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WIPCO Launches New Website

Trust is earned, not given freely, and here at Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative, we work day in and day out to be the co-op you can 
trust – not only for power but also for information. One of WIPCO’s 
values is being responsive to our members’ needs. 

Multiple means of communications such as this newsletter, bill 
stuffers, our website, www.wipco.com, and Facebook page allow us 
to provide news and information to a broader range of member-
owners.

We want you to view WIPCO as your trusted energy partner 
and your first stop whenever you have a question about energy 
efficiency, electrical safety, renewables or other information about 
your Cooperative. 43-33-15396

Of course, we want you to call us anytime you have a question 
or concern, but if you simply want to pay your bill, view account 
information, or do some on-line research, our website is here for 
you to use, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Member-owners can 
stay informed about cooperative news and events, as well as area 
outages, educational resources, and more.

The updates to our website feature a more responsive design, 
which users can access from their home computer, tablet, or 
smartphone.

At the end of the day, it’s the cooperative advantage that allows 
us to be your trusted partner, providing you with the safe, reliable 
electricity you need to power your daily life, and the technology and 
innovation to be your source for power and information.

Why does WIPCO have a website?
• Always have a spotter when using 

machinery near power lines.
• Use care when raising augers or the 

bed of grain trucks around power 
lines. 

• Keep equipment at least 10 feet 
from lines—at all times, in all 
directions.

• Inspect the height of the farm 
equipment to determine clearance.

• Always remember to lower 
extensions to the lowest setting 
when moving loads.

• Never attempt to move a power 
line out of the way or raise it for 
clearance.

• If a power line is sagging or 
low, call the cooperative office 
immediately. 

• If your equipment does hit a 
power line, do not leave the cab. 
Immediately call 911, warn others 
to stay away, and wait for the 
cooperative line workers to cut the 
power. Source: SafeElectricity.org
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Manager’s Message

Lives on the Line
Spring brings increased 

construction activity.  We 
want to remind everyone 
to be safe while driving 
and to move over or slow 
down any time you are 
approaching WIPCO 
lineworkers, trucks, trailers, 

and other cooperative equipment.

With the goal of keeping lineworkers safe, 
the Iowa Association of Electric Cooperatives is 
working with other electric utility groups in the 
state to develop an awareness campaign for the 
Move Over or Slow Down law. The law states 
that a driver must change lanes or slow down 
when approaching a stationary emergency, tow 
or maintenance vehicle that has its flashing lights 
activated.  

We’re working on unified messaging to 
educate and inform drivers that electric utility 
vehicles are maintenance vehicles and drivers 
must slow down or move over to protect our line 
crews. We’ll keep you updated on the progress of 
the awareness initiative in the coming weeks.

Every year, we take the time to thank our 
extraordinary lineworkers who dedicate their 
lives to keeping the lights on for our 3,500 
member-owners. WIPCO lineworkers maintain 
2,085 miles of line in WIPCO’s service territory, 
and without them, our world would be dark.

We depend on our entire staff to keep your 
Cooperative running smoothly, but on April 
10, we honor all lineworkers who often find 
themselves in dangerous and challenging 
situations, so our lives may be a little bit brighter 
and safer every day.

Perhaps you have seen them raising their 
bucket trucks in howling winds and torrential 
rains, or in freezing, icy conditions. No matter the 
time--day or night, weekday or weekend--if the 
lights go out, so do they.

We hope you will join us in thanking the many 
lineworkers--both locally and around the world--
that light our lives. Remember, your power works 
because they do!
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Spring marks a perfect time of year to make your home more 

energy efficient. Here are five quick tips that will save both energy 
and money: 

1. Seal cracks and gaps around your home. As you put away 
your storm windows, consider adding weather stripping 
around leaky doors and caulking around window frames.

2. Change filters regularly. Change furnace and air conditioner 
filters monthly. Dirty filters restrict air flow and reduce the 
overall efficiency of your heating and cooling system by 
making it work harder on hot summer days. Take advantage 
of WIPCO’s filter sale--25%off all HVAC filters purchased by 
April 30th!

3. Clean the refrigerator inside and out. Now’s a good time to 
not only throw out those leftovers from last week but also to 
check the temperature settings on your refrigerator. Ideally, 
a refrigerator’s temperature should be between 37 and 40 
degrees for maximum operating efficiency.

4. Think sun block. Pull down the shades on your windows this 
spring and summer blocking the sun--your house will stay 
cool and comfortable.

5. Enjoy spring breezes. Use a clothesline during warmer 
months and let sunlight and breezes dry clothes naturally. 
This will reduce your electric bill by not running a dryer and 
add a genuine clean scent to your family’s laundry.

Learn more about ways to lower your monthly energy bill by 
calling WIPCO’s energy experts at 800-253-5189.
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Election Procedures

Membership

Western Iowa Power Cooperative Prepares for Annual Meeting Director Elections
Western Iowa Power Cooperative will hold a District Meeting in 

Denison, Iowa on Tuesday, August 29 and the Annual Meeting in Onawa, 
Iowa on Thursday, August 31.

This year’s Annual Meeting will be WIPCO’s 19th meeting at which 
Directors will be elected. One Director will be elected from each of four 
districts, and the Directors must reside and receive service in the District 
they represent.

In compliance with the Cooperative By-Laws, the Board of Directors 
will appoint Members to act as the Nominating Committee for the 
selection of nominees for Directors of the Cooperative to be elected at the 
2017 Annual Meeting.

Annual Meeting

Any individual may become a member in this Cooperative by (a) 
requesting to become a Member, (b) agreeing to purchase all their electric 
energy from the Cooperative; and (c) agreeing to comply with and be 
bound by Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s Articles of Incorporation 
and the By-Laws.

The Annual Meeting of the Members shall be held on such date and 
time as set by the Board of Directors.

Board Representation and Nomination
This year, a postcard will be mailed to each Member with their May 

electric bill (mailed June 6) instructing them how to vote by mail-in-ballot 
for the election of Directors. If the Member wishes to vote by mail, the 
postcard needs to be returned to the Cooperative. A mail-in-ballot will 
then be mailed to the Member requesting one. Each voting Member is 
entitled to cast one (1) vote for each Director to be elected. Those Members 
choosing not to vote by mail will be able to vote at either the District 
Meeting or the Annual Meeting.

Directors must be Members of the Cooperative. When a membership 
is held jointly by a husband and wife, either one, but not both, may 
be elected as a Director, provided, however, that neither one shall be 
eligible to become or remain a Director or hold a position of trust in the 
Cooperative unless both shall meet the qualifications for the office of 
Director.

Candidates for election to the Board of Directors shall be nominated 
by a Nominating Committee, which Committee shall be appointed by the 
Board of Directors. Said Nominating Committee members so appointed 
shall nominate candidates for election to the Board of Directors at the 
Annual Meeting of Members. Any twenty (20) or more Members may 
make other nominations in writing over their signatures not less than 
fifteen (15) days prior to the meeting at which Directors are to be elected.

The Secretary shall post the same at the same place where the list 
of nominations by the committee is posted; such nominations so made 
by such Members to be subject to the same District and residence 
requirements as nominations by the Nominating Committee heretofore 
prescribed.

The election of the Directors shall 
be by ballot. Each voting Member 
shall be entitled to cast one ballot 
for each Director to be elected. A 
ballot marked “Ballot for Directors” 
containing the names of all nominees 
so posted, and stating the residence 
of each, shall be mailed to those 
Members requesting to vote by 
mail, and made available to all other 
Members at the District Meeting and 
Annual Meeting.

The Secretary shall also mail a 
Notice of the Meeting, including 
a statement of the number of 
Directors to be elected and showing 
separately the nominations made by 
the committee on nominations and 
nominations made by petition.

In June, the Nominating 
Committee will meet to name the 
nominees to WIPCO’s Board of 
Directors. This year, three Directors 
are up for reelection.

The following is a list of those 
eligible incumbent Directors and 
the Districts they would represent if 
nominated and elected: 

 
The Board of Directors will 

approve appointment of the 
Nominating Committee at their 
April Board Meeting.

Contact information for the 
Nominating Committee will be 
mailed out to each Member on May 
5 with their electric bill. Or, call our 
office at 800-253-5189 after April 17, 
and we can provide you with the 
names and phone numbers of the 
Nominating Committee.

District 1:
   Monona County            Gene Smith
District 2:
   Monona County            Louis Reed
District 7:
   Crawford County          Leroy Hight
District 8:
   Crawford County          Todd Brus
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Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed 
about what 
is happening 
at your 
Cooperative!

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit call811.com 
for more 
information.

More than 200 cooperative supporters, including representatives 
from Western Iowa Power Cooperative, traveled to Des Moines on 
Wednesday, March 22 to advocate on behalf of Iowa’s not-for-profit 
electric cooperatives. It was a day full of government activity, starting 
with the reading and passage of House Resolution 14 on the house floor, 
which commemorated the important role of Iowa’s electric cooperatives 
as it pertains to economic development and improving the quality of 
life for rural Iowans. Later that morning, cooperative representatives 
were present as Governor Branstad signed SF 331 into law, which will 
streamline energy efficiency reporting for electric co-op staff, allowing 
them more time 
to serve member-
consumers. The bill 
passed unanimously 
in the Iowa House and 
Senate. 

The co-op 
representatives 
then convened for a 
briefing where they 
received updates 
on state and federal 
legislative issues. In the afternoon, co-op representatives met with their 
local elected officials during a dessert social held at the Capitol rotunda. 
The advocates educated legislators on several issues important to Iowa’s 
electric cooperatives, including the safety of line personnel as they work 
on the side of roadways in accordance with the state’s “Move Over or 
Slow Down” law, and expanding property tax exemptions for geothermal 
heating and cooling systems.  15-06-2251

“This annual visit to the Iowa Capitol is an excellent opportunity to 
personally meet with our elected officials and provide them with a local 
co-op perspective on issues that are important to our business,” says Jeff 
Bean, WIPCO’s General Manager.

Representatives from Woodbury County REC and WIPCO met with 
Senator Jason Schultz during REC Day on the Hill. Pictured (l to r)-- 
WIPCO Director Mike Blum; Woodbury REC CEO Kent Amundson; 
Woodbury REC Vice President Ronald Bohle; Senator Schultz; Woodbury 
REC President Ron Steihoff; and WIPCO General Manager Jeff Bean



6 February Safety Demonstrations

ALONG THE LINES

Notice Irrigators
We have been notified of several irrigation tenant 

changes for the 2017 season.
If you know of or anticipate any changes for 

the billing of your 
irrigation(s), please 
notify the office 
immediately so we 
can have the accounts 
updated and billing sent 
to the proper person.

WIPCO puts a lot 
of “energy” into 
electricity education

Educating children and adults 
about the importance of electrical 
safety is part of your Cooperative’s  
ongoing commitment to our 
communities.

WIPCO would like to thank all 
area schools that participated in 
our electrical safety demonstrations 
during the week of February 27-- 
Denison Community, Charter Oak-
Ute, Zion Lutheran, St Rose, Schleswig 
Community, and Monona County 
Homeschool.

Through our power line safety 
presentation, WIPCO employees use 
a display and story telling to educate participants. Our 
message includes: keep kites and other objects away 
from power lines, don’t climb trees near power lines, 
stay away from transformers, substations and other 
areas marked “high voltage,” and what to do if they 
are in a vehicle accident involving power lines.

WIPCO offers demonstration programs on 
electrical safety, energy efficiency, and careers 
available in the rural electric cooperative industry. If 
you would like to schedule a demonstration for your 
school or organization, please contact Stephanie Wiese 
or Mari Miller at 1-800-253-5189.

WIPCO Journeyman/Lineman Chris Merritt is shown
demonstrating the dangers of electricity to a group of 
elementary students

GENERATOR RATE

a kilowatt hour on your 
entire bill every month.

If your livestock facility has 
an automatic start stand 

by generator, you could be 
saving thousands each year!

Contact one of our energy experts at
800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943
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Cooperation Among Cooperatives - WIPCO Assists Midland Power Cooperative
Congratulations to Midland Power 

Cooperative on the recent installation 
of their community solar array. The 230 
kW solar array is located at Midland’s 
Iowa Falls service center and features 
524 panels.

A Western Iowa Power Cooperative 
crew built and managed the project for 
Midland.

Photo of Midland’s ribbon cutting is 
courtesy of Midland Power Cooperative
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’

quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location numbers. Find your 
location number in this newsletter, call 
the REC office by the 20th of the month, 
and you will receive a $25.00 credit on 
your energy bill.

The location numbers in the March 
newsletter belonged to Rachel Trusty 
and Ramona Campbell.

(USPS 9340)


