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We all want to make “smart choices” when it comes to energy 
and using it wisely. WIPCO is committed to providing you with 
information, resources and services that are as reliable and useful as the 
electricity we supply. We want you to view us as your trusted energy 
partner and your first stop whenever you have a question about energy 
efficiency, renewables or other information about your electric co-op. 

WIPCO uses this monthly newsletter, our website, Facebook page, 
member meetings, messages on billing statements and bill stuffers, and 
the Smart Choices e-newsletter to keep you informed. 

While you receive some communications automatically just because 
you are a member, the Smart Choices e-newsletter is delivered to 
subscribers in an e-mail each month and requires subscription sign 
up. Signing up for Smart Choices gives you access to dozens of other 
features, previously published in Smart Choices e-editions. Interested 
in geothermal? Looking to update your old wiring? Want to educate 
a loved one about what to do if they should come in contact with 
energized power lines? Maybe you are curious about how to choose the 
best LED (light emitting diode) light for your work space?

Find the answers to these questions and more by signing up for Smart 
Choices. Subscribe by scanning the QR code above with your mobile 
device or visit our website: www.wipco.com/smart-choices-sign-up. As 
an added bonus, Smart Choices subscribers who find a hidden code in 
our March, June, September and December e-newsletter have a chance 
to win a prize. Watch for drawing entry details in our March Informer 
and on our Facebook page. 24-06-16519

Thanks for allowing us to provide you with the electricity you need to 
power your daily life and to be your source for power and information!

Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative’s mission is 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.

 
  Holiday Closing

The Cooperative’s 
offices and warehouses 
will be closed Monday, 
February 15 for the 
Presidents Day holiday. 
Call 800-253-5189 for 
outages or emergencies.
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Manager’s Message

Please Move Over for 
Roadside Crews

Every year, workers along 
the sides of roads are injured or 
killed when a vehicle crashes 
into a crew’s site, even though 

it’s marked with bright 
cones and warning signs. 
Thankfully, this has never 

happened to a WIPCO crew, but we want to 
remind you to help us continue that trend. There’s 
a slogan to help remind drivers. There’s even a 
law.

The slogan is “move over or slow down.” 
It’s good advice and a decent thing to do to 
keep people safe. Our crews already perform 
dangerous work to keep the lights on every day. 
They deserve a work environment that’s as safe as 
possible.

According to Paul Wesslund, a writer on 
consumer and cooperative affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association, there are 
slight differences in each state’s Move Over laws, 
but not so much that you can’t figure out the right 
thing to do, even if you’re traveling from state to 
state. Here are the basic requirements: 

• Within 200 feet before and after a work zone, 
which will be marked with bright signs 
and marker cones, and often flashing lights, 
change lanes if there’s more than one lane 
on your side of the road so that there is an 
empty lane between your vehicle and the 
roadside crew.

• If it’s not possible or safe to change lanes, 
slow down. Many states specify slowing 
down to 20 mph below the posted speed 
limit if it’s 25 mph or more. Yes, that means 
if the posted speed limit is 25 mph, slow 
down to 5 mph.

• Drivers must obey all traffic directions 
posted as part of the worksite.

• Keep control of your car--yes, that’s a 
requirement in many Move Over laws. And, 
yes, it is more of a general guidance than a 
rule for a specific speed. It means you need 
to pay attention and respond to weather 
conditions--heavy rain or a slick road might 
mean you’re required to slow down even 
more than 20 mph. And no texting, fiddling 
with the radio or other distractions.

• Penalties for violating those requirements 
range from $100 to $2,000, or loss of your 
driver’s license.

A list summarizing each state’s law can be 
found on the AAA website at:
https://drivinglaws.aaa.com/tag/move-over-law/

Electric utility crews are special cases to watch 
out for. We want our employees to go home 
safely after each work day. So please, don’t drive 
distracted. Drive according to the conditions of 
the road. Be courteous to roadside work crews. 
Watch the signs and obey them. And certainly, 
follow laws like Move Over or Slow Down. It’s 
good advice that could save lives.
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• For a list of certified recycling 
drop-off locations in western 
Iowa, visit our website or call 
our office.

• Dated copy of receipt and 
intent to properly dispose 
or recycle by the certified 
vendor/landfill/recycler 
must accompany the 
recycling rebate application 
form provided by our 
cooperative or submit your 
claim and required receipts 
online at https://www.wipco.
com/rebates-and-efficiency/
appliance-recycling-program 

Buy new and then “You Pull the Plug” on the old and save!
 Did you know that the 

appliance replacement most likely 
to produce the greatest energy 
savings is your refrigerator? 
According to energystar.gov, 
refrigerators 15 years or older use 
twice as much energy as a new 
ENERGY STAR®-rated model. 

The ENERGY STAR® label 
certifies that the appliance saves 
energy. New refrigerators will 
include an additional label, the 
Energy Guide label, which shows 
how much energy it uses annually 
and compares that to the most and 
least efficient models available. 
The image on the right shows an 
example of a refrigerator Energy 
Guide label.

As part of WIPCO’s energy 
efficiency program, rebates are 
offered for the following new 
appliances:

• Clothes washer........$50/unit
• Refrigerator..............$25/unit
• Freezer......................$25/unit
• Dishwasher..............$25/unit
• Dryer.........................$25/unit

The new appliance must be 
electric and ENERGY STAR® 
certified to get the rebate. Member 
needs to submit to WIPCO the 
receipt showing purchase of the 
new appliance and the yellow 
and black Energy Guide showing 
the ENERGY STAR® logo in 
the lower right hand corner to 
receive the rebate. The maximum 
new appliance rebate is $250 per 
member per year. When you’re 
looking to replace an old fridge, 
style counts. A top-freezer setup 
is the most efficient, while a 
lower-freezer unit offers medium 
savings, and a side-by-side style is 
the least energy efficient.

If you decide to “pull the plug” 
on your old refrigerator and/or 
freezer, there is a $50/unit rebate 
(limit 3 appliances per member, 
per calendar year).

• Appliances must be clean, 
empty, and in operable 
condition when recycled/
disposed of by member.

• Refrigerators and freezers 
must be greater than or equal 
to 10 cu. ft.

• Appliances cannot be resold 
or used by other members.

• Appliances must be 
delivered to company/
facility that verifies 
recycling/decommissioning. 
Company/facility must 
specify appliance type on 
receipt.
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Hacker Achieves Journeyman Status

Colton Hacker recently completed all requirements and obtained his journeyman lineman 
status! Pictured congratulating Colton are (l to r) Jeff Bean, WIPCO General Manager, 
Colton Hacker, and Michael Akers, WIPCO Operations Manager. 

Congratulations to WIPCO employee, Colton Hacker, who 
recently earned Journeyman Lineman status through Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative’s Apprentice Training Program.

Colton graduated from IKM-Manning High School in May 2015 
and that summer worked at WIPCO. Colton graduated in July 
2016 from the Powerline Program at Northwest Iowa Community 
College and began working full-time at WIPCO in August 2016.

In addition to home studies and safety meeting classes, the 
Apprentice Training Program includes daily on-the-job training, 
where the apprentice lineworkers are taught the necessary skills to 
perform their work safely. 

SUMMER HELP WANTED
Western Iowa Power Cooperative is looking 
for summer help to assist our line crews in 
Denison and Onawa. The applicant must be 
at least 18 years old. The job is only for the 
summer months of 2021. Call 800-253-5189 
or e-mail wipco@wipco.com to request an 
application or for more information.

PILLOW TALK

SAFETY
Taking your cell phone to 
bed with you can do a lot 
more harm than interfere 
with your sleep.

For more information, visit:

When using charging gear, 
Safe Electricity recommends the 
following:

• Do not leave items that are 
charging unattended.

• Keep charging items away 
from flammable objects, 
especially bedding, and do 
not take them to bed with 
you. Tell kids and teens to 
NEVER place any charging 
device under their pillow. 
The heat generated gets 
trapped, which could cause 
a fire.

• Don’t touch charging 
electronic devices with wet 
hands or while standing in 
water. 48-02-16397

• Make sure charging 
components are certified 
by a reputable third-party 
testing laboratory.

• Only buy product-approved 
chargers and cables (those 
made or certified by the 
manufacturer). Using 
cheaper devices can cause 
damage to the USB charge 
chip, which can have a 
lasting impact on how 
quickly and effectively your 
device charges in the future.

• Be on the lookout for fakes 
or imposters claiming to be 
brand approved. If the price 
seems too good to be true, it 
probably is.

Visit safeelectricity.org for more 
electrical safety information.
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RECare - Members Helping Members

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always 
extended a helping hand to those needing it. 
In response to actions by the Iowa General 
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a 
program of Members helping Members.

RECare will provide funds to be distributed 
by local community action agencies to help 
pay winter heating bills and to assist in 
weatherization of homes of low-income 
consumers.

You may make a one-time contribution or 
you may make a monthly pledge that will be 
automatically added onto your monthly electric 
bill. You may also make your contribution part 
of a matching fund, if there is one established. 
Your contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar 
a month pledge will help others!

Member Authorization Form

Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members 
and contribute to RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to 
RECare. I understand that this amount will be 
automatically added to my monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.

The matching fund is______________________________

Name:_____________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City:_________________________State:______ Zip:________

Account No._________________________________________

Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, 
PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442-2705 
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Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative offers a variety 
of rebates for members who 
purchase energy efficient 
products such as ENERGY 
STAR® rated appliances, heat 
pumps, and water heaters as 
well as building insulation, 
lighting, electric motors and 
electric vehicle chargers.  

Your electric cooperative 
supports energy efficiency 
as part of our continuing 
commitment to you, our 
member-owners.

The chart above shows the 
type and number of rebates 
paid to Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative members in 2020. 
Those rebates totaled $72,156.

Visit www.wipco.com 
and click on the Rebates & 
Efficiency tab for a complete 
list of our energy efficiency 
rebates and information on 
how you can save. You can 
also call our member services 
department at 800-253-5189 
and ask to speak to one of our 
energy experts. 

THE RHEEM® MARATHON—BUILT TO LAST
• The most durable electric water heater ever made
• High efficiency design and a lightweight tank that won’t corrode
• Seamless polybutene tank – impervious to rust and corrosion
• We offer 50, 85 and 105 gallon capacities
• Limited lifetime warranty on tank leakage
• 6 year limited warranty on parts

Let WIPCO help you with your hot water needs, by installing a new 
Marathon Lifetime Water Heater! 
We also sell, install and service 50 gallon standard electric water heaters.

Call our Member Services Department at   
1-800-253-5189 to schedule an install! 

How Americans Use Electricity
The latest data from the 
U. S. Energy Information 
Administration shows the 
combined use of clothes 
washers and dryers, 
computers, dishwashers, 
small appliances and other 
electrical equipment (noted 
as “all other uses” in the chart 
below) accounts for nearly 40% 
of electricity consumption in 
American homes.

 Source: EIA, Annual Energy Outlook 2020 
1 Includes consumption for heat and operating furnace fans and boiler 
pumps.
2 Includes miscellaneous appliances, clothes washers and dryers, 
computer and related equipment, stoves, dishwashers, heating 
elements, and motors.
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 Rules and Regulations: You must be 18 years of age or older to enter. You must be an active 
farmer with at least 40 acres in production*. Prize packages are not transferable. No exchanges or 
substitutions. Producers winning 40 acres will be followed and publicized throughout the year. 
One (1) semifinalist winner per family. (i.e., Family Farm, Trust or Corporation). There will be two 
separate winners: 1 for Farm 40 Free Corn and 1 for Farm 40 Free Soybeans. Each participating 
business will have 1 semi-finalist winner who wins a semi-finalist prize from that business and 
is an automatic finalist for one of the 2 Grand Prizes. All registrations are property of KDSN 
Radio Station and are NOT sold, given to any business or entity for the purpose of soliciting any 
individual who signs up for KDSN Radio Station’s Farm 40 Free.
The production of agriculture continues to be #1 in west central Iowa…..KDSN continues to be 
the only media that promotes agriculture with “Farm 40 Free,” where two producers will win all 
the inputs to Farm 40 Acres of Corn or 40 Acres of Soybeans absolutely free, thanks to KDSN’s 
participating sponsors.
Deadline to register is March 1, 2021. A registration form is available on the WIPCO website at:
www.wipco.com or contact WIPCO’s office at 800-253-5189 for contest entry information.

Disclaimer: KDSN Radio Station reserves the right to change, modify or discontinue this contest without advance 
notice to KDSN listeners or advertisers. In the case of any dispute, all decisions will be made by KDSN Management 
and are FINAL. No purchase necessary to enter.

Annual KDSN Radio Station’s
Farm 40 Free Contest
Win inputs to farm 40 acres of corn free* or farm 40 acres of 
soybeans free*
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the January 
newsletter belonged to Brad Elwell and 
Donna Hacker.

(USPS 9340)

Use wool or rubber dryer balls in the clothes 
dryer to reduce drying time and static. Wool 
dryer balls can also absorb extra moisture. 
These are an efficient alternative to dryer 
sheets, which can create buildup on the 
dryer’s filter and reduce air circulation. If you 
prefer dryer sheets, scrub the filter once a 
month to remove buildup.
Source: www.energy.gov


