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quality of life by providing 
safe and reliable electric 
services.
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Is An Electric Vehicle Right for You?

 
  Holiday Closing
The Cooperative’s 
offices and warehouses 
will be closed Thursday, 
December 23 and Friday, 
December 24 for the 
Christmas holiday, and 
Friday, December 31 for 
the New Year’s holiday. 
From all of us at Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative, 
we wish you all a 
blessed holiday season!

Are you considering an all-electric or hybrid for your next 
vehicle? Interest in these vehicles is on the rise, and WIPCO is here 
to help answer some questions you might have such as:

• Is my electrical service large enough for a level 2 home 
charger?

• Is there a special electric rate for charging my vehicle?
• How far can I drive before I need to charge my vehicle?
• How does a hybrid vehicle work?
• How long does it take to charge my vehicle?
These are all great questions. As your trusted energy partner, 

we want to be your first stop whenever you have a question about 
energy efficiency, renewables, and electric vehicle chargers.

If you are considering an electric vehicle purchase, we invite you 
to stop at our Denison office and take 
a look at our Tesla Model 3, which 
was purchased as part of our vehicle 
fleet. We also encourage you to do 
your homework before making a 
purchase. 

One excellent website is www.
fueleconomy.gov. This website 
allows you to enter the vehicle you 
are considering, your typical driving 

patterns, and your electric rate to determine what it would cost to 
commute with that vehicle. 58-02-28514 
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Continued on Page 4   
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Manager’s Message

A lot can 
change in 
two decades, 
and it has 
been more 

than two 
decades 
(21 years 

to be precise) since Western 
Iowa Power Cooperative has 
had a new general manager. 
As I moved into this position 
on the 12th of November 
upon Jeff Bean’s pending 
retirement, it was a good time 
to reflect on the Cooperative’s 
accomplishments in recent 
years while looking ahead to 
what we can accomplish in the 
future.

Your Cooperative has always 
strived to serve you as our 
first priority, and that will not 
change as we move through 
this transition. Our mission 
to enhance our members’ 
quality of life by providing safe 
and reliable electric services 
and our core values will not 
change, either. What will 
certainly continue to change as 
we move forward, however, 
is the electric industry and the 
world around us as a whole.

With this in mind, here are 
a few notes on what you can 
expect to see your Cooperative 
continue to focus on in the near 
future.

• Safety - continuing to 
promote a culture of 
safety for our employees 
and members as we work 
on and throughout our 
electric system.

New Beginnings
• Reliability - utilizing new 

technologies to continue to 
improve our system and to 
diagnose and fix any issues 
throughout our service 
territory more quickly and 
efficiently.

• Service - striving to do 
everything we can to serve 
our membership quickly, 
efficiently, and effectively. 
As times and situations 
change, our commitment to 
serving you will not change.

I am honored and excited for 
the opportunity to be a part of 
continuing WIPCO’s proven 
track record of serving our 
membership well--now and in 
the decades to come!

Marcus Rihner
General Manager

Battery Storage: A 
Cooperative Innovation

Implementing battery storage 
to curb electric demand and save 
members money is an innovative 
concept that has been studied by 
the energy industry for years. 
Incorporating a pilot project in 
western Iowa is a concept that 
has been brought to fruition, 
thanks to the Cooperative 
Principle of “Cooperation among 
Cooperatives” and the efforts 
of several member electric 
cooperatives of Northwest Iowa 
Power Cooperative (NIPCO).

Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, which provides 
power to electric co-ops across 
the Midwest, introduced a 

member-owned Trial Battery 
Rate into its policy in 2019. The 
rate allocates up to 150kW per 
Class C member to employ 
between a substation and the 
end user.

NIPCO, a Basin member, 
provides wholesale electric 
generation and transmission 
services to Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative, along with six 
other member cooperatives in 
western Iowa.

NIPCO, working with its 
membership, developed a plan 
which allows each member to 
pool its individual allocation, 
allowing NIPCO to integrate a 
975-kilowatt Tesla® Megapack 
battery energy storage system 
(BESS) into the feeder of a single 
distribution substation within 
the NIPCO system. The plan 
enables NIPCO to utilize battery 
storage as a part of its overall 
load management strategy.

The stored power from the 
battery will allow NIPCO to 
avoid purchasing almost 1 
megawatt of power (enough 
to power approximately 100 
homes) during peak usage 
times for up to six hours. The 
operation of the battery will be 
coordinated with existing load 
control strategies.           Continued 
on Page 3

Two Tesla® Megapack battery energy storage 
systems (BESS), housed within these cabinets, 
will allow NIPCO to avoid purchasing almost 
one megawatt of power during peak usage times 
for up to six hours.
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Need Money for College?
Scholarship applications 
available on our website at:
www.wipco.com (My 
Account & Services tab, 
Scholarships). 
You can also contact your 
high school guidance 
counselor or one of 
WIPCO’s offices for an 
application.

Western Iowa Power Cooperative (WIPCO) in conjunction 
with Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC) will be awarding 
six scholarships for the 2022-2023 school year. Now in its 32nd 
year, the scholarship program recognizes and encourages 
academic and community achievements of students whose 
parents are WIPCO members.

BEPC will award one $1,000 scholarship, and WIPCO will 
award one $1,000 and four $500 scholarships. Two of the $500 
scholarships will be designated specifically for students enrolling 
in a vocational/technical school.

The scholarship must be used for educational costs, and the 
student must enter college in the fall of the school year for which 
the scholarship is given. Scholarships will be awarded without 
regard to other awards, loans, or financial assistance the applicant 
may have obtained. Previous scholarship award winners are not 
eligible.

A selection committee will choose the recipients of the 
scholarships. The selection committee’s decisions are final. 
Awards are based on the following criteria: grade point average, 
work experience, participation in school and community 
activities, a personal statement of career goals, and a written 
recommendation by a third party. We ask that if the student has 
taken a collage entrance exam (ACT and/or SAT), that score be 
included with their application materials. Should a student plan 
to attend a college that does not require ACT/SAT, please indicate 
that on the application form. 

Applicant must be a U.S. citizen and the dependent of a 
WIPCO member. Applicant must be a student who is enrolled 
or planning to enroll in a full-time undergraduate or graduate 
course of study at an accredited, two-year or four-year college, 
university, or vocational/technical school.

Applications must be received in the WIPCO office in Denison 
or Onawa no later than Friday, February 4, 2022.

Continued from Page 2
“The goal of installing a grid-

scale battery will be for peak-
shaving, thus reducing the 
peak power demand charge 
that NIPCO pays to purchase 
power during periods of high 
consumption. These demand 
charges are passed along to 
our member co-ops,” explains 
Chris Larson, NIPCO’s system 
protection engineer II. “The 
battery will be charged during 
off-peak hours and then 
discharged during peak hours, 
alongside NIPCO’s existing 
load management system. 
Operating the battery storage 
system in this manner reduces 
the peak power demand 
charges that ultimately get 
passed along to members.”

The Tesla BESS will be 
connected to the Lawton 
Substation located west of 
Lawton, Iowa. While this 
distribution substation 
serves Woodbury County 
REC members, the avoided 
purchased power savings will 
be socialized across the entire 
NIPCO membership and, 
ultimately, benefit members at 
the end of the line.

During this summer and 
early fall, site prep at the 
Lawton Substation progressed 
by expanding the footprint 
of the substation to include 
a separate fenced yard that 
houses the battery unit.

NIPCO plans to share 
ongoing performance data with 
its membership to highlight 
the battery’s ability to reduce 
member power costs and use 
existing generating resources 
more efficiently.
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Continued from Page 1

Electric vehicle (EV) owners 
have multiple options for 
charging their vehicle at home. 
There are three common EV 
charging levels: Level One, 
Level Two and DC Fast Charge.

Level One Charging - Level 
One is the most basic charging 
level. If you choose this option, 
your EV will typically include 
an adapter that plugs into a 
typical 120-volt outlet. This 
is the easiest and cheapest 
charging solution, but it will 
take much longer to charge 
your EV.

Level Two Charging - Level 
Two is about three to five 
times faster than Level One, 
but this level of charging often 
requires separate purchases and 
installation. The EV is plugged 
into a 240-volt outlet, which is 
used for larger appliances, like 
a clothes dryer. Most homes 
do not include a 240-volt 
outlet in garages, so the outlet 
must be installed by a licensed 
professional. You typically see 

Level Two charging stations at 
shopping malls, office buildings 
and multi-family community 
spaces.

DC Fast Charging - DC Fast 
Charge stations are typically 
seen near high-traffic public 
areas, like gas stations, rather 
than in homes. This is the fastest 
charging level, with the ability 
to charge an EV at 80% in under 
30 minutes. As EVs continue 
to become more popular, you 
can expect to see more DC Fast 
Charge stations throughout 
Iowa.

If you’re charging an EV at 
home, please contact our office 
at 800-253-5189. EV charging 
creates additional energy 
demand. The time of day you 
charge your EV can have an 
impact on the grid and your 
monthly energy costs. By 
letting us know about your EV 
charging levels, we can help 
ensure your home is prepared 
for the additional energy 
consumption.  02-19-3792

We also have some great 
resources and information on 
our website at www.wipco.com. 
Click on the Safety & Education 
tab and WIPCO Tesla, where 
you will find links to consumer 
reports and can get in-depth 
information on the pros and 
cons of each vehicle.

WIPCO now offers a rebate 
for Electric Vehicle Level 2 
Chargers.

You may not be “charged up” 
about electric vehicles yet, but 
WIPCO wants to make sure 
you have the information and 
resources to make an informed 
decision if and when you are 
ready to consider the purchase 
of a hybrid or all electric 
vehicle. Please visit our website 
at www.wipco.com for more 
information or contact our office 
at 800-253-5189 and ask for 
member services. 
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Prairie Winds - Energy in Motion
WIPCO members can sign up to help support 

development of alternate energy production facilities,which 
may include wind and other non-traditional generation 
technologies, through the Prairie Winds program. 

Members who participate in the Prairie Winds program 
are not directly purchasing alternate energy but rather 
all the money collected, from participants in this “green 
pricing” program, will be used to develop alternate 
energy production facilities for delivery into the system 
of Northwest Iowa Power Cooperative, WIPCO’s power 
supplier. However, we cannot ensure that the electrons 
purchased will be utilized to meet your individual energy 
needs. 

The program is available to members within any of 
our rate classifications. You can contribute on a monthly 
basis by paying the additional amount with your monthly 
electric bill. The price for a contribution toward a block of 
100 kWhs is 20 cents. The contribution will be in addition to 
the normal electric bill and not a substitute for any charges 
thereunder. The minimum sign-up period is 12 months.

Call 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943 to find out more, or 
if you want to participate, simply fill out the coupon and 
return it to the WIPCO office.

Each block is an additional 20 cent investment in not 
only the environment, but in the future of renewable energy.

Simplify Your Life
Choose one of these easy payment options:
• Schedule a payment from your checking or savings account 

each month. You receive a monthly billing statement a few 
weeks before the payment is withdrawn. Get started today by 
completing an Authorization Agreement for Direct Payments 
form (found online at www.wipco.com under the My Account & 
Services tab or call 800-253-5189).

• Make a one-time payment on your account via our website 
using a check, debit or credit card (Visa, MasterCard or 
Discover). Simply click on “Access My Account,” and follow the 
instructions.

      WIPCO also offers the convenience of 
receiving your monthly electric bill online via 
e-mail. E-bill is easy, eco-friendly, and secure. 
Sign up at www.wipco.com. Click on “Access My 
Account” and log in. On the tool bar, click on 
”Alerts”, choose your options and type in your 
Email address. Or, call our office at 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943, 
and we can set up E-bill for you.
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Sign Up for Our Smart Choices E-Newsletter, and You 
Could Be One of Our Lucky Prize Winners!

The Iowa Association for 
Energy Efficiency (IAEE) held 
their 2021 Iowa Energy Summit 
at Prairie Meadows Events & 
Conference Center, Altoona, 
Iowa, on November 10. The 
IAEE promotes the efficient use 
of energy through education and 
collaboration.

WIPCO Assistant Manager, 
Stephanie Wiese, participated 
on an electric vehicle panel at 
the Summit. Panel presenters 
provided “real life” experiences 
and data about what it is like to 
own an electric vehicle (EV) in 
rural Iowa. 

Topics included:
• Home chargers - electrical 

service needs and charging 
at night

• Fast charger use while 
traveling

• Benefits of owning an 
electric or hybrid vehicle

• Discussion on if EVs fit 
current needs

Two Teslas were on-site for 
interested participants to test-
drive!

Smart Choices is a FREE, monthly newsletter digest that 
is emailed directly to your inbox from Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative. Articles feature local news from your Cooperative, 
electric safety information, and energy efficiency tips to help you 
save money!

Congratulations to the winners of our 
last two quarterly Smart Choices prize 
drawings. Pictured above is Steve 
Garrett with his prize package of a 
Hamilton Beach food processor and a 
ThermoPop thermometer.

Pictured above is Jodi Bruhn with her 
prize of a KitchenAid 4.5 quart mixer. 
Read below for details on our next 
prize drawing.

Wiese Shares Real Life Electric 
Vehicle Experiences with 
Conference Attendees

The Iowa Association for Energy 
Efficiency 2021 Summit was held 
November 10 in Altoona. Pictured 
(left) is WIPCO Assistant Manager, 
Stephanie Wiese, helping with panel 
discussion on electric vehicles.



72021-2022 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program

With the holidays and 
winter months approaching, 
WIPCO would like to remind 
you of the increased potential 
for fire risks and electrical 
safety hazards. From now 
until spring, members will 
add additional load with 
lighting, space heaters, 
electric blankets and portable 
generators.

Please--don’t overload 
outlets, which are a major 
cause of residential fires. If 
you need additional outlets 
installed, call the qualified 
electricians at WIPCO to 
inspect your home and add 
new outlets--800-253-5189.
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Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. 

Hidden somewhere within these pages 
are two Member location numbers. Find 
your location number in this newsletter, 
call the REC office by the 20th of the 
month, and you will receive a $25.00 
credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the November newsletter 
belonged to Thomas Irlmeier and Kara Behrendt.

(USPS 9340)

Heading out of town for the holiday season?

Remember to unplug electronics that draw a phantom 
energy load. Some gadgets like TVs, phone chargers, 
gaming consoles and toothbrush chargers use energy 
when plugged into an outlet--even when they’re not in 
use.


