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Say goodbye to 2021 by 
making 2022 the year you 
resolve to take simple steps to 
save energy!  Here are a few 
ideas to get you started:

• Unplug those unused 
electronics

• Seal up pesky home air 
leaks

• Make the switch to LEDs
• Give your heating and 

cooling system a check-
up

• Contact WIPCO for more 
energy saving tips

WIPCO in conjunction with Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) will be awarding six scholarships for the 2022-2023 school 
year. Now in its 32nd year, the scholarship program recognizes 
and encourages academic and community achievements of 
students whose parents are WIPCO members.

BEPC will award one $1,000 scholarship, and WIPCO will 
award one $1,000 and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students enrolling 
in a vocational/technical school.

The scholarship must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given. Scholarships will be awarded without 
regard to other awards, loans, or financial assistance the applicant 
may have obtained. Previous scholarship award winners are not 
eligible.

A selection committee will choose the recipients of the 
scholarships. The selection committee’s decisions are final. 
Awards are based on the following criteria: SAT/ACT scores and 
grade point average, work experience, participation in school and 
community activities, a personal statement of career goals, and a 
written recommendation by a third party.

Applicant must be a U.S. citizen and the dependent of a 
WIPCO member. Applicant must be a student who is enrolled 
or planning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate 
course of study at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, 
university, or vocational/technical school.

Applications must be received in the WIPCO office in Denison 
or Onawa no later than Friday, February 4, 2022.

Scholarship Application Submission 
Deadline Approaching
Scholarship applications 
available on our website at:
www.wipco.com (My 
Account & Services tab, 
Scholarships). 
You can also contact your 
high school guidance 
counselor or one of WIPCO’s 
offices for an application.

Add A Few Energy Efficiency Items 
to your New Year’s Resolution’s List 
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Manager’s Message

Most 
of us use 
electricity, 
directly or 

indirectly, 
at almost 
all times. 

The typical U. S. household 
now uses more appliances and 
consumer electronics than ever 
before. 

Electricity powers our quality 
of life. From the infrastructure 
of your home (appliances, 
water heater and HVAC 
system) to charging your 
smartphones, computers, TV 
and Wi-Fi router, your energy 
bill covers so much more than 
lighting.  

Today, there is more demand 
for electricity than ever before. 
At home, in schools and 
businesses, and in commercial 
sectors such as transportation, 
the need for electricity is 
increasing. 

Electric cooperatives were 
built on the principle that 
members invest in operating 
and maintaining the electric 
system through the rates they 
pay. For every dollar you paid 
the Cooperative last year, .55 
cents paid purchased power 
costs, .20 cents paid long-term 
debt interest and depreciation, 
and the remaining .25 cents 
paid operating costs. 

Like all cooperatives, we 
deliver electricity at the cost of 
service.  There are no hidden 
fees or profits for investors. 

Electricity Powers Our 
Quality of Life

Below is an example of a member’s December 
electric bill with the Energy Cost Adjustment 
showing as a credit. 

 Our commitment and 
obligation is to you, the member, 
and we are committed to 
providing you with safe, reliable, 
affordable, and environmentally 
responsible electric power. 

You may have noticed a 
line item on your electric bill 
which reads, “Energy Cost 
Adjustment.” An Energy 
Cost Adjustment or ECA, is 
designed to recoup increased 
wholesale power costs or 
to pass along savings from 
decreased wholesale power 
costs as the price of purchased 
energy fluctuates. What causes 
fluctuations in power cost? 
Changes in prices generally 
reflect variations in electricity 
demand, availability of 
generation sources, and fuel 
costs, among other potential 
factors. 

WIPCO uses historical data and 
the base cost for wholesale power 
purchases from Northwest Iowa 
Power Cooperative (NIPCO) 
to establish your electric rates. 
Because power costs fluctuate, 
the ECA allows the Cooperative 
to collect needed revenue if

power costs for the month rise 
above the established base cost, 
and the ECA also enables the 
Cooperative to credit money 
back if the current month’s 
power costs are below the 
established base cost.

At its core, the ECA is a 
flexible and efficient means of 
keeping rates equitable on a 
current basis without changing 
your entire electric rate every 
time the purchased power cost 
from NIPCO changes. The ECA 
does not recover any increased 
costs of administration, 
operations, or maintenance--
only purchased power costs, 
which are paid directly to 
our power supplier. The 
Cooperative absorbs all other 
increases until the need for an 
overall rate adjustment arises.

On multiple occasions in 
2021, NIPCO provided credits 
on WIPCO’s power bill which 
decreased the Cooperative’s  
wholesale power costs. Over the 
last several billing cycles, the 
Cooperative has been passing 
these savings on to you, our 
members, in the form of larger-
than-normal ECA credits. This 
is just one of the many ways in 
which we strive to provide your 
energy at the most affordable 
cost possible and another 
benefit of being a member of 
your electric cooperative.

Please let us know if you have 
any questions about the ECA 
or anything on your energy 
bill. We are here to serve you 
and welcome the opportunity 
to discuss these or any other 
questions you may have.

What does the Energy Cost 
Adjustment look like on my bill? 

METER #                     11/01/21     12/01/21        30 DAYS
  BASE CHARGE   35.00 
  ENERGY CHARGE     28859       29552 693  95.22
  ENERGY COST ADJUSTMENT     5.74CR 
LIGHTS  HPS 100 WATT
  MAINTENANCE FEE           1      4.75

TAX        1.29

TOTAL FOR LOCATION:   130.52
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Unusual Storms Impact WIPCO Services

On the afternoon of December 
10, scattered rain developed 
in our area. As temperatures 
dipped just below freezing, ice 
build-up on power lines and 
winds caused the overhead 
power lines to “gallop” or 
bounce up and down causing 
substation transmission outages 
mainly in the Monona County 
areas of Whiting, north of 
Onawa and south of Lewis & 
Clark State Park, which lasted 
from 4:30 p.m., December 10 
to around 2:30 a.m., December 
11. Crawford County had one 
outage during this storm.

WIPCO crews spent several 
days repairing damaged and 
broken cross-arm braces, 
jumper wires and did several 
transformer replacements.

Pictured above is one of WIPCO’s 
three-phase poles with a broken 
cross-arm brace damaged in the 
ice and wind storm on December 
10, 2021. WIPCO crews repaired 
approximately 80 cross-arm braces 
due to that day’s storm damage.

Mother Nature quieted 
down for a few days, and 
decided she wasn’t done 
when again on December 
15, high winds affected 
substation transmission 
lines resulting in a few 
short-term outages in our 
service territory in both 
Crawford County and 
Monona County.

In the Crawford County 
areas south of Charter 
Oak, west of Denison 
and south of Manning, 
members experienced 
outages, debris in lines, 
downed lines, and three 
broken poles.

In the Monona County 
areas of Whiting and 
Timber Ridge (Castana 
and Mapleton area), 
members experienced 
outages, lines down and 
two broken poles. 

We thank you for your 
patience as we worked to 
restore power and made 
repairs to all affected 
areas.
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WIPCO employees recently donated toys, 
clothing, and other items and delivered them 
to designated drop off points in Denison and 
Onawa just in time for the Christmas holiday. 
Thanks to all that participated!

WIPCO employees recently made donations to 
families in Crawford and Monona County to help 
make Christmas a little brighter for those who may be 
struggling this year.

Employees Help Make Christmas a Little Brighter for Area Families

THE RHEEM® MARATHON—BUILT TO LAST
• The most durable electric water heater ever made
• High efficiency design and a lightweight tank that won’t corrode
• Seamless polybutene tank – impervious to rust and corrosion
• We offer 50, 85 and 105 gallon capacities
• Limited lifetime warranty on tank leakage
• 6 year limited warranty on parts

Let WIPCO help you with your hot water needs, by installing a new 
Marathon Lifetime Water Heater! 
We also sell, install and service 50 gallon standard electric water heaters.

Call our Member Services Department at   
1-800-253-5189 to schedule an install! 
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Source: NRECA’s Straight Talk/Abby Berry

As I write this 
article, the weather 
in our area of Iowa 
is expected to dip 
down into the 
single digits with 
several night time 
temperatures below 
zero. Burrrrr.......

Small space 
heaters are meant 
to do exactly as 
their name says: 
heat a small space. 
But unfortunately, 
many people use portable space 
heaters to heat their entire 
home, which can really take a 
toll on your energy bills. The 
truth is, whether you should use 
space heaters really depends 
on your home’s efficiency and 
energy needs.  59-01-32368

If you’re using a space heater 
to compensate for problems 
in your home, like inadequate 
insulation, drafty windows and 
exterior doors, or an inefficient 
heating system, space heaters 
are not a practical solution. 
Your best bet is to improve the 
overall efficiency of your home. 
If you’re on a tight budget, 
caulking and weather stripping 
around windows and exterior 
doors is a low-cost, easy way 
to save energy. Depending on 
the size of your home, adding 
insulation can be a great next 
step. Bonus here is that WIPCO 
offers a rebate for professionally 
installed insulation for homes 
with electric heat as the primary 
heating source. Contact our 
member service department for 
details on all available rebates.

Are Portable Space Heaters Efficient for My Home?
Taking proactive 

energy-saving 
measures rather 
than relying on 
space heaters for 
supplemental warmth 
can help reduce your 
heating and cooling 
bills for years to come.

Okay, so maybe your 
home is energy efficient but 
you’re cold-natured and want 
a specific room to be cozier 
than the rest. In this case, a 
space heater may work for your 
needs. Only use a space heater 
in small spaces that you’re 
occupying and, if possible, 
try to shut off other rooms to 
contain the warmth provided 
by the space heater. If you 
decide to use a space heater to 
heat a small area in your home, 
make sure the heater is properly 
sized for the space; most heaters 
include a general sizing table.

A word about safety: the 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates more 
than 25,000 residential fires are 
associated with the use of space 
heaters every year, resulting 
in more than 300 deaths. If 
you must use a space heater, 
purchase a newer model that 
includes the most current 
safety features and make sure 
it carries the Underwriter’s 
Laboratory (UL) label. Choose 
a thermostatically controlled 
heater to avoid energy waste 
and overheating, and place the 
heater on a level surface away 
from foot traffic when in use. 
Always keep children and pets 
away from space heaters.

Consider alternative 
ways to stay warm like 
extra layers of clothing 
or UL-approved 
electric blankets. If you 
have hardwood or tile 
floors, use area rugs 
to provide additional 
insulation (and appeal!) 
and maintain warmth.

We know it’s cold out there, 
but remember in addition to 
safety concerns, space heaters 
can greatly increase your energy 
bills if used improperly.

If you’re looking for 
alternative ways to save 
energy and increase comfort in 
your home, contact WIPCO’s 
member service department at 
800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943. 
We are your energy experts and  
we’re here to help you manage 
your energy use.
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Photos top to bottom: Assistant Manager, 
Stephanie Wiese, shows students how 
to make a circuit; Operations Manager, 
Michael Akers, shows students lineman’s 
gear 

Photo on the left: Students checking out the 
Cooperative’s Model 3 Tesla.

Building Tomorrow’s Future Together

WIPCO partners with Denison 
Elementary School third graders 
in the school’s Community 
Business Partner Program. Now 
in its 16th year, the program 
pairs a classroom with a local 
business, and together, they 
meet a minimum of four times 
per year.  03-13-1829

Students take a field trip to 
the participating business. The 
teacher and business partner 
teach a lesson that connects 
academic skills to the world 
of work. The school provides 
opportunities for the business 
partner to visit during special 
events and celebrations and to 
participate in service projects.

“Denison Elementary’s 
Business Partner Program is a 
great opportunity for WIPCO 
to connect with and educate 
children in our community,” 
says WIPCO General Manager, 
Marcus Rihner. “WIPCO is 
happy to be a participating 
business partner.”

Denison 3rd Grade students visited WIPCO in November as part of the Denison 
Elementary Business Partner Program. The program teaches students about their 
business partner and their place of employment and the partner in turn becomes 
more familiar with the school.

Sign Up for Smart Choices & You Might Win
We all want 

to make “smart 
choices” when it 
comes to energy and 
using it wisely.

WIPCO uses this 
monthly newsletter, 
our website, 
Facebook page, 
member meetings, 
messages on billing 
statements and bill 
stuffers, and the 
Smart Choices e-newsletter to 
help inform and educate. 

The Smart Choices e-newsletter 
is delivered to subscribers in an 
e-mail each month and requires 
subscription sign up. 

Subscribe by scanning the QR 

code above with your mobile 
device or visit our website: www.
wipco.com/smart-choices-sign-
up. As an added bonus, Smart 
Choices subscribers who find 
the hidden code in our January 
e-newsletter have a chance to win 
one of several $10 energy credits.
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Patronage checks were mailed out in July to past, inactive Members. Many checks were returned 

due to insufficient addresses. If you have a valid, current address for any of the following former 
Members, please contact our office so we can mail them to the correct address.

Anaya, Ada - Denison
Arbaugh, Elizabeth - Castana
Arneson, Paul - Whiting
Astleford, Scott - Coon Rapids
Barroso, Miguel - Denison
Becker, Rod - Le Grand 
Benter, Jerod - Denison  
Berhow, Trent - Saint Joseph MO
Bessey, Casandra - St Petersburg 
FL   
Blunk, Merritt - Kiron 
BMB Enterprises - Ankeny
Bray Revocable Trust - Oakland NE 
Cadena, Arnoldo - Manilla 
Chapman, Brady - Charter Oak
Clark, Tom - Pisgah  
Cox, Brian - Sioux City
Dahlgren, Scott - Manilla
Derocher, Chad - Omaha NE
Dixon, Donald - Correctionville
Drumheller, Janelle, Mason City  
Dube, Sam - White Springs FL
Estrada, Juan - Denison
Four Star Pork, LLC, C/O Rick 
Roeder - Albert City
Fox, Jon - Omaha NE 
Fox, Rick - Dow City 
Gaughran, Jan - Omaha NE
Gomez, Alexander - Denison
Gray, John - Onawa
Gray, Ken W - Galva
Greene, Delores - Denison
Haars, Cindy - Decatur NE
Henggeler, Robert - Omaha NE
Henggeler-Cronkhite, Pam - 
Omaha NE
Henningsen, Kermit - Council 
Bluffs
Hernandez, Apolinar - Denison
Hickey, Thomas - Vail
Holloway, Albert - Defiance
Hungate, Jessica - Auburn
Iowa Trophy Whitetail - Pasgosa 
Springs CO
Jimenez, Jose - Denison
Keairns, Steven - Sioux City

Kenkel, Donald & Arlene - 
Woodbine
Knudsen, Lacey - Blencoe 
Knutson, Joni - Denison
Krowiorz, Rita - Vail
Kupke, Wayne - Louisville NE
L B Trucking - Whiting
Lagois, Sandy - Moorhead
Langenhorst, Darla & Robert - 
Arlington SD
Leonard, Charles - Bellevue NE
Lerma-Garcia, Guadalupe - 
Denison
Love, Beth - Omaha NE
Love, Forrest - Omaha NE
Lucas, Jason - Prudenville, MI
Mason, Richard - Omaha NE
Mayes, Jeff - Traer
McCaig, Lyal - Omaha NE
McKinnon, Michael - Aztec NM
McLain, Charles & Margaret - 
Omaha NE
Mendoza, Jorge - Denison
Mensching, Donald - Boulder City 
NV
Meyer, Dereck - Denison
Frank Mobley - Hutchinson MN
Montemayor, Jennifer - Whiting
Moore, David - Moorhead
Moorhead, Linda - Holiday FL
Neddermeyer, Helma - Charter 
Oak
Neville, Lucinda - Vermillion SD
Nielsen, Ronald - Sioux City
Nolan, Whisper - Odebolt
Olson, Karen - Central City
Patten, Larry - Harlan 
Petersen, Bryan - Denison
Poole, Donald - Turin
Petersen, Linda - Charter Oak
Richardson-Harris, Cheryl - 
Burlington Junction MO
Rickabaugh, Carl - Kenosha WI
Rief-Elks, Amy - Sioux City 
Riessen, Leonard - Vail
Riley, Matthew - Moorhead

Robinson, Louis - Mapleton
Roling, Shanan - Ankeny
Ross, Richard - Las Vegas NV
Runnels, Sherry - Humphrey
S & I Distributing - Denison 
Saldana, Amelia - Denison 
Salinas, Veronica - Denison
Sands, Arlyn - Spirit Lake
Sarratt, John - Council Bluffs
Sauls, Debrah - Omaha NE 
Schimmer, Michael - Denison
Schmitz, Andy - Whiting
Schroeder, Dena - Dow City 
Segebart, Tammy - Sunrise Beach 
MO
Siegner, Peter - Tiffin
Sievers, Jerome - Des Moines
Simmons, Stacie - Ute
Snyder, Chad - Sioux City 
Sordrager, Wayne - Sioux City
Steinhoff, Rickey - Manilla
Straka, John - Council Bluffs 
Sturtevant, Nathan - Kiron 
Tech, Larry - Vail
Timmerman, Matt - Omaha NE
Tip Top Communications - 
Arcadia 
Tobe, Dennis - Sibley
Tolman, Richard & Karms - Alta
Trobaugh, Todd - Remsen
Urich, Marilyn - Omaha NE 
Utterback, Kevin - Mapleton 
Vaughan, Larry - Irwin
Waldron, Scott - Rosharon TX
Wallis, Melissa - Onawa
Walsh, Keith - Onawa
Walton, Jason - Omaha NE
Webster, Kenneth - Decatur NE 
Weis, Rory & Penny - Woodbine
Wiedel, Cory - Omaha NE 
Wilbanks, Johnny - Charter Oak
Wilken, Joyce - Odebolt 
Wittrock, Jr., Walter - Scottsdale 
AZ   
Young, David - Bronx NY
Zuniga, Jesus - Denison IA
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. 

Hidden somewhere within these pages 
are two Member location numbers. Find 
your location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of the 
month, and you will receive a $25.00 
credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the December newsletter 
belonged to Alan Pudenz and Alan Cumming.

(USPS 9340)

Maximize your heating system’s performance by 
inspecting, cleaning or replacing air filters once a 
month or as needed to reduce energy costs and 
prevent potential damage to your system. Make sure 
radiators, baseboard heaters and warm-air registers 
aren’t blocked so air can flow freely. 
Source: Dept. of Energy


