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Why invest in WIPCO’s Community 
Solar?

In June 2015, we rolled out our Community Solar Program 
because WIPCO members just like you were looking for ways 
to save on their electric bill, hedge rate increases and invest in 
renewables. Don’t just take our word for it. Read what Bob and 
Marily Caddy have to say about why they invested in Community 
Solar! Contact us at 800-253-5189 to find out how you can invest in 
WIPCO’s Community Solar program.

Bob & Marily Caddy & Family

“Solar Energy is a sensible approach to conserve 
and reduce costs. The spirit of the Midwest is to 
make use of the resources available locally and the 
sun powers the agricultural economy by growing our 
crops so it makes sense to use it directly for electrical 
power. The Community Solar program was appealing 
because the details of setup, maintenance and so on 
are handled by WIPCO and the benefits of solar power 
appear in my monthly bill. Our home is all electric 
and savings on this bill has the most impact on our 
monthly budget.

The savings on our electric bill is about a 73% 
reduction on average.

I would say, why wait for the next energy crisis 
when people are saying that something must be done. 
Do the same as the pioneers before us by making the 
best use of our resources and taking care of ourselves.

We do have on-site solar in another location where 
we are served by a private utility company. The 
spirit and dynamics of cooperatives such as WIPCO 
where the members are participating sold me on 
the community solar approach. It seems a natural 
extension of the cooperative spirit. A private utility 
does not always place their customers first.

WIPCO is a very progressive cooperative. 
Community solar is an emerging solution that I am 
just now hearing about around the country. Iowa has 
a good track record for alternative energy thanks to 
people like you. Keep it up and...do more!”

The Caddys 
reviewed their 
WIPCO electric bills 
from 2009 through 
year to date 2017. 
From 2009 through 
the first half of 2015, 

their average bill was $94.41. They signed up for 
the Community Solar program and with the help of 
the subscription credit on their bill each month, their 
electric bill now averages around $25.58.
Find out how you can benefit from WIPCO’s 
Community Solar Program by calling 800-253-5189 
and talking with one of our energy experts in the 
Member Services Department!

New Price of

$898
Per Panel



Safety Demonstrations
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Western Iowa 
Power Cooperative 
is celebrating 
National Co-op 
Month in October 
by recognizing 
the many ways 
cooperatives are 
committed to 
strengthening the 

local communities they serve.
“Co-ops Commit” is the theme of 

this year’s celebration, spotlighting the 
countless ways cooperatives meet the 
needs of their members and communities.

WIPCO delivers electricity to more 
than 3,500 member-owners in our 
nine-county service area of west central Iowa. 
Delivering safe, reliable and environmentally 
responsible power is our top priority, but we also 
invest in our communities because we are locally 
owned and operated. Revenue generated by 
WIPCO goes back to Main Street, not Wall Street.

WIPCO works for the sustainable 
development of our communities through 
employee involvement in local organizations, 
through charitable contributions, community 
efforts, and through support for local youth and 
economic development.

Our bottom line is providing you with safe 
and reliable electric service. When we think about 
cooperative membership, we think about that 
first and foremost, but we also think about all 
the ways we can give back to you, our members 
- and that’s what matters most to us - that’s the 
cooperative difference!

Development is happening in our service territory 
near Onawa, Iowa. Onawa Racing and Events Complex 
(OREC), is being constructed and plans to feature seasonal 
weekly drag races every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, as 
well as private and public events on site throughout the 
year. The site includes a 150’ x 60’ Morton building, an 18’ 
x 18’ two-story timing tower, and an IHRA one-eighth mile 
drag strip.

Onawa Racing & Events Complex - 
features an IHRA 1/8th mile drag strip 
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“Local. Trusted. Serving 
You.” was the theme for this 
year’s District Meeting held in 
Denison on August 29th and the 
Annual Meeting held in Onawa 
on August 31st. More than 900 
members and guests enjoyed 
a pork chop dinner catered by 
Staley’s Food Service. 

Four directors were elected 
to the WIPCO Board during 
the Cooperative’s 21st Annual 
Meeting - District 1, Gene Smith 
of Whiting; District 2, Louis Reed 
of Castana; District 7, Leroy 
Hight of Schleswig and District 
8, Todd Brus of Denison.

Coloring & Poster Contest 
winners were announced 
and those in attendance were 
presented with their prizes.

General Manager, Jeff Bean, 
talked about ongoing changes 
and challenges in the electric 
utility industry. 09-27-1450

Our guest presenter was 
Scott Bailey, Lighting Product 
Manager at Kriz-Davis 
Company. Mr. Bailey leads and 
trains Kriz-Davis employees 
and Kriz-Davis customers on 
new and emerging lighting 
technologies, which was the 
subject of his presentation at 
both events.

Three employees were 
recognized for their years of 
service - John Kolln, Mechanic 
- 20 years; Travis Menish, 
Operations Superintendent 
- 15 years; and Chris Merritt, 
Journeyman/Lineman - 10 years. 
Manager Bean also recognized 
Janet Iversen, Assistant 
Manager/Director of Finance & 
Administrative Services as Janet 
has announced her retirement in 
early 2018.

A large crowd of members and guests 
enjoyed a smoked pork chop meal 
at the District Meeting held at The 
Stables at Copper Ridge on August 29.

A large crowd of members and guests 
enjoyed a smoked pork chop meal at 
the Annual Meeting held at the Onawa 
Community Center on August 31.

Scott Bailey with Kriz-Davis 
Company shares new lighting 
technologies at the District Meeting.

Stephanie Wiese, Director of Member 
Services visit with members at the 
Annual Meeting in Onawa.

Kids activities kept our younger 
members busy.

Jeremy Lahr, Journeyman/Lineman 
prepares his guests for a bucket truck 
ride.

The hard hats were a big hit with the 
kids in attendance at our meetings!

Jake Fox, Apprentice Lineman and a 
guest at our District Meeting getting 
ready for a bucket truck ride.
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Now is the perfect time to switch from propane or natural gas 

heat to safe, clean and reliable electric heat! Here are some reasons 
why:

• You would have to purchase propane for less than 67 cents 
per gallon to beat the 250% efficiency of an air-to-air heat 
pump.

• Our geothermal is 350% efficient and would take buying 
propane for under 50 cents per gallon to compete.

• By installing a desuperheater with your geothermal unit, you 
can receive up to 50% of your hot water heating needs for 
free!

• No fuel to store or tank to fill.
• No risk of carbon monoxide poisoning--electric heat is safe, 

clean and reliable.
• The closed loop wells can last you 80 to 100 years.
• Our Comfort-Aire product is backed by a 12-year warranty 

on equipment and 5 years on labor.
• WIPCO offers rebates on geothermal units. Earn extra 

rebates on geothermal and air-to-air heat pumps installed 
by November 1, 2017. Extra rebate amount does not apply 
to deposits made before September 1, 2017. You must have 
electric heat for back up and be enrolled in Switch Makes 
Cents to earn extra rebates.

• WIPCO’s Member Services Department installs geothermal 
units and can answer any questions you may have. Call 
Stephanie or Christie at 800-253-5189 to find out if a 
geothermal unit should be the next investment for your 
home, business or shop.
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Your safety, and the safety 

of our employees is a top 
priority at Western Iowa Power 
Cooperative, especially during 
dangerous times. When storms 
hit our area, we rush to your aid 
as soon as weather conditions 
allow our line workers to travel 
and make repairs safely. 

Our line crews take 
necessary precautions before 
they work on downed power 
lines. First, they verify a circuit 
has been de-energized, and that 
proper switches are opened and 
tagged to isolate the circuit from 
the system. We place ground 
chains on the circuit—on both 
sides of workers—to make sure 
the line cannot be energized 
while work’s being done. 

But even after these 
measures, our workers’ lives 
remain in your hands.

WIPCO is proud of our 
outstanding safety record, but 
sometimes, no matter how many 
steps we take to keep everyone 
safe, the very people we are 
there to help unknowingly put 
our lives—and their own—in 
danger. 44-24-32787

Portable generators, widely 
used when power lines are 
down, can prove fatal to line 
workers and your neighbors 
when used improperly. 

Of course, no one would 
ever purposely cause the death 
of a line worker. Nevertheless, a 
generator connected to a home’s 
wiring or plugged into a regular 
household outlet can cause 
backfeeding along power lines 
and electrocute anyone who 
comes in contact with them—
even if the line seems dead.  

And WIPCO employees 
are not the only ones in danger 
when a portable generator is 
used improperly. Generator 
owners themselves may be at 
risk of electrocution, fire injury, 
property damage, or carbon 
monoxide poisoning if they do 
not follow the necessary safety 
rules. 

Portable generators can 
be very helpful to consumers 
during outages. But we urge you  
to follow these safety guidelines 
when using one:

• Never connect a 
generator directly to 
your home’s wiring 
unless your home has 
been wired for generator 
use. This can cause 
backfeeding along power 
lines and electrocute 
anyone coming in contact 
with them, including 
line workers making 
repairs. Have a licensed 
electrician install the 
equipment necessary to 
safely connect emergency 
generators to your home.

• Always plug appliances 
directly into generators. 
Connecting the generator 
to your home’s circuits 
or wiring must be done 
by a qualified, licensed 

electrician who will 
install a transfer switch to 
prevent backfeeding.

• Use heavy-duty, outdoor-
rated extension cords. 
Make sure extension 
cords are free of cuts or 
tears and the plug has 
three prongs. Overloaded 
cords can cause fires or 
equipment damage.

• Ensure your generator is 
properly grounded.

• Never overload a 
generator. A portable 
generator should only 
be used when necessary 
to power essential 
equipment or appliances. 

• Turn off all equipment 
powered by the 
generator before shutting 
it down.

• Keep the generator 
dry. Operate it on a dry 
surface under an open 
structure.

• Always have a fully 
charged fire extinguisher 
nearby.

• Never fuel a generator 
while it is operating. 
Read and adhere to 
the manufacturer’s 
instructions for safe 
operation. Never cut 
corners when it comes to 
safety.

We encourage you to protect 
safety of your family during 
outages, and safeguard those 
who come to your aid during 
emergency situations. When we 
work together for safety and the 
good of our communities, we all 
benefit.
Source: NRECA Straight Talk & Safe Electricity
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25% off furnace filters 
purchased now through 
October 31st - no limit.

Filters should be changed 
every month if using 1” 
filters and every two 
months if using 2” filters. 
Call us at 800-253-5189 
or 712-263-2943 for more 
information.
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New and expanding businesses 
west of Onawa

The Fiesta Brava Mexican Restaurant 
opened in September. The new restaurant 
is located at 2620 Iowa Avenue North 
just off of Interstate 29 west of Onawa. 
Across the road, the Cubby’s convenience store and truck stop located at 2715 Iowa Avenue North, 
is undergoing an expansion. Both projects are located in the Cooperative’s service territory.
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Western Iowa Power Cooperative’s
mission is to enhance our members’

quality of life by providing
safe and reliable electric services.

Save $25.00 on your REC bill
Read this newsletter carefully. Hidden somewhere within 

these pages are two Member location 
numbers. Find your location number in 
this newsletter, call the REC office by the 
20th of the month, and you will receive a 
$25.00 credit on your energy bill.

The location numbers in the 
September newsletter belonged to Donald 
L. Graeve and Sherri Heistand.

(USPS 9340)




