules and restrictions apply to some rebates.
Please contact Member Services at 800-253-5189 to validate eligibility before purchasing equipment.



7Help Us Find Our Former Members 
Patronage checks were mailed out in July to past, inactive Members. Many checks were returned 

due to insufficient addresses. If you have a valid, current address for any of the following former 
Members, please contact our office so we can mail them to the correct address.
Alvarado, Miguel - Denison 
Anaya, Ada - Denison
Arbaugh, Elizabeth - Castana
Arneson, Paul - Whiting
Barroso, Miguel - Denison
Becker, Rod - Le Grand IA
Behrendt, Sam - Crete, NE
Berhow, Trent - St. Joseph MO
Boell, Jason - Manilla 
Brummer, Bryan - Soldier
Bumsted, Kevin - Everly
Cadena, Arnoldo - Manilla 
Carstens, Ross - Defiance
Castillo, David - Denison
Chapman, Brady - Charter Oak
Connor, Jeffrey - Cherokee
Cooper, Laura - Sioux City
Cox, Brian P - Sioux City
Cruz, Maria - Denison
Cruz, Rodolfo - Denison
Dahlgren, Scott - Manilla
Derocher, Chad - Omaha
Dixon, Donald - Correctionville
Dodd, Diane - Pooler GA
Donscheski, Nick - Anita IA
Eddington, William - Dow City
Emarine, John - Vail
Estrada, Juan - Denison
Fedder, Mark - Woodward IA
Four Star Pork LLC - Albert City
Francois, Dewayne - Denison
Gaughran, Jan - Omaha
Geesaman, Robert - Whiting
Gomez, Alexander - Denison
Gray, Ken - Galva
Haars, Cindy - Decatur NE
Haars, Rose - Decatur NE
Haddock, Teresa - Wellsville KS
Hall, Anita - Moorhead
Hanisch, Adam - Hornick
Helmbrecht, Tony - Mapleton
Henggeler, Robert J - Lake Ozark 
MO
Henggeler-Cronkhite, Pam - Lake 
Ozark MO
Henningsen, Kermit - Council 
Bluffs 
Hernandez, Gerardo - Denison
Holloway, Albert  - Defiance

Horsley, Lucas - Sioux City
Huff, Candace - Fayetteville AR
Hunter, Todd - Onawa
Hutchinson, Angela - Breda
Iowa Trophy Whitetail - Pagosa 
Springs CO
Johnson, Margaret - Hudson WI
Joiner, John & Lona - Papillion NE 
Joy, Janet - Onawa
Judd, Jennifer - Moorhead
Keairns, Steven - Sioux City
Kelm, Samantha - Dunlap
Kelso, Lucinda - Carroll
Knudsen, Lacey - Blencoe
Knutson, Joni - Denison
Kroll, Amanda - Mapleton
Kroll, Steven - Castana
Krowiorz, Rita - Vail
Kuhlers, Rodney - Lake View
LB Trucking Inc - Whiting
Leonard, Charles - Bellevue NE
Lessman, Curt - Sioux City
Lewis, Chris - Council Bluffs
Loess Hills Walnut Farm LLC - 
Paradise Valley AZ
Longoria, Pauline - Denison
Losh, Darrell - Dunlap
Mabee, Karen - Onawa
Maldonado, Dulce - Schleswig
Massman, Verle - Westside
Mauch, Jason - Mapleton
Maynard, Roger - Denison
McKinnon, Michael - Aztec NM
McLain, Charles & Margaret - 
Omaha
McManis, David - Denison
McWilliams, Aaron - Little Sioux
Mendoza, Jorge - Denison
Mensching, Donald - Boulder City NV
Meyer, Dereck - Denison
Mobley, Frank Henry - Hutchinson MN
Mohahan, Stephanie - Harlan
Montemayor, Jennifer - Whiting
Moore, David - Moorhead
Moorhead, Linda - St Petersburg FL
Olson, Karen - Central City IA
Ortega, Roberto - Denison
Ortega, Susana - Denison
Osorio-Martinez, Evaliz - Denison

Parks, Jeff - Pisgah 
Persinger Sand & Gravel - Smithland
Petersen, Bryan - Denison
Peterson, Todd - Charlotte NC
Pope, Palma - Laguna Vista TX
Raper, C Dan - Lenexa KS
Rasmussen, Samantha - Cresco IA
Richardson-Harris, Cheryl - 
Burlington Junction, MO
Riley, Matthew - Moorhead
Rivas, Mario - Vail
River Woods LLC - Sloan 
River, Mark - Durham NC 
Robinson, Louis - Mapleton
Rockow, Ryan - Austin MN
Rodriguez, Mini Carolina - Denison
Rogers, Martina J - Omaha
Roling, Shanan - Ankeny
Ross, Richard - Las Vegan NV
S & I Distributing - Denison
Schimmer, Michael - Denison
Siegner, Peter - Tiffin IA
Sievers, Jerome - Des Moines IA
Simmons, Stacie - Ute 
Smith, Amy - Elk Point SD
Smith, Jayson - Onawa
Steinhoff, Rickey - Manilla
Strand, Sara - Hot Springs SD
Stroud, Andy - Clarinda
Sunang, Jutamat - Vail
Swantek, Philip - Arcadia
Tech, Larry - Denison
Ten Eyck, Quentin - Dow City
Thies Matthew - Hancock
Tibben, David - Scranton
Timmerman, Matt - Omaha
Toben, Dennis - Sibley
Tolman, Richard & Karma - Alta
Trobaugh, Todd - Remsen
Upton, Mary - Denison
Vanegas-Cuellar, Rafael - Denison
Vaughn, Larry - Irwin
Waldron, Scott - Rosharon TX
Walsh, Keith - Onawa
Weaver, William - Webster City
Wendt, Bradley - Denison
Wilbanks, Johnny E - Charter Oak
Wood, Karen - Battle Creek
Zrostlik, Andy - Westside
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. 

Hidden somewhere within these pages 
are two Member location numbers. Find 
your location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of the 
month, and you will receive a $25.00 
credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the December newsletter 
belonged to Jerad Wessel and Eugene Wimmer.

(USPS 9340)

Insulating your electric water heater can reduce standby 
heat loss by 25% to 45%, saving you 7% to 16% on annual 
water heating costs.
The Department of Energy rates this project as medium 
difficulty, meaning most homeowners can tackle this project 
on their own. You can purchase pre-cut jackets or blankets 
for about $20 at most home improvement stores. Visit energy.gov for 
project tips and additional considerations.
Source: energy.gov


