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Jordan Ridge Poultry--
A Family Farming Operation

When Western Iowa Power Cooperative (WIPCO) member-owner, 
Terry Mann, learned about an opportunity for his family to raise 
chickens for Lincoln Premium Poultry, he knew the opportunity was 
the right fit for their existing farming operation. Lincoln Premium 
Poultry, the company directly involved with providing chickens for the 

Costco-owned processing facility, 
recruited farming families, like 
Mann’s, to build broiler houses 
where the chickens are raised.

The Fremont poultry complex 
includes a new state-of-the-art 
processing facility, hatchery, and 
feed mill. Costco’s investment 
of over $450 million is expected 
to have a tremendous economic 
impact on the region. Grower 
partners invested an additional 
$350 million collectively in the 
building of their operations on local 
farms.

Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s mission is to enhance our members’ quality of life 
by providing safe and reliable electric services.

Family owned and operated, Jordan Ridge Poultry, raises chickens for the Costco/Lincoln Premium Poultry Chicken Processing Facility 
in Fremont. Pictured left to right, Jewel Mann (daughter) and Terry Mann (father) standing in front of their new 4-unit broiler barns.

Additionally, the complex and 
associated growers utilize local 
corn and soybeans to feed the 
chickens, and with no rail on site, 
all corn comes from local farmers 
and partners. 

Farmers, like Mann, built pullet, 
hen house and broiler barns, which 
will take the chickens through the 
growth process until they reach a 
little over 6 pounds and are ready 
to be harvested. Lincoln Premium 
Poultry provides the chicks, feed, 
technical expertise, catching and 
veterinarian services.Family owned and operated, Jordan Ridge Poultry, raises chickens for the Costco/Lincoln Premium Poultry Chicken Processing Facility 

in Fremont. Pictured is one of the new broiler barns.
Continued on Page 3
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Manager’s Message

Grassroots: Putting It 
to Work for You

Electric cooperatives were 
created with politics during the 
New Deal, and we continue to 
recognize the value political 

involvement brings our 
members.

Telling the cooperative 
story to our legislators is important, especially 
when it comes to unique challenges our members 
face. WIPCO is involved in grassroots political 
involvement because we believe our participation 
contributes positively to the outcome of the 
legislative process in many issues we face.

Providing our members with safe, reliable, 
affordable, and environmentally responsible 
power will always be our highest priority, but 
this requires much more than simply maintaining 
power lines and other infrastructure.

It requires us to focus on what our federal, state, 
and local elected leaders are doing to ensure they 
are acting in your best interest. 

One recent example of the impact of our 
grassroots efforts is the passing of the RURAL 
Act. Congress created a problem for electric 
cooperatives when it made changes to the tax 
code in 2017 that inadvertently put our tax-
exempt status at risk if we received government 
grants. This could have stuck cooperative 
members with the cost of paying taxes had 
Congress not acted to fix the problem. 56-01-22142

WIPCO promotes and funds economic 
development initiatives to help create jobs and 
maintain a high standard of living for area 
communities. Our promotion and support of 
diversified agriculture opportunities (such as our 
cover story business) will help bring jobs and new 
load to the cooperative. 

WIPCO continues to be a leader in offering 
renewable options to our Members. We currently 
have 14 arrays installed, which brings us to a 
total of 3.38 megawatts and 8,246 panels. Our 
members have subscribed to 3,502.50 panels of the 
8,246 installed through the Cooperative Solar and 
Renew-A-Watt programs.

Your Cooperative directors and staff take an 
active part in grassroots efforts on your behalf. In 
the coming months, the Iowa General Assembly 
will be addressing a multitude of issues, 
including energy-related items central to Iowa’s 
rural economy. 

On January 14, WIPCO directors attended 
the Welcome Back Legislative Reception in 
downtown Des Moines. The event provided an 
opportunity to meet with our area legislators 
Matt Windshitl, Mark Segebart, Jason Schultz, 
and Steven Holt at the beginning of the state 
legislative session to discuss issues regarding 
the commitment to reliability, commitment to 
community and commitment to safety shared by 
Iowa’s electric cooperatives.

Iowa House Representative, Steven Holt (3rd from the left), met with Iowa electric cooperative 
representatives at the Welcome Back Legislative Reception held in Des Moines on January 14. 
Pictured far right is Western Iowa Power Cooperative Director, Janet Iversen.

These are just a few of the ways WIPCO 
works as a grassroots advocate to help support 
legislation important to our members. Our 
dedication and grassroots efforts help promote 
policies to secure the future of all electric 
cooperatives, their employees, and the families 
they serve.

Our mission is to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing safe and reliable 
electric services. We continue our participation 
in local economic development activities and 
legislative grassroots events because we believe 
these efforts help support that mission. Thank 
you for allowing us to continue these efforts!
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“With the Fremont poultry 
complex 65 miles from the western 
part of our service territory, 
WIPCO held informational 
meetings and actively promoted 
the opportunity for local farm 
families to raise chickens for 
Lincoln Premium Poultry,” said 
Stephanie Wiese, WIPCO Assistant 
Manager/Director of Member 
Services/Economic Development.

Mann, who has been farming 
for over 40 years raising cattle, 
hogs and various crops on the 
family farm in western Iowa, said 
the decision to build the broiler 
barns was easy. As a contract hog 
grower for Farmland Foods for 
23 years, Mann already had the 
experience of raising 3,840 head of 
hogs, two turns per year, wean to 
finish. 

Also, Mann’s daughter, Jewel, 
who graduated from high school 
in 2013, obtained a college biology 
degree and was working as a 
chemist at the time, wanted to 
come back to the farm. “I loved 
the opportunity to come back 
and work on the farm, and it is 
very rewarding to know that we 
are feeding people,” said Jewel. 
Terry’s wife, Janet Mann, who is 
a teacher at West Monona High 
School in Onawa, Iowa, also helps 
at the broiler barns when needed. 

Terry Mann, owner of Jordan Ridge Poultry, explains to WIPCO’s Stephanie Wiese, how the 
broiler barn cooling system works as Mann’s daughter, Jewel, looks on.

Jordan Ridge 
Poultry, the name the 
Mann’s choose for 
their facility, took a 
little over a year to 
get up and running. 
The facility has four 
63’ by 600’ buildings 
with approximately 
42,000 birds per 
building. Mann said 
the rainy weather was 
the biggest challenge 

during the construction. The 
permitting process went smoothly, 
and they had a few issues at start 
up, but all in all, they are very 
pleased with the facility.

The broiler barns are 
guaranteed to house six flocks 
per year. After a flock is sent to 
processing, the barns remain 
vacant for two weeks, allowing 
producers to perform maintenance 
and prep work for the next flock.

Jewel manages the day 
to day operations with time 
commitment for four buildings 
about eight hours a day, with 
two daily walk-throughs of each 
barn. The barns are outfitted with 
electronic controllers for humidity, 
temperature, feedlines, etc. and 
if conditions exceed their set 
parameters, the system alerts them 
immediately.

The first antibiotic-free birds 
were delivered to Jordan Ridge 
Poultry on November 21 and lived 
at the broiler farm approximately 
44 days until they reached their 
harvest weight. The birds produce 
an estimated 1,200 tons of manure 
over 12 months that Mann’s can 
use in their farming operation.

“There is still some work to 
finish on the outside grounds at 
the facility, but we are very excited 
that the barns are completed and 
producing, “ Mann said.  

When asked what advice 
he would give other WIPCO 
members who are looking to 
diversify their farming operation 
and potentially keep or bring 
the next generation home, Mann 
said, “The broiler barns have been 
a great opportunity, and aside 
from a few start-up issues and the 
weather, the process went very 
smoothly.

“I love the fact that this 
operation goes through a whole 
cycle from eggs, to chicks, to 
chickens, and ultimately, food,” 
said Mann. “I would encourage 
WIPCO members interested in 
diversifying their operation and 
planning for the next generation to 
check into becoming an associated 
grower.”

 

 

If you are interested in an 
agricultural diversification project, 
such as chickens, hogs, etc., please 
contact Stephanie Wiese by e-mail 
to stephanie.wiese @wipco.co or by 
phone at 800-253-5189.

Jewel and Terry Mann demonstrate the electronic and water 
system used at Jordan Ridge Poultry’s broiler barns.

Continued from Page 1
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Need Money for College?

WIPCO in conjunction with Basin Electric Power Cooperative 
(BEPC) will be awarding six scholarships for the 2020-2021 school 
year. Now in its 30th year, the scholarship program recognizes and 
encourages academic and community achievements of students 
whose parents are WIPCO members.

BEPC will award one $1,000 scholarship, and WIPCO will 
award one $1,000 and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students enrolling in 
a vocational/technical school.

The scholarship must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given. Scholarships will be awarded without 
regard to other awards, loans, or financial assistance the applicant 
may have obtained. Previous scholarship award winners are not 
eligible. 28-01-3311

A selection committee will choose the recipients of the 
scholarships. The selection committee’s decisions are final. Awards 
are based on the following criteria: SAT/ACT scores and grade 
point average, work experience, participation in school and 
community activities, a personal statement of career goals, and a 
written recommendation by a third party.

Applicant must be a U.S. citizen and the dependent of a WIPCO 
member. Applicant must be a student who is enrolled or planning 
to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate course of study 
at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, university, or 
vocational/technical school.

Applications must be received in the WIPCO office in Denison 
or Onawa no later than Friday, February 7, 2020.

Applications are available on our 
Website at www.wipco.com (My 
Account & Member Benefits tab, 
Scholarships). You can also contact 
your high school guidance counselor 
or one of WIPCO’s offices for an 
application.

Members with Load 
Control Switches 
and Sub-meters

WIPCO 
members that 
participate 
in the Switch 
Makes Cents 
program have radio-
controlled switches and 
sub-meters installed. The 
member saves money 
because special rates or 
credits are available on 
equipment connected to 
Switch Makes Cents.

There is a cost to the 
member for installation of 
load control switches and 
sub-meters; however the 
equipment is owned by 
WIPCO and should not be 
installed or removed by 
anyone other than WIPCO 
employees.  

If you make any changes 
to your heating/cooling 
system or water heater, 
your Switch Makes Cents 
needs to be wired back 
up by WIPCO--not your 
contractor.

In addition, if you leave 
for an extended period 
of time, please do not 
shut off the breaker to 
your water heater. If 
your breaker is shut off, 
your sub-meter will not 
register, and qualifying 
kWhs will be billed at the 
higher rate.
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23rd Annual KDSN Radio Station’s
Farm 40 Free Contest

Win inputs to farm 40 acres of corn free* or farm 40 acres of soybeans free*

More information and registration form available at:
 WIPCO, 809 Highway 39 North, Denison or 418 East Iowa Avenue, Onawa

Rules and Regulations: You must be 18 years of age or older to enter. You must be an active 
farmer with at least 40 acres in production*. Prize packages are not transferable. No exchanges or 
substitutions. Producers winning 40 acres will be followed and publicized throughout the year. 
One (1) semifinalist winner per family. (i.e., Family Farm, Trust or Corporation). There will be two 
separate winners: 1 for Farm 40 Free Corn and 1 for Farm 40 Free Soybeans. Each participating 
business will have 1 semi-finalist winner who wins a semi-finalist prize from that business and is 
an automatic finalist for one of the 2 Grand Prizes. Semi-finalists are strongly encouraged to attend 
the Farm 40 Free Banquet to be held at Cronk’s Cafe in Denison on Wednesday, March 11 at Noon. 
All registrations are property of KDSN Radio Station and are NOT sold, given to any business or 
entity for the purpose of soliciting any individual who signs up for KDSN Radio Station’s Farm 40 
Free. MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!!
Deadline to register is March 4.
Disclaimer: KDSN Radio Station reserves the right to change, modify or discontinue this contest without advance 
notice to KDSN listeners or advertisers. In the case of any dispute, all decisions will be made by KDSN Management 
and are FINAL. No purchase necessary to enter.

RECare - Members Helping Members

Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always 
extended a helping hand to those needing it. 
In response to actions by the Iowa General 
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a 
program of Members helping Members.

RECare will provide funds to be distributed 
by local community action agencies to help 
pay winter heating bills and to assist in 
weatherization of homes of low-income 
consumers.

You may make a one-time contribution or 
you may make a monthly pledge that will be 
automatically added onto your monthly electric 
bill. You may also make your contribution part 
of a matching fund, if there is one established. 
Your contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar 
a month pledge will help others!

Member Authorization Form

Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members 
and contribute to RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. 
My check is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to 
RECare. I understand that this amount will be 
automatically added to my monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.

The matching fund is______________________________

Name:_____________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________

City:_________________________State:______ Zip:________

Account No._________________________________________

Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, 
PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442-2705 
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Electric Vehicle Charger Rebate Added to Rebate 
Program Effective January 1, 2020

Electric vehicles (EV) are 
growing in popularity. To 
encourage efficient EV battery 
management strategies, we are 
offering a rebate for Level 2 
programmable electric vehicle 
chargers installed at member 
homes.

A Level 2 charger requires 
240-volts. This charges your

vehicle faster than a Level 1 
charger, which uses a standard 
120-volt three-prong outlet 
charger. A variety of Level 2 
chargers are available from 
different manufacturers and 
should be selected to match your 
vehicle. 

Please see ad below for 
rebate details.

Things to consider before 
installing an EV charger:
 
• Step 1: Contact Western 

Iowa Power Cooperative 
prior to installing an EV 
charger to ensure your 
electric service is adequately 
sized. We will review the 
electric supply capacity to 
your home and notify you 
if your electric supply is 
adequate for the addition 
of an EV charger. If your 
electric service is inadequate, 
you will need to modify your 
service.

• Step 2: WIPCO now installs 
EV chargers. Let us help you 
determine the right charger 
for your home.  

Please call our energy experts 
in WIPCO’s member service 
department at 800-253-5189 if 
you have any questions. 

Holiday Closing

The Cooperative’s 
offices will be 
closed Monday, 
February 17 for the 
Presidents’ Day 
holiday. 
Call 800-253-5189 
for outages or 
emergencies..
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Energy Trail Tour
2020

þ YES, please enter our names in the drawing
for the trip. We understand that if our names 
are drawn, we will be billed $100.

Our first and second choice of dates: 

    July   8-10         1st    2nd
    July   22-24     1st    2nd

I/we    q  have        q  have not
participated in this tour in the past.

First Person

Second Person

Address

City

Phone

(please circle)

  Western Iowa Power Cooperative and 
Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative invite you 

to join us for one of two Energy Trail Tours being offered this 
summer. This 3-day adventure will allow you to view, first-hand, how 

your power providers convert energy from water, wind, and coal into electricity. View coal being mined and see 
how those mines are, then, returned to productive farm and native grass lands. Learn how the energy industry 
is evolving to become more dependent on renewable power generation and glimpse into the future of carbon 
capture technology. Enjoy the fellowship of other cooperative member-owners on a comfortable motor coach 
journey to North Dakota’s Energy Loop. $100 per couple covers your lodging, meals and entry fees. The remainder 
of your tour costs are covered by Western Iowa Power Cooperative. 
    Eight lucky couples from WIPCO will be selected 
 at random from those who sign up.

Clip this coupon and return to cooperative by May 8, 2020. 
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the January 
newsletter belonged to David G. Freese 
and Jennifer Hillman.

(USPS 9340)


