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The Cooperative’s offices
and warehouses will be
closed Monday, February
19 for the Presidents’ Day
holiday.
Call 800-253-5189 for
outages or emergencies.
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Looking out for you...

Proactively
Providing Safe
and Reliable
Service
Manager’s Message

When electric cooperative members are
asked what they value most about their electric
service, one thing consistently ranks near the top-reliability. We know reliability doesn’t happen
by chance. It takes constant effort to maintain
systems, improve where necessary, and anticipate
your increasing needs for electric service.
A few weeks ago, Old Man Winter put our
system to the test with a fury of ice, snow and
wind. When blinking lights and outages occur,
many times trees and other vegetation come into
contact with our power lines.
We know that vegetation--especially trees--are
valued parts of our landscape. Beyond enhancing
the beauty of an area, they provide important
functions like cool shade, noise barriers, supplying
vital oxygen to the atmosphere, and providing a
habitat for many animals. But trees grow, which
can cause problems with power lines if they are
not properly planted or if volunteer trees rise in
unintended areas. 46-10-11292
When branches and limbs break off, they often
land in roadways or bring the power lines down
with them--posing a safety risk to cooperative
employees and the public. Because our
distribution system connects thousands of people
across our service territory, one tree coming in
contact with a power line may impact many
members. We have a schedule and procedures
for regular tree trimming and spraying, which is
critical in minimizing these instances.
Both federal and state policies require that
vegetation must be cleared from power lines as a
safety measure for members and our employees.
These groups also have strict guidelines, including
prohibiting trees from being planted certain
distances away from power lines.

Under our vegetation management program-which means trees and other vegetation are
inspected and trimmed on a five-year cycle-maintaining line clearance is our primary
objective. We do this while ensuring we trim
vegetation in an environmentally responsible
manner. The tree trimming process has two
purposes--to remove elements that may already
be coming into contact with utility equipment,
such as wires and conductors and to create a
clearance that will provide hazard-free operation
of electric service for at least two years.

Using the established standards as the
guide, we also know that a proactive approach
is important to ensure safe and reliable
electricity. Like many things in life, preventative
maintenance is key. Left to chance--rather than
being proactive--your cooperative’s electric
system would likely suffer without our vegetation
management program. By clearing vegetation
before it reaches power lines, WIPCO will likely
be less impacted during the severe weather,
helping to avoid longer, more costly outages.

What’s happening at your Cooperative...
Blatchford Appointed Interim
Operations Manager
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Fox Receives Journeyman/
Lineman Certification

WIPCO would
like to announce the
appointment of Tim
Blatchford to Interim
Operations Manager.
Blatchford started
with the Cooperative
in 1978, serving as an
Apprentice Lineman,
Journeyman/Lineman,
and Foreman.
As Interim
Operations Manager,
Blatchford will supervise and direct the
construction, maintenance and operation of the
Cooperative’s distribution lines until a permanent
Operations Manager is hired.
WIPCO Executive Vice President & General Manager,
Jeff Bean (right) is shown presenting Jake Fox a
certificate for completing the Apprentice Training
Program.
Jake Fox recently earned his Journeyman/
Lineman certificate through Western Iowa Power
Cooperative’s Apprentice Training Program.
Jake attended Northwest Community College
and graduated with a Utility Line degree. He
started work at WIPCO in December of 2015 as an
Apprentice Lineman.
In addition to home studies and safety
meeting classes, the Apprentice Training Program
includes daily on-the-job training, where the
apprentice linemen are taught the necessary skills
to safely work on and around high voltage lines.
Congratulations to Jake on his accomplishment!
WIPCO recently received the 2017 Meritorious
Service Award in honor of its support and
contributions to the Monona County 4-H program.
For over 20 years, WIPCO has presented safety
demonstrations for the Farm Safety program and
made contributions to the 4-H Premium Fund.
Mari Miller, WIPCO’s Onawa Office Supervisor,
is shown receiving the award from Nancy
McGrain, Monona County 4-H Youth Coordinator.

February 11 is
Thomas Edison’s
birthday. Edison
made major
contributions to
American innovation,
including his vital
work on electrical
lighting systems.
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Farm 40 Free Contest...
22nd Annual KDSN Radio Station’s
Farm 40 Free Contest
Win inputs to farm 40 acres of corn free* or farm 40 acres of soybeans free*
More information and registration form available at:
WIPCO, 809 Highway 39 North, Denison or 418 East Iowa Avenue, Onawa

Rules and Regulations: You must be 18 years of age or older to enter. You must be an active
farmer with at least 40 acres in production*. Prize packages are not transferable. No exchanges or
substitutions. Producers winning 40 acres will be followed and publicized throughout the year.
One (1) semifinalist winner per family. (i.e., Family Farm, Trust or Corporation). There will be two
separate winners: 1 for Farm 40 Free Corn and 1 for Farm 40 Free Soybeans. Each participating
business will have 1 semi-finalist winner who wins a semi-finalist prize from that business and is
an automatic finalist for one of the 2 Grand Prizes. Semi-finalists are strongly encouraged to attend
the Farm 40 Free Banquet to be held at Cronk’s Cafe in Denison on Wednesday, March 14 at Noon.
All registrations are property of KDSN Radio Station and are NOT sold, given to any business or
entity for the purpose of soliciting any individual who signs up for KDSN Radio Station’s Farm 40
Free. MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!!
Deadline to register is March 6.
Disclaimer: KDSN Radio Station reserves the right to change, modify or discontinue this contest without advance
notice to KDSN listeners or advertisers. In the case of any dispute, all decisions will be made by KDSN Management
and are FINAL. No purchase necessary to enter.

Scholarship application
deadline approaching
Scholarship applications are
due by Wednesday, February
7, 2018. Please remember if you
are mailing to allow time for it
to reach us by this date or you
can bring the application and
other requirements to either
the Denison or Onawa WIPCO
office.
This year’s scholarship
program includes two $1,000
scholarships and four $500
scholarships. Two of the $500
scholarships will be designated
specifically for students
enrolling in a vocational/
technical school.

The scholarships must be
used for educational costs, and
the student must enter college
in the fall of the school year for
which the scholarship is given.
Applicants must be U.S.
citizens and the dependents of
WIPCO Members. Applicants
must also be enrolled or
planning to enroll in a full-time
undergraduate or graduate
course of study at an accredited,
two-year or four-year college,
university or vocational/
technical school. Scholarship
recipients will be chosen based
on a combination of SAT/ACT
scores, grade-point average,
work experience, participation
in school and community
activities, a personal statement
of career goals and a written
recommendation by a third
party. 31-09-1255

A selection committee
appointed by WIPCO will
choose the recipients of the
scholarship.
For a scholarship application
form and more information,
contact your school guidance
counselor or visit your local
WIPCO office in Denison or
Onawa. Call us at 712-263-2943
or 800-253-5189. Applications
may also be obtained at our
website, www.wipco.com. Click
on the MyAccount & Member
Benefits tab, then click on
Scholarships and click the link to
view and print an application.

Looking out for you...
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RECare - Members Helping Members
Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always extended a
helping hand to those needing it. In response to actions by the
Iowa General Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a
program of Members helping Members.
RECare will provide funds to be distributed by local
community action agencies to help pay winter heating bills and
to assist in weatherization of homes of low-income consumers.
You may make a one-time contribution or you may make a
monthly pledge that will be automatically added onto your
monthly electric bill. You may also make your contribution
part of a matching fund, if there is one established. Your
contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar a month pledge
will help others!

Member Authorization Form
Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members and contribute to
RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to RECare. I understand that this
amount will be automatically added to my monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.
The matching fund is______________________________________________
Name:__________________________________________________________

One easy call gets your
utility lines marked and helps
protect you from injury and
expense.
Safe Digging Is No Accident:
Always Call 811 Before You
Dig

Visit call811.com
for more
information.

Address:________________________________________________________
City:___________________________________ State:______ Zip:_________
Account No.________________________________________
Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442-2705

Community & Economic
Development Revolving
Loan Fund
Western Iowa Power Cooperative, in partnership
with USDA Rural Development, provides low-interest
loans to assist with local economic and community
development projects.
For more information, loan applications, or to check
availability of funds, contact: Jeff Bean at
712-263-2943 or jeff.bean@wipco.com.
Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s RLF is an equal
opportunity provider and requires loan recipients to
adhere to all equal opportunity laws.

Stay Connected
to Western
Iowa Power
Cooperative
Have you seen our
Facebook page? Visit
www.wipco.com for links
to our Facebook site. It
is a great way to stay
informed
about what
is happening
at your
Cooperative!
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Inventory Reduction Sale

WIPCO has the following items for sale on
a first come, first serve basis. No holds! No
returns!

4 ton R22 Ground Source Heat Pump:
left hand return, brand new, carry over, no warranty(one available)				
$3,000
Irrigation magnetic start strip heaters$5 EA
Ceiling box supports-				
$0.91 EA
Outlet box hangers-				
$2.70 EA
1500 watt hanging infrared heaters-		
$150 EA
750 watt radiant wall heater			
$65 EA
150 watt flood lamps (inside)-		
$2.45 EA
75 watt flood lamps (outside)-		
$11 EA
175 watt heat lamps-				
$11 EA
Bakelite outlets-				$7 EA
Bakelite switches-				$5 EA
Bakelite 3-way switches-			
$2.50 EA
Replacement quartz tubes for heaters:
500 watt to 750 watt-			

$5 to $10 EA

Miscellaneous surge protectorsMisc. whole home surge protectors-

price varies
price varies

70 amp FRS fuse cartridges-			
125 amp FRS fuse cartridges-			
150 amp FRS fuse cartridges-			
200 amp FRS fuse cartridges-			
200 amp one-time fuse cartridges-		
100 amp fusetron-				
125 amp fusetron-				
150 amp fusetron-				
200 amp fusetron-				

$45 EA
$93 EA
$31 EA
$31 EA
$8.60 EA
$3 EA
$12 EA
$39 EA
$35 EA

3/4 HP motor TE/FC #6K719		
(one available)

$195

Please call Member Services at 800-253-5189 if you are
interested in purchasing any of this inventory.

Enter our Drawing for the Energy Trail Tour!
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(USPS 9340)
809 Highway 39 North - P.O. Box 428
Denison, Iowa 51442
712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-263-8655
wipco@wipco.com
418 East Iowa Avenue - P.O. Box 115
Onawa, Iowa 51040
712-433-1622 OR 800-253-5189
FAX 712-433-2725
wipco@wipco.com
www.wipco.com
Office & Warehouse Hours
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Western-Iowa-Power-Co-Op/160024430687171
Published monthly by
Western Iowa Power Cooperative
809 Highway 39 North, Denison, IA 51442
Periodicals postage paid at Denison, IA
Phone: 712-263-2943 OR 800-253-5189
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to
WIPCO Informer, PO Box 428, Denison, IA 51442
Jeffery Bean, Executive V.P./General Manager
Mari Miller, Editor

Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’
quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within
these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your
location number in this newsletter, call
the REC office by the 20th of the month,
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on
your energy bill.
The location numbers in the January
newsletter belonged to Suzanne
Caldwell and Jerry Means.

