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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

Opportunities Available for 
Pork Producer Partners

Western Iowa Power Cooperative (WIPCO) member-owner, Jim 
Opperman, saw an article in a previous WIPCO newsletter about 
different opportunities for agriculture member producers, and it 
sparked his interest. 

Opperman contacted WIPCO Assistant Manager, Stephanie Wiese, 
and talked with her about exploring a new venture to help bring 
Opperman’s son, Justin, into the family farming operation. Wiese talked 
with Opperman about a corporation looking for producers to feed pigs 
and introduced Opperman to Shelly Bergeson, Project Development 
Manager for Cactus Family Farms in Osceola, Iowa. The rest, as they 
say, is history!

Cactus Family Farms, the pork production division of Cactus 
Feeders, Inc., is growing and looking for pork producers and grain 
farmers in Iowa and Nebraska to join them in their growth by being a 
contract grower. Cactus is recruiting farming families, like Opperman’s, 
to build new or convert existing wean to finish facilities, or feeder to 
finish operations they are willing to convert.

Opperman worked with Cactus, United Bank of Iowa, and Premier 
Builders on the project. “The people at Cactus Feeders have all been 
very professional and upfront with their ideas,” said Jim Opperman. 
“With the guidance and support of Cactus, along with Premier Builders 
and United Bank of Iowa, we have completed our venture and have 
started feeding Cactus pigs.”

Shown above (left to right): Justin 
Opperman, Stephen Grimm, 
and Jim Opperman working the 
hog operation. The Opperman 
family recently became contract 
growers for Cactus Family Farms, 
the pork division of the Cactus 
Feeders company.

Pictured above is the new 2,450-head wean to finish building where Jim and Justin 
Opperman are contract growers for Cactus Family Farms. Under the Cactus 
contract, the Oppermans own the facility, provide the daily care of the pigs, 
record-keep and load the finished pigs on trucks for market.

Continued on Page 3
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Manager’s Message

When we say we live in a 
“connected” world, most of us 
think about technology, like 

our smart phone and other 
devices and gadgets. To me, 
being connected to you, a 

WIPCO member, means more than our connections 
through technology.

WIPCO works to enhance your quality of life 
by providing safe and reliable electric service. 
We operate for your benefit, not for the benefit of 
outside investors.

Your Board of Directors recently contracted 
with electric utility consultants, Power System 
Engineering (PSE), to conduct a Cost-of-Service 
Study (COS). The COS provides information on 
projected revenues for WIPCO to meet financial 
goals as set by the Board. 

The COS also looks at the amount of margin 
collected from each rate class to ensure that 
revenue is collected fairly across all rate classes. 
This is important so WIPCO has no cross 
subsidization between rate classes.

Due to several factors, there will be no need for 
a rate adjustment in 2021. The power production 
from the 14 Cooperative solar arrays has exceeded 
our original estimates for the budget. The 
entire WIPCO membership benefits from the 
Cooperative’s solar program because the power the 
arrays produce helps offset our wholesale power 
cost--our largest monthly expense.

Upgraded load control switch installations have 
also helped lower power costs. When members 
allow NIPCO to control qualifying equipment 
during peak usage intervals, it lowers the demand 
on our power bill. This is the reason why the 
Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA) has been a negative 
on members’ bills in 2020.

We Want to Stay 
Connected to You

In addition to stable rates, we would like to help 
you maximize the value you can get from WIPCO 
through a variety of programs, products and 
services that we offer our members. For example, 
we can help you save money on your energy bill 
through our rebate and Switch Makes Cents load 
management programs. 

When you read our publications and follow us 
on Facebook, you can stay up to date on what is 
happening at your Cooperative as well as special 
news items such as power restoration efforts, 
vegetation management updates, giveaways and 
more. You’ll also see photos of our crews in action, 
employees safety and training activities, and 
helping with community projects--and who doesn’t 
enjoy seeing good things happening in our service 
territory! 

By connecting with us, you can get real-time 
updates from WIPCO. That’s why we want to make 
sure we have your most current contact information 
on hand. If we can’t connect with you on these 
platforms or in person, you could miss out on 
potential savings or important information, such as 
planned outages.

WIPCO relies on data for nearly every aspect of 
our operations, and up-to-date contact information 
from our members helps ensure that we can provide 
the highest level of service that you expect and 
deserve. 23-11-14379

We hope you will connect with us whenever and 
wherever you can--whether that means providing 
feedback on a recent visit or call with our employees, 
attending our annual meeting (in person or virtual), 
visiting our website or following us on Facebook.

To update your contact information or to learn 
more about co-op products and services that can 
help you save, visit www.wipco.com, call 800-253-
5189, or stop by one of our offices--809 Highway 
39 North in Denison or 418 East Iowa Avenue in 
Onawa.
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having an additional income 
source and reducing fertilizer 
costs making for a great way to 
transition to the next generation. 
“With the Opperman’s existing 
row crop and cattle operation, 
the Cactus project addition was a 
great fit to bring Justin into their 
operation,” added Bergeson.

Cactus Family Farms is the 28th 
largest pork producer in the U.S. 
Cactus growers have access to 
excellent pig production training 
and support at all times.

Cactus’ mission is feeding a 
hungry world: family, friends 
and neighbors. Learn more about 
Cactus at cactusfeeders.com. 

WIPCO members interested in 
an ag diversification project such 
as Opperman’s,  please contact 
Stephanie Wiese by e-mail at 
stephanie.wiese@wipco.com or by 
phone at 800-253-5189. 

Continued from Page 1

Pictured above is inside the new 2,450-head wean to finish building where Jim 
and Justin Opperman are contract pig growers for Cactus Family Farms. The 
building is divided in half so there are two individually controlled rooms under 
one roofline.

Cactus Feeders, Inc. was 
established in 1975 in Amarillo, 
Texas, as a beef production 
business. In 2014 and 2015, 
Cactus purchased existing 
pork companies in Iowa and 
the Southeast United States. 
An entirely employee-owned 
company, Cactus’ pork division 
produces 850,000 pigs annually.

“I have been in the pork 
industry for over 30 years, 23 
of those as a project manager,” 
said Shelly Bergeson, Project 
Development Manager at Cactus 
Family Farms in Osceola, Iowa. 
“Eighty-five to ninety percent 
of the farmers I work with 
are wanting to bring a son or 
daughter back to the farm.” 
Bergeson said contracting with 
Cactus is a great way to structure 
the operation with minimal risk 
while building solid equity, 

Members with Load 
Control Switches 
and Sub-meters

WIPCO 
members that 
participate 
in the Switch 
Makes Cents 
program have radio-
controlled switches and 
sub-meters installed. The 
member saves money 
because special rates or 
credits are available on 
equipment connected to 
Switch Makes Cents.

There is a cost to the 
member for installation of 
load control switches and 
sub-meters; however the 
equipment is owned by 
WIPCO and should not be 
installed or removed by 
anyone other than WIPCO 
employees.  

If you make any changes 
to your heating/cooling 
system or water heater, 
your Switch Makes Cents 
needs to be wired back 
up by WIPCO--not your 
contractor.

In addition, if you leave 
for an extended period 
of time, please do not 
shut off the breaker to 
your water heater. If 
your breaker is shut off, 
your sub-meter will not 
register, and qualifying 
kWhs will be billed at the 
higher rate.



4 Looking out for you...

Tree trimming is one example of who takes responsibility for what 
equipment. If a tree limb is obstructing the distribution or service 
line on the co-op owned equipment, please call the Operations 
Department at 800-253-5189. WIPCO crews will come out and trim 
those limbs. If a tree limb is obstructing the service line to the home 
or business past the service mast, please call a professional tree 
trimming service as the member is responsible for those lines.

Electrical Systems: What’s 
Yours, What’s Ours?

With so many different pieces 
of equipment that make up 
your electrical service, it can 
be confusing when it comes to 
who owns what equipment. The 
graphic on the right is a quick 
reference of both overhead 
and underground residential 
electric services and which pieces 
of equipment Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative (WIPCO) is 
responsible for versus what is the 
member’s responsibility--good 
information to know should you 
need maintenance and repairs to 
your electrical service.

Overhead Electric Service
WIPCO is responsible for wires 

from the transformer to the meter 
and electrical connections on 
those wires, the meter pole--if 
meter is mounted on a pole (meter 
may be mounted on the structure, 
in which case, the member owns 
everything in blue as shown on 
the right), guy wires, ground wire 
and ground rods, and the meter.

Member is responsible for the 
service mast (also known as 
the meter loop), weatherhead, 
including the meter socket, fuse 
and/or breaker panels including 
disconnect switches, and wires 
from the meter pole to services 
at other locations/buildings and 
connections for those wires.

Underground Electric Service
WIPCO is responsible for wires 

running from the transformer to 
the meter location, connections, 
pole if applicable, and the meter.

Member is responsible for wires 
running from the meter location 
to other locations and those 
connections, the meter socket and 
the mounting panel.

Service 
point

Meter socket 
and jaws

This graphic depicts equipment owned by the co-op (in gold) and the member (in blue). 
If a storm damages any equipment owned by the co-op, we are responsible for
repairs. If a storm damages any member-owned equipment, the member is
responsible for repairs. Members should hire a licensed electrician
when making any repairs to member-owned equipment.

Who Owns What? 
Electric Co-op Owned Equipment vs 
Member-Owned Equipment 

Power 
distribution lines

Transformer

Co-op owned
Member-owned

Service line

Tree trimming

Service line

Service 
mast 
guy

Service
panel

Power 
pole

Padmounted
transformer

Trimming trees 
around service line 
is the member’s 
responsibility

Weatherhead

Meter socket
Meter

Service 
mast

Note: This graphic depicts overhead and underground service.
Please be aware of which type of service you receive at your home or business.
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Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed 
about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig Dig 
Visit call811.com Visit call811.com 
for more for more 
information.information.

   WIPCO has contracted with Chapman Metering to change out 
meters in our service territory, and Star Energy 
to do pole inspections. 
   In January, Chapman will be working in the 
areas of Mapleton, Ticonic, and Castana. Our 
contractors may not knock on each member’s 
door, but will approach and replace 
WIPCO’s metering equipment and move 
on to the next location down the line. 
   Star Energy will be working northeast 
of Denison in Section 14, Milford 
Township. Poles are checked visually on 
the outside and drilled to determine any internal decay. This 
involves digging in the ground around the pole. If the pole is 
determined to be in good condition, the pole is treated with 
wood preservative and the dirt is put back around the pole. If 
the pole is found to be defective, it is replaced. They also test 
the ground rods and ground wires on all poles with grounds.
   Both companies vehicles will be marked with their company 
logos for Chapman Metering and Star Energy and WIPCO meter 
reader magnets.
   Please make sure there is access to all WIPCO equipment at 
your location. WIPCO would like to thank you for your patience 
during this process and if you have any questions or concerns, 
please call 1-800-253-5189 and ask to speak to the Operations 
Department.

Louis Reed Honored for 25 Years of Service
With the theme of “Together We Power On,” the Iowa Association 

of Electric Cooperatives (IAEC) conducted its 2020 annual meeting 
virtually with more than 400 attendees on December 3.

During the meeting, the association 
honored co-op employees and directors 
who celebrated 25 years of cooperative 
service in 2020 by inducting them into 
the prestigious 25-Year Club. Louis Reed, 
WIPCO Board President, was one of this 
year’s honorees.

We thank Louis for his hard work and 
dedication over the past 25 years and 
look forward to working with him for 
many years to come!
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Scholarship applications are due by Friday, February 5, 2021. 
Please remember if you are mailing to allow time for it to reach 
us by this date or you can bring the application and other 
requirements to either the Denison or Onawa WIPCO office.

This year’s scholarship program includes two $1,000 scholarships 
and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 scholarships will be 
designated specifically for students enrolling in a vocational/
technical school.

The scholarships must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given.

Applicants must be U.S. citizens and the dependents of WIPCO 
Members. Applicants must also be enrolled or planning to enroll 
in a full-time undergraduate or graduate course of study at an 
accredited, two-year or four-year college, university or vocational/
technical school. Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on 
a combination of SAT/ACT scores, grade-point average, work 
experience, participation in school and community activities, a 
personal statement of career goals and a written recommendation 
by a third party. 47-17-18445

A selection committee appointed by WIPCO will choose the 
recipients of the scholarship.

For a scholarship application form and more information, contact 
your school guidance counselor or visit your local WIPCO office 
in Denison or Onawa. Call us at 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189. 
Applications may also be obtained at our website, www.wipco.com. 
Click on the Member Benefits tab or the Forms button, then click on 
Scholarships and click the link to view and print an application.

Scholarship Application Submission Deadline 
Approaching

Five Ways to Stay 
Cozy this Winter
When you’re feeling chilly 
at home, there are several 
budget-
friendly 
ways you 
can keep 
comfortable 
without 
turning up the thermostat.
1. An electric blanket can 

deliver quick warmth like 
a regular throw or blanket 
cannot. Electric blankets 
can include a variety of 
features, like timers and 
dual temperature settings 
(if your cuddle buddy 
prefers less heat).

2. Keep your feet warm. 
Our feet play a critical 
role in regulating body 
temperature, so when your 
feet are warm, your body 
simply feels warmer. 

3. Take advantage of the 
natural warmth from 
sunlight by opening 
curtains, drapes and blinds 
to let the sunshine in--
you’ll be able to feel the 
difference.

4. Use a humidifier. Cold air 
doesn’t hold water vapor 
like warm air, so by adding 
humidity inside your 
home, you can feel a little 
warmer.

5. Area rugs can also provide 
extra insulation and a 
warm surface for your feet 
on cold winter days. Use 
large area rugs in rooms 
where you spend the most 
time.
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Adams, Bill - Vail IA
Alvarado, Miguel - Denison IA
Arbaugh, Elizabeth - Castana IA
Astleford, Scott - Coon Rapids IA
Barroso, Miguel - Denison IA
Behrendt, Sam - Crete NE
Berhow, Trent - Saint Joseph MO
Bermel, Gary - Altoona IA
Bolton, Jamie - Onawa IA 
Bramley, Frank - Sioux City IA 
Brundige, Mark - Irwin IA 
Carstens, Callie - W Des Moines IA
Christensen, Christy - Onawa 
Christiansen, David - Omaha NE
Collins, Matt - Hornick IA
Cose, Kevin - Britt IA
Costerisan, Kyle - Castroville TX
Crea, Loren - Sheridan IA
Daniel, Mark - Carroll IA
Dersien, Kenneth - Ida Grove IA 
Dube, Sam - White Springs FL
Fisher, Billie - Honolulu HI
Flores, Miguel - Austin MN
Folk, Larry - Dunlap IA
Four Star Pork, LLC, C/O Rick 
Roeder - Albert City IA 
Fox, Rick - Dow City IA 
Fulmer, Mark - Lincoln NE
Galvez, Jose - Denison IA
Garcia, Hugo - Denison IA 
Gaudet, Donna - Blencoe IA 
GE Wind Energy - Ft Myers FL
Goebel, Kevin - Higden AR
Gomez, Alexander - Denison IA
Gonzales, Berlinda - Denison IA
Gonzalez, Juan - Denison IA
Gray , Joan - Denison IA
Gray, Ken - Galva IA
Gustafson, Gwen - Denison IA
Halda, Donna - Ute IA
Hardy, Patricia - Moorhead IA
Heller, Jay - Elkhorn NE
Henningsen, Kermit - Council 
Bluffs
Henry, Larry - Tilden NE
Henson, Lori - Onawa IA
Hernandez, Elba - Denison IA
Hickey, Thomas - Manilla IA

Hinners, Lizzy - Carroll IA 
Holloway, Albert - Defiance IA
Hoover, William - Warner Robins 
GA
Huff, Candace - Fayetteville AR
Hungate, Jessica - Auburn IA
Iowa Trophy Whitetail - Pasgosa 
Springs CO
Jimenez, Jose - Denison IA
Keairns, Steven - Sioux City IA
Klinger, Daniel - Ida Grove IA
Knutson, Joni - Denison IA
Kroll, Amanda - Odebolt IA
Kunze, Dana - Lewis IA
LAMCO, C/O Cindy Koenigfeld - 
Littleton CO
Lampe, Joe - Halbur IA 
Lobaugh, Dana - Denison IA
Mayes, Jeff - Traer IA
Maynard, Roger - Denison IA
McLain, Charles & Margaret - 
Omaha NE
McCaig, Lyal - Omaha NE
McCollough, Eunice - Denison IA
Millar, Glenn - Omaha NE
Miller, Carol - Onawa IA 
Moline, Christy - Malvern IA
Moore, David - Moorhead IA
Moore, Iva, C/O Hazel Torbensen - 
Cherokee IA
Mortgage Contracting Services - 
Tampa FL
Myers, William - Mead NE
Neddermeyer, Helma - Charter 
Oak
Nelson, Danielle - Carroll IA
Ohlmeier, Wayne - Onawa IA 
Olan, Jorge - Deloit IA
Olson, Karen - Central City IA
Pape, Kevin - Deloit IA
Patten, Larry - Harlan IA
Petersen, Bryan - Denison IA
Petersen, Todd - Omaha NE
Pritchard, Dave - Kansas City MO
Raper, C Dan - Lenexa KS
Rasmussen, Kyle - Ithaca NE
Reed, Curtis - Denison IA
Reif-Elks, Amy - Sioux City IA

Riesberg, CJ - Hill City SD
River, Mark - Durham NC
Robinson, Louis - Denison IA
Rockow, Ryan - Austin MN 
Roeder, Rick - Albert City IA
Rosener, Dan - Le Mars IA
Ross, Richard - Ute IA
Saldana, Amelia - Denison IA
Sauls, Debrah - Omaha NE
Schmidt, Darla - Danbury IA
Schultz, Kendra - Manilla IA 
Segebart, Tammy - Sunrise Beach 
MO
Shipman, Carmen - Mondamin IA
Smith, Teresa - Bronson IA
Snyder, Chad - Sioux City IA
Sorenson, Michael - Plattsmouth 
NE
Stark, Layne - Plattsmouth NE
Steinhoff, Rickey - Manilla IA 
Stillman, Richard - Ash Flat AR
Straka, John - Council Bluffs IA 
Suggs, Sheila - Onawa IA 
Summerfield, Brandon - Manilla IA 
Tech, Larry - Vail IA 
Tibben, David - Audubon IA 
Toben, Dennis - Sibley IA
Trobaugh, Todd - Remsen IA
Underwood, Janelle - Charter Oak 
IA
Urich, Marilyn - Omaha NE 
Vaughan, Martin - Bennington NE
Velez, Jaime - Denison IA
Waldron, Scott - Rosharon TX
Wales, Douglas - Sioux City IA
Walsh, Keith - Onawa IA
Ward, James - Earling IA
Weber, Doris - Denison IA
Webster, Kenneth - Decatur NE
Western Wireless - Little Rock AR
Wiedel, Cory - Omaha NE 
Wikstrom, Daniel - Sioux City IA
Wilt, Lester - Sioux City IA 
Wittrock, Jr., Walter - Scottsdale AZ
Youngren, Marlene - Carroll IA
Zimmerman, Scott - Kansas City, 
MO
Zuniga, Jesus - Denison IA

Patronage checks were mailed out in July to past, inactive Members. Many checks were returned 
due to insufficient addresses. If you have a valid, current address for any of the following former 
Members, please contact our office so we can mail them to the correct address.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
December newsletter belonged to 
Christy Hanson and Matthew Schrader.

(USPS 9340)

Replace standard power strips to save energy. 
Advanced power strips look like ordinary power 
strips, but they have built-in features that are 
designed to reduce the amount of energy used by 
standby electronics that consume energy even when 
they’re not in use (also known as phantom load).
The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 
estimates that the average home loses $200 annually 
to energy wasted by phantom load.
Source: www.nrel.gov


