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Who you gonna call??

When nice weather 
arrives, we see an increase in 
construction and farm activity. 
WIPCO has received a number 
of requests for new and 
upgraded services.

If you are planning any new 
projects, expansions, or changes 
to your electrical service, 
please call our Operations and 
Member Services Departments 
as soon as possible so we can 
meet your electrical service 
needs.  Who you gonna call?? 

1-800-253-5189



2 Looking out for you...

Manager’s Message

The Power of 
Iowa’s Electric 
Cooperatives
Chapter 1:  Power 
to the People

As The Iowa 
Association of Electric 
Cooperatives celebrates 

its 75th anniversary milestone, we would like 
to share a seven-part series with you which 
illustrates the legacy and impact of Iowa’s 
electric cooperatives

Owned by the members we serve, Iowa’s 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives power 
the lives of 650,000 people throughout all 99 
counties and are committed to delivering 
power that is safe, reliable, affordable and 
environmentally responsible. 

Serving primarily rural areas, Iowa’s 
electric co-ops serve 80% of the state’s 
landmass and maintain enough power lines 
to wrap around the equator two and a half 
times!

Electric cooperatives aren’t like other 
types of utilities; we’re locally owned by 
the members we serve and governed by an 
elected board of directors who are member-
owners of the cooperative. 58-22-31536

Committed to powering lives and 
empowering communities, electric co-ops 
have been guided by seven core principles 
since the beginning:

•  Voluntary and open membership
•  Democratic member control
•  Members’ economic participation
•  Autonomy and independence
•  Education, training and information
•  Cooperation among cooperatives
•  Concern for community

25% off furnace filters 
purchased now through 
October 31st - no limit.

Filters should be changed 
every month if using 1” 
filters and every two 
months if using 2” filters. 
Call us at 800-253-5189 
or 712-263-2943 for more 
information.



3Save energy, save dollars...

Make the switch to LED bulbs and save! Here are a few things 
you might not know about LEDs:
• Good-quality LED bulbs can last 25 times longer than 

traditional light bulbs.
• Unlike traditional incandescent bulbs--which release 90 

percent of their energy as heat--LEDs use energy far more 
efficiently with little wasted heat.

• LEDs use no mercury, and a recent Energy Department study 
determined that LEDs have a much smaller environmental 
impact than incandescent bulbs.

• In 2012, about 49 million LEDs were installed in the U.S.--
saving about $675 million in annual energy costs.

Stop in our office to purchase bulbs or contact Member 
Services at 800-253-5189 or 712-263-2943 for more 
information. Visit www.wipco.com for more energy saving 

For a limited time - Special pricing Philips 8w LED 
equivalent to 60w, cool white, 5000k

Single bulb $2.82 or 4 bulbs for $11.25 



4 2017 Energy Trail Tours: A Powerful Experience

For more than thirty years, 
WIPCO’s primary power 
supplier, Northwest Iowa 
Power Cooperative (NIPCO) has 
partnered with us to educate our 
member-owners on cooperative 
history and power. What 
began as a day trip to Oahe 
Powerhouse and Dam in Pierre, 
South Dakota, has evolved 
into a three-day excursion that 
continues on to Beulah, North 
Dakota. Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative, who provides 
80 percent of NIPCO’s power 
supply, owns many generation  
facilities and energy-related 
subsidiaries in this region.

Tours were July 12-14 and 
August 2-4. Participants met 
some of the people responsible 
for providing power that is 
delivered to their homes, 
farms, and businesses. Tours 
help to show the value of an 
electric generation portfolio 
that includes coal as a part 
of America’s energy mix. 
Three days of experiencing 
the passion, innovation, 
and dedication of WIPCO’s 
power providers helps to 
educate members about 
electric generation in a carbon-
constrained world.

 Tour stops included the 
Oahe Powerhouse, Antelope 
Valley Station, Dakota 
Gasification Company, and the 
Coteau Properties’ Freedom 
Mine, as well as, a few surprise 
stops along the way!

Energy Trail Tour 
participants also learn about 
wind generation and the 
importance of renewable energy 
resources in America’s overall 
energy mix.

Tour 1: (L to R) Sherry & Bob Hulme, Sharon & Byron Thelander, 
James & Elise Sailer

Tour 2: (L to R) Calvin & Nancy Stammer, Kevin Boeck, Jeanie 
Goslar, Carman & Eugene Schwanz

If you would like to be a 
part of this experience next 
year, watch this newsletter, our 
website, and our Facebook page 
for the opportunity to enter the 
drawing. 32-07-2302

Over the course of three 
days, members learned about 
rural electric cooperative history, 
gained a new understanding 
and pride in cooperative 
ownership, and engaged with 
other fellow member-owners.



5Reduce Energy Use During Peak Hours
Peak hours are the busiest times for Western Iowa Power 

Cooperative, since many people are using electricity at the same 
time. In addition, it costs your Cooperative more to generate 
electricity when demand soars during peak periods--and the cost 
of your electricity also may rise. Obviously, using less electricity 
during peak periods can save your Cooperative--and you--money.

Here’s how you can help during peak hours, which generally 
are the coldest winter days between 7:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m.:

• Shift household chores and activities away from peak    
 periods. For example: Wait to run your dishwasher until you  
 go to bed.

• Turn the thermostat down when you are gone and    
 overnight. Heat only the rooms that you are using and   
 use ceiling fans in a clockwise motion to drive warm    
 air down and around the edges of the room.

• Use the most energy-efficient appliances you can find. For   
 example: Your microwave oven uses considerably less   
 energy than your stove or cook-top. 

• If you’re buying a new appliance or electronic device, 
consider energy efficiency. Look for the blue Energy 
Star label when you’re evaluating different models. For 
more information on rebates available for energy efficient 
products, visit our website at www.wipco.com or call our office 
at (712) 263-2943 or (800) 253-5189. 

• Replace incandescent bulbs in your most-used light fixtures   
 with LED bulbs, which use less electricity. 

Use the energy you need, but use it wisely! With your help, 
your co-op can minimize peak demand which will help keep your 
electric rates as low as possible.

Look for “Energy Star” labels 
when appliance shopping.

One easy call gets your 
utility lines marked and helps 
protect you from injury and 
expense. 
Safe Digging Is No Accident: 
Always Call 811 Before You 
Dig 
Visit 
call811.com 
for more 
information.

Stay Connected 
to Western 
Iowa Power 
Cooperative
Have you seen our 
Facebook page? Visit  
www.wipco.com for links 
to our Facebook site. It 
is a great way to stay 
informed about what is 
happening 
at your 
Cooperative!



6 Energy Efficiency Rebates as of August 1, 2017

• Ground-source heat pump - $3,000 per unit. Any type of ground source heat pump, with 
or without desuperheater. New construction or replacement units qualify if they meet 
minimum Energy Star requirements. Large ground coupled heat pump applications 
totaling 10 tons or greater - $1,000 per ton.

• Air-source heat pump - $400 to $600 per unit based on Energy Star rating, if back up heat 
is propane or natural gas. $600 to $800 per unit based on Energy Star rating, if back up 
heat is electric. Large heat pump applications totaling 10 tons or greater - $400 per ton 
if no backup heat or if backup heat is propane or natural gas - $600 per ton if backup 
heat is electric. Systems must meet energy efficiency Energy Star specifications. New 
construction, replacement and add-on units qualify. 

• Ductless mini-split heat pump - $200 per unit. SEER rating must be 14.5 or greater. Must 
provide the heating and cooling of the conditioned space. Rebate limited to 2 units per 
single family dwelling or out building. Limit of 1 rebate per family in a multi-family 
dwelling. Limit of 1 rebate for each leasable hotel room.

• Water heaters - 50 gallon = $300; 75 gallon = $350; 85 gallon = $400; 105 gallon = $500. 
Must be 50 gallons or larger with minimum 90 percent energy factor. Converting from 
gas to electric or new construction - free 50 gallon Marathon water heater or an 85 gallon 
Marathon water heater for $500. All water heaters must be enrolled in the Switch Makes 
Cents load control program.

• Building insulation - 30 percent of installed blown-in, spray foam, insulating concrete 
forms, rigid styro foam panels and/or structural panel type insulation up to maximum 
of $800 per building per year; qualifying building must have electric heat primary. This 
insulation must be professionally installed by a registered contractor.

• Energy Star Appliances - clothes washers $50; clothes dryers, refrigerators, freezers, 
dishwashers $25 each; maximum per member account $250. 

• Central Air Unit - $100 per unit based on Energy Star rating.
• Window or portable air conditioner - $25 incentive per Energy Star unit.
• Appliance recycling - turn your clean, empty, in working order, and ready for pick 

up refrigerator, freezer or window air conditioner in for a $25 incentive per appliance. 
Appliance should be >= 10 cubic feet.

• Lighting - Compact fluorescents, T-8 and T-5 bulbs: $100 per kW; Reduced wattage 
metal halide low ballast lamps: $25 per kW; LED (light emitting diodes): $300 per kW - 
the total lighting electric rating must be a minimum of 0.5 kW to qualify. 

• Motors - New variable speed energy efficiency motors and qualifying soft start devices 
installed in a commercial, industrial, or agricultural building: $40 per horse power up 
to a maximum rebate of $5,000 per motor (seasonal applications are not eligible for this 
rebate.)

Call 712-263-2943 or 800-253-5189 and ask for the Member Service Department.



72017-2018 Iowa Home Energy Assistance Program

RECare - Members Helping Members
Your Rural Electric Cooperative has always 

extended a helping hand to those needing it. 
In response to actions by the Iowa General 
Assembly, your REC has established RECare, a 
program of Members helping Members.

RECare will provide funds to be distributed 
by local community action agencies to help 
pay winter heating bills and to assist in 
weatherization of homes of low-income 
consumers.

You may make a one-time contribution or 
you may make a monthly pledge that will be 
automatically added onto your monthly electric 
bill. You may also make your contribution part 
of a matching fund, if there is one established. 
Your contribution is tax deductible. Even a dollar 
a month pledge will help others!

Member Authorization Form
Yes, I want to be part of Members helping Members and 
contribute to RECare.
____I will make a one-time contribution to RECare. My check 
is enclosed.
____I will contribute $__________ per month to RECare. I 
understand that this amount will be automatically added to my 
monthly electric bill.
____My fund is a matching fund gift.
The matching fund is_________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________

City:_________________________ State:_____ Zip:_______

Account No.________________________________________ 

Mail to: Western Iowa Power Cooperative, PO Box 428, 
Denison, IA 51442-2705
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’

quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the August 
newsletter belonged to Kevin Berg and 
Paul Riffle.

(USPS 9340)




